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PREFACE, 


A DEEP interest is universally manifested in the personal 
history of any citizen who, by talent, enterprise, and 
virtuous devotion to an honorable calling, and the prompt and 
willing discharge of civic and social duties, acquires extensive 
fame. ‘To gratify this fecling, and thereby perform an im- 
portant duty to all classes, but particularly to the young, has 
been the aim in the following pages. The material has been 
collected under many difficulties. Strange as it may appear, 
biographers and historians have failed to give any adequate 
notice of the lives of our Governors. This neglect has been 
deeply felt by the compiler of this volume. His researches 


_ have extended over a broad field, and, with the exception of 


those whose fame is world-wide, only meagre sketches of a 
few of the Chief Magistrates could be found. What at first 
was thought would be but the labor of a few months has ex- 
tended over a period of six years. During this time, wherever 
lineal descendants of any of the Governors could be traced, 
they were applied to for information concerning their ances- 
tors; files of old newspapers have been scanned; historical and 
biographical works gleaned, documents in the archives of the 
State carefully examined, and, besides the numerous works 
consulted, many facts have been obtained by conversations 
with aged citizens. 

In collecting and writing these biographies, however, in 
addition to the duty that I felt I was performing in placing 
in a permanent form much that would have soon passed 
into oblivion, I have experienced a personal gratification suf- 
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ficient in itself to compensate for the time and labor given 
to the task, although both were greater than any one who has 
not undertaken a similar experiment can conceive. 

With the result of my researches before me, I felt my in- 
ability to give the work that literary finish necessary in a pub- 
lication of this kind. In seeking for some one to assist me in 
this all-important labor, my choice fell upon Samugt P. Bates, 
LL. D., and member of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
who kindly consented to undertake it. He brought to the 
task a ripe experience, as the author of the History of the 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, and numerous educational works, 
which, with his scholarly ability and judgment, is full war- 
rant that it has been finished with fidelity and success. The 
labor was one of no small magnitude, and for his kind oflices 
I here tender him my most grateful acknowledgments. 

The endeavor has been to give a graphic and comprehensive 
record of the public acts of cach Governor, free from any 
partisan influence, and to allow each one to speak for him- 
self through the history of his public career. Joseph Rh. 
Chandler has well said: ‘ In all countries the character of the 
great and the good has been deemed part of the public fame; 
and nations which have derived political or pecuniary advan- 
tage from the talents and labors of their distinguished citizens 
living, have put in a claim to the posthumous credit of these 
men, as if a portion at least was to escheat to the benefit of 
the Commonwealth.” 

In harmony with this sentiment have the following pages 
been compiled. A record of the lives of our Governors, free 
from the partisan hate and the slanderous allusions that po- 
litical warfare has engendered, is here presented. No fear 
of criticism, inspired by a difference of political faith, has 
prevented our speaking of each individual Governor in fit 
terms of eulogy. We are proud to believe that a nobler lst 
is not possessed by any State in the Union, nor one whose 
public acts will bear closer scrutiny. 

In addition to the biographical sketches of the Executive 
officers, there is also preserved in connection therewith a 


SOMMBAT Oa 


novig rodal fas omit odt st sisaveqatos § Westi si issih 
end oulw o@o Yun cindt rohaoTg O19% diod dyaodils last ost of 
svieonoo ino inoctineges waliietie Qedarrobas jou 
-ai yor Met 1 oar orcted odin Gaia west odt iV? 







































-dacy s ai yameeooon saint canronil a avig o} yitlide 
ni oat telees of ono omtos 10t gaiaiess al » Bahl eid Yo soisoil 


warn A gavma’ coqe list aotode Git ae tyognri-lin ais 
rianripeaned Yo Voivod laotrotail! sto ao@arom bus. tt 
oft of idguord oH ai odidsbaw ot Botse2aoo uboia osdive 
of? Jo. y1otsiH edt to todimn gt ea Satteriogxs oqit & Hast 
salow Iusoitsocbs exororim fine eresieh  piairviyanao TD 
<a Hat ei deonrghu; baa yoilide Yfislodoe eid hiv loldw 
ofT .eaovoue bun yiilobit dain vodsTa avo enil Ji dul! tow 
esoito bad aid sct bus .sbulteseor Mnate onto ono es todnl 
sineurybolvoraion (omen teomt yan anid s9bu0t ove T 

eviensdongmos ban oidqnng 20 7g oraeed ani rovsobs ol P 
yaa sont soit onivo® done 10 2 me otldng edt to biovet 
void 40t alsega of ogo dons ¥. Y hae oomoufni soeitrg 
AL siqoaol, _.1097a9 siliiug, 2 otf? dynos ee 
orld Yo totomtaclo onl? sointunos bi Oat ie flow ead s9ibaadO 
humesbh aa pe ait boa teary 


: eal oildug edt Io 
riiob oved iloldw eaotian bas 


«unybe yiainsosg 10 opt yf 
anositio hodeirgniteib tos pedal Has wasted ods movt ogat 





| 
‘ 
| 
7 
4 


oesilt to. tiboro esto oil 03 ‘a ai duq ovead ,guivil ; 
Yo iMosod odt ot tnoiloge | wg Me tn noftiog o ti es ont i 

* dtlaswaomme)D odd 
song aaiwollet odt evad dnearitnon saul itt yaoarisd ul oa ) 
exit momevoD wo Yo evil off to Inoset A .boliqutos aved | 
-oq tndt amolentla et dad meaiitey ods mort } } 


gadt off beta » ond oudivew Jeoiil 
1% ot tontevoD lachivibal | 

jeil widow  tadi ovetled ot b 
geodly suo ton oid 


evitgesx ot Yo 


a dirrrosoul? wotloonet 





a a - = 


PREFACE. ete 3 


complete epitome of the history of the State from its origin 
to the present time. It is believed that this will prove one 
of the most interesting and valuable features of the work. 

It would be mere pedantry to refer to all the sources of 
information that we have consulted, but we cannot omit men- 
tion of the following valuable works : — Colonial Records and 
Pennsylvania Archives; Iazard’s Annals of Pennsylvania; 
Hazard’s Register; Niles’ Register; Smith’s History of Del- 
aware County; Watson’s Annals of Philadelphia; Proud’s 


‘History of Pennsylvania; Gordon’s Iistory of Pennsylvania; 


Publications of the Ilistorical Society of Pennsylvania; 
National Portrait Gallery; Griswold’s Republican Court; 
Creigh’s History of Washington County; I. D. Rupp’s His- 
tories of the several Counties of the State; Sanderson’s and 
Goodrich’s Signers of the Declaration; Documentary History 
of New York; Drake’s Dictionary of American Biography ; 
Day’s Ifistorical Collections of Pennsylvania; Dawson’s Ils- 
torical Magazine; Bancrott’s History of the United States; 
Irving’s Life of Washington; Lossing’s Battlefields of the 
Revolution, and Pictorial History; and Westcott’s History of 
Philadelphia, now being published in the Sunday Dispatch. 

To Dr. William H. Hegle, of Ilarrisburg, the compiler is 
under special obligations for much aid in facilitating the pros- 
ecution of his task, and for the use of his valuable historical 
library. The following gentlemen, also, rendered me invalu- 
able aid in furnishing data: John K. Findlay, Philadelphia; 
Joseph Ritner, Mechanicsburg; William A. Porter, Philadel- 
phia; William Moore, Clearfield; James W. Clarke, Wil- 
liamsport; Alexander K. McClure, Philadelphia; Wien 
Forney, Harrisburg; A. L. Russell, Adjutant-General, Har- 
risburg. 

I am also indebted for many friendly offices to Hon. F. 
Jordan, Secretary of the Commonwealth; Hon. J. P. Wicker- 
sham, Superintendent of Common Schools; John McCurdy, 
Superintendent of Public Printing, Harrisburg; A. Boyd 
ITamilton, Tarrisburg; Rey. James Shrigley, Librarian, and 


John Jordan, Jr., Townsend Ward, and Ferdinand J. Dreer, 
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members of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania; Thomp- 
son Westcott, editor Sunday Dispatch of Philadelphia; William 
Dorsey, Philadelphia; Horace W. Smith, Falls of Schuylkill ; 
and J. Smith Futhey, of West Chester. The warmth with 
which their services were rendered will always be a source 
of pleasant remembrance. 


W..Cc. 3; 
Harrissura, September 19, 1872. 
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PERIOD OF SETTLEMENT. 


IMAMALITAA GO COIATS 





LIVES 


OF THE 


' GOVERNORS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


CHAPTER I. 
DUTCH RULE—1609 To 1688. 


OLONIZATION has in all ages been influenced by river- 
courses, safe bays and harbors, mountain passes, and 
favorable routes of travel. Settlement in America strictly 
conformed to this law. The Pilgrims gathered about Boston 
harbor and the mouth of Charles River. The Dutch sought 
that great navigable stream, the Hudson, and that magnifi- 
cent harbor at its mouth, where the combined navies of the 
world may ride in safety. The Cavaliers, who followed 
Smith to Virginia, chose the Chesapeake and the James. 
Pennsylvania, though an inland State, formed no exception 
to this rule. The only navigable stream within its borders 
which communicates directly with the ocean, attracted the 
eye of the early explorer, and on its course were the first 
feeble attempts at colonization, and the eventual settlements 
which marked the foundation of a state, the beginnings of 
empire, 
In 1614, five years after the discovery of the Island and 
Bay of New York by Hendrick Hudson, three Europeans, 
wandering up the Mohawk Valley from the fort near 


Albany, where a feeble foothold had been gained, wended 
g 17 
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18 DUTCH RULE. 


their way southward across the dividing ridge to the head- 
waters of the Delaware, and followed down its course. As 
they moved on they soon entered the territory of what is 
now the State of Pennsylvania, and then for the first time its 
soil was pressed by the foot of the white man. 

Hudson, a navigator formerly in the service of the Eng- 
lish, but who had entered the employ of the Dutch East 
India Company, sailed on the 4th of April, 1609, in the Half 
Moon, an insignificant craft, in search of a western passage 
to the Indies. Foiled in his attempt to find a way at the 
north of the continent, he turned southward, and, watching 
carefully the coast as he went, on the 28th of August, 1609, 
discovered, in latitude thirty-nine degrees and five minutes 
north, a great bay, which he cautiously entered. To this bay 
the name of Delaware was subsequently given, in honor of 
Lord De-la-War, of the Virginia colony, who visited it a year 
afterwards and laid claim to its discovery. Iludson moved 
slowly up the bay, examining the coast on either shore, 
now Delaware and New Jersey, but soon returned, and pro- 
ceeding northward, on the 4th of September discovered the 
Bay of New York, and the great river of the north which 
bears his name. 

The right of the Dutch to the Delaware and the lands 
adjacent thereto was founded on this visit of Hudson to its 
waters, constituting priority of discovery, which was recog- 
nized Ly European nations as a sufficient guarantee for its 
possession. Though having at various periods different desig- 
nations, it was at first chiefly known as the South River, in 
distinction from the Hudson, which was then known as the 
North River, these being the only great rivers in the territory 
claimed by the Dutch. It was called by the Indians Pau- 
taxat, Mariskitton, and Makerish-kisken; by the Dutch, 
Zuyt or South, Nassau, Prince Hendrick, and Charles; by 
the Swedes, New Swedeland Stream; and by the English, 
the Delaware. The bay was also known as New Port Mey 
and Godyn’s Bay. 

Hudson, having returned to Holland and reported his dis- 
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voveries, the States General, on the 27th of March, 1614, 
granted a general charter, securing the privilege of trade 
during four voyages, to parties accepting its provisions, in 
any of its possessions in the New World. The merchants of 
the cities of Amsterdam and Iloorn, accordingly, fitted out 
five vessels to sail under this charter. One of these, the Por- 
tune, belonging to the city of Iloorn, commanded by Cor- 
nelis Jacobsen Mey, upon its arrival on the American coast, 
at once proceeded south, its commander examining and map- 
ping the shore as he went, until he reached Delaware Bay. 
To the two capes at its mouth he gave two of his own 
names, calling the one on the north Mey, and that on the 
south Cornelis. Toa cape still further to the south he gave 
the name Ilindlopen, after a town in Friesland. Another 
of these vessels, commanded by Adrian Block, was, unfor- 
tunately, burned upon its arrival at the mouth of the Hudson, 
and to repair the loss, Block immediately set about building 
another, the new craft when completed being of sixteen tons 
burden, and called the Unrest, the first vessel ever built in 
American waters. After exchanging their cargoes for furs 
and skins, and gathering many articles curious and interesting, 
the vessels all returned to Iolland, except the American-built 
one, which was left under the command of Cornelis Hen- 
drickson. 

On hearing the report of the voyagers, the States General 
passed an edict, dated October 14th, 1614, granting exclusive 
privileges of trade in its New World possessions, to extend 
to four voyages through a period of three years from January 
Ist, 1615, to the Company of Merchants of Amsterdam and 
IIoorn, by which the first expedition had been dispatched. 
In this edict the Dutch possessions in the New World were 
designated New NretHEerLanpDs. 

In the meantime Hendrickson, who had been left behind, 
proceeded to explore the sea-coast, and bay and river of Dela- 
ware, where, to his surprise, he met the three white men who 
had wandered off from the fort on the upper [ludson, and 
were making their way, from the head-waters of the Delaware 
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through the dense forests that fringed its banks, towards the 
coast. On the 19th of August, 1616, a report of Hendrick- 
son’s discoveries was read to the States General, which was 
in these words: ‘‘ Ile hath discovered for his aforesaid masters 
and directors certain lands, a bay, and three rivers, situate 
between thirty-eight and forty degrees, and did there trade 
with the inhabitants, said trade consisting of sables, furs, 
robes, and other skins. He hath found the said country full 
of trees, to wit: oaks, hickory, and pines, which trees were, 
in some places, covered with vines. Ife hath seen, in said 
country, bucks and does, turkeys and partridges. He hath 
found the climate of said country very temperate, judging it 
to be as temperate as this country, Holland. He also traded 
for, and bought from the inhabitants, the Minquas, three per- 
sons, being people belonging to this Company, which three 
persons were employed in the service of the Mohawks and 
Machicang, giving for them kettles, beads, and merchandise.” 

Hendrickson demanded the exclusive privilege of trade 
in the territory which he had explored, and which he claimed 
to have discovered, in compliance with the provisions of the 
general edict; but his demand was denied. In January, 
1618, the general edict expired by its own limitation. The 
establishment of a great West India Company, in imitation 
of the East India Company, was now in contemplation, and 
all applications for exclusive privileges were held in abeyance 
by the States General, though several private expeditions 
were undertaken. 

On the 8d of June, 1621, the Dutch West India Company 
was incorporated, to continue for a period of twenty-four 
years, with a pledge of renewal of its charter at the expira- 
tion of that time. Subscription to its stock was open to all 
nations. It was divided into five branches, that in Amster- 
dam representing four-ninths of the whole, and its govern- 
ment was intrusted to a board of nineteen, of whom eighteen 
represented the five branches, and one was named by the 
States General. Itwas privileged to trade and plant colcnies 
in Africa, from the tropic of Cancer to the Cape of Good 
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Hope, and in America, from the Straits of Magellan to the 
remotest north. 


CORNELIS JACOBSEN MEY, 1624-5. — Under this 
charter an organization was effected in 1623, and vigorous 
efforts at colonization were made. In that year the ship 
New Netherlands, carrying about forty families, chiefly Wal- 
loons, — Protestant fugitives from Belgian provinces, — was 
dispatched to America under the direction of Cornelis Jacob- 
sen Mey and Joriz Tienpont. Iitherto the sole object of the 
Dutch in acquiring territory in the New World had been to 
secure a lucrative trade; and even now the purpose of colo- 
nization seems to have had no higher motive than the hold- 
ing of the territory securely against the encroachments of 
the English in Virginia and New England. 

By the terms of the Company’s organization, the chief 
power throughout all the New Netherlands territory was 
vested in a Director. The first person to exercise this 
power was CorneLis JAcoBsEN Mery. Attracted, doubtless, 
by the roseate reports of the country on the Delaware, Mey, 
soon after his arrival at Manhattan, —novw the site of the city 
of New York, and where the seat of government of all New 

Netherlands had been established, — proceeded thither, and 
ascending the stream about forty-five miles, debarked upon a 
tongue of land between Big and Little Timber creeks, on 
the eastern side of the river, near the site of the present town 
of Gloucester, where he built a fort, which he called Nassau, 
and thus secured a first foothold upon the soil. He was 
accompanied in this enterprise by several men with their 
wives, and evidently intended to effect a permanent settle- 
ment. The following testimony of Catelina Tricho, given in 
1684, at the age of eighty, affords curious confirmation of 
this intention : 3 


“That she came to this Province either in the yeare one 
thousand six hundred and twenty-three or twenty-fouer, to the 
best of her remembrance, an that fouer women came along 
with her in the same shipp, in which the Governor, Arien 
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Jorissen came also over, which fouer women were married 
at sea, and this they and their husbands stayed about three 
weeks at this place, and then they, with eight seamen more, 
went in a vessel by orders of the Dutch Governor, to Dela- 
ware River, and there settled. This I certifie under my hand 
and ye seale of this Province. THo. Donaan.” 


It was soon found impracticable to support and protect this 
feeble colony, and the fort was abandoned after a few months, 
the settlers returning to Manhattan. Communication, how- 
ever, was kept up with the natives in the locality of the fort, 
by sending a vessel thither for purposes of trade. This weak 
attempt at settlement, thus speedily abandoned, has little 
importance in itself, but possesses a marked significance as 
being the germ of future commonwealths upon the Delaware. 


WILLIAM VAN HULST, 1625-6.—In the spring of 
1625, came two ship-loads of cattle, horses, sheep, and swine, 
and Mey was succeeded in the Directorship by William Van 
Hulst. ‘Just then,” says Bancroft, ‘‘ Jean de Lact, a mem- 
ber of the Chamber of Amsterdam, in an elaborate work on 
the West Indies, opportunely drew the attention of his coun- 
trymen to their rising colony, and published Hudson’s own 
glowing description of the land.” 


PETER MINUIT, 1626-83.—In 1626, the West India Com- 
pany beiag determined to establish more firmly its authority 
in the New World, ordained a more formal government with 
enlarged powers. The Director was assisted by a council 
of five, aud a Schout Fiscal, an officer who combined the 
duties of Sheriff and District Attorney. Peter Minuit, of 
Wesel, in the kingdom of Westphalia, was vested with the 
power of Director, and by him a vast tract of land, embracing 
all the southern part of the Island of Manhattan, twenty-two 
thousand acres in extent, now the most thickly peopled part 
of the city of New York, was purchased of the natives for 
the sum of sixty gilders, equivalent to twenty-four dollars. 
During the administration of Minuit, which lasted until 1633, 
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little is recorded of note beyond the regular course of trade, 
which was considerable. ‘The ship that bore the news of the 
purchase of Manhattan to Holland was freighted with seven 
thousand two hundred and forty-six beaver-skins, eight hun- 
dred fifty-three and a half otter-skins, eighty-one mink-skins, 
thirty-six wild-cat skins, and thirty-four rat-skins, with a 
quantity of oak and hickory timber. A due proportion of 
this trade came from the Delaware, and though no fixed 
habitations had yet been established there, ships regularly 
plied between its waters and the Hudson. 


DAVID PIETERZEN DE VRIES, 1632-3.— In 1629, a 
charter of privileges to patroons, a sort of feudal lords, was 
granted by the West India Company. Any one who should 
plant a colony of fifty souls became the ruler and the abso- 
lute possessor of lands sixteen miles in length, if on one 
. bank of a stream, and if on both, half that distance, and 
extending ‘so far into the country as the situation of the 
occupiers would permit.” In the same year, Samuel Goodyn 
and Samuel Bloemaert purchased a large tract of land of the 
natives at the mouth of Delaware Bay, embracing the shore- 
line of what became the two northern colonies of Delaware, 
which purchase was confirmed in presence of the savage chief- 
tains, by the Director, Minuit, and his Council, at Manhattan. 
As soon as the above recited charter of privileges was enacted, 
Goodyn gave notice of his intention to occupy his purchases 
ag Patroon. Goodyn and Bloemaert were joined by David 
Pieterzen De Vries, ‘a bold and skilful seaman,” and subse- 
quently by six others, all members of the West India Com- 
pany, and on the 12th of December, 1630, two vessels, with a 
number of people and a large stock of cattle, were dispatched 
by De Vries under the command of Peter Heyes, to occupy 
the new possessions upon the Delaware. The smaller of 
these vessels was captured, before leaving the Dutch waters, 
by Dunkirk privateers. The other, the Walrus, of eighteen 
guns, proceeded on its course, and arriving in the Delaware, 
a settlement was made on Lewes Creck, a short distance from 
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its mouth, —its commander calling his little fort, which was 
well beset with palisades, Fort Optlandt, and the lands by the 
poetic name of Swanendael (Valley of Swans). 

The chief purpose in acquiring possession of the soil and 
effecting a settlement here, was to cultivate grain and tobacco, 
and, in connection therewith, to carry on the whale-fishery 
along the coast, it appearing from various reports that 
during the winter season whales frequented these waters 
in great numbers. It was one of the arguments which 
Goodyn had used with De Vries to induce him to embark in 
the enterprise, that the whale-fishery could be readily estab- 
lished, and that the oil, at sixty gilders a hogshead, would 
yield a good profit. Ileyes was accompanied on this voyage 
by Gillis Hosset, as commissary of the ship, and on the 5th 
of May, 1631, they together purchased of the Indians, in 
behalf of the Company which they represented, a tract of 
land on the northern shore of the bay, sixteen English miles. 
square, having nearly an equal shore and bay coast line, 
which purchase was confirmed at Manhattan on the 8d of 
June. Ileyes did nothing by way of prosecuting the whale- 
fishery, though he secured a specimen of oil from a dead 
whale which he found on the shore, and leaving Hosset in 
charge of the little colony, which consisted of but thirty-two 
men, he returned to Holland, arriving on the 31st of Sep- 
tember. 

The result of this enterprise was anything but satisfactory, 
the stockholders having anticipated great profits from the 
prosecution of the whale-fishery. It was accordingly deter- 
mined to fit out another expedition, and that De Vries should 
go in person as commander of the vessels and Patroon of the 
colony. Jlaving been supplied with a large vessel and a 
yacht, De Vries set sail on the 24th of May, 1682. At the 
moment of starting he received the mournful and dishearten- 
ing intelligence of the massacre by the savages of the settlers 
who had been left at Swanendael, and the destruction of all 
their possessions. It was not until the 5th of December that 
he reached the mouth of the Delaware, where the cry of ‘a 
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whale near the ship” was well calculated to stimulate the 
cupidity of the commander, and suggest “royal work — the 
whales so numerous, and the land so fine for cultivation.” 
But the site of the former settlement, which was visited on 
the following day, displayed a mournful spectacle, the skulls 
and bones of the colonists, and the heads of the horses and 
cows which they had brought with them, lying scattered 
about on every side, sad witnesses to the savage natures of 
the men of the forest by whom they were surrounded. 
From a native whose confidence was gained, the following 
account of the massacre was drawn: ‘Tle then showed us 
the place where our people had set up a column, to which 
was fastened a piece of tin, whereon the arms of [Holland were 
painted. One of their chiefs took this off for the purpose 
of making tobacco-pipes, not knowing that he was doing 
amiss. ‘Those in command at the house made such an ado 
about it that the Indians, not knowing how it was, went 
away and slew the chief who had done it, and brought a 
token of the dead to the house, to those in command, who 
told them that they wished they had not done it, that they 
should have brought him to them, as they wished to have 
forbidden him not to do the like again. They then went 
away, and the friends of the murdered chief invited their 
friends—as they are a people, like the Italians, who are very 
revengeful——to set about the work of vengeance. Observing 
our people out of the house, each one at his work, that there | 
was not more than one inside, who was lying sick, and a 
large mastiff who was chained—had he been loose they 
would not have dared to approach the house —and the man 
who had command standing near the house, three of the 
stoutest Indians who were to do the deed, bringing a lot of 
bear-skins with them to exchange, sought to enter the house. 
The man in charge went in with them to make the barter, 
which being done, he went to the loft where the stores lay, 
and, in descending the stairs, one of the Indians seized an 
axe and cleft his head so that he fell down dead. They also 
relieved the sick man of life, and shot into the dog, who was 
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chained fast, and whom they most feared, twenty-five arrows 
before they could dispatch him. They then proceeded towards 
the rest of the men, who were at their work, and going 
amongst them with pretensions of friendship, struck them 
down. Thus was our young colony destroyed, causing us 
serious loss.” 

Taught by this sad experience, De Vries adopted an emi- 
nently pacific policy, and, by the free use of presents and 
mild words, gradually gained the esteem and confidence 
of the savages, and finally succeeded in concluding a treaty 
of peace. On the first day of the year 1633, De Vries sailed 
up the river in quest of food, which had been nearly exhausted 
in his long voyage out. At Fort Nassau he met numbers of 
the natives, whom he found to be the sole occupants, and who 
had assembled to trade away their furs; but the voyagers 
could enter upon no trade for gain until their necessities 
were first satisfied. They accordingly moved on up the 
river, where they found natives wearing English jackets, 
which proved to have belonged to a party from the Virginia 


colony who had visited the river the year before in a sloop, 


and had been murdered through the treachery of the Indians. 
At the mouth of Minquaskill (Christina Creek) they saw a 
whale, but, having no means for taking it, returned to the 
ship at Swanendael. On the 18th the yacht again sailed up 
the stream with a fresh supply of goods, but were frozen in 
and detained for nearly a month, experiencing a degree of 
cold which in this latitude, judging by the mild climate of 
Holland, they had deemed impossible. During their deten- 
tion the crew sent out hunting parties, who returned with 
“wild turkeys weighing from thirty to thirty-six pounds.” 
Still in want of certain kinds of provisions necessary for the 
health and well-being of his men, which he was unable to 
obtain from the natives, and evidently desirous of seeing 
what he could of the New World, De Vries sailed for Vir- 
ginia, where he was well received by the Governor, who sent 
a present of six goats to his brother Governor at Manhattan, 
but was surprised to hear that the Dutch had settlements 
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upon the Delaware, setting forth that the territory upon that 
' stream had been discovered by De la War. Having pur- 
chased the needed stores, De Vries returned, and found that 
the party whom he had left at Swanendael had taken but 
seven whales, and these very poor, yielding but thirty-two 
cartels of oil. De Vries was satisfied by the large numbers 
seen that whales frequented these waters, but the small 
quantities of oil obtained from those taken convinced him 
that the business would not be profitable. Accordingly, on 
_ the 14th of April, gathering in all his effects, and taking all 
his party with him, thus leaving the bay clear of Huropeans, 
he set sail for ILolland, touching on his way at Manhattan, 
and leaving the present of the English Governor of Virginia. 


WOUTER VAN TWILLER, 1633-38.—A lucrative trade 
in furs had now been established in the New World, and the 
_ policy adopted by the West India Company seemed to be to 
make every other interest bend to the development of that. 
Hience only such permanent settlements as should enable 
them to hold firmly their possessions, and form a suflicient 
basis for trade, were encouraged. Accordingly, settlements 
‘upon the Delaware were made and abandoned as best suited 
their paramount purpose. As the trade increased in value, the 
strife became animated for its exclusive possession. And nowa 
fatal evil in the system which had been adopted by the Com- 
pany, was developed. Patroonship and directorship came in 
conflict. Patroons had seized upon all the most valuable 
lands, and profitable points of trade, and the director and his 
council, who were vested with supreme authority, found them- 
selves stripped of power. Litter quarrels ensued. The di- 
rector, Peter Minuit, having incurred the enmity of the 
powerful patroons, and forfeited the confidence of the Com- 
pany, was recalled, and Wouter Van Twiller, a near relative 
of one of the most grasping of the patroons, Van Rensselaer, 
was selected to succeed him. To rectify their system, and to 
re-acquire the exclusive control of trade, which had now been 
proven to be profitable, the Company authorized the purchase 
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of patroonships. Accordingly, on the 7th of February, 1635, 
all the patroons having title to lands upon the Delaware sold 
their interests in them to the Directors of the Company for 
fifteen thousand six hundred gilders, equal to six thousand 
two hundred and forty dollars. 

In the mean time, the New England colonies having rapidly 
increased in population, a party from Connecticut, during this 
same year, incited by the love of adventure, under command 
of George Holmes, sailed to the Delaware, with the design of 
planting themselves upon its shores. At Fort Nassau they 
found a Dutch garrison in possession, which they attacked. 
Finding it stronger than they anticipated, they were 
obliged to surrender to the party whom they had sought to 
conquer, who sent them as prisoners to Manhattan, where 
they were pardoned and allowed to settle in the vicinity of 
Fort Amsterdam, the first English to acquire a habitation in 
New Netherland. 
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CHAPTER II. 
DUTCH AND SWEDISH RULE, 1638-55. 


IR WILLIAM KIEFT, 1638-47.— Perer Mryurt, 1638- 

41.—Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, a monarch no 
less renowned for his arbitrary will and personal courage, than 
for his devotion to the rights of humanity and the privileges 
of the Protestant religion, seeing the enterprise displayed by 
neighboring rulers in planting colonies and acquiring lands 
in the New World, determined to extend the power of his 
own throne in the same direction. As early as 1626, a Swed- 
ish West India Company was incorporated by the States of 
Sweden, under royal sanction and patronage, and William 
Usselinex, a Netherlander, who claimed to have been the origi- 
nator of the Dutch Company, was appointed to lead an expe- 
dition. But before the anticipations of prosperity and power 
which were fondly indulged could be realized, and to a 
participation in which all nations were invited, Gustavus — 
found the Protestant religion in Germany in danger of over- 
throw, and postponing his plans of colonization for the time, 
and arbitrarily seizing the treasure which had been pledged 
to the new company, he buckled on his armor and led his 
legions to the defence of the cherished faith. At the battle 
of Liitzen, fought on the 16th of October, 1632, where a glo- 
rious triumph for Protestantism and the rights of conscience 
was gained, the great monarch fell, mortally wounded. 
Though borne down by the cares and sore trials of the cam- 
paign, he had not forgotten his fond purpose of colonization, 
which he had come to regard as “ the jewel of his kingdom,” 
and a few days before his death he earnestly commended it 


to the people of Germany. It was not the hope of trade 
29 








1 #9 
88-880! aon . 


~880I ivztld aaraT— Th-Beot THI W at 
on dformadent tobewe to gitial andy DA euvatenD—, in 
mad! PGBIUIOD igaosteg hua Hiw qienidae id fr) borvwosmot epol 
eogoliving odt bas Yiasemil to atdpix odd of woltoveb aid 108 
“xd ho Ualqeih setiqratae otf guisoa igor tunteotorL ot to. 
ebeel guitispor bas eeinolos Boitaniq at exoloa guhoddgion | 
eitl to r9wog ods baaixe of Bouimweteb. how wok odt nt 
-how2 a OOF eayliaoeA noitostth ome odt mi snot awo  , | 
to eotati@ odd yd boteroqroont saw yaeqgeroD aihal teoW dei 1e 
ailliW ban ,»ysaotiag bus noilonne legoi toban .nobowe 
-retto ost nead ovad 0} homtiel orfw ~obanhodio"“ « xouiloaaT 
-oyxo us Deol of belatoggn enw oyaaqmoD Hotw odt to totem 
rovrog hire yiirequorg ‘to enoltaqiotas alt ooted Intl .aoltib 
& 0} ban ,bosilasr od blues boglebat yibact o1ow doidw 
esvalen®D Besheut ow enoted ihe doitw ot noiteqioliing 
-19¥0 to sowaab oi yuoroD ni sotnifor dnateotorT of} bapot | 
omit sdf tt notssinolos to aang eid gainogieog has wo} | 
b ogholg aood had dsitw onpanost odt guiston ylinevtidts baa | 
eid bol bas toms aid wo bobloud od yymaqmoo won odd of 
ofizad oi tA. shtick hodeirodo odt Yo coustoh out of enoigal oe 
oly a svodw S201 odoteO to Axor odt 60 — mol Io . | 
sonoivantes to etidyix old bos miei: | degansirti evoit 
bhobnuow yiletor: thet. doneaout hong: odd boniog anw 
“nt edt to _— 910% ae worse si wh ere year enn 








































cb to og ot Jom sa cia 


30 DUTCH AND SWEDISH RULE. 


which allured him, but the visions of colonists planted in 
happy homes, a blessing to the common man, to the whole 
_ Protestant world, to all oppressed Christendom. 

Christina, the little daughter of the king, succeeded to the 
throne, and Oxenstiern, the prime minister, desirous of carry- 
ing out the cherished policy of his late master, renewed the 
charter of the Company, and extended its benefits to Ger- 
many, the Chambers at Frankfort confirming the act on the 
26th of June, 1633. But for more than four years active 
operations were delayed. Near the close of the year 1637, 
a little company of Swedes and Finns embarked in two 
small vessels, the Key of Calmar and the Griffin, under the 
charge of the same Peter Minuit, who, in 1626, had been 
invested with the general directorship of New Netherland, and 
who, in 1632, after being involved in frequent quarrels with 
the Patroons, had been superseded by Wouter Van Twiller. 

Early in the spring of 1688, the vessels arrived in Dela- 
ware Bay, and the lands from the southern cape to the falls 
near Trenton were purchased of the Indians. Near the 
mouth of a little creck on the northern limits of the State of 
Delaware, which, in honor of their youthful sovereign, they 
ealled Christina Creek, the party landed and erected a fort, 
~ which they likewise named Christina. Weft, who was now 
Director of New Netherland, sent a vigorous protest to 
Minuit against occupying and erecting forts on any part of 
the territory claimed by the Dutch Company, of which the 
lands upon the Delaware were a part. “ This,” says Kieft, 
‘‘has been our property for many years, occupied with forts, 
and sealed by our blood, which also was done when thou 
wast in the service of New Netherland, and is therefore well 
known to thee.” Minuit, trusting to the power of the flag 
under which he sailed, for Sweden was now one of the fore- 
most of nations, paid little attention to this protest, but went 
on with the erection of his fort, entered upon a vigorous 
competition for the trade in furs, an art which he had learned 
while in the service of the Dutch, and by the end of July 
had completed, his fort had erected pillars inscribed with the 
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letters “C, R.S.,” and the ships, well Jaden with furs, had 
been dispatched for Sweden. 

Minuit remained with his infant colony, and to his enter- 
prise and skill was it due that the settlers were kept together 
and successfully protected against both savage and civilized 
foes. The Dutch were occupying Fort Nassau when the 
Swedes arrived in the river, and continued to hold it for the 
purpose of barter; but the arts of Minuit soon triumphed 
over the traders from Manhattan, Governor Iieft complain- 
ing to his masters soon after, that his trade had fallen off full 
thirty thousand beavers. 

For more than a year the Christina colonists had no aid nor ~ 
intelligence from their former homes, and they at length 
began to be in want. So pressing had their necessities finally 
become, that they had made overtures to the authorities at 
Manhattan for permission to remove thither; but on the day 
before this removal was to have taken place, early in the 
year 1640, a ship, richly laden with cattle and provisions, 
opportunely arrived upon the Delaware, and saved them the 
loss and humiliation of giving up their settlement. Minuit 
governed the colony for nearly three years with singular 
success, avoiding hostile encounters with the natives, and 
with the Dutch who claimed the soil, and finally died in the 
midst of the colony which he had planted. 


PETER TIOLLANDAER, 1641-43. — Peter Hollandaer, a 
Swede, was commissioned by the home government as Gov- 
ernor of New Sweden, in 1641. He had previously sailed 
with the colonists who had been sent to reinforce the original 
settlers. At about this time attempts were made by parties 
of English, from the New England and Virginia colonies, to 
get a foothold upon the Delaware. A party from Connecti- 
cut, sailing under command of Robert Cogswell, had planted 
themselves at the mouth of Salem Creck, near the present 
site of Salem, N. J. Another company had boldly sailed up 
past Fort Nassau, and without any commission of a potentate 
had made a beginning of settlement on the Schuylkill. 
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These audacious intrusions were regarded by the authorities 
at New Amsterdam as intolerable indignities, and Jan Jansen 
Van Ilpendam was sent with two vessels anda hostile force to 
dispossess them. The intruders on the Schuylkill were routed, 
their fort destroyed, and themselves roughly handled. The 
party at Salem Creek was also driven away, the Swedes at 
Christina lending a helping hand. 


JOHN PRINTZ, 16438-53.— After holding authority for 
about a year and a half, ILollandaer was succeeded by John 
Printz, who, in addition to the usual commission, received 
minute instructions for his guidance, dated August 15th, 1642, 
at Stockholm. Ile was, first of all, to maintain friendly rela- 
tions with the Indians, and by the advantage of low prices, 
hold their trade. His next care was to cultivate enough 
grain for the wants of the colonists, and, when this was 
insured, turn his attention to the culture of tobacco, the rais- 
ing of cattle and sheep, especially sheep of a good species, the 
culture of the grape, and the raising of silk-worms. The 

manufacture of salt by evaporation, and the search for metals 
and minerals, were to be prosecuted, and an inquiry into the 
establishment of fisheries, with a view to profit, especially 
the whale fishery, was to be made. Sailing from Gottenburg, 
on the Ist of Nov., 1642, in the Stoork and Renown, the new 
Governor and a strong party of settlers, after a tedious voy- 
age, arrived at Fort Christina, on the 15th of Feb., 1643. 
Printz was a military man, having been Lieutenant-Coloncel 
of cavalry, and at once detected the weakness of the fort for 
commanding the navigation of the river. Tle accordingly 
selected a site for a new fort on the island of Tinicum, which 
he at once proceeded to erect. Ilere, also, he built for 
himself a palace suited to his rank, in the midst of orchards 
and pleasure grounds, the bricks used in its construction 
having been brought from Stockholm. These bricks, of a 
pale-yellow color, and quite small, are still found in the 
neighborhood. The fort, which was called New Gottenburg, 
was built of “ groenen logs,” and made quite strong. Printz 
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nlso erected a fort called Elsinborg, near the mouth of Salem 
Creek, which he garrisoned with a lieutenant and twelve 
men, and on which were mounted eight brass twelve- 
pounders. All ships ascending the river were obliged to lie 
to, lower their colors, and secure a permit from the Governor 
before they were allowed to proceed. 

Towards the close of the year 1643, John Pappegoya, who 
had previously been upon the Delaware, but had returned to 
Sweden, and who appears to have been a favorite at court, 
received from the Queen and her council, a letter dated at 
Stockholm on the 2d of November, 1648, commending him 
to Governor Printz, and requesting that he be “ graciously 
employed in order to his advancement.” ‘This request was 
promptly accorded, Pappegoya marrying the Governor’s 
daughter, and himself becoming Lieutenant-Governor of the 
province. The Minguas Indians, a tribe of the Five Nations 
who dwelt upon the Conestoga, possessed of great enterprise 
and skill in trapping for furs, brought by far the most lucra- 
tive trade to the Europeans. This the Swedes had monopo- 
lized. Indeed, the western bank of the Delaware, and its 
tributary, the Schuylkill, were exclusively claimed by them, 
and though ort Elsenborg had been built upon the opposite 
bank, the titles to lands upon the western side had always 
been regarded as of especial binding force. Van Ilpendam, 
who had been sent by Kieft to drive away the English upon 
the Delaware, and who had remained at Fort Nassau as Com- 
missary or vice-Director, having forfeited the confidence of 
Governor Kieft, was recalled, and Andreas Hudde was ap- 
pointed to exercise authority in his place. Judde seems to 
have been a man singularly discreet and politic, and to have 
adopted the instructions given by the ministers of Christina 
to Printz, ‘‘ to work underhand as much as possible with good 
manners and success.” Conflict of authority frequently arose 
between these two vicegerents of power as they faced each 
other from opposite sides of the stream, in which vigorous 
remonstrances and sharp protests passed between Tinicum 


and Nassau; but beyond this exchange of harmless paper 
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missiles, the war was rarely carried. Under the vigilant and 
crafty policy of IIudde, the Dutch began gradually to push 
settlements upon the west shore. Land near the mouth of 
the Schuylkill, now the site of the city of Philadelphia, was 
acquired of the Indians, and a fort erected thereon. Printz, - 
to show his contempt for this encroachment upon his domin- 
ions, immediately built a large frame building in its front, in 
close proximity, so as to cut off its command of the river. 
Iludde, believing in the policy of hold-fast, paid little atten- 
tion to this indignity; but quictly exercised all his arts to 
acquire favor with the Indians, and to secure possession of 
their lands. 


PETER STUYVESANT, 1647-64.— On the 27th of May, 
1647, Peter Stuyvesant succeeded to the supreme director- 
ship of New Netherland. Upon his assumption of power he 
found the integrity of his dominions threatened on all sides. 
New England was pushing him upon the north and east, and 
the Swedes upon the south. To maintain undiminished his 
territory, he had need for all his executive ability. Coinmis- 
sary ILudde was retained upon the Delaware, and by his con- 
stant vigilance kept his master well informed of all that was 
passing in his viceroyalty. Ile complains of constant aggres- 
sions and annoyances on the part of the Swedes, but these 
were doubtless mutual; for the Dutch had evidently deter- 
mined to gradually envelop and circumscribe the dominions 
of the Swedes until they should be compelled to yield to the 
Dutch power. ; 

This is foreshadowed in the recommendation of Stuyvesant 
to the West India Company, to plant a colony at Swanendael, 
another on the east side of the bay, and a third at the Com- 
pany’s redoubt at Beversreede. To discover what titles the 
Swedes had to lands upon the Delaware, Stuyvesant, in 1651, 
sailed thither, and opened negotiations with Printz, at first in 
writing, and finally in person, when the question as to titles 
was propounded. Printz, without producing any records, . 
drew up a writing in which he made ‘the Swedish limits 
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wide enough.” But this failed to satisfy Stuyvesant, who 
characterized it as a subterfuge, and adduced what he re- 
garded as plain proof of his allegation. Numerous complaints, 
and claims of indemnity for losses sustained by lawless con- 
duct of the Swedes, were presented to the Governor during 


his stay. Determined to put an end to these troubles, Stuy- 


vesant having acquired title from the Indians to lands south 
of Fort Christina, proceeded to erect a new fort on com- 
manding ground, the site of the present town of New Castle, 
which he called Fort Casimir; whereupon Fort Nassau was 
abandoned and destroyed as of no further value. Printz pro- 
tested against this encroachment upon lands claimed by the 
Swedes; but beyond protests he secms to have meditated no 
more hostile demonstration; for before the departure of 
Stuyvesant, the two Governors had friendly conference, in 
which “ they mutually promised not to commit any hostile or 
vexatious acts against one another, but to maintain together 
all neighborly friendship and correspondence, as good friends 


and allies are bound to do.” igmaex 


JOHN PAPPEGOYA, 1653-54.— The Dutch Fort Casi- 
mir rendered the Swedish Fort Elsinborg, which had been 
relied on to command the navigation of the river, useless, and 
it was accordingly abandoned; but on the plea that it had 
become uninhabitable on account of the mosquitoes, which 
swarmed about it like a resistless plague. Governor Printz, 
having by this time, doubtless, discovered that he had been 
overreached by the crafty Iludde and the headstrong Peter 
Stuyvesant, and that his power was fast waning, asked to be 
relieved of the government of the colony. Without awaiting 
the answer of the Queen, Printz set sail for Sweden in Octo- 
ber, 1653, leaving his son-in-law, Pappegoya, in chief author-- 
ity. Printz’s administration was. anything but successful. 
Ife seems to have come to America with the expectation of 
holding court in the New World with all the formality and 
insignia of royalty preserved by the petty potentates of Eu- 
rope. Ife isrepresented by De Vries, who came in a ship from 
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New Amsterdam to visit him in October, 1643, as a man very 
furious and passionate, immense in person, weighing over 
four hundred pounds, and as drinking “ three drinks at every 
meal.” He was difficult of access, requiring communication 
to be made to him in writing, and when messengers came 
bringing intelligence that was distasteful, subjecting them to 
personal abuse, and sending them home “bloody and 
bruised.” This was not the kind of government required 
for an infant colony, estimated at various periods to number 
from fifty to three hundred souls, having to maintain a vigor- 
ous competition with a rival power upon the river, and to 
preserve peace and friendly relations with the fickle and 
ignorant savages of the forest. 

In November, 1653, the Swedish College of Commerce 
granted to John Amundson a commission as Captain in the 
Navy, and sent him to the Delaware to superintend the von- 
struction of vessels, he having obtained a grant of land vpon 
the river, favorably located for the prosecution of shipbuilding. 
Printz had brought under cultivation a farm upon the island 
of Tinicum, which he had much improved and planted. This 
had been granted to him by royal favor, which upon his de- 
parture he left to his daughter, the wife of Pappegoya, where 
the Governor’s residence was maintained. Pappegoya re- 
tained his power but five or six months. 


JOHN CLAUDE RYSINGH, 1654-55.— The anplication 
of Printz to be relieved was not acted on for nearly two 
months after the Governor had taken his departure, its accept- 
ance bearing date of 12th of December. Ile was granted 
the desired favor, but he was urged to remain until a suc- 
cessor could be duly provided. On the same day that this 
document was signed, John Claude Rysingh, who had been 
Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce in Stockholm, was 
commissioned as vice-Director of New Sweden, and sailing 1n 
| the government ship Aren, arrived in the colony near the 
close of May, 1654. Tle was not invested with the absolute 
powers which had been conferred upon Printz. Military and 
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naval authority was bestowed upon John Amundson, who 
was also to have superintendence of government shipbuild- 
ing, but in such a manner that neither was to decide or 
approve anything without consulting the other; and a coun- 
cil, formed of the best instructed and most reliable officers in 
the country, was established for the exercise of civil authority, 
of which Rysingh was director. He was instructed to em- 
ploy none but the mildest measures against the Dutch at 
Fort Casimir; and it was recommended, if he could not 
induce them to abandon it by argument, that he should en- 
deavor to supersede its importance and power, by building 
another fort below. 

Disregarding the explicit instructions of the home govern- 
ment to pursue a pacific policy, Rysingh had no sooner 
arrived in the river and ascertained that the Dutch garrison 
at Fort Casimir was weak and would be powerless to resist 
him, than he assumed the offensive. Gerrit Bicker, who was 
in command of the fort, upon seeing a strange sail approach- 
ing, sent his secretary, Van Tienhoven, to learn its character 
and destination. Rysingh detained the messenger and his 
escort until the following day, when he sent a company of 
soldiers under the leadership of Lieutenant Swen Schute, a 
soldier of long service in the colony, marked by royal favors, 
who followed close upon the path of the messenger, and 
entering the fort, where they were received as friends, pro- 
ceeded to take forcible possession, rifling the garrison, even 
to side-arms. The conduct of Rysingh is defended on the 
plea that in the correspondence between the Dutch and 
Swedish home governments, the complaints of encroach- 
ments on the part of the Dutch in building Fort Casimir 
had been answered by saying “if the Dutch are found 
encroaching upon Swedish territory, drive them off,’ and 
that his answer may have been communicated to Rysingh 
after receiving his general instructions. . 

Finding that the new vice-Governor was disposed to assume 
the responsibility of government, and a more aggressive policy 
than he was inclined to pursue, Pappegoya, leaving his wife 
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in possession of Printz Hall, departed for Europe soon after, 
whereupon Rysingh assumed the title of Director-general. 
One of his first acts, after gaining full possession of the terri- 
tory, was to call together the chief sachems of tribes far around, 
for the purpose of establishing the old-time friendship, which 
during the sway of the arbitrary and irascible Printz had 
been well nigh destroyed. Ten grand sachems assembled at 
the seat of government on Tinicum Island. In this grave 
council, conducted with all that decorum and gravity which 
was a characteristic of the North American Indian, bitter 
complaints were made of the ill treatment which the natives 
had received at the hands of the Swedes, chief among which 
was that many of their number had died, plainly pointing, 
though not explicitly saying it, to the giving of spirituous 
liquors as the cause. Rysingh, without attempting to answer 
these complaints, distributed valuable presents which he had 
brought with him for the purpose. Whereupon the chiefs 
sat apart for conference. With the piled up presents in their 
midst, Naaman, the most vencrable and sincere among them, 
spoke: ‘‘ Look,’ said he, pointing to the presents, ‘and see 
what they have brought to us, for which they desire our 
friendship.’ So saying, he stroked himself three times down 
his arm, which, among the Indians, was a token of friend- 
ship; afterwards he thanked the Swedes on behalf of his 
people for the presents they had received, and said that 
friendship should be observed more strictly between them 
than it had been before; that the Swedes and the Indians 
had been in Governor Printz’s time as one body and one 
heart (striking his breast as he spoke), and that thencefor- 
ward they should be as one head; in token of which he took 
hold of his head with both hands, and made a motion as if 
he were tying a knot, and then he made this comparison: 
That, as the calabash was round without any crack, so they 
should be a compact body without any fissure; and that if 
any should attempt to do any harm to the Indians, the Swedes 
should immediately inform them of it, and, on the other 
hand, the Indians would give immediate notice to the Chris- 
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tians of any plots against them, even if it were in the middle 
of the night. On this they were answered, that that would be 
indeed a true and lasting friendship, if every one would agree 
to it; on which they gave a general shout in token of consent. 
Immediately on this the great guns were fired, which pleased 
them extremely, and they said, ‘Poo, hoo, hoo; mokirick picon,’ 
that is to say, ‘I[ear and believe, the great guns are fired.’” 
All the treaties which had been concluded with the Indians 
from the first settlement, and which had been recorded at 
Stockholm, were produced and confirmed. ‘‘ When those 
who had signed the deeds heard their names they appeared 
to rejoice, but, when the names were read of those who were 
dead, they hung their heads in sorrow.” * The ceremonies 
were concluded with feasting and drinking, and the treaties, 
confirmed in this solemn and characteristic manner, were 
ever after kept. 

In a letter addressed to the home government, dated July 
11th, 1654, Rysingh gives a flattering account of the progress 
of the colony since his arrival, which he estimates to have 
quadrupled in population and in ground under cultivation ; 
“for then,” he says, “we found only seventy persons, and 
now, including Iollanders and others, there are three hun- 
dred and sixty-cight persons.” + Among the wants of the 
Governor he is particular in making known to the minister 
that of a wife. ‘ Sufficiently plain offers,” he says, have been 
made to him by the English who have visited the colony, but 
he would not think of entering into an alliance without the 
approval of the minister, whose advice he relies on with more 
confidence than that of any other person in the world; and he 
expresses a special desire that he would send him a good one. 

But the morning of his administration, which had thus 
dawned so brightly, was soon destined to be obscured by 
clouds and darkness, though through no lack of wisdom and 
enterprise on his part. The Dutch at Manhattan had greatly 
increased in strength and numbers, while the Swedes upon 
the Delaware, in their best estate, were but feeble. The 


* Campanius, 77, + Haz. Ann. 158. 
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Swedes had gained a momentary advantage in the capture 
of Fort Casimir; but that very triumph was regarded by 
the Dutch as an encroachment upon, and an insult to their 
power, and was to be seized upon as the immediate occasion 
for breaking up entirely the Swedish dominion in the New 
World. For the West India Company, on learning of the 
loss of the fort, sent orders to Stuyvesant “to exert every 
nerve to avenge the insult by not only replacing matters on 
the Delaware in their former position, but by driving the 
Swedes from every side of that river.” In the meantime, a 
Swedish ship, called the G'olden Shark, was piloted by mis- 
take or treachery behind Staten Island, where it was cap- 
tured by the Dutch, and was held by Stuyvesant as a reprisal 
for the seizure of Fort Casimir. Van Elswyck, its captain, 
was dispatched to the Delaware with a request that Rysingh 
would either repair in person to Manhattan, or send one duly 
qualified to settle the difficulties between them, and secure 
the release of the ship. To this Rysingh declined to listen. 
A wordy correspondence ensued, the only effect of which 
was to widen the breach. 

Peace had been concluded between England and Holland, 
and Queen Christina, now at the age of twenty-nine, ended 
a feeble reign by voluntarily yielding the throne to her cousin 
Charles Gustavus. Holland, free from foreign war, and be- 
holding the power of Sweden rapidly waning since the days 
of Gustavus Adolphus, determined to pursue an aggressive 
policy in the New World. Accordingly, five armed vessels 
were sent to Stuyvesant, with a renewal of the order to drive 
the Swedes from the Delaware. Determined to go with 
sufficient force to be master of the situation, the Dutch 
Governor, with much ado, collected a force of over six hun- 
dred men, and, after attending solemn religious services, 
sailed on the afternoon of Sunday, September 4th, 1655, in 
seven vessels, bent upon conquest. On the following day he 
arrived in the bay. Fort Elsinborg, which had been aban- 
doned, was first seized. Fort Casimir, or Trinity, which name 
it had received since falling into the hands of the Swedes, 
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was under command of Swen Schute, and Fort Christina un- 
der Governor Rysingh in person. The surrender of Casimir 
was demanded by Stuyvesant as the property of the Dutch. 
Schute held out until the following day, when, having had 
an interview with Rysingh, and secing that resistance was 
useless, capitulated upon honorable terms. At Christina 
Rysingh decided to offer resistance, and, accordingly, Stuy- 
vesant determined upon its reduction by siege, which, after 
an investment of fourteen days, was also surrendered, even 
more favorable terms being accorded to the garrison than to 
that at Casimir. The conduct of the Dutch troops during 
the continuance of the siege, and after the capitulation, was 
most inhuman. The laws of civilized warfare were set at 
naught. According to the remonstrance of Rysingh, Stuy- 
vesant’s men ‘acted as if they had been on the lands of their 
inveterate enemy,” plundering the Swedish villages, and at 
Fort Christina violently tearing women from their houses, 
destroying buildings, and butchering, day after day, oxen, 
cows, swine, and other creatures: ‘‘ Even the horses were 
not spared, but wantonly shot, the plantations destroyed, and 
the whole country left so desolate that scarce any means are 
remaining for the subsistence of the inhabitants.” ‘ The 
flower of their troops [Swedish] were picked out and sent to 
New Amsterdam, under the pretext of their free choice, 
being forcibly carried on board their ships.” 

Stuyvesant determined to make thorough work, and suc- 
eeeded well in his purpose. The Swedes and Finns who 
desired to remain were required to take an oath of allegiance | 
to the Dutch power, and even those who chose to return to 
the mother country were obliged to take a like oath, to be 
binding until their departure. . 

Thus ended the power of the Swedish arms in the New 
World. It had been maintained from 1638 to 1655, a period 
of a little more than seventeen years. ‘The descendants 
of these colonists,” says Bancroft, “in the course of genera- 
tions, widely scattered and blended with emigrants of other 
lineage, constitute probably more than one part in two hun- 
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dred of the present population of the country. At the sur- 
render, they did not much exceed seven hundred souls. Free 
from ambition, ignorant of the ideas which were convulsing 
the English mind, it was only as Protestants that they shared 
the impulse of the age. They cherished the calm earnest- 
ness of religious feeling; they reverenced the bonds of family 
and the purity of morals; their children, under every disad- 
vantage of want of teachers and of Swedish books, were well 
instructed. With the natives they preserved peace. A love 
for Sweden, their dear mother country, the abiding senti- 
ment of loyalty towards its sovereign, continued to distinguish 
the little band; at Stockholm, they remained for a century 
the objects of a disiuterested and generous regard; affection 
united them in the New World; and a part of their descend- 
ants still preserve their altar and their dwellings, around 
the graves of their fathers.” Of the Dutch, who were now 
in full possession, he says: “‘ They sounded with exultation 
the channel of the deep stream, which was no longer shared 
with the Swedes; they counted with delight its many lovely 
runs of water, on which the beaver built his villages; and 
the great travelers who had visited every continent, as they 
ascended the Delaware, declared it one of the noblest rivers 
in the world. Its banks were more inviting than the lands 
on the Amazon.” 
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CHAPTER III. 
DUTCH RULE, 1655-64. 


PETER STUYVESANT, 1655-64. — Denck Saint, 1655. 

Scarcely had his operations upon the Delaware been con- 
cluded, when Stuyvesant was summoned home in great haste 
to defend his possessions upon the Hudson, the Indians hav- 
ing risen in the absence of the Governor and the military, 
massacred and carried away into captivity large numbers 
of the helpless and unoftending settlers, and laid their habi- 
tations in ruins. Leaving Derck Smidt—who had been sent 
as the herald from the fleet to demand the surrender of 
Fort Casimir —as Schout-Fiscal and chief agent of the Dutch 
in the conquered province, Stuyvesant hastened away with 
all his foree to punish the savages and restore his authority 
at home. 


JONN PAUL JACQUET, 1655-57.— On the 29th of 
November, John Paul Jacquet was appointed vice-Director 
of the entire settlements upon the Delaware, with the seat of 
government at Fort Casimir. A council was given him, con- 
sisting of Andreas IIudde, secretary, surveyor, and keeper 
of the keys of the Fort, Elmerhuysen Klein, commissary, 
and two of the most expert freemen to constitute a court for 
the trial of civil causes. Two sergeants were to take the 
place of the two freemen in the trial of military offenders. 
In March following, the Swedish ship Mercury arrived with 
one hundred and thirty emigrants, the authorities in Sweden 
having had no intimation of the conquest of their colony at 
the time of sailing. The ship was not allowed to pass Fort 


Casimir, and its commander was referred to Director-General 
| 43 
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Stuyvesant at Manhattan. To him application was accord- 
ingly made for permission to ascend and land the passengers ; 
but Stuyvesant refused his assent, and ordered it to be 
brought at once to Manhattan. In the meantime, a party of 
Swedes and Indians boarded the vessel, and, running past the 
fort, landed the passengers, who settled and were absorbed in 
the colony. Pappegoya, the son-in-law of Printz, was of the 
number. The armed vessel Balance was dispatched by Stuy- 
vesant to bring the Mercury to New Amsterdam, where the 
commander was permitted to discharge his cargo. 


JACOB ALRICHS, 1657-59.— Cotony or City. — The ex- 
pense of fitting out the expedition for the reduction of New 
Sweden was considerable, and had become a heavy burden 
to the Company. ‘The city of Amsterdam had loaned a part 
of the money thus used; and to settle that claim, the Com- 
pany sold to the city, for the sum of seven hundred thousand 
gilders, all that tract of land on the south bank of the 
Delaware, reaching from the east side of Christina Creek to 
the ocean, and extending bacls into the country to the lands 
of the Minquas. This sale was ratified by the States-General 
on the 16th of August, 1656, and the territory thus ceded 
was designated Mieuer Amstel. The government of this 
colony was vested in forty commissioners, to reside in the 
city of Amsterdam, by whom Jacob Alrichs was appointed 
Director. Forty soldiers, under command of Captain Martin 
Krygier and Lt. Alexander D’Hinoyossa, and one hundred 
and fifty emigrants, were sent in three small vessels to the 
colony. Upon his arrival, Alrichs appointed Andreas Hudde 
to the command of Fort Christina, now called Altona, and 
of New Gottenburg; and upon his assumption of power, the 
authority of Jacquet ceased. 


GHRAN VAN DYCK, 1657-58.—Cotony or Company.— 
Over the Swedes and Finns, who dwelt above the limits of 
the city’s colony, Geran Van Dyck was appointed to exer- 
cise authority, with the title of Schout-Fiscal. By his sugges- 
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tion, Stuyvesant, under whose orders he acted, issued a pro- 
clamation inviting the Swedes to abandon their scattered 
habitations, and assemble themselves together in one village. 
This request was not acceded to; and the proposition to 
compel obedience to the mandate was abandoned, on the 
suggestion of the successor to Van Dyck, who had discovered 
that it would be a great hardship to force these settlers from 
‘the lands which they had subdued and brought under culti- 
yation, and from the humble habitations which had become 
endeared to them by the struggles they had endured to 
- obtain them. 

“vert Pieterson,” says Smith, in his history of Delaware 
County, “who held the office of schoolmaster, comforter 
of the sick, and setter of the psalms, in the City Colony, 
writes to the commissioners that, upon his arrival in April, 
he found but twenty families in Nieuer Amstel, all Swedes 
except five or six families. He appears to have been a man 
of observation, and suggests our black-walnut timber for 
making gun-stocks; requests that inquiries be made of the 
gunsmiths in respect to its value, and in what shape it should 
be cut. In August he had a school of twenty-five children. 
This is the first school established on the river of which we 
have any account.” | 

The governors of both city and company colonies seem to 
have been still under the supervision’ of General Director 
Stuyvesant; for we find both Alrichs and Van Dyck com- 
municating with him, and seeking his advice and direction. 
Stuyvesant visited the colony in 1658, being drawn thither 
by the conflicts of authority between the two vice-governors, 
and by the fact that many things connected with the trade 
of the colony needed a careful inspection. He was met by 
Van Dyck and the leading Swedish citizens, who renewed 
their oaths of allegiance, and made known their complaints 
and wants. 


WILLIAM BEEKMAN, 1658-63.— CoLony or Company. 
Stuyvesant’s chief purpose in visiting the colony seems to 
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nave been to put a stop to smuggling, which had sprung up 
and was becoming a serious evil. Upon his return, he re- 
ported the irregularities which he had discovered to the 
West India Company, and recommended that some com- 
petent person be appointed to have complete supervision of 
the revenues arising from imports and trade, both in the 
City’s and the Company’s colonics. Accordingly, William 
Beekman,* an alderman and an elder in the church at New 
Amsterdam, was appointed to this office, with the title of vice- 
Director and Commissary. 

The year 1658 was one of great distress in the colony. A 
prevailing sickness, short crops, and an unsettled state of 
affairs in the government, bore heavily upon it. ‘* Continued 
sickness,” says Alrichs, ‘‘ curbed us so far down that all the 
labor in the field and agriculture was abandoned ;” and adds, 
“¢ Winter, early, long, and unexpected, caused great distress.” 
To increase this distress, emigrants arrived without supplies. 
In January, 1659, the wife of Alrichs died. The Amsterdam 
Company, not satisfied with the profits of its investment, 
made new and exacting conditions of settlement, which 
caused much discontent among the colonists, and these con- 
ditions being imposed at a time of grievous afflictions, many 


_ * “Wilhelmus Beeckman was born at Hasselt, in Overyssell, in 1623; served 
the West India Company on board The Princess; settled as a merchant in New 
Amsterdam, in 1647; was married to Catalina De Booghs, a native of Amster- 
dam, on the 5th of September, 1649; was appointed Lieutenant of the Burgher 
Corps, in 1651; one of the Schepens of New Amsterdam, when that city was 
incorporated, in February, 1653, in which office he was continued in 1654, 1656, 
1657, and 1673; Commissary of South River, in July, 1658; Vice-Director of 
the same Colony, in October, 1658; Commissary at Esopus, in July, 1664; 
Burgomaster of New Orange, in 1674; and an Alderman of New York in 1679, 
1680, 1682, and 1685; and Alderman of the East Ward of the city, from 1691 
until 1695; and died in 1707, aged eighty-four years, leaving six children — 
Marie (wife of Nicholas William Stuyvesant), Hendrick, Gerardus, Cornelia, 
Johannes, and Jacobus. 

“Te was engaged in business as a brewer, as the successor of Thomas Hall, 
in Smit’s Vly [Pearl] near Beekman Street, ‘where William and Beekman 
streets still bear his name;’ and his descendants, widely scattered over the 
country, are among the most respectable and respected of its inhabitants.” — 
Henry B. Dawson, List. Mag., 1867, 358. 
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fled to the English settlements in Maryland. Learning from 
these visitors that sore distress prevailed upon the Delaware, 
and judging it to be a favorable time to acquire possession 
of the territory, which had always been claimed by the Eng- 
lish on the plea of discovery by De la War, Lord Balti- 
more, Proprietor of Maryland, sent commissioners to demand 
its surrender, or the submission of the settlers to English 
rule. This demand was vigorously resisted by Stuyvesant, 
to whom it was referred, who sent commissioners to the 
Chesapeake to defend the Dutch claims by argument, while 
he dispatched a company of sixty soldiers to the Delaware, 
to maintain his power by force. This vigorous policy had 
the desired effect, and Lord Baltimore allowed his claim to 
rest. 

Towards the close of the year 1659, Alrichs, after having 
administered the affairs of the colony for a period of a little 
more than two years, during which his people and his family 
had been visited by dire afflictions, was relieved by death. It 
would appear from the complaints made against him by those 
most intimately associated with him in the government, that 
many of the evils under which the colony grieved, were due 
to his own maladministration. 


ALEXANDER D’IIINOYOSSA, 1659-64. — Conony oF 


City, — Previous to his death, Alrichs had recommended the 


appointment of Alexander D’Ilinoyossa, in whose hands he 
left the government, as his successor. This recommendation 
was approved and confirmed by the commissioners. The 
administration of D’Iinoyossa was little less turbulent than 
his predecessor’s had been. Conflicts of authority between 
himself, who represented the City’s colony, and Beekman, 
who had charge of the revenues of the West India Company 
from all the settlements on the Delaware, were frequent, and 


many complaints were made to their respective masters in 


Nolland. D’Uinoyossa refused to recognize the authority of 
Stuyvesant over him, as his predecessor had done, claiming 
that his 2nly source of power, and consequent accountability 
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to, was the commissioners of the Company of the City of 
Amsterdam. The West India Company claimed jurisdiction 
over the commerce of the entire district, and insisted upon a 
strict collection of the revenues, while the City’s colony 
sought to evade the payment. Tired of these conflicts and 
petty strifes, negotiations were entered into for the retransfer 
of the Nieuer Amstel Colony to the West India Company. 
Not succeeding in this, the commissioners of the city effected 
a new loan, with the determination of infusing fresh enterprise 
into its colonial affairs. D’Hinoyossa seems to have been 
more successful than his predecessor in securing the peace 
and internal quiet of his little kingdom, and in making such 
regulations in relation to trade and settlement as to attract 
the Swedes from the territory above to his dominions.” The 
Finns, who, as we have noticed, had gone to Maryland to 
settle, became dissatisfied, and meditated a return, and their 
friends who visited them with the purpose of joining them 
there, came back with evil tidings, and more firmly resolved 
than ever to abide in Nieuer Amstel. Encouraged by the 
favorable turn in affairs, the commissioners of the city nego- 
tiated a transfer of all the territory on the east side of the 
Delaware to their dominions. Attracted by the liberal offers 
of aid to settlers which were made by the commissioners, a 
hew impulse was given to emigration. A community known 
as Mennonites resolved to emigrate ina body. By the terms 
of their association, clergymen were not allowed to join them, 
nor any ‘intractable people— such as those in communion 
with the Roman See; usurious Jews, English stiffnecked 
Quakers; Puritans; foolhardy believers in the Millennium ; 
and obstinate modern pretenders to revelation.” 

Negro slaves had been early introduced into the New 
Amsterdam colonies, the use of which had been commended 
by the home companies. At about this time, Beekman made 
an urgent application to Stuyvesant for some slaves, and 
D’Hinoyossa, ina formal paper addressed to the commissioners, 
requested that a contract be immediately made for fifty head 
of slaves to till the rich valleys along the Delaware. 
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ALEXANDER D HINOYOSSA. 49 


Intent on securing the greatest prosperity for his colony, 
and tired of the constant clashing of interests between the 
jurisdictions of the double authority, D’Hinoyossa visited 
Hf[olland in 1663, for the purpose of securing for the City 
Company the entire government of the settlements upon the 
Delaware. In this he was successful, and upon his return in 
December, Stuyvesant made a formal transfer of authority. 

By this action Beekman was left without jurisdiction, and 
soon after returned to New Amsterdam, where he was ap- 
pointed by Stuyvesant commissary at Hsopus, upon the Iud- 
son. ‘While the two colonies were kept up,” says Acrelius, 
‘Beekman had a share in the administration; but he was 
little considered. This made him envious of D’Ilinoyossa, 
whom he aspersed in frequent letters to Stuyvesant.” 

The Swedish West India Company was not disposed 
quietly to submit to the loss of its possessions upon the 
Delaware. Vigorous remonstrances were made against the 
attitude which the Dutch Company had assumed, and de- 
mands were made for the restoration of their territory. But 
the Dutch, having taken forcible possession, would yield 
nothing. Until 1664 the Swedes allowed their claims to rest; 
but in that year vigorous measures were planned for punish- 
ing their assailants and repossessing their colony, and a fleet 
bearing a military force was fitted out for the purpose. It 
appears that this force set sail, but meeting with misfortunes 
upon the sca, was obliged to return, and the project was 
finally abandoned. 

From the time of the transfer of the entire settlements on 
the Delaware to the Company of the City of Amsterdam, 
D’Hinoyossa held undivided authority until the conquest of 
all New Netherland by the English, a period of nearly ten 
months. Upon the downfall of Dutch rule, D’Hinoyossa 
returned to Ilolland, and entered the army of the States. He 
served in the war between Louis XIV. and the Republic, 
and he is mentioned as one of the garrison of a fortress 
which surrendered to the French. He ended his days in 


Holland. 
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CHAPTER IY. 
ENGLISH RULE, 1664-78. 


OL. RICHARD NICHOLLS, 1664-67.—Conflict between 
Dutch and English rule in the New World was early de- 
veloped. Virginia and Maryland had repeatedly claimed the 
territory upon the Delaware; Massachusetts insisted on the 
right of an indefinite extension of its territory to the west; 
and Connecticut not only claimed the islands to the south, 
but that, by the terms of its charter, its western boundary 
was the Pacific. Against these pretensions on all sides, Stuy- 
vesant protested vigorously, significantly asking, ‘‘ Where, 
then, is New Netherland?” In September, 1663, secing the 
New England colonies marching steadily toward the Hudson, 
Stuyvesant made a voyage to Boston, where he met the dele- 
gates of the United Colonies, and entered his complaints; 
but he could secure no concessions or guaranties, —the New 
_ Englanders pointing to their grants from the British crown, 
and relying upon its power for their vindication. 

The English Government had always claimed the territory 
which the Dutch had been permitted to oecupy; and Crom- 
well, in his time, had planned its recovery. The purpose 
had been renewed in the time of his son; but in neither 
reign had forcible measures been adopted. Had the plan 
of Dutch colonization been more vigorous, and its system of 
government not been beset with fatal inherent evils, its con- 
quest would have presented serious difficulties. , But the 
almost utter lack of educational facilities, the exorbitant de- . 
mands of government, and the denial of popular participation 
in publie policy, left little for which the subjects were willing 


to fight. 
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Charles II. having ascended the English throne, granted a 
patent, dated March 12th, 1664, to his brother James, Duke 
of York and Albany, of all the territory between the Con- 
necticut and the Delaware rivers, and the islands adjacent 
thereto, covering not only the possessions of the Dutch, but 
portions of grants previously made by the British Crown. 
Four armed vessels, led by the frigate Guinea, were fitted out 
and dispatched with four hundred and fifty soldiers, under 
command of Col. Richard Nicholls, groom of the bed-chamber 
to the Duke, to take possession of the lands thus conveyed. 
With Col. Nicholls were sent Sir Robert Carr, Sir George 
Cartwright, and Samuel Maverick, Esq., who were commis- 
sioned by the IXing, to first visit the New England colonies, 
and “to hear and receive, examine and determine, all com- 
plaints and appeals, in all matters, military, criminal, and 
civil, and proceed in all things for the providing for and 
settling the peace and security of the country, according to 
their discretion and instructions,....... After all the 
ecremonies [in the New Iingland Colony] are performed, 
in the first place of all business, and before you enter upon 
any other particular, discourse at large and with confidence 
to them, all that we ourself have discoursed with you, of 
reducing the Dutch in or near Long Island, or anywhere 
within the limits of our dominions, to an entire obedience 
to our government,....... they having no kind of right 
to hold what they are in possession of.” 

_ Nicholls steered directly for Boston, where, upon his arrival, 

he conferred with the authorities in obedience to these instruc- 
tions, and obtained recruits for the expedition. He then 
sniled for Connecticut, and receiving on board Governor 
Winthrop, proceeded to Manhattan, arriving near the close 
of August. Before opening formal negotiations with Goy- 
ernor Stuyvesant, the English commissioners issued a procla- 
mation to the people, offering the most liberal regulations as 
to government, trade, and commerce, and entire security to 
person and property, provided they would transfer their 
allegiance to the English Crown. The allurements thus held 
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52 ENGLISH RULE. 

out were very tempting, promising a more liberal internal 
policy than was afforded under Dutch rule. A formal de- 
mand for the surrender of the government was then made. 
Stuyvesant was disposed to resist; buthis people, with whom 
he had frequently quarrelled betore, respecting their rights 
as citizens, were not disposed to second him. At length, see- 
ing that he was powerless, Stuyvesant, on the 8th of Septem- 
ber, yielded to the demand, and New Netherland passed under 
English rule. 

Sir Robert Carr was immediately dispatched to the Dela- 
ware with a force sufficient to effect the reduction of the col- 
ony. Pursuing a policy similar to that adopted by Nicholls, 
Carr sailed past the fort, and addressed himself to the con- 
eiliation of the Swedes and Finns, which was speedily accom- 
plished. 

He then approached the fort and demanded its surrender. 
But every proposition for an amicable transfer of the govern- 
ment was rejected by D’Hinoyossa, though the fort was in no 
condition for resistance, and was garrisoned by only fifty men. 
‘¢ Whereupon,” says Carr, “I landed my soldiers on Sonday 
morning following, and commanded y* shipps to fall down 
before ye fort w™ muskett shott, w directions to fire two 
broadsides apeace uppon y° fort, then my soldiers to fall on. 
Which done y® soldiers neaver stoping untill they stormed 
y° Fort, and sae consequently to plundering; the seamen, 
noe less given to that sport, were quickly win, and have 
gotten good store of booty. The loss on our part was none; . 
the Dutch had ten wounded and three killed.” 


ROBERT NEEDITAM.— Maddened by the resistance 
offered, the town was given up to shameless plunder. Tl orty 
horses, sixty cows and oxen, one hundred sheep, and from sixty 
to seventy negroes were seized, and the personal possessions of 
the Dutch authorities were appropriated by the leaders, —Sir 
Robert Carr seizing the farm of D’Iinoyossa; his brother, 
Captain John Carr, that of Sheriff Van Sweringen; and Ensign 
Stock that of Peter Alrichs. This selfish and unwarrantable 
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procedure was discountenanced by Nicholls, who soon after 
visited the Delaware, and appointed Captain Robert Needham 
to the chief command in that colony, though retaining in his 
own hands supreme authority throughout his entire do- 
minions. 

Before sending his fleet for the forcible reduction of New 
Netherland, the Duke of York had granted to Lord Berkeley 
and Sir George Carteret all that territory now included in 
the southern limits of New Jersey. Up to this time few set- 
tlements had been made on the east side of the Delaware, 
and these had claimed little attention or care of the govern- 
ment. 

Nicholls made a digest of the laws which had been in force in 
the several English American colonies, which were known as 
the Duke’s Laws, and these he promulgated for the government 
of his own territory. Ilis will was, however, the supreme 
law, as his counsellors were subservient, and the judicial 
oflicers were of lis own appointment. But this authority 
was judiciously exercised, and general prosperity was assured 
during his administration. 


COL. FRANCIS LOVELACE, 1667-1673. — Captain 
Joun Carr. —In May, 1667, Nicholls was succeeded by Col. 
Francis Lovelace, and early in the following year regulations 
for the government of the military and civil authorities upon 
the Delaware were drawn up by the council in New York. 
By the terms of these regulations, a commissioned officer 
and twenty soldiers were provided to uphold the English 
authority upon the river, and Captain John Carr was selected 
as the commissioned officer. For the maintenance of civil 
order, it was provided that, as often as complaint was made, 
the commissioned officer was to summon “the schout, Hans 
Block, Israel IIelm, Peter Rambo, Peter Cock, Peter Alrichs, 
or any two of them, as counsellors, to advise him, and deter- 
mine, by the major vote, what is just, equitable, and neces- 
gary in the case in question.” A similar commission was to 
decide all Indian difficulties, and order the arming of the 
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inhabitants when necessary, which orders and summons must 
be obeyed. The counsellors were to be duly instructed in 
the laws, and in all cases of difficulty appeal was to be had to 
the superior government at New York. Two murders had 
been committed about this time by Indians while maddened 
by liquor, whereupon Peter Rambo proceeded to New York, 
at the request of the leading men of the tribe, to ask that 
the sale of strong drinks to the Indians be absolutely pro- 
hibited. The whole matter was finally referred to Carr and 
his commission, whose decision was to be final. 

In the year 1669, one Marcus Jacobson, known as the 
Long Finn, said to have been a son of Coningsmark, a noted 
Swedish General, together with Henry Coleman, also a Finn, 
attempted to incite insurrection by seditious speech. They 
appear to have been lawless characters, who had abandoned 
civilized for savage life. On the 2d of August, Governor 
Lovelace issued a proclamation for their arrest, and for the 
confiscation of their property, unless they gave themselves up 
within fifteen days. The Long inn was taken, held in irons, 
tried, convicted, and adjudged worthy of death, but was 
finally “‘ publicly and severely whipped, and branded with 
the letter RK, with an inscription written in great letters and. 
put upon his breast, that he received that punishment for 
attempting rebellion.” Ie was afterwards transported to 
Barbadoes, where he was sold. Many of the simpler sort 
were found guilty, and it was ordered that they be treated 
with “ severity, and such taxes laid on them as may not give 
them liberty to entertain any other thoughts but how to dis- 
charge them.” Coleman was also apprehended and trans- 
ported. 

In 1671, upon the recommendation of Captain Carr, sev- 
eral orders were made by the council in New York apper- 
taining to affiirs upon the Delaware. Among others, it was 
provided that none except those who were licensed should be 
allowed to distil or to sell spirituous hquors. The temper 
of the Indians at about this time gave cause to apprehend a 
gencral uprising, and the people were warned to retire into 
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the towns, and every person between sixteen and sixty was 
ordered to provide himself with powder and bullets. For 
the detection of the Indians who had committed the two 
murders above referred to, Peter Alrichs was sent to New 
York, where, on the 25th of September, 1671, he testified 
before the council respecting the facts in the case. Upon the 
return of Alrichs a conference was held at the house of Peter 
Rambo, with the sachems of the tribes to which these Indians 
belonged, who promised to bring in the murderers within 
six days, dead or alive. One of the offenders escaped; but 
the other, on being overtaken by one of his tribe,—a 
friend, —and told that the sachems and his brothers had 
said that he must die, requested his friend to shoot him, 
which was accordingly done, and his body, after being car- 
ried to Fort Casimir, now called New Castle, was hung in 
chains. 

In 1672, George Fox, the founder of the Society of Friends, 
travelled through the Delaware country, fording streams in 
his course, camping out at night, and visiting and counselling 
with his followers on hisway. At New Castle he was kindly 
received by Captain Carr. ‘ Being very weary,” he says, ‘and 
‘inquiring in the town where we might buy some corn for our 
horses, the Governor came into the street and invited me 
to his house, and afterwards desired me to lodge there, tell- 
ing me he had a bed for me, and I should be welcome.” 
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CHAPTER VY. 
DUTCH RULE, 1673-74. 


NTHONY COLVE, Governor of New Netherland, 1673 to 
1674. — Perer Auricus, Deputy Governor on west side of 

the Delaware.—In 1673, Louis XIV., the haughty monarch 
of France, declared war against the Netherlands, and moved 
by land for its invasion with two hundred thousand men, 
while England, with a powerful fleet, descended upon the 
Dutch coast. The aged De Ruyter and the youthful Tromp 
led out the Dutch fleet to meet the threatened danger, and 
the population, in a spirit of unexampled patriotism and 
devotion, abandoned their homes, and, cutting the dikes 
which held back the sea, invited inundation. In three des- 
perate naval battles, fought on the 7th and 14th of June 
and the 21st of August, De Ruyter held the English at 
bay, and finally defeated his adversaries. In the meantime, 
a small Dutch squadron, under the command of Commodores 
Evertsen and Benckes, had been dispatched for the recovery 
of New Netherland. Arriving before the fort at New York 
on the 6th of August, fifteen days before the last great naval 
engagement upon the Dutch waters, submission of the Eng- 
lish to the power of Ifolland was demanded. Governor Love- 
lace had just departed for New Haven, where he was to meet 
in council the Connecticut authorities. The fort was in 
command of Captain John Manning; but no preparations 
having been made for defence, the English power, after a 
brief resistance, was surrendered to the Dutch. Captain 
Anthony Colve, who was in command of the military forces, 
was placed in supreme authority. Several of the English 


‘soldiery were sent prisoners to Holland, and Governor Love- 
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jace returned with the squadron to Europe. ‘The entire ter- 
ritory of New Netherland, as it passed from the hands of 
Stuyvesant, was thus recovered, and, in honor of the Prince 
of Orange, was called New Orange. 

News of the conquest soon reached the Delaware, and 
deputies were immediately dispatched to New York to give 
in their adhesion to the new power. In return for this prompt 
submission, liberal privileges of trade and rights under gov- 
ernment were granted. Three courts were established, one 
at Nicuer Amstel, one at Iforn Kall, and one at Upland, the 
inhabitants being required by plurality of votes to nominate 
for each, eight persons, from among whom justices were 
selected by the council at New York. Peter Alrichs was ap- 
pointed Commander and Schout, and Walter Wharton, Sur- 
veyor. Alrichs was commissioned to administer the oath of 
allegiance to all the inhabitants on the Delaware. Property 
of the English government was confiscated, but the private 
possessions of its officers were restored. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
ENGLISH RULE, 1674-81. 


IR EDMUND ANDROS, 1674 to. 1681.— Captain Ep- 
MUND CANTWELL.—Scarccly had the authority of the Dutch 

on the Delaware been confirmed and settled, when, on the 
9th of February, 1674, peace was concluded between England 
and the Netherlands, by the terms of which New Nether- 
land was restored to the dominion of the English. That the 
conquest by the Dutch might in no way impair the rights of 
the Duke of York, King Charles renewed the grant of terri- 
tory as formerly described, and Sir idmund Andros was 
sent to repossess the government, surrendered by Juovelace. 
Colve yielded his power amicably, in compliance with the 
terms of the treaty, to Andros, who, on the 9th of November, 
1674, issued his first proclamation, reinstating affairs through- 
out his dominions as they were previous to the surrender, 
Edmund Cantwell and William Tom were dispatched to the 


Delaware to talke possession of the fort and all government 


property, and ten justices were appointed, who were to ‘ re- 


sume their places as magistrates.” Cantwell was ¢ommis- 


sioned Captain and Schout, and was empowered to administer 
the official oath to the justices. For his forwardness in vol- 
untarily submitting to the Dutch the year before, Peter 
Alrichs was deprived of his oflice of judge, but was sub- 
sequently reinstated. Captain Cantwell was substantially 
invested with the full power of Deputy-Governor. In May, 
1675, Governor Andros visited the Delaware, and, on the 
14th and 15th, held a court at New Castle, in which orders 
were made relative to the opening of roads, the regulation of 


church property and the support of preaching, the prohibi- 
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tion of the sale of liquors to the Indians, and the distillation 
thereof by the inhabitants. 

In 1675, the ship Griffith, from London, with several fami- 
lies, arrived in the Delaware, the passengers settling at Salem, 
on the east or New Jersey side of the river, —John Fenwick, 
Edward, Robert, and John Wade, and Richard Noble, mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends, being of the number. William 
Edmundson, an eminent preacher of this faith, visited the 
colony during the same year, holding meetings at Upland, 
New Castle, and other places. 


JOUN COLLIER. — On the 23d of September, 1676, Cant- 
well was superseded in chief authority by Captain John 
Collier, with the title of ““Commander in Delaware River 
and Bay,” and on the same day justices of the peace for the 
several courts, to serve for the period of one year, were ap- 
pointed. Full and formal instructions were issued to these 
by Andros and his council, the preamble to which was in 
these words: ‘ Whereas, The Last Icare att my beeing att 
Delowar uppon application of the Inhabitants Representing 
that my pdeeesso™ Govern" Lovelace had begun to make 
a Regulacon for the due administracon of Justice according 
to the lawes of this Government pursuant to wich I: did 
Appoint some majistrates and made some Rules for their pro- 
eeeding the Ieare e’suing or till further order; In which 
haveing uppon mature deliberation, by the advyce of my 
Councill made some alteracon, They are to Remaine and bee 
in force in forme following:” Ilere follow twelve articles 
for the regulation and government of the colony. The list 
of taxable male inhabitants between the ages of sixteen and 
sixty years, made in the beginning of 1677, for Upland Dis- 
trict, was one hundred and thirty-six, and for New Castle, 
three hundred and seven. 


CHRISTOPHER BILLOP. — Collier, having usurped 
authority by sitting as judge of the court at New Castle, was 
deposed by Governor Andros, and Captain Christopher 
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Billop was commissioned to succeed him. In this year three 
ships arrived from England with families of emigrants, 
principally Quakers, who settled for the most part in West 
Jersey, but a portion along the western shore of Delaware. 

Berkeley and Carteret, to whom the Duke of York had 
conveyed New Jersey, finding the revenues’ from their pos- 
sessions insignificant, and being constantly harassed with 
difficulties in asserting authority over them, in March, 1674, 
shortly after the return of George Tox from his visit to 
Friends in the New World, sold, for a thousand pounds, an 
undivided part of their territory, to John Fenwick in trust 
for Edward Byllinge, both members of the Society of Friends. 
The fortunes of Byllinge were so impaired that it became 
necessary to assign lis property for the benefit of his credi- 
tors, and Gawen Laurie, William Penn; and Nicholas Lucas 
were appointed assignees. Two years later, disputes between 
the purchaser and proprietors having arisen, a division was 
effected, by which Byllinge was put in possession of West 
New Jersey as his share of the province. In the discharge 
of his trust as assignee, William Penn first became interested 
in settlements in America. In March, 1677, the constitution 
of West New Jersey, a document drawn with great care, and 
in a spirit of unexampled liberality, was promulgated. Num- 
bers of the Society of Friends, fleeing from persecution at 
home, sought the new country. 

The father of William Penn, an admiral in the British 
Navy, who had won distinction in the conquest of Jamaica, 
and in engagements with the Dutch, had died, bequeathing 
to his son a claim upon the English government for sixteen 
thousand pounds. The ae who was always harassed 
with debts, was disposed to listen to any proposal by which 
money could be realized. ‘To the son’s application for large 
grants of land west of the Delaware, in payment of this 
claim, a ready ear was given. Lord Baltimore, proprietor of 
Maryland, who was kept constantly advised of the designs 
of Penn, threw many obstacles in his way. But, steadily 
pressing his suit, on the 4th of March, 1681, his desire was 
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at length gratified. “ After many waitings, watchings, solicit- 
ings, and disputes in council, my country,” says Penn, ‘ was 
confirmed to me under the great seal of England. God will 
bless and make it the seed of a nation. I shall have a tender 
eare of the government, that it be well laid at first.” It em- 
braced the territory between three degrees of latitude and 
five of longitude, west from the Delaware, and was named 
Pennsylvania by the will of the King, though in opposition 
to the vigorous protest of Penn, who desired that it should 
be called New Wales. In the preamble to the royal charter, 
the King states that he makes this grant to Penn on account 
of the “commendable desire he expresses to enlarge the 
British empire by promoting trade, to reduce the savage 
natives by just and gentle manners to the love of civil 
society and the Christian religion, and to transport an ample 
colony to an uncultivated country.” In return for this grant, 
it is provided that Penn shall pay “ two beaver-skins, to be 
delj vered at our castle in Windsor, on the first day of January 
in every year, and also the fifth part of all gold and silver 
ore which may happen to be found.” 
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CHAPTER I. 
WILLIAM PENN, PROPRIETOR, 1681-93. 


ILLIAM MARKITAM, Deputy Governor, June, 1681, 
to October, 1682.—Not being in readiness to depart 
for his newly acquired possessions, Penn dispatched his 
kinsman, William Markham, armed with the authority of 
Deputy Governor, to take formal possession, and rule until his 
arrival. By the hands of Markham, Penn addressed a letter 
to the colonists upon the Delaware, advising them of the 
transfer of authority, and promising most liberal terms. 
“You are now fixed,” he says, “at the mercy of no gover- 
nor who comes to make his fortunes great. You shall be 
governed by laws of your own making, and live a free, and, 
if you will, a sober and industrious people. I shall not usurp 
the right of any, or oppress his person. In short, whatever 
sober and free men can reasonably desire for the security and 
improvement of their own happiness, I shall heartily comply 
with.” The King also published his declaration, making 
public the grant and its extent, and directing obedience of 
the inhabitants to the Proprietor and his deputies. 
Markham’s commission was given on the 6th of March, 
two days after the date of the charter, and he immediately 
started for the province. He proceeded directly to New 
York to inform the Governor, who then held sway upon 
the Delaware, of the King’s pleasure. Andros, having been 
previously called to account for some official mismanage-_ 
ment by an agent of the Duke of York, John Levin, had 
departed for England, leaving Captain Anthony Brockholls 
in chief authority. To Brockholls, therefore, Markham 
delivered the King’s declaration, and from him received a 
6 ) 65 































£@-1801 aortas ms 


ff SI ams orm ee | MA Ye te mM 
snob of eaoalbasa ai wearing to .Sber eolpts® ay 
“id Hedoteqaib om oT aoieeonsoy hedinpoa yun sid st 
to vtivediun oul be Dearin , oobhell moi WT asaail — a 
etl it tits ola brig e@inagsendy {agra vada! oF soure vo) "Wa qe _ 
sotiol o boworbhe nae T sande to ean oft fl me 
eit io swoilt. guieitbe oriieadet elt o ia ‘ot ol rat 

gartot tevedil Jaom gana fave wl to xsheastd 
9veg on Yo yorom alt io gees od “bexit won om Bo 
ad {lads poY Aserg, eominet aii ovlemt ot esnioo ow ion 
bos vii o ovil baa yaihant avo n0% 10 ewal yd boaevog — “a 
gira jou lala T plas eq awortienbat bia todos &, Mia goy ti 4 
sovoluda rvoda of .soetog phil aeonqqo te “yee jo ddgix odd 
Lan ytituooe oft 0} gash yideuoaseT M89 fest agit buxnados — 
yiuawoo viitiaed Mada E seomlqyad ayo 4i9c) to sais alaiesirt 
gaident switeiiook aid bodeiidug ola yaitt od’ “.ddive 
to g»astbedo ‘gattootih tun insiny aif ban sow, od? vilduq 
eoingob aid hae derotyos'l ¢ oil3 ud adapidodini ott 4 | 4 
dol to dt0 odt so wovig saw soisalismon earulteM 
vioisthomumi od bua .rodindo ed! to ojnal oft tone eqnb om | 
wo of yooh boboosong oll coulvorg odt sot borate 
uoqu yswe blad nod) oslernomtovow oii ariobai of sno so , 
neod gaived zowbat, .oswenplg e'gaidl od ‘to erawalod odt a ve, 
gan nutcin Invite omoa 10k ty0998, oF bollas ylevo 4 % 

A 












bal ,aivad alot pho T to ou gilt Yo toga aa uw taant ia 
'; ae 


alfodatogntl _acrlinel sintge yaivaol Da a yi 208 posaqob 


ae 


 mattiahl . orlovdr Alodasoutl “ok Kal Vise ux tun iil al (A 
a hovisovs fait: aot mach ian Mgeist ¢ sf bosovileb 

aa) ’ at ¥ o aan 

i oe ’ aA) “vee: ) y 

a a 


4 
ih j 
i. .-———aa 
oes 


66 PROPRIETARY GOVERNMENT. 


letter addressed to the justices and other magistrates acting 
within the limits of the new grant, informing them that the 
King’s patent to William Penn had been shown him by 
Markham, and been entered in the official records of his 
government, returning them thanks for their good service, 
and requesting that they transfer their allegiance to the new 
proprietor. With this letter, which was dated New York, 
June 21st, 1681, Markham proceeded immediately to the 
Delaware, where he was kindly received and his authority 
unhesitatingly accepted. Ile was empowered, by his com- 
mission, to call a council of nine, over whom he was to pre- 
side. The attestation of these councillors, which was dated 
August 8d, was in these words: “* Wee do hereby bind our- 
selves by our hands and seales, chat wee neither act nor advise, 
nor consent, unto anything that shall not be according to our 
own consciences the best for y* true and well Government of 
the said Province.” Two of these councillors did not write 
their own names. 

Markham also brought a letter, addressed to Lord Balti- 
more, with reference to the settlement of the boundary be- 
tween the two provinces. On receipt of this, Lord Baltimore 


came to Upland to confer with Markham upon this subject, 


when it was ascertained by an observation then taken, that 
Upland, the heart of the colony, was twelve miles south of 
the forty-first degree of latitude; whereas, the charter of 
King Charles fixed the southern boundary of Pennsylvania 
at “‘ the beginning of the fortieth degree, or at the end of the 
thirty-ninth.” This would have included the city of Baltimore, 
and even the site of the present city of Washington. Igno- 
rance of the geography, on the part of the royal secretaries, 
had occasioned confusion in drawing the charters, and con- 
sequently Markham could settle nothing. This attempt at 

n amicable composition was the beginning of a controversy 
Vien was maintained with much spirit for many years, and 
until after the death of Penn. It was finally agreed, much in 
the interest of Maryland, to adopt the segment of a circle 
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drawn at a distance of twelve miles from New Castle, begin- 
ning at the point where this line cuts the western shore of 
the Delaware, and continuing until it cuts the fortieth degree 
and forty-fourth minute of north latitude, and from that 
point westward on that parallel, being fifteen miles south of 
Philadelphia, and two surveyors, ‘Thomas Mason and Jere- 
miah Dixon, were appointed in 17638, to run the line. The 
names of these surveyors have become world-renowned, as 
the line which they thus established marked the division be- 
tween the I’ree and Slave states. 

The last court held at Upland under the government of the 
Duke of York, adjourned on the 14th of June, to meet again 
on the 18th of September, 1681; and on the latter day a 
court convened, the justices acting under commissions issued 
by Markham. 

The instructions of the new governor required that the 
government should be administered “ according to the good 
laws of England.” But the Duke’s Laws, which had pre- 
viously been in force in the colony, were principally enforced, 
without particular regard to the niceties, or even the essen- 
tials of English law. The word good in the above-cited pas- 
sage may have had an equivocal meaning, and those wnich 
were thought to be good alone have been adopted. 

In the meantime, Penn published in England a descrip- 
tion of his province, with particular and well-timed advice to 
those who would emigrate, especially enjoining upon them 
‘to consider seriously the premises, as well the present in- 
conveniency, as future case and plenty; that so none may 
move rashly, or from fickle, but solid minds, having above 
all things an eye to the providence of God in the disposal 
of themselves.” 

Late in this year, two ships sent from England arrived 
in the colony. In these were four commissioners, — Wil- 
liam Crispin, Johu Bezer, William Ilaige, and Nathaniel 
Allen, Crispin had been appointed surveyor-general; but 
he having dicd on the passage out, Thomas Iolme was 
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appointed in his place. The duties of these commissic ners 
were, to preserve friendly relations with the Indians, acquire 
lands of them, and survey and apportion them; but chicfly 
to select the site of, and lay out a great city. That he might 
secure the favor of the Indians, Penn addressed them a 
letter by the hands of these commissioners, in which he says: 
“There is a great God and power, that hath made the 
world, and all things therein; to whom you and I, and all 
people owe their being, and well-being; and to whom you 
and I must one day give an account, for all that we do in 
the world. This great God hath written his law in our 
hearts, by which we are taught and commanded to love, and 
help, and do good to one another. Now this great God has 
been pleased to make me concerned in your part of the 
world; and the King of the country where I live, hath given 
me a great province therein; but I desire to enjoy it with 
your love and consent; that we may always live together, as 
neighbors and friends; else what would the great God do to 
us, who hath made us, not to devour and destroy one 
another, but to live soberly and kindly in the world?” 

Markham made a large purchase of the Indians on the 
Delaware, above Shackamaxon, and for seven weeks was en- 
gaged, in company with the commissioners and surveyors, in 
sounding the river, and searching for a site for the great city, 
which, by the instructions, was to embrace ten thousand acres. 
*‘ Be sure to make your choice,” says Penn, “where it is most 
navigable, high, dry, and healthy; that is, where most ships 
may best ride, of deepest draught of water, if possible to load 
or unload at the bank or key’s side without boating and 
lightening of it. It would do well if the river coming into 
that creek be navigable, at least for boats up into the country, 
and that the situation be high, at least dry and sound, and not 
swampy, which is best known by digging up two or three 
earths and seeing the bottom.” 

Upland, now Chester, had been in the mind of Penn as 
the location which would be adopted; but Markham dis- 
carded this, and after considering Pennsbury Manor, above 
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Bristol, and the land on Poquessing Creek, finally settled 
upon the present site of Philadelphia. This was between 
two rivers; it was dry and commanding ground; and the 
Delaware was deep, fulfilling all the requirements of the Pro- 
prietor; but the area between the two rivers was not suffi- 
cient for a city of ten thousand acres in a compact body; so 
a smaller tract was agreed upon. The plot extended two 
miles from river to river, and one mile in width. It was 
Jaid out in regular squares, the streets crossing each other at 
right angles, with suitable parks and public grounds. 

Penn obtained from the Duke of York a deed of release 
for his Province, and also two deeds, the one conveying New 
Castle County, and the other the counties of Kent and Sus- 
sex, Which three counties were known as the territories, in 
distinction from the Province of Pennsylvania, and which 
afterwards became the State of Delaware. 

Ifaving completed his preparations, Penn sailed for the 
Delaware, arriving at New Castle on the 8th of November, 
1682, when he assumed authority. 


WILLIAM PENN. 


{The following sketch of the life of William Penn, the great founder of Penn- 
sylyania, has been prepared expressly for this work by Samuel M. Janney, author 
of “The Life of William Penn,” “The Life of George Fox,” “The History of 
the Society of Friends,” &c.] 


Wititam Penn, the founder of Pennsylvania, was the son 
of Vice-Admiral Sir William Penn, a distinguished com- 
mander in the British Navy, and was born in the city of 
London, the 14th of October, 1644. His mother was a pious 
and judicious woman, who encouraged in her son those vir- 
tuous dispositions which, even in his childhood, gave the 
promise of future excellence. 
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In the year 1656, Admiral Penn removed with his family 
to Ireland, where he possessed valuable estates, and William, 
being then about twelve years of age, diligently pursued his 
studies at home under the direction of a private tutor. At 
the age of fifteen, he went to Oxford, and was entered asa 
student at Christ Church College. While residing at Oxford, 
he attended a meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, 
who were in derision called ‘ Quakers,” and Thomas Loe, 
who formerly belonged to the University, preached a sermon 
which had a powertul efiect upon his mind. He was con- 
vineed that the simplicity and purity of the Christian religion 
were lost sight of by most of its professors, while their 
attention was occupied by a round of lifeless eccremonies. 
Finding that some of his fellow-students were, like himself, 
dissatisfied with the established form of worship, he united 
with them in holding meetings for Divine worship, in which 
they engaged in exhortation and prayer. This course, and 
their withdrawal from the national worship, were severely 
censured by the officers of the college; and the young men 
being withheld by a sense of duty trom conforming, were 
finally expelled. On his return to his home, his serious 
deportment gave great dissatisfaction to his father, who 
feared that this change of manners would blast all his pros- 
pects for worldly honor. 

The Admiral, though kind at heart, was a stern discipli- 
narian; he remonstrated in strong terms, and finding that 
William adhered to his religious principles, he expelled him 
from his house. He was, however, soon recalled, through 
the intercession of his mother, when his father adopted the 
expedient of sending him to France, in company with some 
persons of rank who were about to make the tour of Europe. 
After a brief stay in Paris, he went to Saumur, to enjoy the 
conversation and instruction of the learned Moses Amyrault, 
a Protestant minister and professor of Divinity. While 
residing there, he read attentively the early Christian writers 
and other ecclesiastical works. 

In the year 1664, he re*urned from the Continent, bringing 
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with him the polish of French society, and leaving behind 
him a portion of that serious demeanor which had so much 
displeased his father. Soon after his return he became, at 
his father’s suggestion, a student at Lincoln’s Inn, in order to 
acquire a knowledge of the laws of England. 

In the spring of 1666, his father sent him to Ireland, and 
furnished him with a letter of introduction to Sir George 
Lane, Secretary of the Duke of Ormond, who was then Lord- 
Lieutenant, and presided over a court of great splendor. Ile 
was received with marked attention, and became a welcome 
guest in that gay cirele. During his residence there, a mutiny 
took place among the soldiers in the garrison of Carrickfergus, 
and he, being acquainted with the use of arms, joined the 
forces under the Lord of Arran (second son of the Duke of 
Ormond), and evinced so much valor in quelling the mutiny, 
that the Duke wished to make him a captain of infantry. 
This flattering proposal he showed a willingness to accept; 
but happily for himself and for the world, his father inter- 
posed to prevent it, and he was reserved for a nobler field of 
service in the cause of humanity. 

About this time was painted the only portrait of Wilham 
Penn ever taken from the life. A copy of this portrait was 
presented by Granville Penn, author of the “ Memorials of 
Sir William Penn,” to the Ilistorical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania, It represents him in military costume, which seems 
to indicate his aspirations for martial life. 

It was, however, for a short time only that Penn was per- 
mitted to indulge in visions of worldly glory, for Divine 
_, Providence, which shapes the destinies of the world’s bene- 
factors, was watching over him, and the propitious moment 
was nigh at hand when an opportunity would be offered for 
his acceptance of a post in a spiritual warfare. Being at 
Cork on business, he heard that Thomas Loe was to be at a 
meeting of the Friends in that city, and his affection for that 
eminent minister prompted him to attend. After an interval 
of silenee, the preacher commenced his discourse with these 
words: ‘There is a faith which overcomes the world, and 
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there is a faith which is overcome by the world.” On this 
theme he spoke so impressively that Penn’s early convictions 
were revived, and his sense of religious duty was so over- 
powering that he determined to renounce worldly glory and 
devote himself to the service of God. Ile became a constant 
attendant at the meetings of Friends, and was soon called 
to share their sufferings, being taken with others from a 
meeting in Cork and imprisoned. 

While in prison, he wrote to the Earl of Orrery, Lord 
President of Munster, pleading for liberty of conscience, 
and praying that a stop might be put to persecution for 
religious dissent. This was his first essay in behalf of uni- 
versal toleration, —the beginning of that series of efforts 
which, after more than twenty years of arduous conflict, were 
crowned with success. 

He was soon liberated, and, being recalled by his father, 
returned to his home in England. Ifere he was subjected to 
trials more severe than his imprisonment in Ireland, for his 
father could not tolerate the unflattering mode of address 
adopted by the Friends, and, after remonstrating strenuously 
against it, again expelled him from his house. 

This conduct of the Admiral originated in disappointed 
pride. Ile had indulged in brilliant prospects of worldly 
honor for his son, whose promising talents and remarkable 
acquirements gave assurance of success in political life, and a 
peerage was believed to be within his reach. But now he 
had renounced all these prospects, and joined himself to a 
persecuted sect, who were regarded as fanatics by the fash- 
ionable world. At length his father, softened, perhaps, by 
the entreaties of his wife, so far relented as to allow him to 
obtain subsistence at home, but gave him no open counte- 
nance. 

Penn became connected with the Society of Friends in the 
year 1667, and the following year he felt himself called to 
the gospel ministry, in which he became distinguished by 
qualifications of a high order. As a writer of religious 
works he soon became widely known, and his abilities were 
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generally acknowledged. Some of his productions of this 
class were of a controversial nature, others were practical, 
and all were imbued with his fervent and devotional spirit. 

One of his tracts, which sprung from a controversy of the 
Friends with Vincent, a Presbyterian minister, bears the fol- 
lowing title: “The Sandy Foundation Shaken, or those so 
generally applauded doctrines, of one God subsisting in three 
distinct and separate persons; the impossibility of God’s par- 
doning sinners without a plenary satisfaction ; the justifica- 
tion of impure persons by an imputative righteousness refuted, 
from the authority of Scripture testimonies and right reason.” 

This work gave great offence to the clergy, and especially 
to the Bishop of London, who procured from the Government 
an order for Penn’s imprisonment in the Tower. During his 
confinement, which lasted cight and a half months, he em- 
ployed much of his time in writing religious books, one of 
which, entitled “ No Cross no Crown,” has been extensively 
circulated. IIe was visited in prison by Dr. Stillingficet, 
afterwards Bishop of Worcester, who was sent by the King 
to endeavor to change his judgment. “TI told him,” says 
Penn, “and he told the King, that the Tower was the worst. 
argument in the world to convince me; for, whoever was in 
the wrong, those who used foree for religion never could be 
right. So, neither the Doctor’s arguments, nor his moving 
and interesting motives of the King’s favor and preferment, 
at all prevailed.” 

While in prison he wrote a tract entitled “ Innocency with 
her Open Face,” presented by way of apology for the “ Sandy 
Foundation Shaken.” This tract was intended to explain 
some passages in the former work. ‘One of the main ends,” 
he says, “ which first induced me to that discourse, I find de- 
livered by him (Stillingfleet), namely: ‘If they did believe 
Christ came into the world to reform it, —that the wrath of 
God is now revealed from heaven against all unrightcous- 
ness, —that Ilis love, which is shown to the world, is to 
deliver them from the hands of their enemies, that they 
might serve him in righteousness and true holiness all the 
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days of their lives, —they never could imagine that salva- 
tion is entailed by the gospel upon a mighty confidence or 
vehement persuasion of what Christ hath done and suffered 
for them.’ Thus doth he confess upon my hypothesis or 
proposition, what I mainly contend for; and, however posi- 
tively I may reject or deny my adversaries’ unscriptural and 
imaginary satisfaction, let all know this, that I pretend tc 
know no other name by which remission, atonement, and 
salvation can be obtained but Jesus Christ, the Saviour, who 
is the power and wisdom of God.” * 

Soon after the appearance of this tract he was released 
from the Tower, and it was thought he owed his discharge to 
the intereession of the Duke of York, who afterwards took 
the title of James Il. This kindness on the part of the Duke, 
and his continued favor after he became King, produced in 
the mind of Penn a sentiment of gratitude and a personal 
attachment which continued through life, and subjected him 
to groundless suspicion and persecution after the fall of his 
royal patron. | 

In the year 1670, William Penn, while preaching at a 
Friends’ meeting in London, was arrested under authority 
of the Conventicle Act, which was intended to suppress all 
religious mectings conducted “in any other manner than 
according to the liturgy and practice of the Church of Eng- 
land.” In company with his friend, William Mead, of 
London, who was taken at the same meeting, Penn was 
tried at the court called the Old Bailey. The court endea- 
vored to browbeat the jury, and then to compel them by 
starvation to bring in a verdict according to its arbitrary 
will. Penn and Mead made their own defence with great 
ability, and were acquitted by the jury, but, being fined by 
the court for keeping on their hats, they were remanded to 
prison for non-payment of their fines. The jury were also 
fined “40 marks a man” for an alleged contempt of court, 
and, being sent to prison, they employed able counsel, who 
brought their case before the Court of Common Pleas, and 


* Penn’s Select Works, p. 26. 
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obtained their release. This trial was attended with im- 
portant results, in the greater security and more firm estab- 
lishment of civil liberty in England. — 

In the year 1670, Admiral Penn, being on his death-bed, 
and anxious to sce his son, sent the money privately to pay 
his fine, and that of his companion-in-bonds. The meeting 
between the father and son was deeply moving to both, and 
the Admiral sent one of his friends to the Duke of York 
with his dying request, that he would endeavor to protect 
his son from persecution, and use his influence with the King 
on his behalf. The answer was encouraging, both the King 
and the Duke promising to comply with his request. 

Sensible of his approaching end, Admiral Penn addressed 
his son in these words: ‘*Son William, I am weary of the 
world! I would not live over my days again if I could 
command them with a wish; for the snares of life are greater 
than the fears of death. This troubles me, that I have 
offended a gracious God. The thought of that has followed 
me to this day. Oh! havea care of sin! It is that which 
is the sting both of life and death. Three things I commend 
to you: 

“ Wirst. Let nothing in this world tempt you to wrong 
your conscience; so you will keep peace at home, which will 
be a feast to you in the day of trouble. 

“Secondly. Whatever you design to do, lay it justly and 
time it seasonably, for that gives security and dispatch. 

“ Lastly. Be not troubled at disappointments; for, if they 
may be recovered, do it; if they cannot, trouble is vain. 
If you could not have helped it, be content; there is often 
peace and profit in submitting to Providence; for afflictions 
make wise. If you could have helped it, let not your trouble 
exceed instruction for another time. These rules will carry 
you with firmness and comfort through this inconstant 
world.” 

At his father’s death, William Penn came into possession 
of an ample estate, affording an annual income of fifteen 
hundred pounds. This enabled him to contribute liberally te 
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charitable purposes, and there is abundant evidence to show, 
that throughout life he made use of his wealth for the benefit 
of others, rather than to promote his own ease or indulgence. 

About the time of his father’s death Penn wrote and pub- 

lished a tract called ‘‘ A Seasonable Caveat against Popery,” 
being an answer to a pamphlet entitled, “An Explanation 
of the Roman Catholic Belief.” In this tract he treats of the 
Roman Catholic doctrines relative to the Scriptures, the 
Trinity, prayer to saints and angels, justification by merits, 
the eucharist, prayers in Latin, and for the dead, &c.; show- 
ing that, for many of their principles and practices, there is 
no authority in the Scriptures, nor in the example of the prim- 
itive Church. Although he thought it his duty to caution 
the public against the inroads of Catholic doctrines, yet he 
declares, in his introductory remarks, that nothing is further 
from his purpose than ‘‘incensing the civil magistrate against 
them (were such a thing possible), for he was himself a friend 
to an universal toleration of faith and worship.” Notwith- 
standing this tract, and many other passages in his writings, 
showing his strong opposition to Papal doctrines, he was fre- 
quently accused of being a Catholic, and even a Jesuit, in 
order to raise a popular prejudice against him. 
_ In the same year, he was committed a second time to New- 
gate prison for preaching ata Friends’ meeting. During the 
six months that he was immured in that loathsome abode of 
misery and crime, he employed much of his time in writing 
on religious subjects. One of the most important of his 
tracts then produced is entitled, ‘The Great Cause of Liberty 
of Conscience once more briefly Debated and Defended by 
the Authority of Reason, Scripture, and Antiquity.” 

In 1672, being in the 28th year of his age, he married 
Gulielma Maria Springett, daughter of Sir William Springett, 
formerly of Darling, in Sussex, who was killed in the Civil 
War at the siege of Bamber. She was beautiful in person, 
and was esteemed a woman of extraordinary merit and great 
sweetness of temper. Penn considered it “a match of Provi- 
dence’s making,” and says, “She loved me with a deep and 
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upright love, choosing me before all her many suitors.” Soon 
_after their marriage they went to live at Rickmansworth, in 
Ilertfordshire. 

In the year 1676 Penn was engaged, with others, in fram- 
ing a constitution for the colony of West New Jersey. The 
province of New Jersey was divided by a deed of partition, 
signed by Sir George Carteret on the one part, to whom was 
conveyed the eastern section bordering on the Atlantic, and 
by Edward Byllinge, William Penn, Gawen Lourie, and 
Nicholas Lucas, Trustees, on the other part, to whom was 
assigned the western section bordering on the Delaware. 
The Trustees, of whom Penn appears to have been the lead- 
ing spirit, wrote to the colonists concerning the Constitution 
in these words: ‘‘ Here we lay a foundation for after ages to 
understand their liberty as men and Christians, that they 
may not be brought in bondage but by their own consent; 
for we put the power in the people, that is to say, they to meet 
and choose one honest man for each propriety who hath sub- 
scribed the concessions [or Constitution]; all these men to meet 
in an assembly, there to make and repeal laws, to choose a goy- 
ernor or a commissioner, and twelve assistants, to execute the 
laws during pleasure; so every man is capable to choose or be 
chosen. No man to be arrested, condemned, imprisoned, or 
molested in his estate or liberty but by twelve men of the 
neighborhood; no man to lic in prison for debt, but that his 
estate satisfy as far as it will go, and be set at liberty to work ; 
no person to be called in question or molested for his con- 
science, or for worshipping according to his conscience.” * 

Under the management of Penn and his associates, the 
colony of West New Jersey was prosperous. Colonists, 
mostly Friends, arrived in considerable numbers, and the 
Indians, being kindly and justly dealt with, proved to be 
excellent neighbors. 

In the same province, ten years before, the statutes of 
Carteret and Berkeley required each colonist to provide 
himself witha good musket, powder, and balls; but now the 

* Smith’s Hist. of N. J., p. 81. 
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Friends came among their red brethren armed only with the 
weapons of the Christian’s warfare,— integrity, benevolence, 
and truth; they met them without fear or suspicion, trusting 
in that universal principle of light and life which visits all 
minds, and would, if not resisted, bind the whole human 
family in one harmonious fraternity. 

The experience gained by Penn in framing the government 
of New Jersey, and the information he acquired concerning 
the adjacent territories, prepared him for that great enter- 
prise of founding a colony on the western bank of the Dela- 
ware, which proved to be the crowning achievement of his 
useful and eventful life. Ife inherited from his father a claim 
on the British Government for money advanced and services 
rendered, to the amount of sixteen thousand pounds; and in 
the year 1680, petitioned Charles II. to grant him, in lieu of 
this sum, a tract of country in America, lying north of Mary- 
land, ‘bounded on the cast by the Delaware river, on the 
west limited as Maryland, and northward to extend as far as 
plantable.” : 

The object of this enterprise was to provide a peaceful 
home for the persecuted members of his own Society, and an 
asylum for the oppressed of every nation; where the pure 
and peaceable principles of Christianity might be carried out 
in practice. 

After many delays, he had the gratification to learn that 
his patent was prepared for the royal signature, which was af- 
fixed to it under date of the 4th of March, 1681, the name 
of Pennsylvania being chosen by the King. 

Within a month from the date of the charter, the King 
issued a declaration, stating the grant that had been made to 
Penn, and requiring all persons settled in the Province to 
yield obedience to him as absolute proprietor and governor. 

About the same time, Penn addressed a letter to the in- 
habitants of the Province, in which he says: ‘ These are to let 
you know that it hath pleased God, in his providence, to cast 
you within my lot and care. It is a business that, though I 
neyer undertook before, yet God hath given me an under- 
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standing of my duty and an honest mind to do it uprightly. 
I hope you will not be troubled at your change and the 
King’s choice, for you are now fixed at the mercy of no gov- 
ernor that comes to make his fortune great. You shall be 
governed by laws of your own making, and live a free, and, if 
you will, a sober and industrious people. I shall not usurp 
the right of any or oppress his person. God has furnished 
me with a better resolution, and given me lis grace to 
keep it.” 

This letter, with the King’s declaration, was taken to the 
Provinee by Sir William Markham, a cousin of the Proprie- 
tary, Who was conimnissioned to act as Deputy Governor. Cap 
tain Markham arrived at New York on the 21st of June, where 
he obtained an order from the Lieutenant-Governor of that 
Province for the surrender of the territory embraced in. the 
charter of Pennsylvania, which had previously been under 
his jurisdiction. 

Ilaving taken these measures to secure his title to the Prov- 
ince, Penn drew up a description of it from the best infor- 
mation he then possessed, and issued proposals for its colont- 
zation. The conditions on which land might be taken up 
were as follows: Those who wish to buy shares in the Prov- 
ince can have 5000 acres for £100, and to pay annually one 
shilling quit-rent for each hundred acres, the quit-rent not to 
begin till 1684. ‘Those who only rent are to pay one penny 
per acre, not to exceed 200 acres. Persons who take over 
servants are to be allowed’ 50 acres per head, and 50 acres to 
every servant when his time is expired. 

The conditions agreed upon between the Proprietary and 
some of the principal purchasers who were to be engaged with 
him in the enterprise, evinced an carnest desire that justice 
should be done to the Indians. From the King, Penn had 
purchased “the right of undisturbed colonizing,” but he 
looked upon the Indians as the rightful owners of the soil, 
except that portion of it which Hw had voluntarily relin- 
quished by treaty. 

The conditions »r “concessions” are dated the 11th of 
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July, 1681, and consist of twenty articles. The first ten re- 
late to the survey of a city, “In the most convenient place 
upon the river for health and navigation, the apportionment 
of city lots to country purchasers, the laying out of roads, and 
the working of mines. Jn the remaining articles, regulations 
are established for dealing with the natives. Goods sold to 
them or exchanged for furs, were to be exhibited in open 
market, in order that imposition might be prevented, or 
frauds detected ; no colonist was allowed to affront or wrong 
an Indian, without incurring the same penalty as if committed 
against his fellow-planter; all differences between Indians 
and colonists were to be settled by a jury of twelve men, 
six of whom should be Indians; and the natives were to have 
all the privileges of planting their grounds and providing for 
their families enjoyed by the colonists.” 

Penn was at this time offered very advantageous terms fora 
monopoly of the Indian trade in his Provinee, but he declined 
the proposition, from a belief that such a transfer would be 
a dereliction of his duty to God. Writing to a friend, he says: 
‘T would not abuse Ilis love, nor act unworthy of Ilis provi- 
dence, and so defile what came to me clean.” 

In the Spring of 1682, Penn was actively engaged in pre- 
parations for his voyage to America, and in drafting a frame 
of government for his infant colony. The admirable consti- 
tution and code of laws prepared in England, with the view 
of being submitted to the colonists of Pennsylvania, is sup- 
posed to have originated with the Proprictary ; but there were 
among the Friends concerned with him in the enterprise 
several persons of enlarged minds and liberal ideas, who per- 
formed an important, though subordinate, part in that great 
work. 

The frame of government agreed upon in England is dated 
the 25th of April, 1682. It was published the following 
month, accompanied hy a preface explanatory of the general 
principles of government. It was afterwards modified in 
form, but its distinctive features are still found in the Consti- 
tution of Pennsylvania, and have exercised a salutary influence 
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on the legislation of other States, as well as in the formation 
of the Federal Union. The great principle of religious 
liberty had before been proclaimed in Rhode Island and in 
Maryland; it was reserved for Penn only to give it a clearer 
expression and a wider field of action. The privilege allowed 
to every man, of worshipping God according to the dictates 
of his own conscience, is not placed on the ground of humane 
toleration, but established as an inherent right. 

In his penal code, the founder of Pennsylvania was far in 
advance of hisage. Ile looked upon reformation as the great 
end of retributive justice, and, in pursuance of this idea, ex- 
empted from the death-penalty about two hundred offences 
which were capitally punished by the English law. He wisely 
observed, “‘ They weakly err who think there is no other use 
of government than correction, which is the coarsest part 
of it.” To provide the means of a good education for every 
child, and to sce that all are taught some uscful trade or pro- 
fession, would do more to promote peace and happiness than 
all the machinery of courts and prisons. 

There was one defect in the Constitution of Pennsylvania, 
which was beyond the power of Penn to avoid or remedy. 
IIe held the Province asa fief from the Crown; he was a 
feudal sovereign, acting as the exccutive of a democracy; and 
these two elements were found incompatible. Ilis sweetness 
of temper and weight of character enabled him, while in the 
Province, to maintain the balance of power; but in his ab- 
sence, no deputy could be found to supply his place; and to 
this cause may be attributed many of the dissensions that 
afterwards arose. When we take into view that his Constitu- 
tion was then unparalleled for its excellence, and that he ever 
showed a willingness to alter it in accordance with the wants 
and capacities of the people, we shall find no other legislator 
in ancient or modern times, who so richly merits the gratitude 
of posterity. 

Penn, after much negotiation, obtained from the Duke of 
York two deeds of feoffment, dated the 24th of August, 1682, 


by one of which he conveyed the town of New Castle and 
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the country lying within a circle of twelve miles about it, and 

by the other he conveyed all the land on Delaware Bay, 
from twelve miles south of New Castle to Cape Henlopen. 
These Territories, which now form the State of Delaware, 
were to be held “in free and common socage;” and he was 
to pay to the Duke, for the first, the yearly rent of five shil- 
lings; and for the second, “ one rose at the feast of St. Michael 
the Archangel,” yearly, if demanded, together with a “ moicty 
of all the rents and profits thereof.” 

Having made his arrangements for a passage to Pennsylva- 
nia in the ship Welcome, Greenway, master, Penn addressed a 
touching and instructive letter to his wife and children, and 
embarked at Deal, in company with about one hundred pas- 
sengers, mostly Friends, from Sussex, where his house at 
Worminghurst was seated. 

During the passage the small-pox made its appearance with 
great virulence, and occasioned much distress. One of the 
passengers writing of the voyage, says: ‘‘ The good conver- 
sation of William Penn was very advantageous to all the com- 
pany. Ilis singular care was manifested in contributing to 
the necessities of many who were sick of the small-pox then 
on board, of which about thirty died.” They came within 
the Capes on the 24th of October, 1682, and arrived before 

the town of New Castle on the 27th of the same month. 
Penn was joyfully welcomed by the inhabitants, whom he > 
called tugether at the Court-House, where he explained to 
them the nature of the government he came to establish, 
and received from the magistrates written pledges of fidelity 
and obedience. 

On his arrival at Upland, he changed its name to Chester, 
and tradition relates that he proceeded thence with some of 
his friends, in an open boat, up the river Delaware. After 
passing four miles above the mouth of the Schuylkill, they 
came to a place called Coaquannock, where there was a high 
bold shore, covered with lofty pines. Here the site of the 
infant city of Philadelphia had been established, and the Pro- 
prietary was welzomed by the old inhabitants, Swedes and 
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Dutch, with some of the Friends who had sine before him, 
and anxiously awaited his arrival. | 

After viewing the site chosen for the city, giving such di- 
rections for butldinis as he thought expedient, and attending 
some meetings of Friends, Penn went to New York, “to pay 
his duty to the Duke of York by visiting his province.” 

Ife returned from this journey towards the end of No- 
vember, and there is reason to believe that it was at this time 
that he held the treaty of amity with the Indians, which has 
been so widely eclebrated as the “Great Treaty,” under the 
elm-tree at Kensington,— a transaction which has been illus- 
trated by the pencil of West, and has received the highest 
praise from historians. It appears that there were at least 
three Indian tribes present: the Lenni Lenape, living near 
the banks of the Delaware; the Mingoes, a tribe sprung from 
the Iroquois, and settled at Conestoga; and the Shawanees, 
a southern tribe that had removed to the Susquehanna. 

It is believed that Governor Penn was accompanied, as 
usual, by some members of his Council, as well as his secre- 
tary and surveyor. ‘Tradition relates that a number of prom- 
inent Friends were present, among whom was an ancestor 
of Benjamin West, whose portrait is introduced by the artist 
into his celebrated painting of the treaty-scene. We must 
not take our idea of Penn’s appearance from West’s picture, 
in which he is represented as a corpulent old man; for at that 
time he was in the prime of life, being only thirty-eight 
years of age, strong and active, graceful in person, and pleas- 
ing in manners. 

Under the wide-branching elm, the Indian tribes were as- 
sembled, all unarmed; for no warlike weapon was allowed to 
mar the scene. In front were the chiefs, with their counsel- 
lors and aged men on either hand. Behind them, in the form 
of a half-moon, sat the young men and some of the aged ma- 
trons; while beyond, and disposed in still widening circles, 
were seen the youth of both sexes. Among the assembled 
chicfs, there was one who held a conspicuous rank, — the 
Great Sachem, Taminend, one of Nature’s noblemen, revered 
for his wisdom aud beloved for his goodness. 
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When Penn and his associates approach the council-fire, 
Taminend puts on his chaplet, surmounted by a small horn, 
the emblem of kingly power, and then, through an inter- 
preter, he announces to the Proprietary that the nations are 
ready to hear him. 

Being thus called upon, he begins his speech: “‘ The Great 
Spirit,” he says, “who made me and you, who rules the 
heavens and the earth, and who knows the innermost 
thoughts of men, knows that I and my friends have a hearty 
desire to live in peace and friendship with you, and to serve 
you to the utmost of our power. It is not our custom to use 
hostile weapons against our fellow-creatures, for which reason 
we have come unarmed. Our object is not to do injury, and 
_ thus provoke the Great Spirit, but to do good. 

“We are met on the broad pathway of good faith and good 
will, so that no advantage is to be taken on either side, bat 
all to be openness, brotherhood, and love.” IlIere the Govy- 
ernor unrolls a parchment, containing stipulations for trade 
and promises of friendship, which, by means of an interpreter, 
he explains to them, article by article; and placing it on the 
ground, he observes that the ground shall be common to both 
people. He then proceeds: “I will not do as the Maryland- 
ers did, that is, call you children or brothers only; for pareuts 
are apt to whip their children too severely, and brothers some- 
times will differ; neither will I compare the friendship be- 
tween us to a chain, for the rain may rust it, or a tree may 
fall and breal it; but I will consider you as the same flesh 
and blood with the Christians, and the same as if one man’s 
body were to be divided into two parts.” 

This speech being listened to by the Indians in perfect 
silence and with much gravity, they take some time to delib- 
erate, and then the king orders one of his chiefs to speak to 
William Penn. 

The Indian orator advances, and, in the king’s name, salutes 
him; then taking him by the hand, he makes a speech, pledg- 
ing kindness and good neighborhood, and that the Indians 
and Iinglish must live in love as long as the sun and moon 
shall endure. 
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This treaty contained no contract for land; its pre-eminent 
importance consists in this,—it was the first time that William 
Penn had met the Indian chiefs in council, to make with them 
the firm league of friendship which was never violated, and 
gave rise to a kindly intercourse between the Friends and the 
aborigines, which continues to this day. It was like laying the 
corner-stone of a great edifice, whose enduring strength and 
beautiful proportions have called forth the admiration of suc- 
eeeding ages. The whole conduct of Penn towards the In- 
dians was founded in justice and love; he not only paid them 
for their lands, but employed every means in his power to 
promote their happiness and moral improvement. 

The Indians, on their part, treated the colonists in the most 
hospitable manner, supplying them frequently with venison, 
beans, and maize, and refusing compensation. For Penn 
they felt, and often expressed the utmost confidence and 


esteem. So great was.the reverence inspired by his virtues, — 


that his name was embalmed in their affections, and handed 
down to successive generations. ILfeckewelder, in his history 
of the Indian nations, speaks of the care they took, by means 
of strings or belts of wampum, to preserve the memory of 
their treaties, and especially those they made with William 
Penn. Ife says: “They frequently assembled together in the 
woods, in some shady spot, as nearly as possible similar to 
those where they used to meet their brother Miquon (Penn), 
and there lay all his words and speeches, with those of his 
descendants, on a blanket or clean piece of bark, and with 
great satisfaction go successively over the whole. This prac- 
tice, which I have repeatedly witnessed, continued until the 
year 1780, when disturbances which took place put an a to 
it, probably forever.” 

The name of Onas was given to William Penn by the Iro- 
quois, whom the Proprietary, and generally the English Colo- 
nial Governments, supported in their claim of superiority 
over the other Indian tribes. It seems that the Delawares 
adopted the name, at least in their public speeches; but 
among themselves they called him in their own language -- 
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Miquon. Both these words signify a quill or pen. tis cer- 
tain that no other man ever attained so great an influence over 
their minds; and the affectionate intercourse between them 
and the inhabitants of Pennsylvania, which continued as long 
as the principles of the first colonists preserved their ascen- 
dency, is the most beautiful exemplification afforded by his- 
tory that the peaceable doctrines of Christ are adapted to 
promote the security and happiness of man. 

On the 4th of December, 1682, a General Assembly met at 
Chester, composed of representatives from the province of 
Pennsylvania and the three Lower Counties called the Terri- 
tories. At this session was passed the “ Great Law,” or code 
of laws, consisting of sixty-nine sections, which long formed 
the basis of jurisprudence in Pennsylvania. It embraces most 
of the laws agreed upon in England, and some others after- 
wards suggested. Among the latter is a clause, attributed to 
the Proprietary, requiring the estates of intestates to go to the 
wife and children; which, by abrogating the English law of 
primogeniture, was instrumental in promoting that general 
equality of condition and division of property deemed so 
essential in a republican government. 

- The first section of this code has been much admired, and 
is here subjoined, viz.: 

“ Almighty God being only Lord of conscience, Father of 
lights and spirits, and the author as well as the object of all Di- 
vine knowledge, faith, and worship; who only can enlighten 
the mind and persuade and convince the understanding of 
people in due reverence to his sovereignty over the souls of 
mankind; It is enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no 
person now, or at any time hereafter, living in this province, 
who shall confess and acknowledge one Almighty God to be 
the Creator, upholder and ruler of the world, and that pro- 
fesseth him or herself obliged in conscience to live peaceably 
and justly under the civil government, shall in any wise be 
molested or prejudiced for his or her conscientious persuasion 
or practice; nor shall he or she at any time be compelled to 
frequent or maintain any religious worship-place or ministry 
whatever, contrary to his or her mind, but shall freely and 
fully enjoy his or her Christian liberty in that respect without 
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uny interruption or reflection; and if any person shiall abuse 
or deride any other for his or her different persuasion and 
practice in matters of religion, such shall be looked upon as 
a disturber of the peace, and be punished accordingly. 

“But to the end that looseness, irreligion, and atheism 
may not creep in, under pretence of conscience, in this 
province: 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that ac- 
cording to the good example of the primitive Christians, and 
for the ease of the creation, every first-day of the week, called 
the Lord’s Day, people shall abstain from their common toil, 
and labor, that whether masters, parents, children, or servants, 
they may the better dispose themselves to read the Scrip- 
tures of truth at home, or to frequent such meetings of 
religious worship abroad as may best suit their respective 
persuasions.” 


After a session of four days, the Assembly adjourned, 
affording an example of unanimity and dispatch seldom 
equalled. | 

In the spring of 1683 Penn met the Provincial Council at 
Philadelphia, and the Assembly two days afterwards. The 
number of councillors and representatives required by the 
charter being found larger than necessary, a joint committee 
of the two IJlouses was appointed to draft a new charter; 
which being done, it was read in Council, the members of 
the Assembly being present; and after some debate, it was 
agreed to, and signed by the Governor, to whom the old 
charter was returned, with “the hearty thanks of the whole 
Ifouse.” The second charter embraced the same principles as 
the first, and much of it was in the same language. The 
number of delegates from each county was reduced to three 
for the Council and six for the Assembly, with the privi- 
lege of each ILouse being enlarged with the increase of in- 
habitants. | | : 

By one of the acts passed at this time, provision was made 
for the appointment, at every County court, of three peace- 
makers, in the nature of common arbitrators, to hear and de- 
_ termine all differences between individuals. 

In grateful acknowledgment of the Governor’s services, 
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and in consideration of his expense in establishing the colony, 
the Assembly granted him an impost upon certain imports 
and exports; but he, with a generosity which he had after- 
wards cause to repent, declined to accept it. 

There are on record two deeds for lands purchased of the 
Indians in the year 1683. The first, signed by kings Tam- 
inend and Metamequan, conveys their land near Neshaminy 
Creek and thence to Pennypack. ‘The other is for lands 
lying between the Schuylkill and Chester rivers. 

In one of the purchases made from the Indians it was stipu- 
lated that it should extend ‘as far back as a man could walk 
in three days.” Tradition relates that William Penn himself, 
with some of his friends and a number of Indian chiefs, 
‘began to wall out this land at the mouth of the Neshaminy, 
and walked up the Delaware; that in one day and a half they 
got to a spruce-tree near the mouth of Baker’s Creek, when 
Penn concluding this would include as much land as he 
would want at present, a line was run and marked from the 
spruce-tree to Neshaminy, and the remainder left to be walked 
out when it should be wanted for settlement.” It is said they 
walled leisurely, after the Indian manner, sitting down some- 
times to smoke their pipes, to eat biscuit and cheese, and drink 
a bottle of wine. Itis certain they arrived at the spruce-tree ina 
day and a half, the whole distance rather less than thirty miles. 
The remainder of the line was not run till the 20th of Septem- 
ber, 1733, when the Governor of Pennsylvania employed three 
of the fastest walkers that could be found, one of whom, Ed- 
ward Marshall, walked in a day and a half sixty miles. 
The name of William Penn has by some persons been unjustly 
coupled with this disgraceful transaction, which did not take 
place till many years after his death. The Indians felt them- 
selves much aggrieved by this unfair admeasurement of their 
lands: it was the cause of the first dissatisfaction between 
them and the people of Pennsylvania; and it is remarkable 
that the first murder committed by them in the province, 
seventy-two years after the landing of Penn, was on this very 
ground which had been taken from them by fraud. 
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' While the colonists of Pennsylvania were enjoying the 
blessings of civil and religious liberty, they were deeply 
grieved to hear of the severe persecution inflicted on their 
brethren in Great Britain. The laws against non-conformity 
were executed with rigor; the mectings of Friends were 
broken up by armed troops; and many hundreds of men and 
women, separated from their families, were confined for years 
in noisome prisons, or only released by death. As the Duke 
of York was then supposed to have great influence with his 
brother, the King, and had always manifested much friendship 
for William Penn, it was supposed that his return to England 
and appearance at court might be instrumental in mitigating 
the sufferings of Iricnds. 

Another reason for his return was a controversy respecting 
the boundary-line between Pennsylvania and Maryland, 
which was soon to be brought before “the Lords of the 
Committee of Trade and Plantations,” and it was deemed 
necessary that Penn should be in attendance to sustain his 
rights. 

These reasons, together with a desire to join his family, 
from which he had been separated nearly two years, deter- 
mined him to leave for a while his thriving colony, and he 
accordingly embarked for England in the Sixth month, 
1684. Before his departure he commissioned the provincial 
Council to act in his stead; and to Thomas Lloyd, its presi- 
dent, he entrusted the keeping of the Great Seal. After a 
passage of about seven weeks, he landed within seven miles 
of his own residence, and found his family in the enjoyment 
of health. 

In the winter of 1684-5, King Charles II. died of apoplexy, 
and his brother, James, Duke of York, sueceeded to the 
throne under the title of James Il. He was at first received 
with favor by the nation, although his profession of the 
Catholic religion was incompatible with his station as head 
of the Established Church. 

Long before his accession to the throne he had declared to 
William Penn that he was opposed to persecution on account 
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of religion; and after attaining to power he professed to hold 
the same views. On the first day of his reign he made a 
speech, disclaiming all arbitrary principles in government, 
and promising protection to the Church of England, which 
gave general satisfaction, and he soon received congratulatory 
addresses from all parts of the kingdom. 

It does not appear that the Society of Friends offered at 
that time any congratulations; but, soon after, they waited 
on him with an address, asking the exercise of his clemency, 
and showing that upwards of 1,400 members of the Society, 
of both sexes, were continued prisoners in England and 
Wales, only for worshipping God according to their sense of 
duty, and for conscientiously refusing to swear. The libera- 
tion of these prisoners did not take place for a year after 
their case was brought before the King, and it was then done 
chiefly through the personal influence and intercession of 
William Penn. <As his object in returning to England was to 
solicit the liberation of his friends and to obtain a favorable 
settlement of the boundary question, it became necessary for 
him to appear frequently at court; he therefore took lodgings 
for himself and family at Kensington. 

-The zeal manifested by the King in favor of the Roman 
Catholic Church, the high tone he assumed with regard to the 
royal prerogative, and the judicial murders perpetrated in his 
name by Jetireys and others, were rapidly alienating the affec- 
tions of the people. 

The odium of his proceedings attached to all who were 
known to enjoy his confidence, and, among others, Penn was 
accused of favoring the Catholic religion and the arbitrary 
measures of the court. The old charge of his being bred at 
St. Omer’s, and a Jesuit in disguise, was revived, and, owing 
to the highly excited state of the public mind, was believed 
by many. There is, however, abundant evidence to show 
that Penn, though on intimate terms with the King, opposed 
his arbitrary measures, and boldly remonstrated against 
them.* 


* See Lawton’s Memoir, in Janney’s Life of Penn, pp. 301-7. The Memoir 
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Tis object’ in frequenting the court was, to obtain justice 

‘ for his province in the boundary question; to plead the cause 

of innocent sufferers of all religious persuasions; to extend 

the hand of mercy to those who fell under the displeasure of 

the government; and to advise the King to those measures 

of clemency and moderation which would have established 
his throne. 

The charges brought against Penn in Macaulay’s Ilistory 
of England have no foundation in fact, and have been 
thoroughly disproved. The limits of this paper not being 
sufficient for‘an examination of them, the reader is referred 
to other works relating to the life and character of Penn.* 

The work of J. Paget is the most recent of the vindications 
of Penn, and being written by a churchman, cannot be sus- 
pected of any bias in his favor arising from religious affinity. 
By reference to its pages, the reader will see that the first 
charge of Macaulay, relating to the “ Maids of Taunton,” is 
utterly without foundation; that the second, Penn’s presence 
at the execution of Cornish and Gaunt, relates to conduct 
that was prompted by a pure motive, and served a good pur- 
pose; he regarded them as innocent sufferers, and bore wit- 
ness-to their constancy; that the third, relating to Kiffin, is 
founded on a misconstruction of the authority quoted, and an 
interpolation ; that the fourth, relating to Magdalen College, 
rests on a perversion of the testimony and the suppression of 
an important fact; that the fifth, the alleged communication | 
of Penn with James while in Ireland, has no support save a 
musquotation of the authority cited; that the sixth, Penn’s 
alleged falsehood in a supposed interview with William IIL, 
is unsupported by testimony, and evidently a fiction; that the 
seventh and eighth, relating to Penn’s alleged share in Pres. 


' was communicated by Granville Penn to the Hist. Society of Penna., and pub- 
lished in their Memoirs, Vol. iii., Part ii. 

* See W. E. Forster’s Preface to Clarkson’s Life of Penn; W. IIepworth Dixon’s 
Historical Biography of Penn; Janney’s Life of Penn, chapter xxii., and Ap- 
pendix te 4th edition, published by Lippincott & Co., Philada., 1856. An In- 
quiry into the Evidence relating to the charges brought by Lord Macaulay 

‘ against William Penn by John Paget, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, London, 1858, 
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ton’s plot and his interview with Sidney, rest upon a perver- 
sion of facts, and an unfair quotation; and lastly, that his 
ninth charge, relating to Penn’s alleged message to James, 
exhorting him to invade England with 30,000 men, is abso- 
lutely false.* 

Those who examine this question impartially, can hardly 
fail to arrive at the conclusion expressed by a British critic 
in the Westminster Review : — “‘ Induced,” he says, “ by the 
voice of the calumniator to give the character of Penn a 
searching and uncompromising scrutiny, we rise from the 
task under the firm conviction that he was one of the best 
and wisest of men.” 

On the abdication of James II., and the accession of William 
and Mary, all the friends or intimates of the exiled monarch 
fell under public odium, most of them deservedly, but, in the 
case of Penn, the abuse heaped upon him arose from a mis- 
apprehension of his motives and conduct, and from the asper- 
sions of his enemies. On the 10th of December, 1688, he 
was sent for by the Lords of the Council then sitting. In reply 
to their questions, he assured them that ‘he had done nothing 
but what he could answer for before God and all the princes 
in the world; that he loved his country and the Protestant 
religion above his life, and never acted against either; that 
all he ever aimed at in his public endeavors was no other than 
what the Prince [William] declared for; that King James 
was always his friend and his father’s friend, and in gratitude 
he was the King’s, and did ever, as far as in him lay, influ- 
ence him to his true interest.” Although nothing appeared 
against him, he was required to give sureties for his appear- 
ance the fir st day of the next term. 

At the next term his case was continued to the Binths term 
following, when nothing being laid to his charge, he was 
cleared in open court. 

In the year 1690 he was again arrested and brought before 
the Lords of the Council. Ilis answer, as before, was manly, 
candid, and wise. Ile was ordered to give bail to appear at 


* J. Paget’s Inquiry, pp. 15, 27, 37, 57-9, 79, 87, 94, 101, 102, 109. 
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the next Trinity term, which he did; and at the time ap- 
pointed he appeared in court, and was honorably discharged. 
Soon afterward, his name was included in a proclamation 
issued for the arrest of eighteen persons supposed to be dis- 
affected to the Government. Ie was again apprehended, and 
lodged in prison to await his trial; and when brought before 
the Court of the King’s Bench, there being no evidence 
against him, he was discharged. 

Being now at liberty, he made preparations for a voyage to 
America; and while thus engaged, he learned that an infa- 
mous wretch, named William Fuller, whom the Parliament 
afterwards declared was “a cheat and a notorious impostor,” 
had, under oath, accused him to the Government, and that a 
warrant was issued for his apprehension. This vexatious pro- 
ceeding deranged all his plans; for, to leave England while 
he was under suspicion and subject to arrest, would be con- 
strued by his enemies as evidence of his guilt; and if he 
surrendered himself for trial, he would probably be exposed 
to danger from the oaths of a profligate villain, and even an 
acquittal, as he had frequently experienced, was no security 
against fresh accusations. In this sad dilemma, feeling like 
one-hunted for his life, he concluded to defer his cherished 
purpose of returning to Pennsylvania. Ie allowed the ships 
to depart without him, and having taken private lodgings in 
London, he lived in seclusion. If the Government had been 
desirous for his apprehension, doubtless the officers could 
readily have found him at his lodgings; but it appears prob- 
able that the King and Queen were satisfied of his inno- 
. cence, and only permitted his name to be inserted for effect, 
to satisfy popular clamor. 

When the Yearly Meeting of Friends assembled in Lon- 
don, Penn wrote them from his retreat a touching and affec- 
tionate letter, in which he says: “ My privacy is not because 
men have sworn truly, but falsely against me.”. During his 
seclusion of nearly three years, he was frequently visited by 
his friends, among whom were John Locke and others emi- 
nent for their worth. Ilis time was usefuliy occupied in 
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study and writing religious works. The dates of these works 
and of his letters yet extant, prove that the story of his flight 
to France was a sheer fabrication. 

In the autumn of 1692, a commission was granted by the 
sovereigns, William and Mary, to Benjamin Fletcher, Gov- 
ernor of New York, directing him to take under his jurisdic- 
tion the Province of Pennsylvania and the Territories annexed. 
This step was urged by the enemics of Penn as necessary for 
the safety of the colony. It was said that the French and 
Indians threatened the frontier settlements, that no defence 
had been provided by the Colonial Government, and that the 
Province and the Territories being at variance, no efficient 
administration of the laws could be expected. 

In the latter part of the year 1693, through the intercession 
of some noblemen who had long been his friends, the case 
of William Penn was again brought before King William, 
who being satisfied of his innocence, signified his wish that 
he should consider himself entirely at liberty. This pleasing 
change in his affairs, and the circumstances attending his in- 
terview with the Seeretary of State, are related in a letter of 
Penn’s to Thomas Lloyd and others in Pennsylvania. Ilis 
wife, who had tenderly sympathized with him in all his trials, 
was permitted to see him again restored to liberty; but in 
the following month she was removed by death. He has left 
an affectionate tribute to her worth in a touching and beauti- 
ful memorial. aol 

By a patent from the King and Queen, dated August, 1694, 
the government of Pennsylvania was restored to William 
Penn. Ile was now earnestly desirous of removing to the 
Province; but the situation of his domestic affairs, and prob- 
ably the state of his finances, obliged him to defer it. Ie ap- 
pointed Capt. William Markham his Lieutenant-Governor,— 
Thomas Lloyd, his former deputy, having died a few months 
previously. From the time Penn was reinstated in his goy- 
ernment until his arrival in the Province in 1699, a period 
of five years, there are few incidents of importance on re- 
cord concerning the colony, which appears to have enjoyed 
peace and prosperity. 
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After Penn’s acquittal and restoration to his proprietary 
rights, there was in the public mind a reaction in his favor, 
and he rose higher than ever in the estimation of his friends. 
There is now extant a small volume of his sermons, delivered 
at different mecting-houses in London about this time, which 
having been taken in short-hand and published, afford evi- 
dence that he had again become an object of public interest. 

In the spring of 1696, he again entered the married state. 
Ie chose for his second wife, IIannah, the daughter of 
Thomas Callowhill, and grand-daughter of Dennis Ilollister, 
both respectable merchants of Bristol, and members of the 
Society of Friends. She proved to be a true help -meet 
for him, being a woman of superior understanding and great 
pr deat. 

On the 9th of September, 1699, he embarked for es 
vania, and brought with him certificates from Friends in 
England, addressed to the meetings of Friends in Pennsylva- 
nia, showing that he was in full unity with the meetings of 
his own Society, and greatly beloved among them. 

It was a joyful day to the inhabitants of Pennsylvania when 
the ship Canterbury was announced, bearing to their shores the 
illustrious founder of the colony; who, after an absence of 
fifteen years, had come with his family, intending to make it 
his permanent home. After a tedious voyage of more than 
three months, the ship arrived at Chester on the Ist of De- 
cember, 1699, and soon after proceeded on her way to Phila- 
delphia, where the Governor was greeted by the inhabitants 
with joy and respect. 

In the spring or summer of the year 1700, William Penn 
and his family settled on Pennsbury Manor, a beautiful estate 
situated in Bucks County, four miles above Bristol, on the 
river Delaware. 

It appears from the Colonial Records that Penn, in the 
spring of 1700, brought before the Provincial Council a law 
for regulating the marriages of negroes, which was approved 
by that body, but lost in the popular branch. It is stated that 
he mourned over the state of the slaves, but his attempts to 
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improve their condition by legal enactments were defeated in 
the House of Assembly. Ilis efforts were more successful in 
his own religious Society; for, upon his suggestion, the 
Monthly Meeting of Philadelphia made a minute expressive 
of the concern they felt for the negroes and Indians; that 
Friends should be very careful in discharging a good con 
science towards them in all respects, but more especially for 
the good of their souls; and with this view religious meetings 
should be held among them. It is manifest that the first con- 
cern for their slaves, on the part of the Friends in that day, 
was to promote their spiritual welfare; and as they attended 
to this, their minds were gradually opened to sce that slave- 
holding is inconsistent with Christianity. It was not, how- 
ever, until after many years of persevering religious eftort 
that the Society was enabled to free itself from a practice 
that had, in an unwatchful hour, been permitted to take 
root. 

Penn, at one time, owned a few slaves, but when his eyes 
were opened to see the evils of the system, he liberated all 
that were in his possession. This fact is substantiated by a 
will he made in 1701, which is still extant, and contains this 
clause: “I give to my blacks their freedom, as is under my 
hand already, and to old Sam 100 acres, to be his children’s 
after he and his wife are dead, forever.” 

At several meetings of the Governor and Council the sub- 
ject of the Indian trade was discussed, and it was resolved 
that a company be formed, ‘ who should take all measures 
to induce the Indians to a true value and esteem of the Chris- 
tian religion, by setting before them good examples of pro- 
bity and candor, both in commerce and behaviour, and that 
care should be taken to have them duly instructed in the fun- 
damentals of Christianity.” : 

While Penn was earnestly engaged in devising measures 
to promote the prosperity of his province, he received letters 
from his friends in England, stating that “strenuous endeav- 
ors were used by several united interests, to procure an act 
of Parliament for annexing to the Crown the several propri- 
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etary governments; for which purpose a bill was shen before 
the House of Lords, which had been twice read, and though 
not likely to pass that session, there was no hope of staving 
it off longer than the next, unless the Proprietary would 
make his appearance in person, and answer the charges 
brought against his government by evil-minded persons.” 
His friends in England urged the necessity of his coming 
with as little delay as possible; the welfare of the Province 
as well as his own interest seemed to require it, and he re- 
luctantly consented to leave his adopted country to appear 
once more at his old post near the British Court. 

The Indians being informed of his expected departure, | 
waited upon him in large numbers to express their affection 
and confidence. They said ‘“ they never first broke covenant 
with any people, for they did not make them in their heads 
but in their hearts.” 

The constitution having been relinquished by the Assem- 
bly, from dissatisfaction with some of its provisions, a new 
one was prepared, and read to that body, ‘and every part 
thereof approved, agreed to, and thankfully received.” It 
was the last one granted to the Province and Territories, and 
in some respects was even more liberal than those which 
preceded it. The principal change was in allowing the As- 
sembly to originate bills and to sit on its own adjournments. 
It made no provision for the election of a Council, which was 
appointed by the Governor, and prohibited from taking cog- 
nizance of any complaint relating to property, unless appeals 
should be provided by law. In regard to civil and religious 
liberty, the new Constitution was as comprehensive as the old 
one. By a supplementary article, the Province and Terri- 
tories were allowed to dissolve their union at any time within 
three years by giving due notice. 

The Proprietary, by letters-patent, appointed a Council of 
State, consisting of ten members, mostly Friends, who were 
to advise and assist him or his deputy, and in case of the 
deputy’s absence or death, to exercise the executive functions. 

The ship be ng ready to sail, Penn convened the inhabi- 
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tants of Philadelphia on the 29th of October, in order to take 
leave of them and present them a charter for the city. On 
the 80th, he appointed Andrew Hamilton, formerly Gov 
ernor of East and West Jersey, to be his Licutenant-Gov 
ernor, and James Logan he made Provincial Secretary and 
Clerk of the Council. 

On Penn’s arrival in England, he was successful in warding 

off the blows aimed at his proprietary interests; but the enor- 
mous expenses he had incurred in the planting of his colony 
and defending its interests, involved him in pecuniary embar- 
rassment, which was greatly enhanced by the treachery of his 
steward, On the large sums of money that passed through 
his hands, he charged exorbitant commissions, and on his 
advances he calculated compound interest every six months. 
at eight per cent., which was one-third more than the law 
allowed. Although he had received £17,000, and expended 
£16,000 only, he brought the Proprietary in his debt to the 
amount of ten thousand five hundred pounds. Penn having 
confidence in him, accepted his accounts without sufficient 
examination, and finally, to secure the debt, gave him a lien 
upon his Province in the form of a deed of conveyance. 
. After the death of the steward, his heirs brought suit, and 
Penn being arrested, became a prisoner for debt. Ie offered, 
for ‘peace sake,” to pay such a sum as disinterested men 
might award, but the prosecutors were inexorable, and he con- 
tinued about nine months within the prison bounds. During 
his imprisonment his friends exerted themselves for his relief, 
and the sum of seven thousand six hundred pounds being 
raised, it was accepted in liquidation of the claim, and he was 
again set at liberty. 

In addition to his pecuniary difficulties, Penn had to suffer 
from anxiety on account of his Province. Ilis Lieutenant- 
Governors were frequently injudicious in their measures, and 
the Colonial Assemblies unreasonable in their complaints ; 
heuce dissensions arose between the legislative and executive 
departments, which impaired the reputation and interests of 
the colony. 
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These dissensions were doubtless exaggerated in the reports 
sent over to England, and increased the embarrassments of the 
Proprietary. Another cause of anxiety to Penn arose from 
the proceedings of a British court of Admiralty established 
in the Province, which endeavored to exact the use of oaths, 
and otherwise interfered with his government. In his cor- 
respondence with his faithful friend and secretary, James 
Logan, he expresses, in touching terms, his affectionate in- 
terest in the colony, and his solicitude for its welfare. At 
length he came reluctantly to the conclusion, in which Logan 
and others of his friends concurred, that it would be best for 
him to sell to the British crown his right of government in 
the Province, retaining his landed estate init. His negotia- 
tions with the ministry were delayed by his determination to 
secure religious liberty and political privileges to the people. 
In the summer of 1712 the terms of the surrender were agreed 
upon, but he was then taken ill of a fever, and the measure 
was never consummated. 

When he had partially recovered, he went to Bristol, where 
he had asecond attack of a disease which his wife, in her letter 
to Logan, called ‘‘a lethargic illness.” It came upon him 
suddenly while he was writing to Logan, —so suddenly, that 
his hand was arrested by paralysis in the beginning of a sen- 
tence which he never completed. 

During six years he lingered an invalid, gradually sinking 
to the grave. Ilis memory was impaired, his noble intellect 
was clouded; but the sweetness of his temper remained, and 
he was favored to retain the highest and best of his endow- 
ments, —a sense of spiritual enjoyment, and a heart over- 
flowing with love to God and man, He died the 380th of the 
Fifth month, 1718, in the 74th year of his age, and was 
buried at Jordan’s, in Buckinghamshire, where his first wife 
and several of his family had been interred. 

In all the transactions of his eventful life, the character 
of William Penn shines out in clearness and purity. The 
lapse of one hundred and fifty years has not dimmed its 
lustre, and even his modern traducer admits that “his name 
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has thus become, throughout all civilized countries, a syno- 
nym for probity and philanthropy.” One of the most re- 
markable traits in the character of Penn was his magnanimity. 
With a singular disregard for selfish or personal considera- 
tions, he devoted his lite to the good of mankind. To plead 
the cause of suffering humanity; to advocate the doctrines 
of civil and religious liberty; to found a free colony for all 
mankind; to establish there the most liberal constitution and 
laws; to obtain by justice and kindness an unexampled in- 
fluence over the Indian tribes; to recommend measures for 
improving the moral and social condition of the African 
race; to point out the means of avoiding the calamities of 
war, and to exemplify the benign principles of peace: these 
and similar objects engaged all the powers of his active and 
vigorous mind. To have aimed at such noble objects, entitles 
his character to our esteem; to have succeeded so remarkably, 
demands our gratitude. 

“There is,” says Bancroft, “ nothing in the history of the 
human race like the confidence which the simple virtues and 
institutions of William Penn inspired.” ... . “Penn never 
gave counsel at variance with popular rights.” .... ‘“ Eng- 
land, to-day, confesses his sagacity, and is doing honor to his 
genius. Ile came too soon for success, and he was aware of 
it. After more than a century, the laws which he reproved 
began gradually to be repealed; and the principle which he 
developed, sure of immortality, is slowly but firmly asserting 
its power over the legislation of Great Britain.” . . . “ Every 
charge of hypocrisy, of selfishness, of vanity, of dissimula- 
tion, of credulous confidence; every form of reproach, from 


virulent abuse to cold apology; every ill name from Tory and 


Jesuit to blasphemer and infidel, has been used against Penn; 
but the candor of his character always triumphed over calumny. 

‘‘ Tlis name was safely cherished as a household word in 
the cottages of Wales and Ireland, and among the peasantry 
ot Germany; and not a tenant of a wigwam, from the sea to 
the Susquehanna, doubted his integrity. 

“Tis fame is now wide as the world; he is one of the few 
who have gained abiding glory.” 
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CHAPTER II. 
PROPRIETARY GOVERNMENT, 1684-1693. 


HOMAS LLOYD, President of Council, August, 1684, to De- 
cember, 1686.— Unable to come to an agreement with 
Lord Baltimore, respecting the possession of the territory 
south of the Delaware, and desirous of holding the Bay, and 
thus securing favorable communication with the ocean, Penn 
determined to try his cause before the home government, © 
where Lord Baltimore had already submitted it, and was 
laboring to have the case prejudged. Though attached to 
his colony, and conscious that his presence in it was con- 
stantly needed, he nevertheless decided to return to England. 
There were other considerations besides this which attracted 
him thither. It was a period in which dissenters, and espe- 
cially the sect to which Penn belonged, felt the heavy hand 
of persecution. He had influence at court, and he longed to 
plead the cause of his suffering brethren in the royal presence. 
IIe accordingly placed the executive government in the 
hands of a Council of Five, over whom he appointed Thomas 
Lloyd, President, to whom he entrusted the keeping of the 
Great Seal, and on the 12th of August, 1684, sailed for England. 
Lloyd had been educated at Oxford, and had held places 
of trust athome. Attaching himself to the Quakers, he had 
become skilled in argumentation, and in the defence of their 
doctrines. Having formed the purpose of settling in the 
New World, he had embarked with Penn, to whose favor he 
had commended himself during the voyage, by the steadfast- 
ness of his faith, and by his fortitude under the severest trials. 
Markham, the first proprietary Lieutenant- Governor, was 


_made secretary of the Province and the Territories; Thomas 


101 
















































‘i Ni i) iat ‘wie hety ve P. tw) cal * ii i te One 
ay TN ; iN . Now ‘ee ‘ieee ene AV 
Ci Te SE ni Aik ae THIN hing Hs. 








ac. of ‘Bear dears, onansdd saa tag TOT 
diiw Jasmoorgs o8 of oatoo ot oldaalh a 801. TIKI 
qiotirint oft 10 moieroesog oft gaitoogeas, aromtiiloel 2 
bus ,yofl odd gaiblod Yo enoslkoh bas orawaleC odd to Aigoe 
ned ,azos0 ot dtiv coiteolasnrmos aldatovat guiinooa ail 
jaseurovog omod oslt ordted gene sid yt oF bonintoteb 8 
eaw baa gi hotindoa ybeowle bed oromiinth, baad OtRe is 
ot bedoatin dgvodt begbaipag ‘ease adit ovesl ot gaizodel = 
soo eave ti ati somsaorug eit dat euoloemen bas .gaoloo 
Junigatl ot muster of bobioob seslodieven ed bohoos 
hotontiie doiy eisl3. eobieod, euoiswbienoe 1 [ho ono 
_ ogee bas wetotnoseib doidw at botiog Bes JA 
bend yvnod orld, tot bogaolod ano doistwe od, 
ot bepaol of baa disog dM sogentin Daal ¢ 
OMIITY foyor | ont ai sotto guimine 
od} oi tnommoyog ovitsooxs ont 
aamiodT holmiogga ox groidyr govo, 
ot to gaigsed odi Dodgutt, 
Dbaakgenth tot bolina ,b#@ jaw 
gaoalg blod had bas ieee 
hed od etoden® exit of ‘loeent 
_utodt to oomsteb ault i bon f 
ot sat gailitoa to s | 
of 10v evodl 


102 PROPRIETARY GOVERNMENT. 


Holmes, Surveyor General; and Thomas Lloyd, James Clay- 
poole, and Robert Turner, commissioners of the land office. 

At the departure of Penn, the country had twenty-two or- 
ganized townships, containing seven thousand inhabitants, 
of whom two thousand five hundred were in Philadelphia,— 
an extraordinary growth for the short period since the grant 
had been made. After going on shipboard, and before set- 
ting sail, Penn addressed a letter to his Council, full of excel- 
lent advice, and breathing the spirit of the most fervent piety. 
‘My love and my life,” he says, ‘is to you and with you, 
and no water can quench it, nor distance wear it out, or 
bring it to an end.” .... “Oh, that you would eye Him, in 
all, through all, and above all the works of your hands, and 
let it be your first care, how you may glorify God in your un- 
dertakings; for to a blessed end are you brought hither.”.... 
‘¢ And thou, Philadelphia, the virgin settlement of this prov- 
ince, named before thou wert born, what love, what care, 
what service, and what travail has there been, to bring 
thee forth, and. preserve thee from such as would abuse and 
defile thee.” | 

The sway of Penn while in the Province was universally 
respected. Je had made the art of government a study. 
Not so the men whom he left in power. They had been ac- 
customed to be governed, and knew little of the vexations 
and responsibilities of ruling. 

On his departure, the great freedom of private opinion, 
in the affairs of government, which he had labored to incul- 
cate, began to show itself offensively, and to give trouble in 
the administration. Nicholas Moore, who was at the head of 
the Council of Five, in whose hands Penn had left judicial 
authority, and who was, in effect, Chief-Justice of the Colony, 
was impeached by the House on the 15th of March, 1685. 
Ten articles were preferred before the Council. Owing to 
some informality in the proceedings, he escaped conviction, 
but not punishment ; for he was expelled from the Assembly, 
and forbidden to hold any office of trust. In the eyes of the 
Proprietor, Moore was regarded as guiltless of any heinous of- 
fence, Other difficulties in the government occurred. Patrick 
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Robinson, clerk of the court, was voted a public enemy ; and 
John Curtis, a justice of the peace, was charged with the use 
of treasonable language. 


FIVE COMMISSIONERS, 1686-88. — To settle these dis- 
orders, the people sought the return of Penn. But other 
and weightier matters now claimed his attention. Dissatis- 
fied with the action of the Council, or rather its negligence, 
and to cure certain evils which he had seen arise, Penn deter- 
mined to relieve it and its president of the executive power, 
and to lodge it in the hands of five commissioners, any three 
of whom were to constitute a quorum, whose action in enact- 
ing, disannulling, or varying of laws, should have the same 
force as though the Proprietor was himself present, and gov- 
erning. Thomas Lloyd, Nicholas Moore, James Claypoole, 
Robert Turner, and John Kckley, were the first appointed to 
- this commission; but Moore and Claypoole never acted, and 
their places were filled by Arthur Cook and John Simcock. 
In their instructions, they were charged to correct the inefii- 
cient conduct of the Council, to preserve the dignity of their 
station, to abrogate all ihc except the fundamentals, and 

eall a new Bosemably; and finally, they were solemnly ad- 
monished ‘to be most just in the sight of the all-seeing g, all- 
searching God.” 

Soon after the consummation of this change, Lloyd, who 
was weary of the cares and fruitless contentions of a power 
in which he found himself but a co-ordinate agent, applied 
to Penn to be relieved. It was not easy to find a man to fill 
the anomalous position which had been created. The Presi- 
dent of the Council was, in a great measure, held responsible 
for the success and efficiency of:the government, while he 
had no more authority than each of the four with whom he 
was associated. Though with reluctance, Penn finally deter- 
mined to gratify the desire of Lloyd, bearing witness in the 
communication which granted his release to an unfeigned re- 
gard and esteem for him. In this letter, which was dated 
October 27th, 1687, Penn says: “I am sorry that Thomas 
Lioyd, my friend, covets a quietus, that is young, active, and 
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ingenious; for from such it is that I expect help, and such 
will not sow in vain; but since ’tis his desire, I do hereby 
signify his dismiss from the trouble he has borne, (for some 
time of rest and ease, at least,) and do nominate in my name, 
under the Great Seal, till further orders, Samuel Carpenter, 
who, I hope, will accept, and industriously serve that station, 
else Thomas Ellis.’ The new member was not to take 
Lloyd’s place as president, but to be one of the Council, all 
possessing equal power, and, by the advice of Penn, each to 
act as chairman a month in succession, or, if preferred, the 
senior member to preside steadily. 

It is evident from the tenor of Penn’s correspondence that 
he longed to be with his colony, and that he realized the need 
which existed of his strong hand in the government. In a 
letter addressed to Lloyd about this time, he says: ‘ No 
honor, interest or pleasure, in this part of the world, shall be 
able to check my desire to live and die among you; and 
though, to my grief, my stay 1s yet prolonged, on private and 
public accounts, yet, depend upon it, Pennsylvania is my 
worldly delight, and end of all places on the earth.” 


CAPTAIN JOHN BLACKWELL, Deputy Governor, De- 
cember, 1688, to January, 1690. — Though permission had been 
given to Lloyd to retire from the Council, and another mem- 
ber had been designated, yet for some reason Lloyd remained 
until near the close of the year 1688. In the meantime he had 
recommended to the Proprietor the appointment of one person 
to the supreme executive power, having had a sad experience 
with a many-headed executive. Penn was disposed to heed 
this advice, but he was much perplexed to find a suitable 
representative. Ife had tried his friends, chief men of the 
colony, and they had failed. Ile accordingly determined to 
send a stranger, not a Quaker, a man of experience, learn- 
ing, and ability. To this end he selected and commissioned 
Captain John Blackwell, who had been a soldier with Crom- 
well, and was, at the time of his selection, in one of the 
New England colonics. “Since no Friend,’ says Penn, 
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“would undertake the Governor’s place, I took one that was 
not, and a stranger, that he might be impartial, and more 
reverenced. IIc is, in ngland and Ireland, of great repute 
for ability, integrity, and virtue.” 

The hopes which the Proprietor had cherished from the 
appointment of Blackwell were not realized; for he had no 
sooner arrived in the colony and assumed authority, than 
dissensions began to show themselves. Lloyd refused to de- 
liver up the Great Seal, claiming that it had been delivered 
to him by the Proprictor for life. 

Of his own motion, Blackwell arrested and imprisoned offi- 
cers high in the service of the State, attempted to establish 
and organize the militia, under plea of threatened hostilities by 
France, and questioned the validity of all laws passed previous 
to the commencement of his administration. The Assembly 
endeavored to check his arbitrary rule; but he defeated its 

ends by forming a party in the Assembly, who absented them- 
— 3elves from its sessions, leaving less than a quorum. 


THOMAS LLOYD, President of Council, January, 1690, to 
March, 1691. — After a little more than a year of this turbu- 
lent rule, (from December, 1688, to January, 1690,) Blackwell 
was relieved, and the executive authority was again committed 
to the Council, with Thomas Lloyd president. With a most 
sincere and earnest desire to heal all wounds and compose 
all differences, Penn proposed three forms of executive power, 
and left to the decision of the Council which should be 
adopted, — either the entire Council, five commissioners, or a 
Deputy Governor, each of which forms had already been 
tried. The majority favored a Deputy-Governor; but the 
eouncilmen from the three Territories, who had viewed the 
transfer of power from New Castle to Philadelphia with con- 
cern, opposed this, favoring the five commissioners, and when 
they found themselves outnumbered, withdrew from the 
Council, with the determination of ruling the Territories in- 
dependent of the Province, until the will of the Proprietor 
should be known. A deputation from the Council was sent 
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to New Castle to induce the seceding members to return, but 
without success. 

In a letter addressed to Lloyd, the Proprietor had advised 
the establishment of a public school. In his comments upon 
the art of government, which he had promulgated before 
starting for America, and when he was about to draw up 
his original form of constitution, he had declared, “ That, 
therefore, which makes a good government must keep it, viz., 
‘men of wisdom and virtue; qualities that, because they de- 
scend not with worldly inheritances, must be carefully propa- 
gated by a virtuous education of youth; for which after ages 
will owe more to the care and prudence of founders and the 
successive magistracy, than to their parents, for their private 
patrimonies.” In complhance with this advice, George Keith, 
a native of Aberdeen, Scotland, a man of learning and note 
among the Quakers, who had for several years resided in 
Kast New Jersey, where he had served as Surveyor-General, 
was engaged to open a school in Philadelphia, —the first 
free school in the Province. Ilis salary was to be fifty pounds 
per annum, with a house provided for his school and for his 
family. 


THOMAS LLOYD, Deputy Governor of Province ; WiLLIAM 
Markuam, Deputy Governor of Territories ; March, 1691, to 
April, 1693. — Upon the receipt of intelligence of the with- 
drawal from the Council of the members representing the 
Territories, and a due notification of the choice, by the re- 
maining members, of Thomas Lloyd as President, Penn, at 
all times desirous of gratifying the wishes of his people, and 
deeply solicitous of making his Province a real republic, com- 
missioned Lloyd Deputy Governor of the Province, and 
William Markham, the former Secretary, who had withdrawn 
from the Council with the sceeding members, Deputy Gov- 
ernor of the Territories. 

Though acceding to the wishes of the minority of the Council 
in granting a separation of the Territories from the Province, 
Penn, nevertheless, felt himself much aggrieved by the want 
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of harmony and union among his friends. After recount- 
ing, in a letter to a friend, the several chtnges which he 
had made in the administration of government, upon the 
advice and at the suggestion of his people, he exclaims: 
“What could be tenderer? NowI perceive Thomas Lloyd is 
chosen by the three Upper, but not the three Lower, Counties, 
and sits down with his broken choice. This has grieved and 
wounded me and mine, I fear to the hazard of all. What- 
ever the morals of the Lower Counties are, it was embraced 
as a mercy that we got and united them to the Province; and 
a great charter ties them, and this particular ambition has 
broken it... . . . Had they learned what this means, [will 
have mercy and not sacrifice, there had been no breaches nor 
animosities there till I had come, at least.” 

The immediate evils which the Proprietor had anticipated 
from the separation did not arise, for the government was 
administered with more harmony and efficiency than it had 
been before since his departure. But, though unexpectedly 
relieved of difficulty in one direction, there came in another 
what proved of more injury to the colony than any evil which 
had hitherto existed. It was a schism in the Church. This, 
to a religion whose cardinal tenet is peace and good will, was 
especially vexatious. It was incited by George Keith, who, 
after having taught in the public school for a year, had 
entered the ministry. Of quick and acute perceptions, and 
well instructed in the doctrines of his Church, but with little 
skill or moderation in theymanagement of affairs, he was dis- 
posed to push his logistics to absurd conclusions. Ie was, 
moreover, of an irascible and intemperate disposition, heap- 
ing abuse upon his opponents in public assemblies and by 
inflammatory pamphlets. Ile held that there was too great 
a slackness in the discipline of the Church; that members 
thereof could not consistently serve as magistrates in crimi- 
nal jurisprudence. Upon small provocations, if any, he called 
his brethren in the ministry, “ fools, ignorant heathens, lyers, 
heretics, rotten ranters, muggletonians.” Of Lloyd he de- 
clared tha* “he was not fit to be a governor, and that h’s 
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name would stink.” A considerable party in the Church 
followed him, and Keith proclaimed himself at the head of 
the true Society of Quakers, stigmatizing all others as 
apostates. 

After submitting to the intemperate conduct of Keith 
until forbearance seemed no longer to be a virtue, a declara- 
tion or testimony of denial was drawn up against him ata 
meeting of the ministers of Philadelphia, which was con- 
firmed at the next general Yearly Meeting. From the force 
of this decree, which was in effect an act of expulsion, he 
appealed to the Society in London, where he appeared in per- 
son in his own defence; but so wrathful and intemperate did 
he show himself, that the action of the Philadelphia meeting 
was confirmed. Ie subsequently became a bitter enemy of 
the Quakers, and withdrawing entirely from them, joined 
the Church of England, aud was ordained a clergyman by 
the Bishop of London. After officiating in England, in 
America, and again in England, he finally died an unhappy 
man, declaring on his death-bed, “I wish I had died when I 
was a Quaker! for then I am sure it would have been well 
with my soul.” 

Lhe inquiry naturally arises, while contemplating the 
troubles which were experienced in the administration of 
the Government, and in the affairs of the Church, why the 
Proprietor, whose personal influence in his Colony and in 
his Church was puissant, withheld his presence. The 
necessity which kept him in England seems to have been 
a matter of deep regret to him; but a combination of cir- 
cumstances beyond his control—apparently interpositions 
of Providence — barred his return. In a letter to Lloyd of 
the 14th of April, 1691, he says: “It has been [my absence] 
20,000 pounds to my damage in the country, and above 
10,000 pounds here, and to the Province 500 families; but 
the wise God that can do what IIe pleases, as well as see 
what is in man’s heart, is able to requite all; and I am per- 
suaded that all shall work together for good in this very 
thing, if we can overlook all that stands in the way of our 
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views Godward in public matters. See that all be done pru- 
dently and humbly, and keep down irreverence and loose- 
ness, and cherish industry and sobricty.” 

The principal causes of his detention may be briefly 
recited. On the 6th of December, 1684, soon after his 
return to England, Charles IL, from whom Penn had re- 
eeived his original charter, died suddenly of apoplexy. 
Charles was succeeded by his brother James, Duke of York. 
James proved to be a bigoted Catholic, though, on ascend- 
ing the throne, he had made most fair promises of protection 
to all classes of worshiping Christians. James had been a 
friend to Penn, and it was through his influence that Penn- 
sylvania had been granted to him. When James came to 
power, Penn had his ear, and daily visited White Ifall. The 
King’s intolerance finally grew to such a pitch, and so many 
were brought to the scaftold for opinion’s sake, that the 
respect and confidence of the great mass of the English 
people was lost, and when on the fifth of November, William, 
the Prince of Orange, who had married a daughter of James, 
landed upon the English coast, he was received with open 
arms, and William and Mary were declared King and Queen, 
James retiring to France. The mere fact of the intimacy 
of Penn with James brought him under the displeasure of 
the new reigning party, and he was held to bail to answer 
charges of complicity with the deposed monarch in his high- 
handed practices. ‘These vexatious suits, prolonged from 
term to term of court, though void of proof, would not admit 
of his honorable departure. At the Michaelmas term of 
1690 he was cleared by the King’s Bench Court, sitting at 
Westminster, of the charge of adhering to the kingdom’s 
enemies. Immediately thereafter, he published proposals 
for a new colony which he designed to Jead in person. So 
numerous was the promise of this colony that a convoy had 
been granted for it by the Secretary of State; but, before it 
was ready to depart, fresh charges were brought against 
Penn, and he was obliged to abandon his project and again 
prepare for trial and its many delays. 
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CHAPTER III. 
UNDER THE CROWN OF ENGLAND, 1693-95. 


JENJAMIN FLETCHER. — Wititiam Marxuam, Deputy 
Governor, April, 1698, to March, 1695.—Though enjoying 
the respect of King William, Penn was, nevertheless, re- 
garded with disfavor by the party in power, and every oppor- 
tunity was seized by his enemies to defeat his designs. Pre- 
vented thus’ by false accusations from joining his colony, 
while troubles were fomented among his people during his 
absence, he was finally brought to the humiliation of seeing 
his authority in his Province wrested from him and given to 
another. On the 21st of October, 1692, a commission was 
issued by William and Mary, to Benjamin Fletcher, Governor 
of New York, directing him to assume the government of 
the Province and Territories of Pennsylvania. Fletcher did 
not receive the commission until some months later, and on 
the 19th of April, 1693, wrote to Governor Lloyd, that he 
should commence his journey to Philadelphia on the follow- 
ing Monday, and desiring that notice of his coming should 
be given to the principal freeholders, when their Majesties’ 
commands would be communicated to them. 

Fletcher came dressed in all the pomp and splendor of 
royalty, attended by a numerous retinue, gorgeously bedecked 
with feathers and gold lace, to whom the government was 
surrendered without opposition or remonstrance. The sub- 
serviency of Lloyd and Markham, on the occasion, was 
sharply censured by Penn, who also wrote to Fletcher, “ cau- 
tioning him to beware of meddling,” and reminding him of 
his “ particular obligation to him.” Fletcher immediately 
summoned the Assembly, but in doing so, raised the opposi- 
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tion of the Council, which began to badger him with remon- 
strances, alleging that, by the charter of Charles II., Penn 
was empowered to make laws for the government of the 
Province, and that under that charter, provision had been 
made for the meeting of the Assembly on the 10th of Janu- 
ary, and protesting against calling it for legislative purposes 
at any other time. The Assembly, however, met, and the 
members being duly qualified, Fletcher demanded money to 
meet expenses which had been incurred in defending Albany 
against the French and Indians, the French being at this 
time at war with the English; and Count Frontignac, the 
goyernor of Canada, having incited the Indians to join him 
in hostilities, letcher fortified his demand by a letter from 
Queen Mary, in which she expressed her will and pleasure 
that all the Colonies, upon the application of the governor of 
New York, should contribute men and money for the de- 
fence of the threatened fronticr. The Assembly was careful 
of its privileges, stubbornly resisting any infringement there- 
of; but finally passed a rate bill of a penny a pound for the 
support of government, and a poll-tax of six shillings, which 
yielded over seven thousand pounds. A number of bills 
were passed, and laws already in force confirmed, when, the 
business having been completed, Fletcher appointed William 
Markham as his Deputy Governor, dissolved the Assembly at 
their request, and departed to his own Colony. Fletcher occa- 
sionally visited the Colony, and again met the Assembly in 
the following year, when he addressed them with many 
honeyed words in his message, saying, “ that he considered 
their principles, that they could not carry arms, nor levy 
money to make war, though for their own defence, yet he 
hoped they would not refuse to feed the hungry, and clothe 
the naked; that was, to supply the Indian nations with such 
necessaries, as may influence their continued friendship to 
these Provinces.” 

On the 10th of July, 1694, Thomas Lloyd, after a sickness 
of a malignant fever of only six days’ continuance, died in 
the fifty-fourth year of his age. He was born in Montgom- 
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eryshire, North Wales, and being of ancient and respectable 
family, was in the way of advancement, when he became a 
Quaker, and attaching himself closely to this sect, came to 
America with Penn, with the design of making it his home. 
Though disinclined to politics, he was made a chief councillor, 
and upon the departure of Penn, became in fact Governor, 
which position he held, with slight interruptions, until his 
death. ILis learning, wisdom, and moderation enabled him 
to exert a most healthful influence over the infant Colony, 
and to shape the government to beneficent ends. It was at 
a period in the history of governments, when popular rights 
were little known, and the chief danger to be apprehended 
was from pushing liberty to the license of extravagant acts, 
unchastened and unrestrained by exalted moral principles 
and a degree of moderation rarely found in an inexperienced 
popular assembly. The character of Lloyd was well suited 
to such an emergency. Void of arbitrary or ambitious views, 
devoted to the principles of truth and justice in the abstract, 
he, nevertheless, was so well schooled in the practices of 
human nature, as to realize that the nearest approach to ab- 
solute verity in the conduct of affairs, is attained by an 
accommodating policy, and that there is danger of losing all 
by an arbitrary one. In his controversy with Keith, the su- 
periority of his own reasoning and judgment was apparent, 
and his final triumph was most fortunate for the Colony, and 
honorable to himself. Ile died in great peace of mind. In 
his last hours he said: “ Friends, I love you all; Iam going 
from you. I die in unity and love with all faithful friends. 
[have fought a good fight; I have kept the faith; which 
stands notin the wisdom of words, but in the power of God; 
I have fought, not for strife and contention, but for the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the simplicity of the gospel; — 
I lay down my head in peace, and desire you may all do so. 
Friends, farewell all.” 
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CHAPTER IV. 
WILLIAM PENN, PROPRIETOR, 1695-1718. 


ILLIAM MARKITAM, Deputy Governor, March, 1695, 
to December, 1699.— Lords Rochester, Ranelagh, and 
Sidney, countenanced and assisted by Lord Somers, the Duke 
of Buckingham, and Sir John Trenchard, in an interview 
which was granted them for the purpose, sought of King 
William an acquittal of the false charges which had been 
brought against Penn, and a restoration of his Province, 
showing most conclusively his innocence of any criminal 
action or design, or even desire, inimical to his Majesty’s 
government, at the same time pointing to the great injury 
and loss which he had sustained in being prevented from 
leaving the country to administer the affairs of his Colony. 
The King frankly told them in reply that Penn was his old 
acquaintance, and that he should consider himself discharged 
from all accusations, and at liberty to pursue his inoffensive 
way of life. Whereupon Penn, by invitation, visited the 
Secretary, and received formal assurance of his freedom, and 
on the 20th of August, 1694, the government of his Province 
was restored to him by royal commission. | 
In the preamble to this patent the ostensible reasons for 
depriving Penn of power and intrusting it to Governor 
Fletcher are thus set forth: “Upon information that, by 
reason of great miscarriages in the government of our 
Province of Pennsylvania in America, and the absence of 
the Proprietor, the same was fallen into disorder and con- 
fusion, by means whereof, not only the public peace and 
administration of justice was broken and violated, but there 


was also great want of provision for the guard and defense 
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of our said Province against our enemies, whereby it was 
apprehended that our said Province and the adjacent Colonies 
were much in danger of being lost from the crown of Eng- 
land, &e.” It is probable that these were the reasons set 
forth by the enemies of Penn, and were the ones upon which 
the royal action was taken; but, as was afterwards conclu- 
sively shown to the King, they were groundless. Hostility 
- to all friends of the deposed monarch, and a determination 
to compel the Province to contribute for the common defense 
of all the American colonies, which was despaired of under 
Quaker rule, were, in reality, probably among the most 
potent of these causes. 

Penn commissioned Markham on the 24th of September, 
1694, as his Deputy Governor, who, on the 20th of the fol- 
lowing April, met the Council, and, on the 10th of September, 
the Assembly. In calling the Assembly, Markham disre- 
garded the organic law, assuming that the suspension of the 
Proprietor had annulled it, and that he was invested with 
supreme power until a new constitution was framed. The 
Assembly quietly acquiesced in this view, as there were some 
provisions in the old instrument which they were clamorous 
to have changed. Accordingly, when the money bill came 
to be acted on, a new bill of settlement or constitution was 
attached to it, and passed. This was approved by the Gov- 
ernor, and was immediately put in operation, being the third 
frame of government adopted, which continued in force until 
1701. By this instrument the Council was made to consist 
of twelve members, two from each county, and the Assembly 
of twenty-four in like manner apportioned. 

While hostilities between France and England lasted, the 
French had many privateers upon the ocean. After peace 
was concluded, some of the privateersmen paid no heed to its 
conditions, but continued their forcible seizures, which now 
was piracy. Taking advantage of the pacific policy of the 
Quaker Province, they were accustomed to run into the Dela- 
ware for safe harbor. To break up this dangerous and most 
dishonorable practice, the Governor and Council issued a 
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proclamation, calling upon the magistrates and all good 
citizens to join in preventing it. It was charged by the 
enemies of the Proprietor that evil-disposed persons in the 
Colony were privy to these practices, and that the inability 
of the Province to prevent them was a proof of the impotence 
of a government whieh eschewed force. Penn felt keenly this 
reproach, and urged the exercise of constant vigilance for its 
removal. — 


WILLIAM PENN, Proprietor and Governor, December, 1699, 
to Novembcr, 1701. —In July, 1699, Penn, with his family, set 
sail for America, and, after a wearisome voyage of three 
months, arrived in the Colony. Ie had now come with the 
design of making it his final abiding place. To settle a stable 
- government which should exert a benignant influence over 
his people; to renew pledges of friendship and ever-during 
peace with the Indians; to secure marital and civil rights to 
negro slaves, and to provide for their spiritual teaching ; 
and to secure for his beloved city of Philadelphia a liberal 
and just charter,—were the first objects of his care and solici- 
tude. For eighteen months the new constitution was under 
consideration, and the subject of long debate in the Assembly. 
It was finally adopted on the 28th of October, 1701. By a 
supplementary article, evidently wrung from him with great 
reluctance, it was provided that the Province and the Terri- 
tories might, at any time within three years, dissolve their 
union, This privilege was granted as the only method of 
pacifying a long and uncompromising controversy. 


ANDREW HAMILTON, Deputy Governor, November, 1701, 
to April, 1708.—In the midst of his arduous labors, sin- 
cerely devoted to the good of his Colony, Penn received 
intelligence that a bill was before the British House of 
Lords for changing the proprietaryship to royal governors, 
and a message from his friends urging his immediate return 
to defend his rights. Though fatal to his fondly cherished 
purpose of spending the remainder of his days with his 
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Colony, he determined to go, and urging the Assembly to 
the dispatch of business, finally completed the charter and 
other affairs of importance, called together the Indians, 
with whom he had lived on the most intimate terms, feasting 
in their wigwams, and often entertaining their chiefs at his 
mansion, to bid them a final farewell; and having selected 
Andrew Hamilton to be his Deputy Governor, and James 
Logan Provincial Secretary and Clerk of the Council, he 
took his departure on the 1st of November, 1701. Hamilton 
had been one of the proprietors of East Jersey, and Governor 
of East and West Jersey. Logan had accompanied Penn to 
the Province in this last visit, and seems to have enjoyed his 
unlimited trust. | 
Through the interposition of the friends of Penn, the 
House of Lords was prevailed on to postpone action upon the 
question of appointing royal governors, and soon afterwards, 
on the 18th of May, King William died. He was succeeded 
by Princess Anne of Denmark, and Penn soon became fixed 
in the royal favor, taking up his residence at Kensington, 
that he might be near to Court. The danger of losing the 
immediate control of his Colony was now past; but there 
was still a strong party in Parliament opposed to the liberal 
government which he was striving to found. The party of 
the Established Church showed itself particularly inimical, 
alleging that in time of war a Province under Quaker rule 
would invite invasion and conquest, and would furnish a re- 
treat for privateers; that the solemnity of an oath should be 
required in civil and criminal jurisprudence uniformly 
throughout all her Majesty’s dominions. These views were 
urged, and so far prevailed as to induce the Parliament to pass 
an Act requiring that the appointment of deputy governors 
should have the royal assent. Factious opposition was made 
to the confirmation of Governor Hamilton, it being alleged 
that he had been engaged in illicit trade. The validity of his 
acts until confirmed was also questioned. Thus was a most 
harassing system of opposition to the Proprietor’s govern- 
ment kept up, every fault being exaggerated, and many mere 
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reports and rumors, void of any foundation in truth, being 
magnified before the eyes of the Queen. The appointment 
of Hamilton finally received the royal confirmation; but so 
persistent was the opposition to the interests of the Proprietor, 
that he was obliged either to keep an agent, or remain him- 
self near the court, to answer the hurtful charges constantly 
brought against his Province and his rule. 

In the October session of the Assembly, the representatives 
of the Territories refused to meet those of the Province, 
claiming the privilege of separation by the supplementary 
article of the new charter, and expressing their firm deter- 
mination to remain apart. Ifamilton strongly urged the ad- 
vantages of union, and brought every influence that he could 
devise to bear, in order to secure this result; but without 
effect. He also made preparations for the defence of the 
Colony, by organizing a military force, of which George 
Lowther, subsequently attorney-general, was the first captain. 
On the 20th of April, 1703, Governor Hamilton died sud- 
denly while on a visit to Amboy, where his family were then 
residing. 


EDWARD SHIPPEN, President of Council; April, 1703, 
to Lebruary, 1704. — By the death of Hamilton, the exercise 
of executive power devolved upon the Council, of which Ed- 
ward Shippen was president. ‘To the Assembly of 1703, the 
people, approving the action of the Lower Counties, elected 
double the number of representatives, as required by charter, 
provided the privilege of separation was claimed; but little 
was accomplished, the Council interposing objections to the 
order of business, alleging that the new charter conferred no 
power upon it to join in the enactment of laws. In this 
assembly it was finally settled that the Province and the Ter- 
ritories should ever after act separately in a legislative capa- 
city. This separation proved final, the two bodies never 
again meeting in common. 


JOHN EVANS, Deputy Governor, February, 1704, to Feb. 
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ruary, 1709.— The choice of a Deputy Governor, to succeed 
Hamilton, fell upon John Evans, of Welsh origin, only twen- 
ty-six * years of age, of good natural abilities, but volatile. 
He was not a Quaker, nor even a man of exemplary morals. 
He was doubtless selected out of deference to the views of 
the party at Court, who believed that a stable and efficient 
government could not be administered upon the peace prin- 
ciples of the Quakers. Indeed, Governor Fletcher had de- 
clared in 16938, in one of his communications to the Assem- 
bly: “ The constitution of their Majesties’ government, and 
that of Mr. Penn, are in direct opposition, one to the other.” 
Evans arrived in the Colony in February, 1704, and with him 
eame William Penn, Jr., the second and only surviving son 
of William Penn by his first marriage. Evans was expected 
and had indeed promised to be much influenced and guided 
by the advice of Logan, in whom the Proprietor continued 
to place entire confidence. The number of the Council was 
~ by him inereased, and the son of the Proprietor selected as 
one of the new members. 

The first care of the young Governor in a public capacity 
was to endeavor to secure the union of the Territories and the 
Province in the Assembly. Such arguments were presented 
to the representatives of the Territories, that they seemed 
willing to return; but the representatives of the Province 
,/were now unwilling to receive them back; and further at- 
‘tempts to bring about arecunion were abandoned. This sep- 
aration finally resulted in the erection of the Territories into 
the State of Delaware. The obstinacy of the Provincial As- 
sembly in opposing this reunion was the beginning of dis- 
cords between it and the party that adhered to the Governor, 
which continued throughout the entire period of his rule. A 
bill confirming the late provincial charter, granted by Penn, 
was passed by the Assembly, which contained provisions 
that the Governor believed unwarrantable, and from which 
he accordingly withheld his sanction. Whereupon the 


* Watson, in his Annals of Philadelphia, says twenty-one; but Gordon, in his 
History of Pennsylvania, twenty-six. 
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Assembly appointed a committee to draw up an address to 
the Proprietor, asking a redress of grievances, the address 
to be based upon certain resolutions passed by the As- 
sembly. It was drawn by Joseph Wilcox; but instead of 
being governed by the temperate resolutions of the Assembly, 
he launched out into a torrent of abuse of the Governor, 
and even of the Proprietor. This paper was not approved 
by the other members of the committee, to only four of whom 
was it shown. It was signed by David Lloyd, Speaker of the 
Ifouse, who headed the party in opposition to the Governor 
and Secretary Logan, Logan and Lloyd were the real heads 
of the two opposing factions, both men of ability and learn- 
ing; the one a fast friend and representative of the Proprietor, 
both in his public and private interests; the other the cham- 
pion of the popular party. | 

The Assembly of 1705 was largely composed of the same 
elements as the preceding one, of which Lloyd was again 
elected Speaker. The quarrels of the former session were per- 
petuated, and the Governor, despairing of any useful legisla- 
tion, dismissed it. The people finally became alarmed by the 
fruitless proceedings of these two sessions, and elected to the 
next House a majority of members friendly to the Proprie- 
tor, only eleven of the former House being returned. Joseph 
Growden was elected Speaker, and the business of the 
session was transacted with eminent success and dispatch. 

Evans had little respect for the religious principles of the 
Quakers. Disregarding their convictions, he, for the first 
time in the history of the Province, made a call for militia 
_by public proclamation. The defence of the Colonies against 
the invasion of the French and Indians, who had assumed an 
attitude of hostility, had borne heavily upon those Colonies 
most exposed. Little assistance had ever been rendered by 
Pennsylvania. This call for militia was made by Evans in 
good faith, with the desire of rendering such aid in the com- 
mon defence as was rightfully claimed and expected by the 
other Colonies. But the call met no response; and the Gov- 
ernor, disappointed by this lack of spirit, and embittered by 
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his previous quarrels with the Assembly, formed a most 
discreditable plan for testing the steadfastness of the Quaker 
faith. 

On the day of the annual fair at Philadelphia, Evans, by 
previous agreement with accomplices at New Castle, arranged 
to have a messenger dispatched with great haste and appear- 
ance of consternation to the Governor, bearing intelligence 
that a French fleet had arrived in the Delaware, and was 
laying waste the territory, and would soon arrive before the 
city. This intelligence was instantly published, and the Gov- 
ernor, mounting his horse, rode through the streets with a 
drawn sword, commanding and entreating the people to 
rush to arms, regardless of sect, party, or religious opinion, 
and hasten to the public defence. The wildest consternation 
prevailed. The shipping and small boats were run up the 
river, and into the small crecks, the large craft being carried 
above Burlington. Plate and valuables were thrown into 
wells; many hid themselves in trepidation; others betook 
themselves to the forests; and several women were said to 
have been untimely delivered of children, through fear. 
Before nightfall, however, the ruse was discovered, and the 
authors of the cruel farce were glad to seek safety in flight. 

This contemptible experiment was entirely futile in se- 
curing the result which the Governor sought. It was the 
day on which the Quakers held their Weekly Meeting; and 
regardless of the tumult and the consternation which pre- 
vailed, they met as though nothing unusual was occurring, 
and engaged in their appointed devotions. 

By this despicable conduct, the Governor drew upon him- 
self the contempt of all right-thinking’‘men. Besides, many 
of his official acts were unjustifiable, or little calculated to 
secure the confidence of his people. He had caused the 
erection of a fort at New Castle, before which all shipping 
ascending the river was brought to, and tribute demanded,— 
a practice unauthorized by charter, and vexatious to com- 
meree. It was only by the stern resistance of prominent 
citizens that this unlawful procedure was broken up. A 
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bitter quarrel sprang up between the Governor and Lloyd, 
Speaker of the Assembly, because the latter, in a personal 
conference, refused to stand when addressing the Governor. 
Charges and counter-charges were also brought against Lloyd 
and Logan, as the leaders of the two parties; and thus, in 
acrimonious and fruitless contentions, his administration was 
passed. IIe was relieved in February, 1709. Possessed of a 
good degree of Jearning and. refinement, and accustomed to 
the gay socicty of the British metropolis, he found in the 
grave and serious habits of Friends a type of life and char- 
acter which he failed to comprehend, and with which he could, 
consequently, have little sympathy. Tlow widely he mistook 
the Quaker character isseen in the result of his wild and hair- 
brained experiment to test their faith. His general tenor of 
life seems to have been of a piece with this. Watson says: 
‘‘' The Indians at Conestoga complained of him, when there, 
as misbehaving himself to their women ;” and that, in 1702, 
“Solomon Cresson, going his round at night, entered a tavern 
to suppress a riotous assembly, and found there John Evans, 
Esq., the Governor, who fell to beating Cresson.” 


COLONEL CHARLES GOOKIN, Deputy Governor, Feb- 
ruary, 1709, to May, 1717. — When it became evident to the 
Proprietor that he would be obliged to recall Governor 
Evans, the old difficulty of finding a suitable person for 
a@ successor was experienced. Ife had thought of pro- 
posing his son, who was already in America; but from 
this he was dissuaded by his friends, on account of his son’s 
youth and inexperience. Colonel Charles Gookin was finally 
selected, because of his grave and thoughtful demeanor, and 
his supposed wisdom and moderation, and his appointment 
received the royal assent. But it finally appeared, by his own 
testimony before the Council, in defence of certain charges 
brought against him near the close of his term of office, that 
he had been subject to fits of derangement. This was, how- 
ever, unknown at the time of his selection, and remained a 
secret, except so far as his own erratic conduct throughout his 
administration disclosed it. 
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The giddy conduct of Evans had brought reproach upon 
the Government, both at home and abroad, and his suc- 
cessor shared the opprobrium of his devious course, his 
quarrels being in a measure entailed upon Gookin, who 
had no sooner arrived in the Colony than charges were 
preferred against the late Governor of high crimes and 
misdemeanors, and Gookin was asked to institute criminal 
proceedings against him. This he prudently declined, but a 
fierce contention over the subject arose between the Council, 
which was charged with being accessory to the misdeeds of 
Evans, and the Assembly, which was clamorous for the prose- 
eution. Finding the Governor little inclined to give heed to 
its demands, the Assembly was stimulated to new endeavors 
to find causes of complaint against him. Ife had been guilty, 
as they alleged, of a breach of official etiquette by visiting 
New Castle during the sitting of the Assembly; of assuming 
to grant marriage licenses and pardons; of discontinuing 
prosecutions; of appointing one person to several offices; 
and the like petty offences. 

Karly in his administration the Colony was called on for 
men and money to aid in an expedition against Canada. At 
the instance of the Governor, instead of men, an equivalent 
of money was agreed to, and the Assembly was solicited to 
appropriate four thousand pounds. But this body, which 
had ever displayed an ingenuity most fruitful in framing 
excuses for voting away the people’s money, drew a bill for 
barely five hundred pounds, and even hedged that about with 
impracticable provisos. And now commenced anew a series 
of most vexatious counter-charges and prosecutions between 
Lloyd and Logan. In the midst of these, Logan, after having 
demanded and failed to obtain a trial, returned to England, 
where he laid before the Proprietor a full account of the 
changes and growth in the Colony since his departure, and 
drew a most affecting picture of the troubles and contentions 
by which the Government had been rent and the entire 
Province filled with discord. The Proprietor was greatly 
moved by this recital, and wrote a long letter to his people, 
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commencing in the following strain: ‘It is a mournful con- 
sideration, and the cause of deep affliction to me, that I am 
forced, by the oppressions and disappointments which have 
fallen to my share in this life, to speak to the people of that 
Provinee in a language I once hoped I should never have 
occasion to use. But the many troubles and oppositions that 
T have met with from thence, oblige me, in plainness and free- 
dom, to expostulate with you concerning the causes of them.” 
In a kindly but most earnest tone, he endeavored to reconcile 
their differences, and, with the voice of paternal tenderness, 
to recall them to a sense of duty. Finally, that they might 
be prepared for a change in their relations to him, should he 
be compelled to adopt it, he tells them, that if, after a fair 
election, a plurality of the Assembly persist in their opposi- 
tion to his government, he would then, without further sus- 
pense, know what he had to rely upon. 

But before this letter was received, an election was held, at 
which not one of the members of the former Assembly was 
returned, the people having become thoroughly disgusted 
with the dissensigns which had prevailed. The weight of the 
Proprietor’s expostulations, when his letter was received, was 
also felt, and, at the succeeding session, the utmost harmony 
was preserved, the course of legislation being uninterrupted, 
and directed to questions of vital interest to the Province. 
A subject was brought before the Assembly at this session 
which marks the initiation of a policy that, steadily growing 
in importance, has since rocked the nation of which the Colony 
came to form a part, from centre to circumference, and was 
near rending it in twain. This was the question of African 
slavery. An Act was passed staying the further course of the 
nefarious traffic in negroes; but this most humane and wise 
enactment was annulled by the Crown, the importation of 
these unfortunate people being regarded by the home gov- 
ernment with much favor as a source of revenue and pros- 
perity to the Colonies. 

In 1712, Penn, borne down by the weight of years and in- 
creasing cares, his Colony a source of little profit to him, and 


oie Dae stqanad Senn wid auelitt 


ee fan ousgTed, Yo ootvoa. en am 












f409 tM eset § Bi i”: tio cesses nl gaionta 10D 
ia 1 toads oon of coitoitite qavh to ovano,odt bse ae Mi, 
evel dais atnominiog (aah Ban aio oilt yf boot ea 


tadt ‘to olqoog odd 03 sdeoge odotil aidt: ait oundla yor ot aol re 
oved r9v0a Llwoda | boqod euo | ogamrgan pot 7 socivorlL = 
tatt enoftieogqe baa asidvost yuwnr ould wh 1ORBI90 
-ovit haa veonsuiolg if youn ogildo cone) inant on be whe i 
* modt to goameo oil} QiiatooMOD NOY, dliw stelutaogxe ‘of ob — i ‘ 
alisuoos1 of bosovaobue od onod teone toon dadylinighatt 
ezoatabnes Isaieiaq to esioy odd dtiw (baw oonohib todd” 
idgion yout todt pyilaniL aga to cana a 08, mot iigoor ob 
od bivoda coil of ecoitulen sleds ai ogaads a tot horaqorg od a 
ait o votia Qi todd unodt elled od Jt tqoka,od bollegmoaied 
eoqqo tiedt oi jeistog yldutoeed on} to ydilemuiq & diokgolo 
ane tout tvodtive nodt DMisow od dnontmovog: gid of aot 
sion yor of Lad od tedw wood oattog 
ies hlod enw noioole ua bevioves cow soil eidherdied toGy 
enw yldaroeA xomol odt to exodmoant edt to ai peer nesn ee 
hotewgeth vUitguor0d! ssmoved gaivnd: alqooq silt henite: 
adi lo difgiow oft boliaverq bed dolidweaagt tf 
esr bovisoot enw woisol ei soulwe 2urolialigh , . ee 
vance jeoialy oil) ,coisave giihovoss oid tn ia ia ‘ane 
botquriaiaian gaiod moitaleigel to oxen gilt bowie Loui 
pita Si ol} of teorotad [atin to acoitiasp: ot botoou ie 
noieaoe aidt te yldorsvahk odt eroted dulguerd anw toe ink Be 
yicivory Cibseis dad? qoflog 4 to. voitaittat od? adtzavdoidw 
qsolod edt doidw to molten offi boven egeieend oon froquebai 
caw ban oouotstauiods of onbaa coomh ding) a touch of ont a 
naolitéA. to maint, ott saw atl ninwd ai dt gaibaor am 
ott ‘to oemoo woditrit eo abn oa “i on fe 18 





ne es So 







































to moiiajoqet allt erere pdt yd f 
oo oxo oti yd be yaiod | 


-ai ban spor, to ddgiow oilt yo awob o: 
bua aod 04 shen palit on A YI 


124 PROPRIETARY GOVERNMENT. 


himself embarrassed with debts incurred in its interest, 
finally determined to transfer it to the crown in consideration 
of twelve thousand pounds. But before the legal papers 
were executed, he was stricken with paralysis, by which he 
was reduced to the feebleness of infancy, and the transfer 
was suspended. 

Until the session of 1714, uninterrupted harmony had pre- 
vailed between the Assembly and Governor, though the salary 
of the latter had frequently been left in arrears, half the pit- 
tance allowed him being often unpaid at the close of the fiscal 
year. It appears by the Logan MSS., as quoted by Gordon, 
that Gookin was a bachelor, and was selected because he 
would be a cheap governor. The 15th of February, the day for 
the convening of the Assembly, was stormy, and a quorum 
failed to assemble. When, on the following day, an organi- 
zation was effected, and a committee was sent to wait on the 
Governor, embittered by their former neglect, he refused to 
recognize them, their best endeavors failing to soften his 
temper. The committee appointed to remonstrate with him 
was driven from his door with threats and reproaches, and 
the Assembly was obliged to adjourn without attending to 
any business. 

The breach thus opened was widened from year to year, 
until 1717, when, upon the petition of the Council, Gookin 
was removed. Ilis conduct had become more and more un- 
reasonable, until, towards the close of his term, he had turned 
upon his most faithful friends, and demeaned himself in an 
extravagant manner, the effect no doubt of his lack of entire 
soundness of mind. Tle is said to have been much under 
the influence of his brother-in-law, Birmingham, for whom a 
township in Bucks County was named. He once removed 
all the justices of New Castle County for doing their duty in 
an action against Birmingham, leaving the county without a 
magistrate for six weeks. At another time, when the judges 
of the Supreme Court at New Castle would not admit a 
certain commission of his to be published in court, he sent 
for one of the judges and kicked him. 
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SIR WILLIAM KEITH, Deputy Governor, May, 1717, to 
July, 1726.— Gookin was succeeded by Sir William Keith, 
of the north of Scotland, and before his appointment as 
Governor, had held the office of surveyor of customs for the 
southern Provinces, at a salary of five hundred pounds. He 
had occasionally visited Philadelphia, and was familiar with 
the political opinions prevailing in the Province. He had 
formed the acquaintance and secured the confidence of 
Logan, and other of the leading citizens, and had pre- 
viously done the Proprietor signal service in London. He 
arrived in the Province in May, 1717, and was received 
with much pomp and ceremony. It being harvest time, out 
of kind consideration for the interests of the country mem- 
bers, he delayed calling the Assembly until it was over, the 
19th of August. In his inaugural address he assigned this 
as the reason of the delay. The Assembly in their reply ac- 
knowledged this courtesy, but took immediate occasion to 
ask a further favor in these words: ‘‘ As the Governor was 
pleased to defer calling us, for the sake of harvest, so we 
crave leave to observe to him, that seed-time being just at 
hand, it will be a great inconveniency to many of the mem- 
bers to stay long at this season.” The disposition manifested 
in this, his first official act, was characteristic of his entire 
administration, and was in striking contrast with that of 
several of his predecessors. Evans and Gookin had made 
themselves especially odious to the people by their intermi- 
nable quarrels, and the office of Governor had come to be 
regarded as necessarily in antagonism to their interests. 
Keith, by his affable deportment and thoughtful deference to 
their wishes, and by espousing the cause of the people on 
several occasions in opposition to that of the Proprietor, com- 
pletely disarrmed them of hostility to the office, and made 
them his earnest advocates. For his good will he was re- 
warded with ample salaries, for want of which his predeces- 
sors had often languished. 
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CHAPTER V. 
HANNAH PENN, EXECUTRIX FOR PROPRIETORS, 1718-27. 


IR WILLIAM KEITH, Deputy Governor, July, 1718, to 

July, 1726.—On the 30th of July, 1718, William Penn 
died, at the age of seventy-four. Six years before he had 
been prostrated by disease and never after recovered his 
physical vitality, though his mind was for the most part 
active. By his will, which he executed in 1712, he gave to 
his son William, the only surviving son by his first marriage, 
all his estates in England, amounting to twelve hundred 
pounds annually. To his wife Hannah, whom he made his 
sole executrix, for the equal benefit of herself and her five 
children, all his personal estate in Pennsylvania and else- 
where was devised, after paying all debts, and apportioning 
ten thousand acres of land in the Province to each of the 
three children of his son William, and to his daughter Letitia 
by the first marriage. 

Upon the death of Penn, Keith was in doubt about his 
right to longer execute the duties of his office. He accord- 
ingly laid the matter before his Council and the Assembly, by 
both of which it was determined, that the Act of June 11th, 
1711, for the further securing the administration of the Gov- 
ernment, provided that the incumbent should hold his office 
until his successor was appointed. William Penn, Jr., re- 
newea the commission of Keith, and gave him a letter of in- 
structions, as from the actual proprietor; but believing that 
by the terms of the will, the son William was not heir to the 
Province, Keith referred the subject to the Lords of Trade 
and Plantations, and the then Lord-Regent, by whom his 


continuance in office was confirmed. This action of Keith 
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gave offence to the Penn family, they believing that the pro- 
prietary rights were fully inherited. Soon afterwards the 
son William issued a commission to Logan as Secretary of the 
Province. 

Doubts existing as to the force of the Proprietor’s devise, 
a suit in chancery was instituted to determine it, which re- 
mained for several years undecided. In March, 1720, Wil- 
liam Penn, Jr., died, and before a decision of the case was 
had, his son Springett died also. In the meantime, Hannah 
Penn, the sole executrix, assumed the management of colonial 
affairs, executing this difficult task with rare tact and business 
capacity. ‘She became,” says Watson, ‘in effect our gov- 
ernor, ruling us by her deputies, or lieutenant governors, 
during all the term of her children’s minority.” The case 
was finally decided in 1727, to the effect that upon the death 
of William Penn, Jr., and his son Springett, the propric- 
tary rights devolved upon John, Thomas, and Richard Penn, 
the surviving sons of William Penn, Sen., by the second mar- 
riage, Dennis the fourth son having in the meantime died; 
and that the Proprietor’s agreement to sell the Province to 
the Crown for twelve thousand pounds, made in 1712, and on 
which one thousand pounds had been paid at the confirma- 
tion of the sale, was void. 

Though general prosperity prevailed in the anni and 
abundant crops rewarded the hand of the diligent, there 
was little money in circulation, so that citizens found it 
almost impossible to pay for their lands, or even the taxes 
thereon, the prices of produce, on account of its great abun- 
dance, being next to nothing. To remedy this evil, inspec- 
tors of flour, fish, and other products were appointed, who, 
by the careful and discriminating discharge of their duties, 
caused the Pennsylvania brands of these articles to become 
well established and popular, and to command the first prices 
and ready sale in the West Indies, whither most of the sur- 
plus produce was exported. An emission of paper money, 
hedged about with suitable securities and safeguards, was pro- 
vided for, which served to stimulate industry and greatly in- 
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crease the general prosperity. Through the insinuating and 
skilful management of the Governor, the Assembly was in- 
duced to pass two Acts against which it had previously mani- 
fested the most unyielding hostility: one to provide for the 
establishment of a court of equity, with himself as Chancel- 
lor, and another for the formation of militia organizations. 
During the early part of Keith’s administration, a difficulty 
had arisen between the Indians upon the Susquehanna, and 
upon the Shenandoah, respecting the limits of their hunting- 
grounds. Lostilities between them seemed imminent. To 
settle these difliculties amicably was earnestly sought by the 
Governor. Ile accordingly visited the Governor of Virginia, 
and interested him in restraining the Indians living south of 
the Potomac from crossing to the north of that stream in 
pursuit of their game. Ile then invited the chiefs of the 
Five Nations to meet him in conference at Conestoga, a place 
about seventy miles west of Philadelphia, whither he went 
on the 6th of July, 1721, attended by a numerous cavalcade. 
Representatives of the Five Nations, with their chief men, 
were present. With many tokens of solemnity and sincere 
friendship, certified by the laying down of belts of wampum 
and bundles of skins and furs, the native orator excused the 
irregularities of their young men, which he attributed to the 
use of strong spirits, that takes away their sense of memory, 
of which they knew nothing before the arrival of the white 
man among them, and he concludes by saying, “ That a chain 
may contract rust with lying, and become weaker; wherefore, 
he desires it may now be so well cleaned, as to remain brighter 
and stronger than ever it was before. [Presents another 
parcel of skins.] That, as in the firmament all clouds and 
darkness are removed from the place of the sun, so they de- 
sire that all misunderstandings may be fully done away.” 
The Governor made answer to these short but graceful sen- 
tences, abounding in the native eloquence with which the 
speeches of these men of the forest were ever characterized, 
by a long and elaborate address, in which he answered the 
chief points made by the Indian; but so completely loaded 
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down were his sentences with verbiage, that it is doubtful if 
the native counsellors understood or remembered much that 
he said. At the close he presented them with a coronation 
medal of the king in gold, and two days after a quantity of 
gay coats, powder, lead, biscuit, pipes and tobacco, which 
were doubtless better comprehended and appreciated than his 
speech, and the conference broke up with every evidence of 
satisfaction and pacific intention. The Governor, upon his 
return, was met at the passage of the Schuylkill by the city 
fathers, and over two hundred of the principal citizens, who 
conducted him through the streets after the manner of a hero 
returning from conquest. 

Not long after this, an Indian was killed near Conestoga 
in a drunken quarrel with two brothers named Cartlidge. 
The murder was aggravated by acts of cruelty. Keith took 
prompt measures for the apprehension of the murderers, sent 
messengers to the chiefs of the Five Nations to assure them 
of his disapproval of the wicked decd, and finally himself 
made a journey to Albany, accompanied by Hill, Norris, and 
ITamilton of his Council, whither he had been invited by the 
Indians for a conference of the Governors of all the Colonies, 
when, after considering the subject of the murder, the grand 
sachem made this noble and magnanimous answer: ‘The 
great king of the Five Nations is sorry for the death of the 
Indian that was killed, for he was of his own flesh and blood; 
he believes the Governor is also sorry; but now that it is 
done there is no help for it, and he desires that Cartlidge 
[the murderer] may not be put to death, nor that he should 
be spared for a time and afterwards executed; one life is 
enough to be lost; there should not two die. The king’s 
heart is good to the Governor and all the English.” 

In all his official acts, Keith stood on the side of the people 
as represented by the Assembly, in opposition to the Council 
and the Secretary, who were considered as representing the 
Proprietor. It had long been the custom for the Governor 
to discuss bills which had been passed by the Assembly, sec- 


tion by section, and approve or reject them by the major 
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voice. By the terms of the charter, Keith discovered that 
the Council had really only an advisory power, and as they 
had often delayed and defeated bills of importance by their 
opposition, he determined to act independently of them. 
This was strenuously resisted by the Council, and by Logan 
the Seeretary, and was the beginning of a bitter controversy. 
Finally, in 1722, the Governor having discovered that Logan, 
as he alleges, had entered upon the minutes of the Council a 
statement which had not been formally approved, removed 
him from oflice, and appointed another in his place; where- 
upon Logan repaired to London, and laid his grievances be- 
fore Ilannah Penn, now the acting Proprietor. Logan had 
long enjoyed the confidence of the Proprietor, and that 
eunfidence could not now be shaken by the trivial represen- 
tations of the Governor. She immediately wrote to Keith, 
sharply reproving him for displacing the Secretary without 
consulting her, or even his Council, which was enjoined in 
the charter, and directing him to reinstate Logan in his old 
position. This Keith refused to do, justifying his conduct, 
and claiming for himself absolute power in disposing of this 
matter. This opposition to the will of the Proprietor cost 
him his place, he being superseded in July, 1726. 

Keith may be considered as one of the most successful of 
the Proprietary Governors, and though charged with craft 
und subservieney to gain his ends, and command popular 
favor, which were doubtless founded in truth, yet it appears 
that he used the power and influence which he thus acquired 
for the public good, and that the growth and prosperity of 
the Colony during his administration were unsurpassed nor 
even equalled by any other American Colony. Though not 
a Quaker, he secured to that sect privileges which had pre- 
viously been sought in vain, they being allowed to wear their 
hats in court, and to give testimony under affirmation instead 
of oath. So far had he won the popular favor, that he was 
immediately elected to the Assembly, after surrendering the 
gubernatorial power, and took his seat in that body; but in - 
his wish to be elected speaker he was foiled, the methods he 
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adopted to secure this result serving to alienate even his 
friends. Watson, in his reference to this event, says: ‘* After- 
wards, when he [David Lloyd] exerted himself to thwart the 
ambitious designs of Sir William Keith, whom he wished to 
supplant as a dangerous political rival, he readily succeeded. 
In this, such was his management and success, that, although 
Sir William aimed for the Speaker’s chair, and had his sup- 
port out-doors in a cavalcade of eighty mounted horsemen, 
and the resounding of many guns fired, David Lloyd got 
every vote in the Assembly but three.” For a year or two 
after the close of his administration he manifested a most un- 
justifiable and malicious spirit, creating disscnsions in the 
administration of his successor. But his power and influence 
rapidly waned. In 1788 he published a history of the Colony 
of Virginia, with the intention of writing the histories of all 
the other Colonies; but doubtless abandoned it for want of 
sufficient encouragement. [fe died in London in 1749, in 
poverty. “It may be very little known,” says Watson, “ that 
he, who moved with so much excitement and cabal as our 
Governor in 1726, should at last fall into such neglect, as to 
leave his widow among us unnoticed and almost forgotten ! 
She lived and died in a small wooden house in Third Street, 
between High and Mulberry. There, much pinched for sub- 
sistence, she eked out her existence with an old female, de- 
clining all intercourse with society or with her neighbors. 
The house itself was burnt in 1786.” 





“i. ke | 
aid 9¥9. peeve ‘ob sein si ri t 


ot bodeiw od cnodw iol 






































ORLA » ; ayaa ditove ails oF Sonos 
odt draws 08. ‘YUoemrid borvene [b | 


bobgooons wiibser od dows onthe 


 dggorltia Asst e2o09ne: bas Smoeroysserosct alah enw if ua (air al 


«que pid bad baa <tindo eyiodnod@ old sot boris aneillt Y ia 
nontonwod botanont yityio te ebuslevay ae st seale0 ot 
tog byold Dived. dhoatt entry yon Yo Be ont bos — 
aus 10 1n9y B ao “oon dad widertsapip oie. pve 
“a tenan a botestinnsa od noite uate idl to Regge ing 
odt wi enoianoseih gaieot, dixiqa evoivilan: ban, of 
esnouhtai baa yowoq eid tel » snons0onan ela 20 HOA gidal 
ynoloQ aslt to ysoteid a hodeildng od S8VE wl. borew- 
fis 10. esinvieid odt yaitiow Jomoitaoiat odd ditw) 
+6 Janu 20t si booobuada eealidnob tanhysmiontlt i 
ni EE si wobsod ni beib oll Anomoganoone daen 
sod” oeta WT yea “erwortal: atitil ei eae | 
tho en ladeo ban iaometioxe dome oa Dive Doves omy 
ot es doolgen sous otai Ls deal Je Disorte OSV Dnt 1 
i netoyiot Jeomla ban booitonas ea gaegue, wobiw 
joon@ Mid ni sevod roboow Mua 8 gi beib ba 
dua sk bedoniq dovm oxedT .yriodieM baa dgilh age 
-of last blo aa ddiv oanetine merge buzlo ola oor 
‘ pode tod, tel 10 yisioga ive eet ai Ma, gat 
wre at tanud eave soe sod of 
wih j wen a At i i + 1 f i 
, th i ye) ‘ab i 





CHAPTER VI. 
JOHN, RICHARD, AND THOMAS PENN, PROPRIETORS, 1727-46. 


ATRICK GORDON, Deputy Governor, July, 1726, to Au- 

gust, 1736. — Patrick Gordon, who had served in the 
regular army, and who was recommended by Springett Penn 
for royal confirmation, was appointed to succeed Keith. He 
arrived in the Province with his family in the summer of 
1726, and met the Assembly in August. In his first address, 
he alluded to the fact of his having been a soldier, that he 
consequently knew nothing of the crooked ways of professed 
politicians, and must rely upon a blunt, straightforward 
course in his communications with them and in his adminis- 
tration of the government. IIe did not dissemble in making 
this declaration, for his public career seems to have been 
characterized by frankness and integrity. 

During the first two or three years of his government, his 
predecessor in office succeeded in fomenting difficulties in 
the Assembly, of which he was a member, and in the Prov- 
ince; but his utterances were so extravagant, and his plans 
for personal aggrandizement were so injudicious, that his in- 
fluence over the party which he had at first led was soon 
lost, and the discreet and wise policy of Governor Gordon 
bore down all opposition. George I. died in June, 1727, 
and was succeeded by his son, George II. At the mecting of 
the Assembly in October following, a congratulatory address 
was framed and presented to the new king upon his peaceful 
and happy accession to the throne. 

In 1728, several disturbances occurred among the Indians, 
chiefly incited by strong drink, which were participated in by 
worthless bands who had strayed away from the tribes to 
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which they belonged. In these affrays several were killed 
and wounded. ‘The Governor took prompt measures to ap- 
prehend and punish the offenders, and succeeded in averting 
hostilities. A treaty was concluded with the Five Nations 
which was ratified with presents in the usual formal manner. 
Ata council held at Philadelphia, on the 26th of May, for 
the purpose of renewing treaties with the several Indian 
tribes there represented, Captain, Civility spoke in behalf of 
the chieftains, and in referring to the Governor’s address, pre- 
viously delivered to them at Conestoga, said that “the Goy- 
ernor’s words were all right and good; that they never had 
any such speech made to them since William Penn was here.”’ 

These conferences with the Indians were frequent, and 
were attended with much expense, being gencrally coupled 
with treaties for the transfer of land. The Assembly, at its 
meeting in 1729, drew a distinction between the expense of 
treaties for the preservation of peace in the Colony, and those 
for the acquisition of territory, claiming that the latter should 
de borne by the Proprietors, thus dividing the burden of the 
“frequent visits of the chiefs and their followers, to polish 
the chain of friendship with English blankets, broadcloths, 
and metals.” 

The prosperity of the Colony at this period was remarkable. 
Though not planted till 1680, more than half a century after 
the settlements of the other Colonies on the coast, it had the 
finest capital city in all British America, and the second in 
size, and a greater white population than Virginia, Maryland, 
and both the Carolinas. The causes of this prosperity were 
the peaceful policy adopted towards the savages, the security 
of life and property guaranteed by its beneficent code of laws, 
free toleration of religious sentiment, and the equality of all 
men before the law, making them eligible to office, and com- 
petent to give testimony in court, not excluding even the In- 
dian or the negro. : 

The entire amount of paper money which had been issued 
to the beginning of 1730, was seventy-five thousand pounds. 
Rumors being curre xt of mismanagement in the loan office, 
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Governor Gordon instituted an inquiry into the affairs of the 
treasurer, William Fishbourne, when it was discovered that 
he was a defaulter to the amount of eighteen hundred pounds. 
This was secured by the estate of the treasurer; but he was 
punished by being removed, and forever disqualified from 
holding office. 

In 1732, it was discovered that the French from Canada 
were building and establishing trading-posts within the terri- 
tory of Pennsylvania, on the Allegheny and Ohio rivers, and 
that representatives of the Indians dwelling upon these rivers 
had been invited to a conference with the French at Mon- 
treal. To counteract this influence, the Shawanese upon the 
Allegheny were summoned to Philadelphia, andeat a council 
there held, they were urged to remove farther east. This they 
declined to do, but asserted that the French had not mani- 
fested an unfriendly spirit towards the English. A treaty 
was soon afterwards made with the Six Nations, in which the 
Indians promised continued friendship for the English, and 
resistance to the encroachments of the I'rench. 

By the death of Hannah Penn, in 1733, and the pre- 
vious decease of Springett Penn, the Assembly decided that 
the power of Governor Gordon was at an end, and refused 
to act upon a message which he had communicated. But 
shortly afterward, the Governor received a new commission, 
executed by John, Thomas, and Richard Penn, to whom 
William Penn’s estate and proprictary rights had descended. 
In the approval of this commission, the King expressly re- 
served the right to govern the Lower Counties on the Dela- 
ware, commonly known as the Territories. 

This reservation was but the beginning of a series of en- 
croachments by the home government, not only upon the 
rights of this, but upon those of all the American Colonies. 
The judiciary act of 1727 was soon after annulled, which 
threatened great inconvenience, but was fortunately averted 
by reviving the act of 1722. This was followed by an at- 
tempt to pass a resolution, recommended by the royal board 
of trade, requiring that all laws not only of Pennsylvania, 
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wut of all the Colonies, should be transmitted tu the King, 
whose assent was necessary to their validity, and that a copy 
of all laws previously passed should be submitted to him, 
who might annul any or all of them at his pleasure. Through 
the influence of the agent of the Assembly, Mr. Ferdinando 
John Paris, who was kept at Court as the representative of 
the Province, joined with the agents and friends of the other 
Colonies, action upon this resolution was stayed. But the 
disposition manifested in this proposition, so hurtful in its 
tendency to the dearest and most cherished rights of the 
Colony, was in, character with those infringements of the 
Crown, which finally resulted in armed resistance, and their 
complete separation and independence. 

In August of 1732, Thomas Penn, and two years later, John 
Penn, the Pennsylvania born, and the eldest of the surviving 
sons of William Penn, arrivedin the Province. Their advent 
was hailed with demonstrations of joy and satisfaction on the 
part of the people, and furnished occasions of congratulatory 
addresses from the Assembly, framed in a spirit of unfeigned 
respect and gratification, by whom answers were returned 
pledging constant devotion to the interests of the Colony. 
To John Penn, the Assembly said: ‘Excited by affection 
and gratitude, we cheerfully embrace this opportunity of con- 
gratulating thee on thy safe arrival to the place of thy na- 
tivity. When we commemorate the many benefits bestowed 
on the inhabitants of this Colony, the religious and civil liber- 
ties we possess, and to whom these valuable privileges, under 
God and the King, are owing, we should be wanting to our- 
selves, and them that we represent, did we not do justice to 
the memory of thy worthy ancestor, 2 man of principles truly 
humane, an advocate of religion and liberty. What may 
we not hope for from the son of so great a man, educated 
under his care, and influenced by his example! May his de- 
scendants inherit his virtues as well as his estate, and long 
continue a blessing to Pennsylvania.” To which he returned 
this answer: “TI return you my hearty thanks for this affec- 
tionate address. The kind regard you express for the memory 
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of my father is most agreeable to me; and, as it was always 
his desire, so it is strongly my inclination, to do everything 
in my power to promote the happiness and prosperity of this 
Province.” 

Not long after the arrival of the latter, Governor Gordon 
was advised from London, that Lord Baltimore had made 
application to the king to have the three Lower Counties trans- 
ferred from the dominion of Pennsylvania to that of Mary- 
land. Richard Penn, the only one of the Proprictors re- 
maining in England, and a deputation of Quakers, protested 
against this; but lest this opposition should fail, John Penn 
determined to return to England, to defend the Proprietary 
interests at Court, and soon atter took his departure from the 
Colony, to which he never again returned, having died, un- 
married, in Octuber, 1746, leaving his share of the Colony to 
his brother Thomas. 

In August, 1736, Governor Gordon died, equally lamented 
by the Proprietaries and the people, he having so judiciously 
administered the government, as not to set the intcrests of 
the. one in antagonism to the other. During his term of 
office, gencral prosperity had prevailed, and the Colony had 
greatly increased in wealth and numbers. Its commerce like- 
wise had grown to commanding proportions, and the number 
and tonnage of the colonial-built ships lad been rapidly 
multiplied. 


JAMES LOGAN, President of the Council, August, 1786, to 
August, 1738. — Upon the death of Governor Gordon, the ex- 
ecutive authority devolved upon the Council, of which James 
Logan was President. During the two years which elapsed 
between the death of the late Governor and the arrival 
of his successor, the Assembly met regularly and advised 
with the Council, but no laws were passed and no legisla- 
tive business was transacted, as the Council was forbidden 
by charter from exercising executive power in legislation. 
During this period, serious troubles arose from the contested 
Jurisdiction of Penrsylvania an? Maryland over portions of 
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territory west of the Susquehanna, then a part of Lancaster 
County, now of York. ‘To escape the payment of taxes in 
Pennsylvania, the settlers had accepted titles to their lands 
from Maryland, but subsequently had renounced their alle- 
giance to the latter, and sought protection from the former. 
This action the Maryland authorities resisted, and the sheriff 
of the adjoining Maryland county, with three hundred men, 
advanced to drive out the settlers. The sheriff of Lancaster 
County, Samuel Smith, with a quickly summoned posse, 
went out to meet the Marylanders, and protect the citizens 
of his county. An amicable agreement was effected with- 
out coming to violence, and the two partics withdrew. But 
soon afterwards a gang of fifty armed Marylanders, under 
the leadership of one Cressap, again invaded the terri- 
tory, with the design of taking forcible possession of the 
farms of the settlers, each of the band to have at least two 
hundred acres. In an encounter with the settlers, one of 
them, Knowles, who offered resistance to their demands, was 
killed. The sheriff of Lancaster came to the rescue, and a 
sharp skirmish occurred, in which one of the invaders was 
killed, and Cressap himself was wounded and made prisoner. 
Governor Ogle, of Maryland, sent a commission to Philadel- 
phia to demand his release; but failing in this, he seized 
four of the settlers and incarcerated them in the jail at Balti- 
more. Not satisfied with the results of the contest thus far, 
a band of Marylanders, led by one Higginbotham, invaded 
the disputed ground and began driving out the settlers, when 
the sheriff of Lancaster again appeared and dispersed them. 
This harassing strife was kept up for several months, pre- 
venting the settlers from planting or improving their farms. 
In the meantime, a party of Marylanders, to the number of 
sixteen, under Richard Lowden, broke into the jail at Lan- 
easter, and released the prisoners who had been apprehended. . 
In the midst of these contentions, an order of the king in 
Council was issued, which had the effect to restrain both par- 
ties, and subsequently action was taken which provided for 
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the settlement of the question of boundary, and, consequently, 
of jurisdiction. 

In these trying difficulties the affairs of the Colony were 
managed with great firmness and determination by Logan; 
and the Indians, who were again aroused to open hostilities 
by unprincipled traders, who, going among them and making 
them drunken, despoiled them of their skins and abused 
their women, were persuaded to forbearance and forgiveness 
by his arguments and appeals, and his kind and benignant 
bearing. Ile was only nominally governor during these two 
years, but really the ruling power belind those who held the 
gubernatorial commission, from the time of his arrival in the 
Colony, in 1699, for a period of over forty years, holding 
the otlices of chief commissioner of property, agent for the 
purchase and sale of lands, receiver-general, member of Coun- 

ceil, President of Council, and chict-justice. During the life 
of William Penn he had the exclusive management of all 
his private affairs in the Province, and after lis death, those 
of his children, attending to the sale of lands,: executing 
conveyances, making the collections, and looking to all the 
vast details of the Proprietary interests. In the course of his 
long service he met with stern opposition and often bitter 
reproach; but he bore all with a calm yet firm resolution, — 
the distinguishing mark of a great spirit, —and finally tri- 
umphed over all his adversaries. 

“James Logan,” says Proud, “ was descended of a family 
originally from Scotland, where, in the troubles of that coun- 
try, occasioned by the affair of Earl Gawrie, in the reign of 
James VI, his grandfather, Robert Logan, was deprived of 
a considerable estate, in consequence of which his father, 
Patrick Logan, being in reduced circumstances, removed 
into Ireland and fixed his residence at Lurgan, the place of 
his son James’ birth. Patrick Logan had the benefit of a 
good education in the university of Edinburgh, where he 
commenced Master of Arts, but afterwards joined in religious 
society with the Quakers. Thus his son, James Logan, being 
endowed with good genius and fayored with suitable educa- 
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tion, made considerable proficiency in divers branches of 
learning and science, after which he went to Englard, from 
whence, in the year 1699, and about the twenty-fifth of his 
age, he removed to Pennsylvania in company with Wilham 
Penn, in his latter voyage to America, and in 1701 he was, 
by commission from the Proprietary, appointed Secretary of 
the Province and clerk of the Council for the same. — Ilis life 
was afterwards much employed in public affairs. .. . Many 
years before his death he retired pretty much from the hurry 
and incumbrance of public affairs, and spent the latter part 
of his time principally at Stenton, his country-scat, near Ger- 
mantown, about five or six miles from Philadelphia, where 
he enjoyed among his books that leisure in which men of 
letters take delight, and corresponded with the literati in 
different parts of Hurope. Ile was well versed in both an- 
cient and modern learning, acquainted with the Oriental 
tongues, a master of the Latin, Greek, French, and Italian 
languages, deeply skilled in the mathematics and in natural 
and moral philosophy, as several pieces of his own writing 
in Latin, &¢.,demonstrate, some of which have gone through 
divers impressions in different parts of Europe, and are 
highly esteemed. Among his productions of this nature, his 
Hxperimenta Meletemata de plantarum generatione, or his Experi- 
ments on the Indian Corn or Maize of America, with his 
observations arising therefrom on the generation of plants, 
published in Latin, at Leyden, in 1739, and afterwards, in 
1747, republished in London, with an English version on the 
opposite page by Dr. J. Fothergill, are both curious and in- 
genious. Along with this piece was likewise printed, in 
Latin, at Leyden, another treatise by the same author, enti- 
tled, Canonum pro inveniendis refractionum, tum simplicium, tum 
im lentibus duplicum focis, demonstrationis geometricae. And in 
his old age, he translated Ciccro’s excellent treatise De Se- 
nectute, which, with his explanatory notes, was printed in 
Philadelphia, with a preface or encomium by Benjamin 
Franklin, afterwards Dr. Franklin, of that city, in 1744. 
Ife was one of the people called Quakers, and died on the 
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81st of October, 1751, aged about seventy-seven years, leav- 
ing as a monument of his public spirit and benevolence to 
the people of Pennsylvania a library which he had been fifty 
years in collecting, since called the Loganian Library, intend- 
ing it for the common use and benefit of all lovers of learning. 
It was said to contain the best editions of the best books in 
various languages, arts, and sciences, and to be the largest, 
and by far the most valuable, collection of the kind, at that 
time, in this part of the world. Ile had several children 
who survived him, of whom his eldest son, William, lately 
deceased, was many years a member of the Governor’s 
council.” 

In 1742 a treaty was concluded with the Six Nations at 
Philadelphia, at which one of the native orators thus spoke 
of him, witnessing to the estimation in which he was held by 
the men of the forest: ‘* We called at our old friend’s, James 
Logan, in our way to this city, and to our grief we found 
him hid in the bushes, and retired, through infirmities, from 
public business. We pressed him to leave his retirement, 
and prevailed with him to assist once more, on our account, at 
your councils. We hope, notwithstanding his age and the 
effects of a fit of sickness, which, we understand, has hurt 
his constitution, that he may yet continue a long time to as- 
sist this Province with his counsels. Ie is a wise man and 
a fast friend of the Indians, and we desire, when his soul 
goes to God, you may choose in his room just such another 
person of the same prudence and ability in counselling, and 
of the same tender disposition and affection for the Indians. 
In testimony of our gratitude for all his services, and because 
he was so good as to leave his country house and follow us 
to town, and be at the trouble, in this, his advanced age, to 
attend the council, we present him with this bundle of skins.” 

‘In personal appearance James Logan was tall and well- 
proportioned, with a graceful yet grave demeanor. Te had 
a good complexion, and was quite florid even in old age; nor 
did his hair, which was brown, turn gray in the decline of 
life, nor his eyes require spectacles. According to the fash- 
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1on of the times, he wore a powdered wig. His whole man- 
ner was dignified, so as to abash impertinence yet he was 
kind and stniethy just in all the minor duties of acquaintance. 
and society.” * 

Logan’s whole life in America was a laborious one, his 
cares being such that few would have borne up under them. 
In one of his letters he says: ‘‘ These duties make my life so 
uncomfortable that it is not worth the living.” And again: 
‘“T know not what any of the comforts of life are.” But he 
faithfully executed his great trust to the last, which proved a 
rich blessing to the Province; and it will redound to the 
glory and honor of the State in all times to come, that a man 
of so much learning, talent, and fidelity was found to execute 
the duties which Te government imposed, and give whole- 
some bias to its rule. 


GEORGE THOMAS, Deputy Governor, August, 1738, to 
1747. George Thomas, a planter of Antigua, one of the 
West India Islands, was appointed Governor in the summer 
of 1737; but owing to the claim of Lord Baltimore to jurisdic- 
tion over the Tae Counties, he was detained in London in 
defending the Proprietary rights, and did not assume the 
duties of his office until the following year. Ie first met the 
Assembly in August, 1738. The first serious business which 
claimed his attention was the question of jurisdiction over the 
disputed territory between Maryland and Pennsylvania. It 
was mutually agreed that each Governor should claim alle- 
giance from its own subjects, wherever settled, until the 
boundary line was run. This agreement was approved by 
the King, and made an order in Council. 

Andrew Ilamilton, the venerable speaker of the Assembly, 
who for several years had served the Province with great 
ability and acceptance, towards the close of August took his 
final leave of that body, delivering a valedictory address con- 
ccived in a vein of eminently just reflection and sage advice. 
“Tt is not,” he says, “to the fertility of our soil, and the 


* Hazard, vol. y. 321. 
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commodiousness of our rivers, that we ought chiefly to at- 
tribute the great progress this Province has made within so 
small a compass of years, in improvements, wealth, trade and 
navigation; and the extraordinary increase of people who 
have been drawn here from almost every country in Europe, 
—a progress which more ancient settlements on the main of 
America cannot, at the present, boast of. No. It is princi- 
pally, and almost wholly, owing to the excellency of our 
constitution, under which we enjoy a greater share both of 
eivil and religious liberty than any of our neighbors. ..... 
We have no officers but what are necessary; none but what 
earn their salaries; and those generally are either elected by 
the people, or appointed by their representatives. Other 
Provinces swarm with unnecessary officers, nominated by the 
Governors, who often make it a main part of their care to 
support those officers, notwithstanding their oppressions, at 
all events. I hope it will ever be the wisdom of our Assem- 
blies to create no great offices or officers, nor indeed any offi- 
eer at all, but what is really necessary for the service of the 
country, and to be sure to let the people, or their representa- 
tives, have at least a share in their nomination or appoint- 
ment. This will always be a good security against the mis- 
chievcus influence of men holding places at the pleasure of 
the Governor. .... . Nor are we less happy in the enjoy- 
ment of a perfect freedom ag to religion. By many years 
expericnce, we find that an equality among religious socicties, 
without distinguishing any one sect with greater privileges 
than another, is the most effectual method to discourage 
hypocrisy, promote the practice of the moral virtues, and 
prevent the plagues and mischiefs that always attend religious 
squabbling.” | 

On the 23d of October, 1739, war, which for two years had 
been impending, was formally declared between Spain and 
Great Britain. Governor Thomas had previously made some 
efforts to organize the militia; but without much success. 
Ile now endeavored to use his official authority in effecting 
lis purpose. The Assembly had always been averse to voting 
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money for carrying on military operations, though it had ap- 
propriated funds for the use of the Crown, to be devoted to 
the civil service. Thomas was dissatisfied with this course, 
and endeavored to convince the Assembly that such a position 
was absurd, and that his opinion should be respected. He 
seems to have had as imperfect a judgment of the Quaker 
faith and practice as had Governor Hvans, already noticed, 
and to have believed that these men could be driven to adopt 
his views. In this he found himself deceived. Fruitless and 
vexatious messages passed between them. Finally a commu- 
nication was reccived from the home government, directing 
the Governor to call for voluntecrs. Hight companies were 
rapidly organized and sent to the capes of Virginia. It was 
found that many servants had been enlisted. Of this the 
Assembly complained, and in its bill making appropriations 
for the use of the King, provided for the payment of masters 
for the losses thus sustained. ‘The Governor objecting to this 
provision, refused to sign the bill. At the next election the 
conduct of the Assembly in this matter was approved, and 
an order was issucd by the Trustees of the Loan Oflice for 
the payment of the masters. 

In 1740, much religious excitement prevailed in the Colony 
produced by the preaching of Whitefield. Many of all de- 
nominations followed him, the feeling amounting to almost 
afrenzy. By his exertions a large brick edifice was erected 
in Fourth Street, Philadelphia, to be open to any preacher 
of any denomination who should desire to address the 
- citizens, 

In August, 1741, Thomas Penn departed for Europe. The 
Assembly presented him with a kind and affectionate address 
on the occasion, to which he made answer expressing his sat- 
isfaction, and commending to its care the interests of the 
Province. 

The contentions between the Governor and the Assembly 
increased at every meeting, until the style of communication 
between them became in a marked deercee disreputable. The 
Governor refused to sign the bills of the Assembly, and the 
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Assembly, in turn, refused to vote him his salary. To the 
Governor’s complaint that his salary was unpaid, answer was 
made by the Assembly that they were accustomed to have 
all their business progress in due order, and that public acts 
took precedence of appropriations for their own pay. 

Headstrong by nature, and determined to triumph over 
the Assembly, he decided to appeal to the people. The 
Quaker element in the Assembly was strong. This he 
hoped, by the aid of the city and the German population, to 
break down. The elections were held; but the Quakers 
were everywhere triumphant. In the city riots were incited, 
a band of marines, in the interest of the Governor’s party, 
taking possession of the polls; but they were finally driven 
away. 

Satisfied that he could not subdue the Assembly to his 
will, he decided to adopt a conciliatory policy, and to the 
bills presented he promptly affixed his signature. The <As- 
sembly, willing to reciprocate, voted the Governor fifteen 
hundred pounds for arrearages of his salary. This reconcilia- 
tion was lasting, the relations of the two parties during the 
remaining years of the Governor’s administration being 
marked by mutual good-will. 

In March, 1744, war was declared between France and 
Great Britain. The Delaware had been a resort for the pri- 
vateers of the enemy in time of war. To protect the Province 
against the encroachments of these, batteries were planted 
along the shore at eligible points for defence, the expense 
being met by money raised by a lottery. Governor Thomas - 
ealled for volunteers by proclamation, appointed necessary 
officers, and fixed days for drill. The Governor was seconded 
in his efforts by Franklin, who issued a pamphlet entitled 
Plain Truth, demonstrating the helpless condition of the 
Colony, and the necessity for union and discipline. Ten 
thousand men were rapidly enlisted, and armed at their own 
expense. Franklin was elected Colonel of the Philadelphia 
regiment, but declined in favor of Alderman Lawrence. 

On the 5th of May, 1747, the Governor communicated to 














- esattoulT romtovon) sqioiol aw hovist qontorit 

































od} of salva aid said fren ent 
Ber ro vane chiaqaw east Sen uiul 


gion ee td bas tate 8 oul ii e2o'tgo" 
OER IO tiodt woh enoidnis porgqa. 
1070 deen o} boaiareiob baa oi fh 
edT .siqoog oft oO} Inoqqa oh Hobivabd | ol “ele 
of eid’! yaoi eam qieroeaA ot af dogmol 
ot ,coltalaqog nition) odd Dua pis wilt Yo bir 49 
vrodnc® ont dud ;blod o1ow anotioala oT te 
hotiont ovsye etols Yio ous al avoaloguanat id sh mene 
vom e‘somtayou oil) to teoiotot od}, a eoutiinit 


govritb yilaatt 2 cow yal dad : ellog old: to adieerea0 


eid’ ot eidmoeeA old onbdae, tom Dluoo ot, Jodt ‘ho ff 
gilt of Dus yoilog yolsilianos & jgobs of hobiveb 6 Li 
2A, ofT .ountacyia elf boxitts eitqaiorg oul bol monary 
noofit some, ott beter giagosqivot of by i 
-niliosoootaid’l . ocralsa eid to eoyermorie vt el yrise 
ait yaitsh soiting owt oilt to estoitalos out , <guiien 
ectiod notaveiniabs s‘xomevon ott to en, i 
Min-boog nudist 

bus soaevh 099) sia horaloab enw TRH rae é 
ixq ot 20h daoeot 9 sed hast osawalod, od'T winding 
outros odd Jooiony oF cur Lo oenis ai yurantg oft Yo, e98 
hotuslg ots voixotind onal 40, eiaomulvaorgas od} 
eacogxe alt vamstoh roi, etalog oldigila: ia nol 
i 





cineeozgss botiiugaa, .aolsgeaplonne, <4, eionaanisr 
bobaossa ae TOMO oT "Wats 4 ay 
holtitag Olah a 

oft to, nolti 


aoT Preys 


GEORGE THOMAS. 145 


the Assembly the death of the eldest of the Proprictors, John 
Penn, and at the same time his own determination, on ac- 
count of declining health, to resign. This announcement 
was received with manifestations of regret, a feeling of sin- 
cere respect and esteem being cherished towards him. Gor- 
don, in his History of Pennsylvania, presents the following 
estimate of his character: ‘‘ Governor Thomas was active, 
industrious, and capable; attached to the Province, but more 
devoted to the Proprictariecs and the king. - In his zeal for 
Ilis Majesty he overlooked the principles and character of 
the people he was called to govern. IIe believed himself 
sufficiently strong in polemical controversy to shake the opin- 
ions for which their aneestors had broken the tender charities 
of kindred and country, and which they themselves cherished 
with enthusiasm. Failing in this, he endeavored to intimi- 
date men who, though declining to exhibit military courage, 
were no respecters of persons, and had never displayed. polit- 
ical cowardice. When experience had taught him properly 
to appreciate the Quaker character, and to determine how far 
and in what manner their loyalty could be shown unchecked 
by their consciences, he drew from them without difficulty 
whatever he could in propriety demand. Jis moderation 
and considerate forbearance towards the Quakers during the 
latter years of his administration were rewarded by the es- 


teem of the people and the confidence of the legislature.” 
10 
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CHAPTER VII. 
RICHARD AND THOMAS PENN, PROPRIETORS, 1746-1771. 


NTHONY PALMER, President of the Council, May, 
1747, to November 25, 1748.—Soon after his resig- 
nation, Governor Thomas departed for Europe, and left the 
government in the hands of the Council, of which Anthony 
Palmer was president. It was a period in which many dan- 
gers threatened the Province. The enemy’s privateers con- 
tinued to infest the waters of the Delaware. The Assembly 
was urged to provide means of defence. The dominant ele- 
ment was by principle opposed to a resort to force, and 
framed ingenious excuses for refusing to vote the necessary 
means, alleging that the Colony must look to the Crown of 
Ingland for protection; that to volunteer provision for de- 
fence was virtually to assume the responsibility and expense 
which the home government was now willing to bear. The 
Quakers, Moravians, Mennonists, and other kindred sects, 
strenuously opposed even a defensive war, while other reli- 
gious sects, with equal warmth, advocated a vigorous force 
policy. The pulpit and the press were deeply involved in the 
discussion, and the population was divided into opposing fac- 
tions upon this question. 

The French, who were now laboring to connect their pos- 
sessions in Canada with those upon the Mississippi, by estab- 
lishing a line of forts and posts along the Alleghany and 
Ohio rivers, were busy in their efforts to seduce the natives 
from their alliances of peace and friendship with the Eng- 
lish, employing artful blandishments and the most showy 
and attravtive presents. The policy of Pennsylvania had 
always been to spend the money which the other Colonies 


had used for military operations against the savages, in pro- 
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viding for their wants and ministering to their native taste 
for display. The Indians soon discovered the advantage of 
this policy, and became very artful in making the most of it. 
They desired frequent councils for brightening the chain of 
friendship. They took good care to magnify the arts of the 
French to win them over, and to insinuate that without strong 
and substantial inducements they would be unable much 
longer to withstand the pressure. Insignificant and roving 
bands sent frequent deputations to smoke the calumet of 
peace and cement friendship with suitable tokens. At a 
great council held at Albany in 1747, Maryland and Virginia 
were induced to join Pennsylvania, at which the latter dis- 
tributed goods to the value of one thousand pounds. A 
short time previous to the holding of the Albany council, 
Pennsylvania dispatched a messenger, in the person of Conrad 
Weiser, to visit the tribes dwelling in the central and west- 
ern parts of the Province, charged with observing carefully 
the disposition of the Indians, their number, their means of 
warfare, the position of the French, their designs, and espe- 
cially the arts which they practised to gain the favor of the 
red men. Ife was especially to magnify the power of the 
English, their present pacific disposition, and their designs 
of distributing costly and countless presents, and to particu- 
larly revive the remembrance of the peaceful policy of Penn- 
sylvania above every other colony, in order to secure for it 
immunity from future peril. 

On the Ist of October, 1748, the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
which secured peace between France and Great Britain, was 
concluded, and the excuse for hostilities between the repre- 
sentatives of these nations upon the North American conti- 
nent was removed; but the fell passions of the savages had 
been aroused, and they were not easily nor long kept in sub- 
jection. The sway of the Council under the presidency of 
Palmer lasted a little more than two years. He was a gen- 
tleman of wealth, who had removed to the Colony in 1708 
from the West Indies. “ He lived,” says Watson, “in a style 
suited to his circumstances, keeping a coach —then a great 
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luxury —and a pleasure-barge. Ile is said to’have had 
twenty-one children by his first wife, all of whom died of 
consumption: some of his descendants by a second wife are 
now living in Philadelphia.” He died in 1749. 


JAMES HAMILTON, Deputy Governor, November 23, 1748, 
to October 3, 1754.— On the 23d of November, James Hamilton, 
American-born and possessed of considerable landed estate, 
son of Andrew IIamilton, formerly for several successive years 
speaker of the Assembly, arrived in the Province from Eng- 
land, bearing the commission of Lieutenant-Governor. Iis 
first attention was directed to removing grievances of the In- 
dians dwelling west of the Susquehanna, who complained that 
white settlers had seized and occupied the choicest lands and 
most eligible locations along the streams and water-courses — 
their own native haunts —territory which had never been ac- 
quired by the Proprictors, and were of right their own posses- 
sions. Richard Peters, secretary of the Province, and Conrad 
Weiser, Indian interpreter, and an old friend of the red men, 
were sent to remove these intruders, — squatters, in more 
modern parlance. They executed their delicate duty in a 
spirit of firmness, but with exemplary prudence. The set- 
tlers generally consented to give up their lands without oppo- 
sition, entering into recognizances for their appearance, and 
even helping with their own hands to reduce their cabins to 
ashes. ‘To the needy the Secretary gave money, and freely 
offered them homes on his own lands, a tract of two million 
of acres which had been formally acquired of the natives. 

But the troubles resulting from these encroachments were 
of small moment compared with those which were now threat- 
ening the entire line of English settlements from Nova Scotia 
to the Gulf. The treaty of peace which had been concluded 
between the London and the Paris governments was scarcely 
felt across the ocean. To the complaints made by the British 
ambassador at Versailles, that the French in America were 
encroaching upon the English Colonies, fair promises of 
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amendment were made, and orders were issued in the most 
formal manner to the French authorities in Canada to desist; 
but at the same time secret intimations were conveyed to 
them that it was not expected that these orders would be 
obeyed, that their aggressive policy was at heart well pleas- 
ing, and that transgressions of these orders would be winked 
at. Accordingly, the Canadians fearlessly continued their 
advance upon English territory, planning the establishment 
and fortifying of military posts at Presque Isle, Le Beuf, 
Venango, and Du Quesne, and had buried pieces of copper 
along the line of the Ohio River with inscriptions laying 
claim to the soil. This state of affairs had been discovered 
through the sagacity and penetration of one to whom the 
country afterwards owed, in a large measure, its existence as 
a nation. A company of settlers had, previous to this time, 
under the authority of the Virginia Assembly, known as the 
Ohio Company, pushed out beyond the Alleghanies, and 
coming in contact with the French, had given the first intel- 
ligence of their presence south of the Great Lalses, and of 
their armed occupation of the territory. To ascertain ofh- 
cially the fact of their presence and their future intentions, 
Governor Dinwiddie, of Virginia, determined to send an 
agent to confer with the French commander, who had his 
headquarters at Fort Le Beeuf. He selected for this difficult 
and dangerous duty Major George Washington, an officer of 
militia, a youth of less than twenty-two years, who had man- 
ifested spirit and ability. Leaving civilization on the 14th 
of November, 1753, with an escort of Indians and a faithful 
friend, and plunging into the forests, he followed Indian 
paths, crossing mountains and swollen streams, ascending the 
Alleghany to its confluence with the French Creek, and 
thence up that stream until he reached Fort Le Beeuf, the 
site of the present town of Waterford, Erie County, where 


the met Legardeau de St. Pierre, the French commandant; 


and having accomplished the object of his mission, returned 
by nearly the same route, having been absent nearly two 
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months, and escaped harm from the lurking savage and tle 

hardships of the journey at an inclement season. To the 
“remonstrances of Washington, St. Pierre answered, that he 
occupied, and would hold, his position by order of the Mar- 
quis Du Quesne, governor of Canada, to whom all discussion 
of the rights of the two peoples was referred. From a cap- 
tain and interpreter, De La Joncaire, in the French service, 
Washington ascertained that the French claimed the country 
upon the Ohio and its tributaries by reason of its discovery 
by La Salle, sixty years before, and that their present activity 
in getting a foothold was to cireumvent the Ohio Company, 
which was pushing settlements upon these lands. 

Seeing that the Ohio Company was making what he 
deemed encroachments upon the territory under his juris- 
diction, the Marquis Du Quesne had already remonstrated 
with Clinton and Ilamilton, governors of New York and 
Pennsylvania, against the wrong. Ils expostulation being 
disregarded, the French seized some English traders, and 
sent them prisoners to france. The chiefs of the Six Nations 
_were informed of these proceedings, and ordered the French 
away from their lands; but the French cared little for the 
orders of the Indians, the gaudy presents with which they 
were always kept well supplied being relied on to effectually 
mollify the ill-will of the crafty savages; and when these 
failed, threats and intimidation produced the desired effect. 
arly in his administration, Governor Hamilton had urged 
upon the Assembly the necessity of organizing for defence, 
and establishing block-houses along the frontier; and the 
Proprietors had signified their willingness to contribute liber- 
ally for this purpose. But the Assembly persistently objected 
to assuming the responsibility for even defensive warfare, 
preferring to vote money freely to secure the friendship of 
the Indians by liberal gifts, and to the Crown of England 
from whom protection was claimed. To such an extent had 
this system of granting gratuities to the Indians been carried, 
that the aggregate for a single year amounted to eight thou- 
sand pounds; and yet the natives were not appeased. These 
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bums began to be felt as burdensome, and the Assembly 
demanded that the Proprietors should bear a share. The 
latter manifested a willingness to contribute a due proportion 
of the expenditures for defenee,— the sons of Penn having 
long since renounced the Quaker faith, — but not for pur- 
chasing security, sending cannon to the value of four hun- 
dred pounds for the protection of the Delaware and the city 
of Philadelphia, and in various other ways assuming the 
payments of large sums. The answer to this manifesto of 
the Proprietors was drawn by Benjamin Franklin, who, since 
1736, had been clerk of the Assembly, and was in 1750 
elected a member. It was adroitly done, the weapons of 
argument being wielded with a master-hand, the rejoinder 
upon some indefensible points cutting like a Damascus blade. 
The Proprietors had, by implication, said that, as their consent 
was necessary to the validity of all laws for the Colony, it 
would be advisable for the Assembly to carefully regard the 
Proprietary interests. To this the Assembly answered, that 
“their chief Governors had intimated, in plain terms, their 
disposition to make advantage of their place, and to require 
from the people a pecuniary consideration for facilitating the 
passage of the colonial laws, though their deputy was, and 
ought to be, impowered to sanction all necessary bills. If 
such corruption existed, it must be discontinued; and they 
would rely upon the goodness of their sovereign for the final 
confirmation of their laws, and not go to market for them to 
a subject.” * To the assertion of the Proprictors, that the 
Assembly should be content with the answer of the Deputy- 
Governor to their complaints, the reply was made: “To for- 
bid an appeal from the Deputy-Governor to his principal was 
unheard of. No king of England had ever taken upon him- 
self such state, as to reject the personal application of his’ 
meanest subject, when aggrieved by his officers. Even Sul- 
tans, Sophys, and other Hastern absolute monarchs, would 
sometimes sit whole days to hear the complaints and petitions 
of their very slaves; and were the Proprietaries of Pennsyl- 


* Gordon, page 265. 
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vania become too great to be addressed by the representatives 
of the freemen of their Province? If they must not be 
reasoned with, because they had given instructions; nor their 
deputies, because they had received them; the deliberations 
of the Assembly were useless; they had only to learn and 
obey the will of the Proprictaries.” In conclusion, they said: 
“Tf the Province must be at more than two thousand pounds 
expense per annum for a deputy governor, having no dis- 
erection to pass laws, as was intimated in the Proprietaries’ 
answer, and must obtain the assent of the chief Governor at 
more than three thousand miles distance, often ignorant or 
misinformed of its affairs, with ears peremptorily closed by 
having given instructions to their deputies, it would be better 
that the Colony should be under the immediate care of the 
Crown; and a sincere regard for the memory of the first 
Proprietary made them apprehend for his children, that, if 
they followed the advice of Rehoboam’s counsellors, they 
would, like him, absolutely lose at least the affections of the 
people; a loss which, however they might affect to despise, 
they would find of more consequence than they now seemed 
to apprehend.” 

On the 25th of June, 1751, the Parliament of Great Brit- 
ain had passed a bill prohibiting the North American 
Colonies from issuing paper currency. Influenced by a 
statement of the needs of the Colony, and the great advan- 
tages to commerce, population, and internal improvements 
derived from that already issued, Pennsylvania was ex- 
empted from the provisions of this bill. Accordingly, at the 
next session, an Act was passed for a new issue. By the 
instructions of the Proprietors, the Deputy Governor was for- 
bidden to approve any money bill which did not place the 
whole of the interest at the disposal of themselves or depu- 
‘ties. Well knowing that such conditions would be exceed- 
ingly odious, the Governor had kept them a secret, and, 
upon one pretext or another, refused his assent to the bill 
in every form presented, without disclosing the real reason 
of the veto. This refusal gave rise to a series of sharp and 
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impassioned messages and remonstrances which greatly im- 
paired the harmony and usefulness of the Governor; indeed, 
it was the beginning of the end of his administration. 

In February, 1753, John Penn, son of Richard Penn, ar- 
rived in the Colony, having been sent by the Proprietors to 
reside a few years among the people, and gain a knowledge 
of their character and wants, with the expectation of eventu- 
ally making him Deputy Governor. By unanimous vote of 
the Council he was made a member of that body, and its 
presiding officer, the place of the eldest councillor. 

As early in the spring of 1754 as troops could profitably 
move, the French, under command of Contreceur, from 
Forts Le Bouf and Venango, moved down the Alleghany 
River, and routing a small party of the Ohio Company who 
were engaged in erecting a fort at the confluence of the Alle- 
ghany and Monongahela rivers, took up the line of work 
upon the Fort where the English had left it, and, out of re- 
spect to the Governor-General of Canada, named it Du 
Quesne. The journal of Washington, and the report of his 
embassage, were promptly published throughout the Colonies 
and in England, and produced the conviction that the French 
were determined to make conquest of all the lands upon the 
tributaries of the Ohio. Accordingly, measures were taken 
to raise troops in the several Colonies to defend the imperilled 
rights of the Crown, and rescue territory which had been 
forcibly entered. Governor Dinwiddie, of Virginia, was 
most forward in this work, inasmuch as the Ohio Company, 
acting under his charter, was mecting resistance. Washing- 
ton took the lead in recruiting. Governor Hamilton urged 
upon the Assembly the necessity of voting money; but al- 
though the Assembly readily complied by providing for the 
issue of paper currency, the impracticable provisions imposed 
by the Proprietors prevented any money from being realized. 
Karly on the morning of the 28th of May, Washington, who 
had recruited a small force of militia, and was pushing for- 
ward to the aid of the Ohio Company, surprised and routed 
a party of the French under Jumonville, near the Great 
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Meadows, capturing the entire party save one, and killing the 
leader. Washington had but a feeble force, to which the 
French in the neighborhood were vastly superior. Anxiously 
but vainly waiting for reinforcements, he was finally obliged 
to retire, without coming to a decisive engagement, to Fort 
Necessity, at the Great Meadows, which he labored to fortify. 
But on the 4th of July he was obliged, after nine hours of 
conflict with a greatly superior force, to yield to the French, 
who permitted him to march ont with the honors of war. 

Governor JIJamilton convened the Assembly on the 6th 
of August in special session in consequence of Washington’s 
defeat; and money was freely voted as before, but with the 
same abortive result. 

Though the French in America were greatly inferior in 
numbers to the English, yet they had the immediate advan- 
tage of being directed by one governing power, which ena- 
bled them to concentrate all their resources at any point de- 
sired. This advantage had been foreseen by the English 
Government, and already, with a view to a central power, 
lad the Ministry recommended a uniform system of taxation, 
— which finally became the bone of contention between the 
mother country and her Colonies, —and had ordered a confer- 
ence of representatives of the Provinces with the chiefs of the 
Six Nations at Albany, to concert measures of defence. This 
council convened on the 19th of June, 1754, the first general 
Congress of the Colonies in America. Governor Ilamilton, 
unable himself to attend, commissioned John Penn and Rich- 
ard Peters of the Council, and Isaac Norris and Benjamin 
Franklin of the Assembly. The Indians were lukewarm. 
Indeed, they had shown themselves a treacherous people, in- 
clined to the stronger side. A plan of government for the 
Colonies, prepared by Franklin — who had previously medi- 
tated the subject and had brought his notes with him — was, 
on the 10th of July, adopted substantially as submitted. It 
provided for a president-general to be appointed by the Crown, 
and a council of forty-eight members to be chosen by the 
Colonial Assemblies. It was provided that the first mecting 
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should be held at Philadelphia, which place, it was believed, 
members from New Ilampshire even might reach in ten or 
fifteen days. ‘*'The fate of this constitution,” says the biog- 
rapher of Franklin, “was singular. It was disapproved of 
by the Ministry of Great Britain because it gave too much 
power to the representatives of the people; and it was re- 
jected by every Assembly as giving to the president-general, 
the representative of the Crown, an influence greater than 
appeared to them ue in a plan of government intended 
for freemen.” * 

Karly in 1753 Governor Ilamilton had given notice to the 
Proprietors that in twelve months from its reception he would 
resign his commission. He was led to this step by the dis- 
agreeable relations which the royal and Proprietary instruc- 
tions forced him to hold towards the Assembly. Induced to 
keep his instructions secret by the conviction that their divul- 
gence would tend to exasperate the people, he was obliged 
to assign various pretexts for refusing his assent to many 
necessary acts of legislation, which pretexts were recognized 
as frivolous and indefensible by the Assembly, well calculated 
to alienate that body, and to place the Governor before it 
in a false and damaging position. 


ROBERT HUNTER MORRIS, Deputy Governor, October, 
1754, to August, 1756.— In October, 1754, Governor Hamilton 
was relieved by Robert Hunter Morris. The old dispute be- 
tween Governor and Assembly over the money bill was early 
renewed, his first official act being the rejection of one for forty 
thousand pounds. Great Britain had at this time determined 
to press resistance to the French energetically, and Pennsyl- 
vania was called on to furnish three thousand recruits, sub- 
sistence, camp equipage, and transportation. Unable to secure 
an appropriation of money, by reason of the Proprietary in- 
structions, the Assembly showed its desire to promptly second 
the purposes of the Crown by resolving to borrow five thou- 


* Life of Franklin, p. 118. 
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sand pounds on its own credit for the support of the 
troops. 

Karly in March, General Braddock, with two regiments of | 
the line, arrived from Corls, Ireland, at Alexandria, Virginia, 
whence he marched to Frederick, Maryland. Iere the 
haughty General found that no means of transportation had 
been provided, nor could any be obtained. Franklin, who 
had been sent to Braddock by the Assembly of Pennsylvania, 
not in its own name, but to represent the Colonial cause as 
Postmaster-General —an ofhce which he then held — indicated 
to him that the line of march should have been through 
Pennsylvania, where the supplies needed were abundant. 
Whereupon Braddock commissioned him on liberal terms to 
procure one hundred and fifty wagons and fifteen hundred 
pack-horses. Returning immediately to Pennsylvania, he 
circulated notices through the counties of Cumberland, York, 
and Lancaster as he went, offering good prices and immunity 
from impressment, which he represented as imminent, and 
in a few days had all the wagons he desired and a good num- 
ber of horses. His wants in this particular being supplied, 
Braddock commenced his advance, with entire confidence of 
complete success. After brushing aside the slight resistance 
which he might meet at Fort Du Quesne, and leaving a gar- 
rison there, he would move rapidly upon Forts Niagara and 
Frontignac, having no suspicion of the possibility of a re- 
pulse. Possessed of the ideas of soldiering in a long-settled 
country, with broad, solid highways on which to move his 
trains, he little realized the obstacles he was to meet in fight- 
ing savages in the wilderness. Finding only Indian trails, 
he stopped to cut away the forests, build bridges, and con- 
struct roads, treating with contempt the advice of Washing- 
ton to push rapidly forward with pack-horses. By the time 
he had reached the Monongahela, the French, who had been 
regularly advised of his movements, had had ample time 
to gather in reinforeements, and fire the spirits of the In- 
dians for the conflict. On the morning of July 9th, 1755, 
when within seven miles of Fort Du Quesne, and while 
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marching confidently on, the front and left flank of the col- 
umn was suddenly assailed by an invisible foe. Momentary 
confusion ensued; but soon rallying, the troops moved in 
good order, the officers evincing admirable discipline and 
courage. But every tree concealed a foe, from which an un- 
erring fire was delivered with deadly eftect. Sir Peter Hal- 
kett, the second in command, was killed, Braddock mortally 
wounded, and every mounted officer save Washington killed 
or wounded. Washington had two horses killed under him, 
and four bullets through his coat, but still kept his horse ; 
and after seeing sixty-four out of eighty-five of the officers, 
and half the privates, killed or wounded, withdrew with the 
remnant of the forces, losing artillery and stores, even to the 
private cabinet of the commander, which contained his in- 
structions. rah 

The defeat of Braddock left the frontier unprotected, and 
struck the defenceless settlers with terror. The Assembly 
immediately voted fifty thousand pounds to the King’s use 
for affording protection; but Governor Morris returned it 
without his approval, because it provided for taxing the 
property of the Proprictors, as other estates, and from this 
decision no argument could move him. In their remonstrance 
against his decision the Assembly said: “ We entreat him to 
reflect with what reluctance a people born and bred in free- 
dom, and accustomed to equitable laws, must undergo the 
weight of this uncommon tax, and even expose their persons 
for the defence of his estate, who, by virtue of his power 
only, and without the color of right, should refuse to bear the 
least share of the burden, though to receive so great a bene- 
fit. With what spirit can they exert themselves in his cause, 
who will not pay the smallest part of their grievous expenses? 
How odious must it be to a sensible, manly people to find 
him, who ought to be their father and protector, taking ad- 
vantage of public calamity and distress, and their tenderness 
for their bleeding country, to force down their throats laws 


of imposition abhorrent to common justice and common 
reason |” 
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Expeditions undertaken against the French in Nova Scotia, 
and at Crown Point, were more successful, and in a measure 
atoned for the failure of that under Braddock. To defray 
the expenses of these northern operations, the Assembly 
voted fifteen thousand pounds in bills to be drawn on the 
trustees of the loan office. The Proprietors, having intelli- 
gence of the defeat of Braddock, also contributed five thou- 
sand pounds; and a money bill, with a provision for the organ- 
ization of a volunteer militia, was passed. 

The French at Du Quesne expected that operations against 
them would be renewed. But no sooner did they find that 
the campaign had been abandoned, and that a long line of 
settlements lay all unprotected before them, inviting attaclx 
and easy conquest, than they lit the torch of devastation, and 
the whoop of the savage and the death-shrick of the power- 
less inhabitant was heard by mountain and stream along all 
the frontier. The most appalling outrages were committed, 
and the settlers were driven in until the enemy, advancing 
through Cumberland County, had reached the Susquehanna, 
where the main body established themselves, about thirty 
miles above Harris’ Ferry, and whence wandering bands were 
sent out in all directions. Even the Shawanese and Delaware 
Indians, who from the first had been clamorous to take up 
arms on the side of the English, seeing the French victorious, 
and being encouraged by the latter to strike for the recovery 
of the lands which they had sold, following the inclination 
of their naturally blood-thirsty disposition, raised the hatchet 
against the English. In the beginning of the year 1755, it 
was estimated that there were three thousand men capable 
of bearing arms west of the Susquehanna. A twelvemonth 
later, and there were not a hundred. 

To check these devastations, a chain of forts and block- 
houses was erected along the line of the Kittatinny Hills, from 
the Delaware river to the Maryland line, at an expense to the 
Province of eighty-five thousand pounds. To encourage the 
formation of volunteer militia companies, Franklin pub- 
lished and circulated a dialogue, answering the objections to 
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a legalized militia, and, at the urgent solicitation of the Gov- 
ernor, was induced to take command on the northwestern 
frontier. Though in the dead of winter, he raised a respect- 
able force, and in the beginning of January, amid rain and 
frost, commenced the erection of forts, which he soon made 
sufficiently strong to withstand the attacks of an enemy 
wanting in artillery, and had them completely garrisoned. 
Recruits having been rapidly gathered in, and an adequate 
force formed, Franklin returned to Philadelphia to take his 
seat in the Assembly, and was succeeded by Colonel Clap- 
ham, an officer skilled in Indian warfare. The Governor 
now formally declared war against the hostile Indians, though 
a vigorous protest was made to it by the Quakers in the As- 
sembly, and finally, by the mild and persuasive methods in 
which they were skilled, they succeeded in inducing the Sha- 
wanese and Delawares, and other tribes, to bury the hatchet. 
The Assembly, which met in May, in answer to the demands 
for money from the Governor, prepared a bill, with the old 
provision for taxing the Proprietors, which was known would 
be rejected, and the two parties were sharpening their wits 
for another wrangle over it, when the Governor was relieved 
of his office. 

_ Governor Morris was the son of Lewis Morris, Chief Jus- 
tice of New York and New Jersey, and Governor of New 
Jersey. ‘The son was bred a Jawyer and was for twenty-six 
years a Councillor of New Jersey, and for twenty years Chief 
Justice of that Province. Jis administration in Pennsyl- 
_vanja was anything but pleasant or profitable to himself or 
the Colony. Ilampered by the instructions of the Proprie- 
tors, he was prevented from acting independently as his judg- 
ment or his feelings dictated, the record of his official acts 
being little more than a recital of profitless and oftentimes | 
acrimonious quarrels with the Assembly. Upon his retire-. 
ment he returned to New Jersey, where he died February 
20th, 1764. 


WILLIAM DENNY, Deputy Governor, August, 1756, ta 
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October, 1759.—On the 20th of August, 1756, William Denny 
arrived in the Colony, bearing a commission of Deputy Goy- 
ernor, and immediately assumed the duties of his office. He 
was received by the authorities of the city and the Province 
with demonstrations of rejoicing, being escorted into the 
city by the regiments of Franklin and Duche, and enter- 
tained at a princely dinner given at the State ILouse. Tis 
reception was in every way most cordial; but an exhibi- 
tion of his instructions from the Proprietors disclosed the 
fact that he was bound by honor and fortune to withhold his 
assent from every bill for the emission of money that did not 
place the proceeds at the joint disposition of the Assembly 
and the Governor; that he was forbidden to pass any bill in- 
creasing the paper currency above forty thousand pounds, or 
to confirm existing issues, unless Proprietary rents were paid 
in sterling money; and that though Proprietary lands, actually 
leased, could be taxed out of the rents, yet the tax could in 
no case become a lien upon the land. ‘To these instructions 
the Governor signified lis determination to adhere, which at 
once renewed all the old subjects of discord, and all friendly 
feeling was at an end. A money bill was passed, to which 
he promptly objected, pleading his instructions, and the war 
of message and remonstrance began anew. In one of lus 
messages, during his first year of office, occurs this passage : 
“Though moderation is most agreeable to me, there might 
have been a Governor who would have told you the whole 
tenor of your message was indecent, frivolous, and evasive.” 
And in his message of September, 1757, occur these pas-— 
sages: ‘If detraction and personal abuse of your Governor,” 
— “but Lhave been so accustomed to this kind of treatment,” 
—‘T have the less reason to regret such usage, since it is 
obvious, from your conduct to those before me, you are not 
so much displeased with the person governing, as impatient 
of being governed at all.” 

Under the Act of Assembly providing for organizing 
volunteer militia, twenty-five companies had been raised, 
which were stationed at military posts along the line of the 
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frontier. Near the close of August, Colonel Armstrong led 
a force of about three hundred of these troops against the 
Indian town of Kittanning, upon the Alleghany River, some 
twenty-five miles above Fort Du Quesne. On approaching 
the place, the main body made a detour to the left, and came 
upon the river some three hundred yards below the town at 
three o’clock on the morning of the 7th of September. <At 
dawn the attack was made. Shielded from view by the tall 
corn which grew upon the river flats, the approach was 
unobserved, and the surprise and triumph was complete. 
Jacobs, the chief, sounded the war-whoop, and defended 
himself bravely through loop-holes in the logs of his cabin. 
The warriors generally refused quarter, declaring that they 
were men, and never would be prisoners. Finding that they 
would listen to no terms, Armstrong ordered their cabins to 
be fired. “ Again,” says Gordon, ‘the Indians were required 
to surrender, and again refused; one of them declaring that 
he did not care for death, as he could kill four or five before 
he died; and as the heat approached, some of them began to 
sing. Others burst from their houses and attempted to reach 
the river, but were instantly shot down. Captain Jacobs, in 
getting out of a window, was shot, as also a squaw, and a lad 
called the king’s son.” Considerable quantities of gun- 
powder, and small arms, with valuable goods which had been 
presented by the French a few days before, were destroyed. 
The severity of this blow had a marked effect upon the sur- 
rounding tribes, who had not before felt the power of the 
English arms. The gallantry of Armstrong in this affair was 
publicly acknowledged, and he was presented with a medal 
and plate by the city of Philadelphia. 

On account of the repeated failure of the money bills, the 
Colonial Treasury had become greatly embarrassed. The 
need of money was imperative. The Assembly accord- 
ingly passed a bill, levying one hundred thousand pounds 
upon all estates, real and personal, including alike that 
of Proprietor and people. Governor Denny promptly re- 


jected it; and the Assembly, unable to hold out longer, 
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was forced to exempt the Proprietary estates; but at the 
same time determined to send two commissioners to Eng- 
land to present their grievances before the throne, and seek 
relief. Isaac Norris and Benjamin Franklin were selected 
for this mission. The state of health and business relations 
of the former prevented his acceptance, and the latter pro- 
ceeded alone. 

During the winter of 1756, the hostile Indians were busy 
in their work of devastation and death, and during the spring 
and summer months of 1757, the settlers in the counties of 
Cumberland, Berks, Northampton, and Lancaster were kept 
in a continual state of alarm; the savages lurking in every 
covert, and shooting laborers as they sowed and gathered, 
and murdering and scalping helpless women and children ; 
some of their hostile partics pushing down within thirty 
miles of the city of Philadelphia. The military operations 
against the French and Indians during the year 1757 were 
sluggish, being conducted under the chief command of the 
Karl of Loudoun, and resulted in nothing but defeat and dis- 
grace. In 1758, Loudoun was recalled; and General Aber- 
erombie, with Amherst, Wolfe, and Forbes as his lieutenants, 
was entrusted with the chief command, William Pitt was 
now at the head of the British Ministry, and was resolved 
upon wiclding power in America with that mastery which he 
had displayed in the affairs of the Continent. 

It was determined to direct operations upon three points: 
Louisburg, the forts upon the lakes, and Fort Du Quesne. In 
the meantime a conference was held at Easton, in August, 
1757, with the Indians, at which the Governors of New 
Jersey, New York, Maryland, and Virginia, and Sir William 
Johnson, the victor over the Baron Diesker in the battle 
upon Lake George, in August, 1755, were invited to partici- 
pate. Delegates from the “Friendly Association” of Quakers 
were also present, and assisted materially in inclining the 
savages to peaceful counsels. Charles Thomson, Master of the 
Quaker Free School, of Philadelphia, subsequently Secretary 
of the American Congress, acted as si3cretary to the Indians. 
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The result of the council was a compact of peace with the 
English by the tribes represented. General Abercrombie, in 
person, led the main body of his forces against the forts upon 
the lakes. In an attack upon Ticonderoga, —a fort erected 
by the French in 1756, upon a narrow neck of land between 
Lakes George and Champlain,— he was repulsed with griev- 
ous loss. But at Frontignac he was successful, where large 
captures of guns and military stores were made, and the 
French force, routed, was followed and destroyed. General 
Forbes was intrusted with the operations against Fort Du 
Quesne. With a detachment of Abercrombie’s army, and 
the militia of Pennsylvania and Virginia, under command 
of Colonels Bouquet and Washington, he marched from Car- 
lisle in July, 1758, and, after severe fighting in front of the 
fort, compelled its evacuation, the French escaping to their 
settlements upon the Mississippi. The fort was seized and 
garrisoned by four hundred Pennsylvanians, and the rest of 
the army returned, and was quartered upon the inhabitants 
of Lancaster, Reading, and Philadelphia; but was finally put 
in barracks at Lancaster. 

It was determined to put a finishing stroke to the French 
power in America in the campaign of 1759. The general 
plan involved active operations along all the line of the Col- 
onies. General Stanwix, who was intrusted with the com- 
mand of the Southern Department, kept close guard of the 
frontier in Maryland and Pennsylvania. About the middle 
of July, General Prideaux, with a force strengthened by 
friendly Indians, invested Fort Niagara, near the Falls. 
While reconnoitring the trenches, he was killed by the burst- 
ing of a cochorn, and was succeeded by Sir William Johnson. 
A large French force, drawn from Detroit, Venango, and 
Presque Isle, which approached for the relief of the fort, was 
met, and, after a severe battle, was routed, and its comman- 
der and all his officers were taken prisoners; whereupon the 
garrison of the fort surrendered. General Amherst, with 
twelve thousand troops, fell upon Forts Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point; but encountered little resistance, the French, 
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upon his approach, withdrawing towards Quebec. Tinally, 
to crown this series of triumphs, General Wolfe, with an 
army of eight thousand men, moyed for the reduction of 
Quebee. The place was defended by a French army of six 
thousand men, under General Montcalm, in a position strong 
by nature, and rendered seemingly impregnable by art. All 
attempts to draw his adversary from this stronghold having 
proved fruitless, Wolfe moved his forces up the river, as if to 
land above; but, during the night of the 12th of September, 
dropped quietly down, under cover of darkness, and Janding 
upon a rugged shore deemed impracticable for the debarka- 
tion of an assailing force, and hence little guarded, ascended 
the steep bluff, and at daylight stood in hostile array upon 
the plains of Abraham. Montcalm immediately determined 
to give battle, and after a desperate engagement fought with 
great bravery and determination, in which the commanders 
of both armies were Ixilled, the English gained a signal and 
complete triumph. The news of this succession of brilliant 
victories was received in Great Britain with demonstrations 
of delight. A day of thanksgiving to God throughout the 
royal dominions was proclaimed, and Parliament voted a 
monument in Westminster Abbey to the fallen hero by 
whose gallantry the last great victory was won. 

Franklin, who had nrtived in London in July, 1757, laid 
his instructions before the Ministry, and was at once involved 
in a controversy with the Proprietors. Towards the close of 
the year 1757, Robert Charles and Richard Partridge were 
sent to Franklin as associates. A few days after his arrival, 
Franklin had presented a remonstrance to the bi piittors 
against the instructions they had given to their Deputy Goyv- 
ernor. In February, 1759, the Proprietors sent a message 
to the Assembly in answer to this remonstrance, defending 
their course. In the meantime Franklin, finding that the 
cause of the Assembly was being grossly misrepresented, and 
that ignorance prevailed relative to the real condition of the 
Colony, had recourse to the press, and, by articles in the 
newspapers, and by a pamphlet entitled “ Iistorical Review of 
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the Constitution and Government of Pennsylvania,” sought 
to enlighten public sentiment. The Proprietors had pro- 
posed to allow their estates to be taxed, provided their value 
should be assessed by commissioners of their own appoint- 
ment. This the Assembly resisted, and passed the money 
bill of the session of 1759, with no discrimination in assess- 
ments. This was resisted by the Proprictors before the Privy 
Council, but it finally received the royal sanction on the en- 
gagement of Franklin that the Deputy Governor should be 
admitted to a participation in the disposal of the revenues, 
that the bills issued should be a tender in payment of quit- 
rents, and that the located uncultivated lands of the Propric- 
tors should be assessed as low as the lowest uncultivated 
lands of the settlers. This final decision of a vexed question, 
substantially in the interest of the Assembly, was a signal 
triumph for the Commission, and Franklin was appointed 
agent for the colonies of Massachusetts, Maryland, and 
Georgia, in addition to Pennsylvania. 

Governor Denny had received no pay since his first arrival 
in the Colony, when he was presented with five hundred 
pounds, all appropriations since having fallen by want of his 
signature. Ifis needs finally became such that he determined 
to disregard his instructions, and on signing the bill taxing 
the Proprietary estates, he was voted a thousand pounds, a 
like sum on approving the bill re-emitting paper currency 
without a clause protecting the Proprietary interests, and an- 
other like sum on approving that for recording of warrants 
and surveys. ‘This course gave offence to the Proprietors, 
and he was accordingly recalled. The Governor had a diffi- 
cult part assigned him to act —a part that his judgment evi- 
dently did not approve. He was active and judicious in con- 
certing measures for the defence of the Colony according to 
the means afforded him, and maintained the dignity and 
decorum of the gubernatorial office. 


JAMES HAMILTON, Deputy Governor, October, 1759, to 
November, 1763. — Upon the recall of Governor Denny, James 
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Hamilton was again invested with the office of Governor. 
Believing that the Colonies had borne more than their pro- 
portionate share of the burden in furnishing troops and money 
in the late war, the Prime Minister of Great Britain recom- 
mended, as he had promised to do, an appropriation to sat- 
isfy this excess of expense. Two hundred thousand pounds 
per annum for five years was voted to the Colonies, the share 
of Pennsylvania being twenty-six thousand pounds. 

During the fall and winter of 1759-60 the Cherokee In- 
dians, who were very strong in the South, commenced 
hostilities. The militia, under Governor Littleton, of South 
Carolina, was led against them with some success; but not 
being in sufficient force to intimidate, it only served to em- 
bitter the savages and stir them to more desperate deeds of 
butchery. A detachment of the British army, led by Colonel 
Montgomery, was sent to subdue them, but suffered disastrous 
repulse. In May of the following year, Colonel Grant was 
dispatched against them with a strong force, who defeated 
them in battle, burnt their towns, and ravaged their territory, 
compelling them to sue for peace. 

During the winter of 1760 the French made extraordinary 
efforts to recover what they had lost in the previous cam- 
paign. But in this they were unsuccessful, and General Am- 
herst, who had succeeded to the command of the British 
army, gathering in the forces from Quebec and from lakes 
Champlain and Ontario, appeared before Montreal, where 
the French army was concentrated, and demanded its surren- 
der. Seeing that resistance would be unavailing, the Irench 
yielded to the demand, and Montreal, Detroit, and all other 
strongholds in Canada submitted to English rule. 

On the 25th of October, 1760, George II. died, and was 
succeeded by his grandson, George III. Early in the year 
1762, war was declared between England and Spain, the lat- 
ter being shortly after joined by France. The city of Phila- 
delphia was wholly without defence, and lay exposed to the 
visits of the enemy’s privateers. Governor Ilamilton con- 
vened the Assembly, which voted the sum receivable from 
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Great Britain, for preparations to meet the threatened danger, 
and five thousand pounds additional, for erecting a fort and 
mounting it with cannon on Mud Island, at the mouth of the 
Schuylkill, But the war was of short continuance, peace 
being concluded in November, 1762, by which Nova Scotia, 
Canada, Louisiana to the Mississippi, and Florida, were given 
up to Great Britain. 

The native tribes beheld this sudden expansion of powe1 
and influence with concern. The English were everywhere 
encroaching upon their pleasant seats lend hunting-grounds, 
and fishing them farther and farther towards the setting 
sun. To stem the tide, and, if possible, recover their coun- 
try, the Shawanese and the tribes upon the Ohio formed a. 
secret league, under Pontiac, a famous chief of the Ottowas, 
and planned to strike a sudden and concerted blow along 
the whole frontier. It fell in the spring of 1763. Unsus- 
picious of any danger, the settlers were busy in their fields. 
‘Stealing upon them unawares, the savages shot down and 
murdered them without mercy. The whole line of the 
frontier was ablaze with the torch and musket of the savage. 
Forts Le Beuf, Venango, Presque Isle, La Ray, St. Joseph’s, 
Miamis, Ouachtanon, Sandusky, and Michilimackinack, were 
simultaneously assailed, and fell into the hands of the 
Indians, the garrisons being mercilessly slaughtered. Fort 
Pitt, Miashie and Detroit were able to hold out, but having 
only weal: garrisons, could afford no protection to ihe 
wide territory around them. The slaughter along all the 
border was indiscriminate, and the weak settlements one 
after another were broken up, until Shippensburg, Cumber- 
land County, became the outpost of civilization. ‘The sav- 
ages,” says Gordon, “ set fire to houses, barns, corn, hay, and 
everything that was combustible. The wretched inhabitants, 
whom they surprised at‘night, at their meals, or in the labors 
of the fields, were massacred with the utmost cruelty and 
barbarity, and those who fled were scarce more happy. Over- 
whelmed by sorrow, without shelter or means of transporta- 
tion, their tardy flight was impeded by fainting women and 
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weeping children. . . . In the towns, every stable and hovel 
was crowded with miscrable refugees, who, having lost their 
houses, their cattle, and their harvest, were reduced from 
independence and happiness to beggary and despair. The 
streets were filled with people; the men, distracted by grief 
for their losses, and the desire of revenge, were poignantly 
excited by the disconsolate females and bereaved children 
who wailed around them. In the woods for some miles 
on both sides of the Susquehanna, many families, with 
their cattle, sought shelter, being unable to find it in the 
towns.” 

Colonel Armstrong, collecting a force in Cumberland 
County of three hundred volunteers, advanced upon Muncy 
and Great Island, destroying their towns and stores; but 
the savages withdrew before him. Fort Pitt, which had for 
some time been surrounded and cut off from communication 
with the Government, was repeatedly attacked by musketry, 
and flaming arrows. But still the garrison held out. At 
length, General Armstrong sent Colonel Bouquet for its re- 
lief. Fort Ligonier, beyond the Alleghanies, was reached 
in safety, and a party of thirty trusty men was dispatched in 
advance, who pushed past the savage warriors at night and 
entered Fort Pitt with intelligence that succor was approach- 
ing, to the great joy of the garrison. But the main body 
was attacked near Bushy Run, on the 5th of August, 1768, 
and before the commander was aware of the presence of a 
foe, he found himself surrounded and hard-pressed on all 
sides. Gallantly did the little body of less than four hundred 
men face the enemy; but with equal resolution did the savage 
warriors press upon them. Utter destruction seemed inevi- 
table. Finally, Bouquet laid an ambusecade. Ie ordered a 
part of his force to steal away, as in retreat, while the main 
body was disposed so as to fall upon the Indians should they 
attempt to follow. The savages eagerly fell into the snare, 
and were routed with great slaughter, when Bouquet moved 
furward to Fort Pitt unmolested. 












































































forod bifa ofdate cre wi b O4 
stadt et grivee woogiton olds 
od? aiectpi ald wim of aaoniqgad Daa 99 obaoqebst 
oi, a Soiamnath aoa ollt polqoog ative belli ouow 4 eo 
yineagiog O14 oguavet ‘to onteob ont Dan goeeol iol? 10% 
wotbtide boveoted baw goles sinioencvril oil we on 
volta: vetoa set boow oid ake todd Dawoaa boliaw osw | 
iw .ecilienth vinnie nan fotipen A oilt, to. eobia,. lied, a ins 
odt ai 2 hat or ofdaunt eetiod: peiiog anon oltien, nis. Wee he 
| Hi  “enwot), R 

bernkt oir at ooh aitaolio> sasorinaid Aoivctalhauis: i) aa 
ould mGgit hooey lit giootmntor hothuassd onli to anon, ae 
sud seorote fen exewod slot was youd ybasleT door bag, 
ay Bad Mohit PED IOD anti er@tod wosbiltiw gogerae ‘old: i 
sotinotaamaos mot Hoe 308. ben bobavorie good omit ommga, 
pcniodevar qi bedaatie xlbotnenan ew dionunovoR odd tiv, 
+k duo blod wocitg off Dbatokl swore: genic bie 
ot whi 10k toupootl lonoloO tiea yivondainnl, frronoD altgaal 
horoaot enw poinadgolh A. aly baovod proinoyhl eh, dak OS 
it Lodviegelb esw mont qian? ant) to yu @ bana’ cose . i 
bas idgia dn eobvinw Jogeved ods senq hodesq odvr oomavbe 
Monorggs aiw 690m yeild Goon illod atk sbiw wiT s0T boretag 
ybod aiuan ot doth contra okt to yo; daorg orld, ot, ‘gui Ran sh 
Sati sewguh. to ie ot oe coven yileatl we8K, hodoatin Cee, 
eto sourouorct oft to om enw tobanenenoo odd ovted bag Bers 
fie ao fiokeorq-biad ‘bine hobasorrsa ‘Yourtid bagel, ol oot Regen 
horbasd uot gaits coat to vhod oliil okt bib, ybantiaD wobia 
osetia ond Dib riottslose faxnpo dia dud <yenvonta oslt ost aoumt— 
vont fecteoe | noitomtteab: cor rE OE BLOW, aohinw i 
ip bovobso off obnoend ita me isl torpookl eoflnait elder 
ainar ot olfitw Gnoviot ot ea fen Inote of hier 
yout htwosde aanitbal nd HO" Mbit os als oa be 
a oy hed Ist qhogne eoguvna of: 
















































































































































09 in) id eRe: 
ihe? TAS TAT Aki Od orale eS, Yh 
te ; 4 pete ing 
RV aaa 





JOHN PENN. — 169 


JOHN PENN, Deputy Governor, November, 1763-1771. — In 
November, 1763, Governor Hamilton was superseded by 
John Penn, son of Richard Penn, who had come to the Col- 
ony in 17538, and had acted as President of the Council. 
During the full and early winter following the Pontiac war, 
the condition of the Province along the frontier was deplora- 
ble. Notwithstanding the utmost vigilance of the inhabitants 
who had enrolled themselves as Rangers, many a hearthstone 
was laid waste. The Moravian and other friendly Indians 
were strongly suspected of treachery. Not that they them- 
selves were guilty of the outrages, but receiving guns and 
ammunition, they traded them to the hostile roving bands. 
On strong representations made to the Government, after 
investigation by the Assembly, the Indians at the towns of 
Nain and Wechquetank were removed to Philadelphia. 

Contiguous to the Scotch-Irish settlements of Donegal and 
Paxton, in what was then Lancaster County, was the Indian 
village of Conestoga, consisting of a score of men and women. 
They were a miserable set of savages; but Governor Penn, 
notwithstanding the earnest request of Colonel (Rev.) John 
Elder and John Ilarris, failed to remove them. Indian 
marauders and assassins were traced by Colonel Elder’s inde- 
fatigable Paxton Boys, or Rangers, to Conestoga, and as 
no assistance or protection could be had from the govern- 
ment, they took measures to destroy every one. A number 
escaped, and were placed by the magistrates in the work-house 
at Lancaster for protection; but their retreat was broken into 
by the infuriated populace, and they met the fate of their 
brethren. In the destruction of the Conestogas several well- 
known, blood-thirsty savages lurking there were killed. 

This act of the frontiersmen, which aided eventually in 
giving peace to the borders, caused intense excitement in the 
interior counties, and Governor Penn issued several procla- 
mations, offering rewards for the chief actors in that affair. 

Meetings were held on the frontiers to protest against the 
measures of the Government, and delegates were appointed 
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to proceed to Philadelphia and lay before the Guvernor 1nd 
the Council a statement of the condition of the inhabitants. 
The news of the coming of these representatives, augmented 
by numbers from Berks and the adjoining counties, created 
an alarm, and their object being misunderstood, the militia 
was called out. 

The Moravian Indians were removed to Province Island, 
and placed under heavy guard; but feeling insecure, they 
asked to be sent to England. Governor Penn sent them 
for this purpose to New York; but the Governor of that 
Colony refused to allow them to enter his dominions, and 
Governor Franklin of New Jersey would not grant them 
permission to remain in his. They were obliged thus to 
return to Philadelphia, where they were placed in barracks 
for protection. The Paxton Boys, being then at (German- 
town, a committee, of which Franklin was a member, was 
sent by Governor Penn to confer with them. The majority of 
them, after some persuasion, returned to their homes, leaving 
Matthew Smith and James Gibson to plead their cause, who 
said in justification of their conduct, “ That whilst more than 
a thousand families, reduced to extreme distress, during the 
last and present war, by the attacks of skulking parties of 
Indians upon the frontier, were destitute, and were suffered 
by the public to depend on private charity, a hundred and 
twenty of the perpetrators of the most horrid barbarities, 
were supported by the Province, and protected from the fury 
of the brave relatives of the murdered.” * Prosecutions 
were commenced against some of the parties to the outbreak, 
but so many were implicated, and so excellent the character 
of many of them, that no convictions were ever secured. 
There were two policies advocated in the Colony towards the 
Indians at this time, which were in direct antagonism. 
“Whilst one party was laboring to destroy by fire and sword 
a perfidious and ferocious enemy, the other was striving to 
conciliate an offended friend.” To attempt to pursue both 
of these policies at once could but result disastrously. 


* Gordon, p. 408. 
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The British Ministry determined to prosecute the campaign 
of 1764 against the Indians with vigor along all the frontier. 
Pennsylvania was called on for one thousand troops. The 
Assembly voted fifty thousand pounds; but a difference of 
Opinion arising respecting the interpretation of the agree- 
ment formed by the Proprietors with Franklin relative to as- 
sessments, the Governor withheld his assent to the bill, and 
the Assembly was finally foreed, by the exigencies of the case, 
to modify it so as to meet his views; but adopted a series of 
resolutions condemnatory of the course of the Proprietors, 
and concluding, that, for the reasons set forth, ‘It was the 
opinion of the House, that the powers of government ought, 
in all good policy, to be separated from the power attending 
that immense property, and lodged where only they could be 
properly and safely lodged, in the hands of the king.” After 
passing these resolutions, the House determined to adjourn 
to consult the people whether an address should be drawn 
praying his Majesty to take the Provinee under his imme- 
diate protection and government. After an interval of fifty 
days the Assembly again convened, and petitioned the king 
to assume the direct government of the Province, though 
upon the adoption of this policy, strong opposition was made 
by the venerable Isaac Norris, John Dickinson, and a few 
others. The Quakers, as a denomination, favored the 
change, and sent up a petition from their body urging it. 
In the elections which followed the sittings of this Assembly, 
a reaction seems to have taken place, and some of the old 
members, who had advocated the change, were defeated, 
among them Franklin; still there was a majority which 
favored it. 

On the 7th of July, 1765, Governor Penn again declared 
war against the Shawanese and Delaware Indians, who had 
_ been practising hostilities with great barbarity, and early in 
August, Colonel Bouquet, with the Pennsylvania troops, 
started from Carlisle for Fort Pitt. By the 3d of October he 
had reached the forks of the Muskingum, a tributary of the 
Ohio, the very heart of the Indian territory, where were 
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their finest villages und most fruitful fields, the fairest of their 
possessions. So fearless and rapid were the movements of 
Bouquet, that the savages were everywhere stricken with ter- 
ror, and they soon came as suppliants, suing for peace and 
begging that their homes might be spared. Terms of pacifi- 
eation were concluded, by which they agreed to abstain from 
hostilities until a formal treaty could be concluded with Sir 
William Johnson, agent of Indian Affhirs in America, and to 
deliver up all the white captives who had been carried away 
during the several years of hostility. ‘Two hundred and 
six prisoners, men, women, and children,” says Gordon, 
“were restored, many of whom were joyfully received in the 
eamp by their relations, who had joined the army with the 
design of redeeming them from slavery or avenging their 
deaths. Some of the captives had dwelt long enough with 
the Indians to acquire a taste for their wild and simple life, 
and to inspire their masters with ardent affection. Force 
was necessary in several instances to bring the prisoners to 
the camp, where their captors, with cheeks bedewed with tears, 
delivered them to their countrymen, loading them with corn, 
skins, and other property, bestowed upon them whilst in the 
Indian families. On the return of the army, some of the 
Indians obtained leave to accompany their former captives to 
Fort Pitt, and employed themselves in hunting and carrying 
provisions for them on the road.” Pledges were also given 
for the delivery of all captives held by these tribes, many of 
whom had become widely scattered and could not be imme- 
diately reached. 

But there was another subject at that time under con- 
sideration in the British Parliament, which, in its bearing 
upon the Colonies, overshadowed every other. It was that 
of taxing them. As early as 1739, Sir William Keith had 
proposed to realize funds for the support of troops to defend 
the frontiers by a duty to be laid by Parliament, in all the 
Colonies, on stamped paper. The revenue likely at that 
time to accrue from such a duty was too insignificant to merit 
se~lous consideration; but the power and resources displayed 




































































cobra rn “acxbti bag, mono aaa 


goto =noitootts nok aie exotanss “aios it 


‘sioslt Yo dnorist ost <ebl 





























ot Mir nedoine ood 
hers como tol _ & 
-Riseg to eovte'l. .hore 
crontt mietads of om rag todd dol 
138 sitive hobaloace of, blage, 

of bon cotroni A. ai eiLA. mat 
‘ewe Siniein good Dad orlye, 

ban porheod owl cguliteos 


out ab havioses Ulubyot, og ‘earoukr to ‘Coe co 
od dbive ypovsn o!? Dostiol, Dad ok vw 2nou alos 4 fod" 
yioill yniguore “10 gear ala, stom, verge, ‘gaitroob: % is eae 
dite dysous gaol Howh: bail, egyitqao o, to, ie jae non 
shih lqcaia bao bow shod ‘sot 7 pos gibil 







ot enpmoatrg orld yaind od googimtenti {ssovoa fe ie : 

prtaod ibiw be webod aaleaado ditiw, e108 gro ark 

urvoo diive rvodt gnibaok HOM [HOYOD 

oild mi delidve coon) gogo boweleod io ie 

otlt: 20 untae Gas, odd to, reustor, offi a 
ot sovitgas soarigh’ sigalt. Neegangene aby 

gaicrins bain yainaad al eaytoqarest 

covig. cela orow cohol” DBO | 

Io eon coding ond yd iled 29" 

-ouniusk © auf as bone bap. etotince, 








“109 cali nile ade to toot vail 
Ear yt wit at —— a9) hint 


JOHN PENN. 173 


by the Colonies in the late war had excited the attention of the 
Ministry, and, near the close of the year 1763, Mr. Grenville, 
the British minister, communicated to the agents of the Col- 
onies his intention of drawing revenue from them by means 
of stamp-duty. The Colonies, on being informed of this, 
remonstrated against it.’ Laying this plan aside for the time, 
Grenville imposed a tax on imports, and required that it 
should be paid in gold and silver. This proved onerous and 
especially destructive to commerce. In October, 1765, the 
Assembly of Rhode Island submitted a proposition to the sev- 
eral Assemblies, for obtaining the views held in all the Colo- 
nies upon the subject of Parliamentary taxation, with a view 
to uniting in a common petition to the British Government. 
This was favorably received and acted on by the Assembly 
of Pennsylvania. But not content with petition, the Assem- 
bly determined to send an agent fimiliar with the subject to 
represent its interests at Court. Franklin was selected for 
this duty, though his appointment was vigorously opposed by 
the friends of the Proprietors, on account of his advocacy of 
a transfer of the government of the Colony to the Crown. 
On the 22d of March, 1765, the obnoxious Stamp Act — 
that infringement of prerogative which gave occasion to the 
American Revolution and the ultimate independence of the 
Colonies —was passed. It excited intense opposition, and, 
led by the persuasive eloquence of Patrick Henry, the Vir- 
ginia Assembly passed resolutions asserting the exclusive 
right of the Colony to levy taxes. The purposes expressed 
in these resolves were generally concurred in by all the other 
Colonies. In view of the threatening attitude of affairs, the 
Assembly of Massachusetts proposed a mecting of commit- 
tees from all the Colonial Assemblies in a general Congress 
at New York, on the second Tuesday of October, 1765. To 
represent Pennsylvania, Messrs. Fox, Dickinson, Bryan, and 
Morton were appointed, and resolutions for their guidance 
were passed, firmly but respectfully declaring that when his 
Majesty shall require aid from the Colony to be levied in a 
constitutional manner, it will be cheerfully given, and that 
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taxation by any other power than that of the representatives 
of the people in assembly met is unconstitutional. 

The Stamp Act was to go into operation on the Ist of No- 
vember. Agents for the sale of the stamps had been ap- 
pointed and stamps forwarded; but the people everywhere 
resolved not to use them. ‘The newspapers on the last day 
of October were dressed in mourning, and on the following 
day their issue was suspended, their publishers resolving not 
to use the stamped paper required. The people determined 
to dress in none but cloth of their own manufacture, and, to 
increase the yield of wool, resolved not to eat lamb during 
the year. According to appointment, the Congress of the 
Colonies met on the second Tuesday of October, 1765, at 
New York, and a petition to the King and a memorial to 
Parliament were drawn, setting forth the grievances of the 
Coionies by reason of recent Parliamentary enactments, which 
were signed by the members and forwarded for presentation 
to the agents in Europe. The refusal of the people to use 
any but American goods bore grievously upon British man- 
ufacturers, and they soon became clamorous for the repeal 
of the odious Act. Franklin, before a committee of Par- 
liament, testified to the impossibility of collecting such a 
tax, and it was finally, on the 18th of March, 1766, repealed. 
The tidings of the repeal were received in Philadelphia with 
demonstrations of joy, the Assembly dining with the Goy- 
ernor, and joining in a féfe,in honor of the event, on the 
banks of the Schuylkill. 

Though yielding for the time to the opposition of the Col- 
onies, the British Government by no means relinquished the 
idea of taxing America. Charles Townsend had boasted 
that he knew a way to draw a revenue from the Colonies 
without exciting opposition, and brought forward, in 1767, 
an act imposing a duty on tea, glass, paper, and painter’s 
colors, which was triumphantly carried. On the 20th of Feb- 
ruary, 1768, the Assembly of Pennsylvania instructed its 
agent in London to urge the repeal of this Act, and at the 
session in May a circular letter, received from the Massachu- 
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setts Assembly, setting forth the grounds of objection to the 
Act, was received and entered upon its minutes. This cir- 
cular gave great offence to the British ministry; and the sec- 
retary for foreign affairs, the Karl of Hillsborough, wrote to 
Governor Penn, to urge the Assembly to take no notice of 
it, but if that body was disposed to countenance and approve 
the sentiments it contained, to prorogue its sittings. This 
letter was laid before the Assembly and read, and immediately 
thereafter the speaker presented one from the Virginia As- 
sembly, recommending a union of the Colonies in opposition 
to the proposed measures of taxation. This recommendation 
was adopted, and a committee was appointed to prepare a 
petition to the King, and to both Houses of Parliament, ask- 
ing their repeal. In these documents complaint was particu- 
larly made against the provision which made the Colonial 
Judges and Governors dependent for their pay upon the 
Crown, instead of the Assemblies. The unanimity of feeling 
in the Assembly in opposition to these enactments was 
strengthened by a serics of papers known as the Furmer’s 
Letters, written by John Dickinson. They became very pop- 
ular, and were republished in all the Colonies. Apprehend- 
ing that it was the amount of tax, and not the principle, 
which was objected to, Parliament, in 1769, reduced it to 
one-sixth its original amount, and in 1770 abolished the tax 
altogether except three pence a pound on tea. But in this, 
Parliament entertained a mistaken view, for it was the prin- 
ciple that was obnoxious; and the Assembly of Pennsylvania 
instructed its agent in London to urge the entire repeal of 
the law, that it might not be a precedent for future op- 
pression. 

The authorities of Connecticut, as has already been stated, 
maintained that, by the terms of its charter, the western 
boundary of its territory was the Pacific Ocean. This seem- 
ingly preposterous claim was borne out by the language of 
the original grant, which embraced the territory between the 
fortieth and forty-sixth degree of latitude, and from ocean to 
ocean; and though the boundaries of Pennsylvania were now 
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well defined, the grant to the Plymouth Colony ante-dated it. 
Under a vague apprehension that the rights conferred by the 
original charter could be maintained, emigrants from Con- 
necticut settled in the Wyoming Valley, and under a pur- 
chase made of these lands from the Indians, at the counci! held 
at Albany in 1754, a party of Connecticut people of some 
standing and influence, one of them an ex-Governor, formed 
& company, known as the Susquehanna Company, to settle 
them. But these lands had already been purchased of the 
Indians by the Proprietors of Pennsylvania, and in their 
name remonstrances were made, against the claims of the 
Susquehanna Company, to the Governor of Connecticut. The 
answer to the earliest of these remonstrances seemed to dis- 
own any responsibility on the part of the government of Con- 
necticut in maintaining these claims; but it subsequently 
appeared that a determination had been formed to support 
them. In 1768, the Proprietors of Pennsylvania purchased 
of the Indians all that tract of country on which the Snsque- 
hanna Company had settled, and laid out the Wyoming ter- 
ritory into manors, upon which many families received per- 
mission to settle. The pioneers of the two States now began 
to come in conflict. Forts and block-houses were built, and 
a petty warfare maintained, which resulted in some loss of 
life. It was proposed by Butler, the leader of the Connecti- 
cut party, to settle the dispute by the personal combat of 
thirty picked men on each side; but this barbarous offer was 
declined. In the meantime, to bring the Territory more im- 
mediately under Pennsylvania jurisdiction, a new county was 
organized out of parts of the counties of Lancaster, Cumber- 
land, Berks, Northampton, and Bedford, covering the dis- 
puted ground, which was called Northumberland; but the 
sheriff, with the help of the militia, which he called to his 
aid, was unable to subdue the opposing party, which had a 
justice and civil officers of its own, and had also set up town 
and county organizations. To the protestations of Governor 
Penn, Governor Trumbull answered that the Susquehanna 
Company was acting in good faith under a Connecticut char- 
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ter, based upon the original grant of the Crown to the Ply-/ 
mouth Colony, and that he was desirous of having the rights _ 
of the two Colonies under their respective grants tested by 
due course of law. Upon a statement made by the Connect- 
icut party to Counsellors in London, an opinion was obtained 
favorable to that Colony, and, encouraged by this advice, a 
new impulse was given to emigration to the Wyoming coun- 
try by Connecticut families. In September, 1775, the matter 
was laid before the Continental Congress, and a committee 
of that body, to whom it was referred, decided in favor of 
the Connecticut claimants, giving to that State a tract of land 
in Pennsylvania nearly as large as the entire limits of the for- 
mer. This decision was instantly rejected by the Assembly 
of Pennsylvania, and it remained an open question until 1802, 
when the Congress of the United States decided in favor of 
Pennsylvania, and it was forever put to rest. 


JAMES HAMILTON, President of the Council. — Early in 
1771 Governor Penn was called to England by the death of 
his father, Richard Penn, leaving the government of the 
Colony in the hands of the Council, of which James Hamilton 
was president, who thus for a third time became in effect 
Governor. The Council was forbidden by the fundamental | 
law to approve any act of Assembly, so that no legislation 
was had during the period that the Colony was without a 
heutenant governor. James Hamilton was born in the city 
of Philadelphia in 1710. He was possessed of a large landed 
estate, which gave him a personal interest in advancing the 
material welfare of the Colony. But in the discharge of hig 
duties, he scrupulously adhered to the instructions of the 
Proprietors, which brought him in conflict with the popular 
party. His several administrations were marked by ability 
and firmness, and his personal bearing was that of one who 
felt the dignity of his position, and duly appreciated the 
respect which was due to the office. He never married. He 
died in the city of New York on the 14th of August, 1783, 


aged seventy-three. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


THOMAS AND JOHN PENN, PROPRIETORS, 1771-1776. 


ICHARD PENN, Lieutenant Governor, October, 1771, to 

August, 1773.—On the 17th of October, 1771, Richard, 
the second son of the late Richard Penn, arrived in the 
Colony, bearing the commission of Lieutenant Governor. 
Early in his administration his attention was called to the 
encroachments of the Susquehanna Company, and he con- 
ducted the negotiations as already detailed with’ singular 
moderation and judgment. 

At a point about six miles above Wyoming, the Christian 
Indians had built up quite a populous village called Wyalu- 
sing. It had a good number of respectable log houses with 
shingled roofs and glazed windows; a church, and school- 
house; besides numerous huts and cabins of less pretentious 
appearance. Large tracts of meadow and upland had been 
cleared and enclosed. The site was pleasant, and the soil 
excelient for cultivation. Governor Penn had promised that 
no settlements should be made within five miles of their 
lands, and they were looking forward to a period of prosper- 
ity and quiet. These, with the Moravian Indians, had, with 
great difficulty, been preserved from the frenzy of the “ Pax- 
ton Boys,” and the dangers from this source had scarcely 
passed, when the encroachments of the Connecticut adven- 
turers again excited alarm. The hostile demonstrations which 
followed so aroused their apprehensions, that, in 1773, they 
determined to move ina body to lands beyond the Ohio River, 
Abo, their representative before the Pennsylvania Assembly, 
saying, that, “‘ Notwithstanding their sincere and unshaken 
attachnient to the Government of the Province, as they were 
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not expert at salving appearances, they could not but be 
afraid that their innocence and complexion would stand little 
chance against the suspicious insinuations that are, or may 
be conceived, and laid against them, from the indifferent 
neighborhood in which they lived. They thought it high 
time, therefore, that they should retire to some Indian 
- country.” 

The administration of Richard Penn only extended to a 
period of a little less than two years. His intercourse with 
the Assembly was of a kind and conciliatory character, in 
marked contrast with the intemperate contests maintained 
with that body by some of his predecessors. Differences 
arose; but they were discussed in a mild and manly way, and 
mutual concessions brought harmony. He was especially 
attentive to the commercial interests of the Colony, and 
during his administration a degree of unexampled prosperity 
prevailed. , His commission was unexpectedly revoked in 
August, 1773, much to the regret of the people of the Colony 
and to himself. 

Richard Penn was born in England, in 1734. He married 
Miss Polly Masters, of Philadelphia. In person, he was of 
portly and commanding presence, of genial temper, a good 
liver, and inclined to sociality. Of all the Deputy Governors 
he was best fitted by nature and by education to win the 
approval of’ the popular will. On being superseded as 
Governor, he became a member of the Council and Naval 
Officer of the Colony. He was intimate with the members of 
the Continental Congress, whose confidence and esteem he 
gained by his liberal views, and when, in 1775, he returned 
to England, he was intrusted, in connection with Arthur Lee, 
with the last petition from the Colonies ever presented to 
the King. Te was examined respecting American affairs at 
the bar of the House of Lords, and gave testimony so favor- 
able to the Colonial cause, that he incurred the displeasure 
of the Peers, and drew for th a strong rebuke from the Min- 
isters, Lord Lyttleton declaring, “ With all the caution with 
which Mr. Penn guarded his, expressions, he nevertheless 
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betrayed through the whole of his examination the indica- 
tion of the strongest prejudice.” Ile died on the 27th of 
May, 1811, aged sixty-seven. 


JOHN PENN, Deputy Governor, August, 1773 to 1776. 
Upon the return of John Penn to the Province, after an 
absence of two years, he superseded his brother Richard in 
the gubernatorial powers. Ilis attention was early directed 
to the dangers of Indian hostilities on the Western border. 
Incited by a robbery said to have been committed by the 
savages, two daring frontiersmen, Cresap and Greathouse, had 
taken upon themselves to inflict punishment, and at the head 
of their clansmen had fallen upon hunting parties of the na- 
tives, striking down without mercy men, women, and children. 
Among these fell the family of Logan, a chief, renowned for 
his spirit and native eloquence. Governor Penn, on being 
apprised of these horrors, dispatched messengers to the tribes 
affected, disclaiming all responsibility for these lawless acts, and 
promising to bring the perpetrators to justice. This prompt 
action of the Governor had the effect to avert hostilities. 

At about this time, Lord Dunmore, Governor of Virginia, 
issued his proclamation laying claim to a large tract of 
territory west of the Alleghanies, in the name of the King, 
including Pittsburg and the Monongahela Valley. Many of 
the Virginia Colony had settled upon these lands, claiming the 
protection of the Governor of that Colony. Some time previous 
the British troops, occupying Fort Pitt, had been withdrawn, 
and now one Connolly had taken possession of it in the name 
of Dunmore. Governor Penn promptly called to his aid Sir 
William Johnson in quieting the Six Nations, and himself 
issued a counter-proclamation requiring settlers within the 
limits of Pennsylvania to preserve their allegiance to his 
rightful authority, and summarily arrested and imprisoned 
Connolly. He also sent two agents to Williamsburg to re- 
monstrate with the Virginia Government upon the unwar- 
rantable pretensions of the Governor. Dunmore refused to 
near them, and was preparing to assert his authority by 
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force; but his Council, better instructed thar! himself in the 
rights of the two Colonies, refused to give him money for 
raising and arming troops, and his ill advised scheme of 
conquest was abandoned. 

The non-importation agreements of the Colonies seriously 
affected the interests of the great Hast India Tea Company, 
their expenditures having been great, and their profits now 
seriously impaired. Upon application to Parliament for re- 
lief, the export duty was removed, and the Company was en- 
couraged to ship freely to all the Colonies. News of this 
action created much excitement throughout America. Meet- 
ings were held in the capitals and chief towns, to oppose the 
sale of the tea, as the deliberate purpose of Parliament to es- 
tablish the principle of taxation was seen in this act. Ata 
meeting held in Philadelphia on the 18th of October, 1778, 
spirited resolutions were passed, in which it was asserted, 
“That the disposal of their own property is the inherent 
right of freemen; that there can be no property in that which 
another can, of right, take from us without our consent; that 
the claim of Parliament to tax America, is, in other words, a 
elaim of right to levy contributions on us at pleasure...... 
That whoever shall directly or indirectly countenance this 
attempt, or in any wise aid and abet, in unloading, receiving, 
or vending the tea sent, or to be sent out, by the Kast India 
Company, while it remains subject to the payment of a duty 
here, is an enemy to his country.” Of the ships dispatched, 
those destined for Philadelphia and New York, on approach- 
ing these ports and learning the temper of the people, wisely 
turned back, and returned to England. That sent to Char- 
leston was unladen, and the tea stored in a damp warehouse 
where it rotted; and the vessels sent to Boston were boarded 
by parties disguised as Indians, who opened over three hun- 
dred chests and poured the tea into the water, proclaiming 
‘‘ Boston harbor a tea-pot to-night.” This unanimity of feel- 
ing and action was secured through committees of corre- 
spondence, appointed earlier in the year. The conduct of the 
Colonies exasperated the Ministry, and as the inhabitants of 
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Boston had committed an overt act, its vengeance was directed 
against them. Their port was closed, the Colonial charter 
was in effect subverted, and persons guilty of capital offences 
could be transported to England for trial. 

The harsh measures adopted towards the Massachusetts 
Colony, and especially towards the town of Boston, excited 
deep sympathy in all the Colonies. A public meeting was 
held in Philadelphia, at which an address to the sufferers by 
these severe measures was adopted, in which was recom- 
- mended the calling of a congress of deputies from all the 
Colonies, where means should be devised for restoring 
harmony, and promising, that “‘the people of Pennsylvania 
would continue firmly to adhere to the cause of American 
hiberty.” 

On the 18th of June, 1774, the Governor having refused 
to convene the Assembly to consider this question, another 
public meeting was called, at which nearly eight thousand 
people were present, and John Dickinson and Thomas Will- 
ing presided. At this mecting it was declared by resolution, 
that it was expedient to convene a Continental Congress, and 
a committee of correspondence was appointed to open com- 
munication with similar committees in the several counties 
and in other colonies, and provision was made for the ap- 
pointment of deputies to the proposed Congress. This com- 
mittee of correspondence summoned delegates from all the 
counties to represent the Colony in a general conference 
which was held on the 15th of July, 1774, over which Thomas 
Willing presided, and Charles Thomson acted as Secretary. 
In this conference it was resolved, first of all, that their al- 
legiance was due to George III., that they desired the restitu- 
tion of the ancient harmony with the mother country, and 
that: there was an absolute necessity for a Colonial Congress. 
The members of this conference, fecling that they were the 
last and immediate representatives of the people, issued in- 
structions to the Assembly, and recommended that suitable 
delegates should be appointed to the general Congress. These 
instructions were drawn by John Dickinson, and were con- 
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ceived in a spirit of “calm justice and reason. They were 
adopted by the Colonial Assembly, and Joseph Galloway, 
speaker, Samuel Rhoads, Thomas Mifflin, Charles Hum- 
phries, George Ross, Edward Biddle, and John Dickinson, 
in compliance with the recommendation of the conference, 
were appointed delegates. 

On the 4th of September, 1774, the first Continental Con- 
gress — that body which became so famous, and whose de- 
liberations resulted in such far-reaching consequences — as- 
sembled at Philadelphia. Peyton Randolph, of Virginia, 
was elected president, and Charles Thomson secretary. The 
Acts of Parliament oppressive to the people of Massachu- 
setts and the town of Boston were condemned, and it was 
declared “that no obedience was due from that Province to. 
such Acts, but that they should be rejected as the attempts 
of a wicked administration.” It was also resolved that no 
more goods be imported from England, and that after the 
10th of September, 1775, the Colonies cease to export the 
products of the soil unless a pacification be secured. The 
provisions of the resolutions thus adopted were as sacredly 
observed throughout the Colonies as would have been the 
most binding enactments. Committees of correspondence 
were appointed in every colony, through which the central 
power was administered. .A declaration of rights, based upon 
the instructions of the Pennsylvania convention to the As- 
sembly, was adopted; also an address to the people of Great 
Britain, one to the people of British America, and another to 
the King, after which the Congress adjourned, having recom- 
mended that another session be held in Philadelphia on 
the 10th of the next May. 

The recommendations of Congress were approved by the 
Assembly of Pennsylvania, and Messrs. Biddle, Dickinson, 
Mifflin, Humphries, Morton, and Ross were appointed dele- 
gates for a second meeting of that body, and, subsequently, 
upon the return of Franklin from London, he was added to 
the delegation, with James Wilson and Thomas Willing. 
Without manifesting partisan zeal, Governor Penn was 
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believed to sympathize with the Colonies, though in his mes- 
sage to the Assembly at this time he mildly remonstrated 
against the system ot Congressional rather than Colonial ac- 
tion. The King, on the receipt of the loyal address of Con- 
gress, was disposed to regard it as proper and kindly; but 
the Ministry had resolved upon forcing submission, though 
remonstrated against by the merchants and business men of 
all the principal towns as ruinous to their interests. 

A second Provincial convention was held in Philadelphia 
towards the close of January, of which Joseph Reed was 
President. The action of Congress was approved by this 
body also, and it was resolved that the county committees of 
superintendence should aid each other in every way possible; 
that the restoration of harmony was earnestly desired; that 
the commercial non-intercourse resolves should be scrupu- 
lously adhered to; but concluded, ‘ that, should the humble 
and loyal petition of Congress to his Majesty be disregarded, 
and the British Ministry, instead of redressing their griey- 
ances, determine by force to effect submission to the late 
arbitrary acts of Parliament, they deemed it their indispen- 
sable duty to resist such force, and at every hazard to defend 
the rights and liberties of America.” 

On the 19th of April, 1775, was fought the battle of Lex- 
ington, the first blood spilled in the Revolution. By this, 
the opening act of the drama, was plainly manifested the 
determination of the Ministry to force the Colonies to sub- 
jection. It created intense excitement throughout all the 
Colonies, A meeting of citizens was convened in Philadel- 
phia, at which thousands were present, and a resolution 
adopted to form a military association, under the direction 
of the committee of correspondence for defence. The asso- 
ciation was extended through all the counties, and the organ- 
ization of militia was prosecuted with much spirit. The 
Assembly approved of this popular demonstration, and en- 
gaged to provide for the pay of the militia while in service. 
The second Congress, which met in May, resolved to organ- 
ize an army for defence, the number to be raised in Pennsyl- 
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vania being four thousand three hundred men. The Assem- 
bly entered heartily into this measure and recommended to 
the Commissioners of the several counties to provide arms 
and accoutrements for this force, advised the organization of 
minute-men trained to seize their arms at the instant of dan- 
ger and fly to the rescue, made further appropriations for the 
defence of the city, and, to encourage its manufacture, offered 
a premium for saltpetre. The Assembly also appointed a 
committee of public safety, empowered to call the troops into 
service and provide for their pay, and resolved that all per- 
sons between the ages of sixteen and fifty, who did not asso- 
ciate for the defence of the Colony, ought to pay an equiv- 
alent for the time spent by the associators in acquiring 
military discipline. On the 10th of May Ticonderoga was 
captured, and on the 17th of June the famons battle of Bun- 
ker Hill was fought. Two days before this, George Washing- 
ton was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the American 
armies. tour Major-Generals and eight Brigadier-Generals 
were also appointed. 

Congress, soon after mecting in May, recommended “to 
the respective Assemblies and Conventions of the United 
Colonies, where no government suflicient to the exigencies 
of their affairs has been hitherto established, to adopt such 
government as shall, in the opinions of the representatives 
of the people, best conduce to the happiness and safety of 
their constituents in particular, and America in general.” 
This was, in fact, dispensing with the royal Governors, and 
such Assemblies as did not act with the party opposing the 
Crown. : 

A few days after this recommendation was made, a public 
meeting was held in Philadelphia, in which it was resolved 
that the present Assembly of the Colony is “not competent 
to the exigencies of affairs,” and that a Provincial Convention 
ought to be called for inaugurating a form of Colonial gov- 
ernment, in compliance with the recommendation of Con- 
gress. ‘I'he committee of inspection for the city, accordingly, 
called on the committees of the counties to send delegates to 
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a conference for this purpose, and on the 18th of June, 1776, 
the delegates assembled in Philadelphia and elected Thomas 
McKean president, provided for holding a convention of del- 
egates, eight in number from each county, to frame a consti- 
tution and inaugurate a new government suited to the present 
condition of the Colony, fixed the qualifications of voters, 
prescribed the form of oath to be administered to electors 
and delegates, apportioned the counties into election districts, 
appointed the election judges, and issued a brief, but patriotic 
and persuasive address to the people. 

_ The idea of a formal declaration of independence by Con- 
gress was now freely canvassed. The Assembly of Virginia, 
on the 15th of May, had recommended it. The Assembly of 
Pennsylvania was reluctant to sever the bonds of union with 
the parent State, but instructed its delegates, on the 14th of 
June, to unite with the other Colonics in legislating for the 
common good, only reserving the right to regulate its own 
internal affairs, and, in conclusion, made this frank declara- 
tion: “The happiness of these Colonies has, during the whole 
course of this fatal controversy, been our first wish, their 
reconciliation with Great Britain our next. Ardently have 
we prayed for the accomplishment of both. But if we re- 
nounce the one or the other, we humbly trust in the mercies 
of the Supreme Governor of the Universe, that we shall 
not stand condemned before Is throne if our choice is de- 
termined by that overruling law of self-preservation which 
His divine wisdom has thought proper to implant in the 
hearts of His creatures.” The Conference, which had pro- 
vided for a constitutional convention, approved the idea of 
declaring independence, and authorized the raising of six 
thousand militia. The Assembly had been prevented from 
legislating to the same effect by the continued absence of its 
members. 

On the 7th of June, Richard Henry Lee, of Virginia, 
seconded by John Adams, of Massachusetts, brought forward 
in Congress the proposition, that the ‘ United Colonies are, 
and of right ought to be, free and independent States, and 
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that all political connection between them and the State of 
Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.” It was 
debated most ardently and eloquently, John Dickinson, of 
Pennsylvania, one of the ablest and purest of the patriots, 
opposing, for the time, its passage, urging, as an objection, 
the disorganized condition in which the Colonies would be 
left if the British protection and power were removed, Prov- 
ince being left to rise against Province, and city against city. 
The proposition was passed upon, on the 2d of July, the votes 
of all being in favor of its adoption except Pennsylvania and 
Delaware, the votes of the delegates from these States being 
divided. In the meantime, a committee of five, consisting 
of Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, Sherman, and Livingston, 
had been appointed to draw up a more formal instrument. 
Jefferson and Adams were appointed as a sub-committee to 
make the draft; and the immortal instrument, drawn by the 
hand of Mr. Jefferson, was reported on the 28th of June, 
and, after a sharp debate, was finally adopted on the 4th of 
July, 1776. From Pennsylvania, Franklin, Wilson, and Mor- 
ton voted for it, Willing and Humphrey against it, Dickinson 
being absent. The Pennsylvania convention being informed 
that a majority of its delegates in Congress had voted against 
the preliminary declaration, named a new delegation on the 
20th, omitting Dickinson, Willing, and Humphrey, reappoint- 
ing the three who had voted for the declaration, Morris, who 
had been absent, and appointing five new members, Rush, 
Clymer, Smith, Taylor, and Ross. The engrossed copy which 
was subsequently made was signed by them.* 

The Convention for framing a new constitution for the 
Colony, assembled in Philadelphia on the 15th of July, and 
elected Franklin President. Its first act was to provide for 
the opening its deliberations by the performance of divine 
service. This Convention, in addition to the specific duty of 
framing a constitution for which it was elected, at once took 
upon itself the entire government of the Colony. The new 


* Letter of Jefferson to S. A. Wells, 1819. — Randall’s Life of Jefferson, Vol. L 
p. 171. 
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Constitution was completed on the 28th of September, and, 
after being signed by the President and all the members, was 
intrusted to the hands of the Council of Safety, to be pre- 
sented to the new General Assembly at its first session, and 
immediately after having chosen a speaker. The old Assem- 
bly adjourned on the 14th of June to the 26th of August. A 
quorum failed to convene on that day, and two days after, an 
adjournment was voted to the twenty-third of September. 
‘Little was done at this adjourned session beyond approving 
the report of the committee on accounts, by which a thousand 
pounds was voted for the salary of the Governor, and an 
aggregate sum exceeding eleven thousand pounds to the old 
provincial officers, and remonstrating agaiitst certain ordi- 
nances passed by the Convention as violations of power 
delegated to it; and on the 28th of September, this Assembly, 
which had existed for nearly a century under the organic 
law of Penn, ceased to exist, and the Proprietary Governor 
was shorn of power. 

John Penn, eldest son of Richard, was born in England 
in 1728. At the age of twenty-five, he first visited the 
Colony, and ten years later, he came hearing the commission 
of Deputy Governor. The day of his last arrival was on Sun- 
day, and was marked by the shock of an earthquake, which 
the superstitious interpreted as an evil omen to his admin- 
istration. It is described as being severe, and accompanied 
by a loud, roaring noise, the sky being clear with a moderate 
wind from the south-west. At the time of his appointment 
as governor, his father was proprietor of one-third of the 
Province, and his uncle, Thomas, of two-thirds; the latter 
having inherited the share of John, the oldest of the three 
original Proprietors, upon the occasion of his death in 1746. 
Upon the death of Richard, father of the Governor, in 1771, 
the latter inherited the one-third of the Proprietary interest. 
In spirit he manifested little of the mild and peaceful dis- 
position of his grandfather, but believed in supporting the 
authority of his government by the sword. Especially was 
he averse to temporizing with the Indians, and even offered, 
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without scruple, graduated bounties for their capture, scalp- 
ing, or death. He married Anne Allen, daughter of William 
Allen, Chief Justice of the Colony. In person he is described 
as of the middle size, reserved in manners, and very near- 
sighted. After being virtually superseded in authority by 
the Supreme Executive Council, he seems to have submitted 
gracefully to the progress of events, which he found himself 
unable to control, and remained during the Revolution a 
quiet spectator of the long struggle, without manifesting any 
particular interest in its result. With other Crown and Pro- 
prietary officers remaining in America, he at several times 
fell under the suspicion of Congress, and orders were issued 
for his arrest and removal to Hunterdon County, New Jersey, 
and to Winchester, Virginia, but he seems to have been soon 
released on parole. Ile continued to live at his home in 
Bucks County, after the Revolution, where he died in Feb- 
ruary, 1795, aged sixty-seven. From his grave in Christ’s 
Church-yard, where he was buried, his remains were sub- 
sequently transferred for interment to England. 
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THOMAS WHARTON, Jrp., 


PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 
March 5, 1777, to May 23, 1778. 


HE Provincial Convention which had been elected to 
frame a new Constitution, and which, upon meeting on 

the 15th of July, 1776, assumed the entire government of the 
Colony, elected, on the 24d of the same month, a Council of 
Safety, composed of twenty-five members, to which was com- 
mitted the executive department of the Government until the 
_ new frame of the constitution about to be promulgated should 
be put in operation. This Council was organized by the se- 
lection of Thomas Rittenhouse as chairman, and Jacob 8. 
Howell, Secretary. By this action the Proprietary Govern- 
ment was completely superseded, and the title of the Propri- 
etors to landed estate in Pennsylvania was suspended. An es- 
timate commenced by Thomas Penn, and completed by Frank- 
lin, in 1759, made the value of this estate about ten millions 
of pounds sterling. It should here be observed that the Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania, on the 27th of November, 1779, passed 
an Act for vesting the estate of the Proprietors in.the Common- 
wealth, but reserving to the Proprietors all their private es- 
tates, including the tenths of manors, and paying to them the 
sum of one hundred and thirty thousand pounds sterling “in 
remembrance of the enterprising spirit of the Founder,” and 
‘of the expectations and dependence of his descendants,” In 
addition to this, Parliament, in 1790, granted an annuity of 
four thousand pounds per annum to the heirs and descendants 
of the Founder, “in consideration of the meritorious services 
of the said William Penn, and of the losses which his family 


have sustained.” This annuity has ever since been regularly 
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paid, and in a reference made to it a short time ago [1872] 
in the Ilouse of Commons, Chancellor Lowe stated that the 
pension would not be discontinued. 

On the 6th of August, a formal organization of the Council 
of Safety was effected, when Thomas Wharton, Jr., was elected 
President. ,On the 28th of September, the new constitution 
was completed and passed unanimously, taking effect from 
the date of its passage. It provided for an annual Assembly 
and for a Supreme Executive Council, to consist of twelve 
persons to be chosen by the people, and to hold office for 
three years. Members of Congress were to be appointed by 
the Assembly. Assembly men were eligible to membership 
but four years out of seven, and members of Council but one 
term in seven years. The Constitution could not be changed 
for the space of seven years. At the expiration of that time 
censors were to be elected, who were to consider whether a 
revision was demanded, and if so, they were to call a conven- 
tion for the purpose. The Council was charged with the due 
execution of the laws, its powers being not materially differ- 
ent from those of the Council under the Proprietary Govern- 
ment. From the first, this instrument met with violent 
opposition. 

On the first day of January, 1776, Washington unfurled 
over his camp, at Cambridge, for the first time, the Union 
Flag. It had thirteen stripes of alternate red and white, 
with the cross of St. George in the upper left-hand corner. 
For this cross Congress ordered, on the 14th of June, 1777, 
thirteen white stars in a field of blue to be substituted, 
and this design became the emblem of nationality. The 
Continental Congress, before the close of the year 1775, had 
agreed upon certain articles of war, declared the cause for 
which arms had been taken up, and had issued bills of credit 
for prosecuting the war to the amount of six millions of 
dollars. The Parliament of Great Britain had, on the other 
hand, declared the Colonists rebels; had authorized the seizure 
or destruction of American vessels; had voted a force of 
fifty-five thousand men for compelling obedience to its man- 
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dates in America, with over a million of dollars for their pay; 
and had, in addition to these, hired from the Landgrave of 
Hesse- Cassel, and other German rulers, seventeen thousand 
men, agreeing in their absence to defend these States, and 
paying for them over eight hundred thousand dollars. All 
this was done while yet the Americans were supplicating for 
terms of reconciliation in the most respectful and earnest 
tones. These acts, however, had the effect to convince all 
thinking men, that there was but one alternative, either a 
slavish submission or a bitter and wasting struggle. 

Washington, who, from the moment of taking command, 
had been busy in organizing and gathering in his forces, de- 
termined to drive the enemy from Boston. To this end he 
sent forces under General Thomas, under cover of darkness, 
on the night of March 4th, 1776, to a commanding position 
on Dorchester Heights, where, by morning, they had thrown 
up considerable works, and were prepared to open upon the 
city and the shipping in the harbor. All efforts to dislodge 
this force proved futile, and, seeing that destruction or capture 
awaited him, General Howe, the commander of the British 
troops, sought terms of capitulation. Upon tacit condition 
that he would leave the city unharmed, he was allowed to 
depart without injury; and on the 17th of March, eleven 
thousand soldiers and sailors, and a number of Loyalist 
families, sailed away to Halifax. — 

Washington, having been apprised early in the year that 
Sir Henry Clinton had sailed from Boston on a secret expe- 
dition, presumed its destination to be New York, and accord- 
ingly sent General Charles Lee thither to defend it. Clinton 
arrived off Sandy Hook in March, but finding Lee in posses- 
sion of the city, withdrew, and being joined some time after- 
wards by Admiral Sir Peter Parker, proceeded South for the 
reduction of Charleston, South Carolina; and on the 28th of 
June opened a combined land and naval attack upon the 
defences on Sullivan’s Island, commanding the entrance to 
the harbor. He was met by the Carolina militia under Gen- 
eral William Moultrie, which had thrown up a breast-work 
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of palmetto logs and sand, and had twenty-six -pieces of 
artillery mounted. For ten hours the battle raged with great 
violence. The Provincials stood manfully to their guns, 
doing terrible execution upon the British fleet. At nightfall 
the action ceased, and Clinton, finding his forces decimated 
and his little armada terribly shattered, decided to withdraw 
from the contest, and returned to New York. 

Taught by this unfortunate experience, the British com- 
mander determined to concentrate all his forces, and strike 
with overwhelming power. General Howe, who had gone 
from Boston to Halifax, returned early in July, and proceeded 
directly to New York. IJlere he was joined by Clinton with 
the remnant of his army from betore Charleston, and by 
Admiral Lord Howe with a large fleet directly from Eng- 
land. ‘To this powerful combination, Washington had no 
adequate forces to oppose, and the events which followed 
were most unfortunate for the American arms. Driven from 
Long Island, from Harlem, from White Plains, Washington, 
at length, determined to withdraw in the direction of Phila- 
delphia, and was closely pursued by Cornwallis with a heavy 
detachment of the British army, causing him to abandon, in 
succession, Newark, New Brunswick, Princeton, and Trenton, 
and finally to cross to the west bank of the Delaware to Penn- 
sylvania soil. Cornwallis would have pushed forward yigor- 
ously, and constructed boats for crossing the river in pursuit; 
but Howe ordered a cautious policy, directing Cornwallis to 
wait until the ice should be frozen sufficiently upon the river 
to bear the troops and trains. The approach of a hostile army 
to the banks of the Delaware created consternation in Phila- 
delphia. In the Council of Safety, on the 30th of November, 
the following order was issued: ‘ It is no less necessary than 
painful, that the present movements of General Howe’s army 
requires that we should apprise the inhabitants of this city 
who wish to avoid the insults and oppressions of a licentious_ 
soldiery, that they prepare for removing their wives and chil- 
dren, and valuable effects, on a short warning to some place 
of security.” On the 2d of September the Council ordered all 
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shops in the city to be closed, and the schools to be broken 
up, and by the 10th, General Cadwalader, with a brigade of 
twelve hundred men, was on his way to join Washington’s 
army. Congress now became thoroughly alarmed, and on 
the 12th, after having invested Washington with dictatorial 
powers, adjourned to meet at Baltimore, taking with them all 
the public papers, but leaving a committee behind, of which 
Robert Morris was chairman, to act in concert with the army 
for the defence of the city. On the same day Washington 
dispatched General Putnam, clothed with absolute power, to 
take command in the city. 

The want of troops rendered the American commander 
powerless to oppose the advancing foe. In this alarming 
posture of affairs, the Council of Safety issued a stirring 
address, calling upon all able-bodied men to come to the 
rescue. ‘If you wish,” say they, “to live in freedom, and 
are determined to maintain that best boon of heaven, you 
have no time to deliberate. A manly resistance will secure 
every blessing; inactivity and sloth will bring horror and 
destruction. ... Shall we, with Ileaven and justice on our 
side, (unless we could impiously suppose that the Almighty 
had devoted mankind to slavery,) shall we hesitate to meet 
our enemies in the hostile field? ... May Heaven, which has 
bestowed the blessings of liberty upon you, awaken you to a 
proper sense of your danger, and arouse that manly spirit of 
virtuous resolution which has ever bidden defiance to the 
efforts of tyranny. May you ever have the glorious prize 
of liberty in view, and bear with a becoming fortitude the 
fatigues and severities of a winter campaign. That, and that 
only, will entitle you to the superlative distinction of being 
deemed, under God, the deliverers of your country.” 

The frequent reverses of the American arms, and the 
repeated retreats before a victorious foe, had caused great 
depression in the public mind. Washington felt deeply the 
humiliation, and sought earnestly for an opportunity to strike 
a blow that should revive confidence in the patriot cause. 
A detachment of Hessian troops had been posted at Trenton. 
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while the main body of the enemy, under Cornwall s, was at 
Princeton. Christmas-time was approaching. Believing that 
the Hessian hirelings would celebrate this festival by long 
potations, Washington formed the purpose of assuming the 
offensive, and, crossing the Delaware, of falling suddenly 
upon the enemy resting securely in their cantonments. <Ac- 
cordingly, on the evening of the 25th, taking a picked force 
to a point some eight or ten miles above Trenton, where now 
is located the village of Taylorsville, he succeeded, though 
the current was strong and the river filled with floating ice, 
in crossing in flat-boats, and in making his way unperceived 
to the neighborhood of the British encampment. It was al- 
ready sunrise when they arrived, and the Hessian leader, 
Rall, was still at ais cups, having spent the night in debauch. 
The struggle for the mastery was brief. Iorty or fifty of the 
enemy were killed or mortally wounded, and more than a 
thousand were made prisoners, and marched away in the 
train of the victors; arms, ammunition, and stores, captured 
in considerable quantities, swelling the triumphal train. The 
victory was, in regard to numbers engaged, insignificant; 
but it was complete and, in its bearing upon the cause of the 
patriots, momentous. It inspired hope and confidence in 
every breast, and the daring and triumph of the American 
leader became the subject of eulogy in every European court. 
Cadwalader, who was in command of the Pennsylvania 
troops, had been ordered to cross and co-operate with the 
attacking column; but was unable to carry out his instruc- 
tions on account of the force of the current and the power of 
the floating ice. Three days after, nine hundred of these pris- 
oners were marched through the city of Philadelphia on their 
way to the prison camp at Lancaster, forming a line on Front 
Street two deep from Market to Walnut. Inspired by his 
success, Washington resumed the offensive, and moving all 
his forces into New Jersey, prepared to face the British 
troops; but too feeble in numbers to successfully cope with 
the main body which had approached Trenton, eluding the 
grasp of the confident foe, he, by a night march, descended 
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upon the British reserves at Princeton, and fought them with 
sturdy valor; but Cornwallis, warned by the booming of can- 
non of their peril, and grown vigilant since the late disaster, 
hastened to their relief, compelling Washington to withdraw. 
The activity and enterprise of the Americans frightened the 
enemy into the adoption of the most cautious policy, causing 
him to call in and confine his troops to their encampments 
upon the Raritan; while Washington, with his main body, 
encamped at Morristown, and sent out detachments in all 
directions to keep the country clear, and pick up stragglers 
and deserters. 

This active winter campaign had the effect to relieve 
Pennsylvania, and enabled Congress, which had assembled 
in Baltimore on the 20th of December, to return again to 
Philadelphia. General Putnam, who had been invested with 
authority, had ordered fortifications to be commenced at Red 
Bank, on the Delaware, and at various points about the city, 
using for the purpose the timber upon the Proprietors’ lands 
in the neighborhood. Upon the retreat of the enemy through 
New Jersey, Putnam rejoined the army, and was succeeded 
by General Irvine, and subsequently by General Gates, in 
the command in Philadelphia. 

The elections having been held according to the provisions 
of the new Constitution, the Supreme Executive Council met 
on the 4th of March, 1777, and organized on the 5th, by the 
election, in joint convention of the members of the Assembly 
and the Council, of Thomas Wharton, Jr., as President, and 
George Bryan as Vice-President; whereupon the Council of 
Safety was dissolved. To impress the multitude with an 
adequate idea of the power and dignity of the office, the 
inauguration was attended with much pomp and ceremony ; 
the result of the election being declared from the Court- 
House amid the shouts of the multitude and the booming of 
the captured cannon from the field of Trenton. ‘The title 
given to the new dignitary was a long and loud resounding 
one: ‘His Excellency Thomas Wharton, Junior, Lsquire, 
President of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania, 
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Captain- General and Commander-in-chief in and over the 
same.” 

Among the earliest acts of Council was the appointment of 
a Board of War, consisting of nine members, and one of the 
Navy of eleven. The Board of War immediately applied 
to Congress for one hundred thousand dollars ‘for defence, 
which not being immediately granted, this sum was appro- 
priated by the Council. The activity of the enemy at New 
York, in gathering transports and moving troops, gave indi- 
cation of an intention to make a descent upon some other 
part of the coast, and Philadelphia was judged to be its 
destination, On the 8th of April, General Putnam advised 
Congress of the movements of the enemy at Amboy, and gave 
it as his opinion that the capture of Philadelphia was the 
purpose. On the following day the Council published a 
proclamation urging instant action, and concluding thus: 
“Tt has been repeatedly and justly observed, and ought to be 
acknowledged as a signal evidence of the favor of Divine 
Providence, that the lives of the militia in every battle dur- 
ing this just war have been remarkably spared. Confiding, 
therefore, in the continuance of the blessing of Im, who is 
indeed the God of armies, let every man among us hold him- 
self ready to march into the field whenever he shall be called 
upon to do so.” Congress resolved to establish a camp for 
recruits on the west side of the Delaware, to the command 
of which General Benedict Arnold was assigned, General 
Philip Schuyler being at this time in command in the city. 
On the 10th of June, General Mifflin appeared in person 
before Congress with a letter from General Washington, ex- 
pressing his firm conviction that the enemy meditated an 
immediate descent upon some part of Pennsylvania. A 
French engineer, by the name of Du Coudray, in company 
with General Mifflin, was sent to examine the condition of 
the defences of the city and its approaches, who recommended 
that preparations should be made at Billingsport for the chief 
point of defence, the works at Red Bank being declared 
uscless. 

Lhe blow aimed at Philadelphia did not fall till near the 
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close of July. In a fleet of two hundred and forty war-ships 
and transports, Lord Howe, with a force of eighteen thousand 
men, making as if he would ascend the Hudson, suddenly 
changed his course and steered for the mouth of the Dela- 
ware. Washington followed overland, passing through 
Philadelphia on Sunday, the 24th of August, and taking the 
road to Chester. The militia of the city, which had been 
divided into three classes, and the first two of which had 
been already called, were now ordered out entire, one de- 
tachment being stationed at Downingtown, and the other at 
Chester. Leaden spouts upon the houses were torn off for 
use in making bullets. <A fleet of twelve fire-ships was held in 
readiness for protection on the Delaware, and every prepara- 
tion made for a vigorous defence. But Howe, instead of 
ascending the Delaware, moved up the Chesapeake, and, de- 
barking, commenced the march across the country by a route 
where no preparations had been made to check him. With the 
enemy’s designs in full prospect, the Council put forth every 
effort to bring out the entire fighting force of the Colony. 
In a proclamation issued on the 10th, they say: ‘ The time 
is at length come, in which the fate of ourselves, our wives, 
children, and posterity, must be speedily determined. Gen- 
eral Howe, at the head of a British army, the only hope and 
last resource of our enemies, has invaded this State..... 
Blessed be God! Providence seems to have left it to our- 
selves, to determine whether we shall triumph in victory, 
and rest in freedom and peace; or, by tamely submitting or 
weakly resisting, deliver ourselves up a prey to an enemy 
than whom none more cruel and perfidious was ever suffered 
to.vex and destroy any people. . . . Above all, consider the 
mournful prospect of seeing Americans, like the wretched 
inhabitants of India, stripped of their freedom, robbed of 
their property, degraded beneath the brutes, and left to starve 
amid plenty, at the will of their lordly masters; and let us 
determine once for all, that we will die or be free! ... The 
Council, therefore, most humbly beseech and entreat all per- 
sons whatsoever, to exert themselves, without delay, to seize 
this present opportunity of crushing the foe now in the 
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bowels of our country, by marching forth instantly under 
their respective officers to the assistance of our great General, 
that he may be enabled to environ and demolish the only 
British army that remains formidable in America... . Gon 
SAVE THE PEOPLE!” 

Washington pushed forward with his little army. At 
Newark the advance guards met and skirmished lghtly. 
Discovering that it was the design of the British commander 
to turn his right, he fell back behind the Brandywine, and 
prepared to defend the line of that stream. At Pyle’s Ford 
General Armstrong with the Philadelphia militia was posted; 
Washington, in person, took position at Chad’s Ford; and 
Sullivan at Brinton’s, two miles further up. Howe laid his 
plans skilfully, and fortune favored their execution. He sent 
Knyphausen with a detachment to Chad’s Ford, in Washing- 
ton’s immediate front, to make a noisy demonstration, as if 
intent to cross, while, with the main body of his army in 
light marching order, he pushed on up the Valley under 
cover of a dense fog to Trumbull’s and Jeftrey’s lords, far 
past the American right, where he crossed without opposition. 
Still, Washington was deceived. Intelligence that this move- 
ment was being executed was brought him; but soon after 
came messengers contradicting this report, and he made all 
his dispositions to meet Knyphausen, who, judging by the 
incessant pounding that he kept up, was determined to break 
through and effect a crossing. Howe soon came unawares upon 
Sullivan, who was on Washington’s extreme right. Beaten 
by this adroit manceuvre, the latter turned to make such a 
stand as he was able, with a force a third smaller than that 
of his adversary, and but indifferently armed and equipped ; 
and in the neighborhood of the Birmingham mecting-house, 
on the 11th of September, a severe battle ensued, which 
lasted the whole day. General Lafayette, a young French 
nobleman, who had but a few days before arrived in the 
country, and been given a command, was here wounded, and 
some of the bravest of the American troops were cut down. 
The severely wounded were carried into the mecting-house, 
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and to this day the stains of blood from the wounds of the 
patriot-soldiers remain upon its floor. The Americans were 
finally foreed back, and retired to Chester; the British en- 
camping upon the field. | 

Washington again confronted Howe, moving leisurely to- 
wards Philadelphia, at a point twenty miles from the city, on 
the 16th; but was prevented from joining in a general engage- 
ment by a severe and continuous rain, which completely 
ruined his ammunition. At Paoli, on the night of the 20th, 
General Wayne, who was hanging upon the rear of the 
British army with a force of eighteen hundred men, was sur- 
prised by General Gray; and nearly three hundred of his men 
were wounded or massacred. IT ifty-three of the patriots were 
buried in one grave, and over their remains the Republican 
Artillerists of Chester County, forty years afterwards, erected 
amonument, At Reading, considerable quantities of military 
stores had been gathered, and fearing that Howe might strike 
for their capture or destruction, Washington withdrew in 
that direction. Howe, being left without opposition, moved 
in the direction of Philadelphia, which he entered on the 26th. 
Washington, having reorganized his shattered army, moved 
forward, and on the 3d of October attacked the enemy at 
Germantown. At the opening of the battle, he felt sanguine 
of success; but hampered by a dense fog which settled down 
over the field, occasioning confusion in his ranks, he was at 
length, after a hard-fought battle, obliged to withdraw. 
Hiowe put his army in winter-quarters in Philadelphia, and 
Washington retired to White Marsh, and subsequently went 
into winter-quarters at Valley Forge. 

In the meantime General Burgoyne, with an army of ten 
thousand men, moving up the Iludson, had captured Fort 
Ticonderoga on the 5th of July; the garrison, under General 
St. Clair, escaping. On the 19th of September, and again on 
the 7th of October, Burgoyne was met at Saratoga by the 
Americans, now under General Gates, where he suffered 
severely; and ten days afterwards, finding retreat impossible, 
his whole army was compelled to lay down its arms, and sur- 
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render prisoners of war. A fine train of brass field-pieces, 
five thousand muskets, and large quantities of much-needed 
munitions of war, were captured. 

Congress and the Executive Council remained in Phila- 
delphia during the exciting events that were transpiring be- 
fore the city. On the 18th of September, Congress adjourned 
to meet at Lancaster, where it convened on the 27th; but on 
the 80th removed to York, where it remained in session until 
the following summer. The Council remained until the 24th, 
when —the money and papers belonging to the loan office, 
and the books belonging to the State, in the Philadelphia 
Library, having been removed to Laston—it adjourned to 
Laneaster. On the 26th the vanguard of the British army 
entered the city. Deborah Logan has left some interesting 
reminiscences of the event. She says: “ The army marched 
in and took possession of the city in the morning. We were 
up-stairs [at the Norris mansion between Fourth and Fifth] 
and saw them pass the State House. They looked well, clean, 
and well clad, and the contrast between them and our own 
poor, barefooted, ragged troops was very great, and caused a 
feeling of despair. . . . Early in the afternoon Lord Corn- 
wallis’s suite arrived, and took possession of my mother’s 
house. But my mother was appalled by the numerous train 
which took possession of her dwelling, and shrunk from 
having such inmates, for a guard was mounted at the door, 
and the yard was filled with soldiers and baggage of every 
description; and I well remember what we thought of the 
haughty looks of Lord Rawdon and the other aid-de-camp, 
as they traversed the apartments. My mother desired to 
speak with Lord Cornwallis, and he attended her in the front 
parlor. She told him of her situation, and how impossible it 
would be for her to stay in her own house with such a nu- 
merous train as composed his Lordship’s establishment. He 
behaved with great politeness to her; said he should be sorry 
to give trouble, and would have other quarters looked out for 
him. They withdrew that very afternoon, and he was accom- 
modated at Peter Reeves’, in Second Street, near Spruce; 
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but it did not last long, for directly the quartermastcrs were 
engaged in billeting the troops, and we had to find room for 
two officers of artillery, and afterward, in addition, for two 
gentlemen, secretaries of Lord Howe.” 

The first care of the British General, after gaining posses- 
sion of the city, was to complete the defensive works which 
had been commenced while General Putnam was in com- 
mand, and to construct such others as were necessary to make 
its occupation secure. The Delaware below the city was still 
held by the Americans. Mud Fort upon Fort Island, Fort 
Mercer at Red Bank, and Fort Mifflin at Mud Island, still 
held patriot garrisons. There would be no safety to the royal 
army until the navigation of the river was clear for the royal 
fleet. Washington recognized the importance of holding 
these forts, and immediately sent veteran troops to garrison 
them. Varnum’s Rh. I. brigade, under Colonels Greene and 
Angell, was selected to occupy Fort Mercer, and this the 
enemy attacked on the 21st of October with twenty-five hun- 
dred picked men, under Colonel Count Donop. The assaulting 
party moved in two columns with great gallantry and deter- 
mination; but the deliberate and deadly fire of the defenders 
became too terrible to face, and it was swept back in confu- 
sion, with a loss of over four hundred; Count Donop, the 
leader, being mortally wounded. The discomfited party did 


‘not renew the attack, but withdrew rapidly to Philadelphia. 


To reduce Fort Mifflin and open a passage through the 
chevaux-de-frise, which had been placed in the channel, now be- 
came an object of solicitude to the commanders of both army 
and fleet, and the most elaborate preparations were made for 
its reduction by the erection of works to command it.on all 
sides, and by the powerful guns of the fleet. On the 10th of 
November the enemy opened upon it, and for the space of 
six days the missiles of the assailants from forts and fleet were 
poured upon this one small defensive work. Nothing daunted, 
the little garrison answered with effect, and gallantly main- 
tained the unequal contest. Finally the enemy having run 
close up with his gunboats, and manned the yards with 
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sharpshooters, it became impossible for the defenders to 
work their guns, when, on the night of the 16th, the garrison, 
having removed or destroyed everything of value, retired 
without molestation. Red Bank was soon after abandoned, 
and the river was opened to the enemy’s fleet. 

Before the final reduction of Fort Mifflin, Howe’s army 
had begun to suffer from want of many articles not obtain- 
able in the city, and which he was prevented from securing 
from abroad by the vigilance of Washington. The river now 
being opened, an active commerce sprung up, and many mer- 
chants rushed to the city to open business. The relief of his 
army being effected, lowe determined to attack Washington 
in his camp at White Marsh, sixteen miles from the city; and 
with fifteen thousand men, on the morning of the 4th of De- 
cember, marched out, confident of easy victory, and as he 
himself declared, of “ driving General Washington over the 
Blue Mountains.” But Washington, through intelligence 
gained from the faithful Lydia Darrah, who, under pretence 
of passing the lines to get flour, had hastened to acquaint 
him with the enemy’s design, was prepared to meet them, 
and, after a wearisome march and fruitless manceuvrings, they 
returned to the city. 

The winter of 1777-8 was remarkably severe, and the Amer- 
ican soldiers, indifferently clad, were subjected to extreme 
suffering, their footprints often marking the snow with their 
blood. Their camp was at Valley Forge, on the banks of the 
Schuylkill, twenty miles from Philadelphia. In the meantime 
the British army was enjoying the comforts of a luxurious city, 
its officers passing their time in a continued round of gayeties 
and dissolute living. Reconnoitring parties were frequently 
sent from both armies during the winter, which often met, re- 
sulting in daring and desperate encounters; but no general en- 
gagement occurred. Early in the year 1778, Lord Howe was. 
superseded in the chief command by Sir Henry Clinton, who 
arrived in Philadelphia on the 7th of May. The departure of 
Ilowe was made the occasion of a gorgeous display, regatta, 
and tournament, in which the glitter of costly apparel, the 
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march of troops, and the thunder of artillery, could not have 
been exceeded had it been produced to signalize the triumphs 
of a mighty conqueror returning from countless conquests. 
As early as the 22d of September, 1776, Congress had sent 
as ambassadors to the court of France, Benjamin Franklin, 
Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee, who succeeded in securing 
arms and money for the patriot cause, and finally in nego- 
tiating a treaty of alliance whereby substantial aid was to be 
extended to America. In compliance with this agreement, 
the French Ministry dispatched a fleet of twelve ships and four 
frigates, under command of Count d’Kstang, to blockade the 
British flotilla in the Delaware. Of this determination the 
British Cabinet became cognizant, and instantly sent orders 
for the evacuation of Philadelphia. Howe at once put to sea 
and steered for New York, and when, on the 8th of July, 
D’Estang arrived at the mouth of the Delaware, he found 
that his adversary had escaped. The British Admiral took 
shelter in Raritan Bay, where, on account of the bar at its 
mouth, the heavy French frigates could not reach him. 
With his army Sir Henry Clinton moved in the same direc- 
tion across the country by the way of New Brunswick and 
Amboy. Washington, ever on the alert, had divined the 
purpose of the British commander, and early put his forces 
in motion to follow and offer battle. The two armies met on 
the plains of Monmouth, on Sunday the 28th of June. The 
day was intensely hot. The battle was opened by the divi- 
sion of General Lee, which, for lack of skilful handling, was 
thrown into confusion and disastrous retreat. Washington 
met the flying column, and.by his steadiness and courage 
restored order. After a severe battle, which lasted the whole 
day, the enemy was beaten, retreating during the night, having 
sustained heavy losses, and leaving his aead and wounded in 
the hands of the victors. 
~The Assembly and the Executive Council remained in 
session at Lancaster during the winter of 1777-8, and co- 
operated with Congress, which was at York, and Washington 
at Valley Forge. Legislation was principally devoted to the 
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interests of the army and the American cause, the most 
notable civil act being that by which the authority of the 
Trustees of the Philadelphia Academy and College were sus- 
pended for a limited time, 

On the 28d of May, 1778, Thomas Wharton, Jr., Presi- 
dent of the Council, died suddenly of an attack of quinsy, 
at Lancaster. Ile was descended from an ancient English 
family, one of whom, Richard, of Kellorth, in Orton parish, 
Westmoreland county, England, emigrated to Pennsylvania 
about 1688. One of his sons, John, was the father of Presi- 
dent Wharton, who was born at Philadelphia in 1735. Ie 
was twice marricd: first to Susan, daughter of Thomas 
Lloyd ; and, after her death, to Elizabeth, daughter of William 
‘Fishbourn. Ile had several children by each marriage, the 
descendants of whom are now living in Philadelphia and its 
vicinity. Ile was by profession a merchant; and by his patri- 
otism and virtue commanded the respect and esteem 9f the 
best cultivated classes, and, when the new Constitution was 
adopted, he was clected as the chicf executive officer, —a 
position which he held to the day of his death, discharging 
its duties in a most trying emergency with singular ability 
and success. To the weight of his character, and his firm- 
ness in the executive trust, was due, in a good degree, the 
permanence of the new Constitution, the adherence of the 
Colony to the patriot cause, and thus, indirectly, the success 
of the struggle for Independence. Some of the minor details 
of that frame of government may have been conceived in 
error; but in its bill of rights were embodied the great prin- 
ciples of liberty and of republican institutions, which have 
been the glory of the Commonwealth in suceceding time. The 
estimate which was formed of economy, integrity, and virtue, 
by the framers of that instrument, is strikingly illustrated by 
the following section: ‘As every freeman, to preserve his 
independence (if without a suflicient estate), ought to have 
some profession, calling, trade, or farm, whereby he may 
honestly subsist, there can be no necessity for, nor use in, 
establishing offices of profit, the usual effects of which are 
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dependence and servility, unbecoming freemen, in the posses- 
sors and expectants; faction, contention, corruption, and dis- 
order among the people. Butif any man is called into public 
service to the prejudice of his private affuirs, he has a night 
to a reasonable compensation; and whenever an  oflice, 
through increase of fees or otherwise, becomes so profitable 
as to occasion many to apply for it, the profits ought to be 
lessened by the legislature.” 

The ardent attachment which President Wharton had for 
the principles embodied in the new Constitution, and the 
unselfish motives by which he was actuated in its support, 
are aptly exemplified in a letter addressed by him to Arthur 
St. Clair soon after its adoption. The letter has never before 
been published, and has been furnished by his grandson, 
G. M. Wharton, Esq., for use in this memoir. “It is too 
true,” he says, “that the differences amongst ourselves have 
been attended with bad consequences, and I am much afraid 
they will not soon be at an end. People have different 
purposes to answer; and I doubt much, if all those that are 
taking an active part against the present frame of govern- 
ment, are actuated by alove of [torn]. True it is, there are 
many faults which I hope one day to see removed; but it is 
true that, if the Government should at this time be overset, 
it would be attended with the worst consequences, not only 
to this State, but to the whole continent in the opposition 
we are making to the tyranny of Great Britain. If a better 
frame of government could be adopted,—such a one as would 
please a much greater majority than the present one, —I 
should be very happy in seeing it brought about; and any 
gentleman that should be thought by the public qualified to 
take my seat, should have my hearty voice for it. My ardent 
ambition never led me to expect or ask for it; if I have any, 
it is to be thought, and to merit, the character of an honest 
man. I feel myself very inadequate to the station I am in; 
but some that were fit for it have either withdrawn them- 
selves entirely, or are opposing the Government. Iowever, 


as it is in the power of every man to act with integrity and 
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uprightness, he that does that, will at least have the approba- 
tion of his own conscience, and merit that of the public.” ... 

Mr. Wharton was a warm supporter of the principles of 
the Revolution, and risked his life and fortune in the cause. | 
He owned a country-seat, called Twickenham, situated near 
Abington Meeting-IIouse, in Montgomery County, where he 
occasionally resided ; and on the lawn, in front of his dwelling, 
occurred a sharp skirmish between the British and Amer- 
ican troops. Ilis funeral was a public one, being conducted 
by a committee of the State Government, and the carriers 
and pall-bearers were from among the members of the As 
sembly and Council, by whom he was greatly respected and 
loved. He was buried with military honors as commander- 
in-chief of the forces of the State; and, at the request of the 
elders and vestry of the Evangelical Trinity Church of Lan- 
caster, his body was interred within the walls of that edifice. 
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GEORGE BRYAN, 


VICE-PRESIDENT AND ACTING PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 


May 23 to December 1, 1778. 


Y the decease of Thomas Wharton, Jr., the Vice-Presi- 
dent, George Bryan became the acting President of the 
Council. Congress, which had been in session at York 
during the invasion of the State by the British army, upon 
its withdrawal returned to Philadelphia, holding its first 
session there on the 24th of June, 1778. The Council, which 
had been at Lancaster, also returned, and convened on the 
following day. Major-General Benedict Arnold, on account 
of wounds received in the second battle of Saratoga, being 
unfit for field-duty, was assigned to command in Philadelphia, 
and marched in with a regiment of veterans on the day suc- 
eeeding the departure of the British. It is relatéd that 
‘‘when the American army entered Philadelphia there was a 
great scarcity of ammunition, and cartridge-paper being par- 
ticularly wanted, the whole city was ransacked for a supply. 
At length, in a garret once occupied as a lumber-room by 
Dr. Franklin, when a printer, a vast collection of waste paper 
was discovered. Among the mass was more than a cartload 
of ‘Sermons on Defensive War,’ preached by the famous 
Gilbert Tennant during the old British and French war, for 
the purpose of rousing the Colonists to exertion. These 
appropriate manifestoes were immediately worked up into 
musket-cartridges and distributed to the army, which fired 
them away at the battle of Monmouth against the retiring 
foe.” The city was no sooner clear of the enemy than the 


loyal inhabitants, who had been exiles for nearly a year, 
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began rapidly to return. The destruction of property, in many 
cases purposcless and indiscriminate, was everywhere pain- 
fully apparent. Elegant mansions and costly shops had been 
destroyed piecemeal, and grounds, filled with varieties of 
shade and shrubbery, had been utterly ruined. ‘The damage 
done by the enemy,” says Westcott in his history of Phila- 
delphia, “lad been as wanton as it was extensive. The royal 
troops found Philadelphia a cleanly and handsome city; they 
left it reeking with filth, ruinous, and desolate.”? Christopher 
Martial has the following entries in his Lemembrancer, on his 
return from Lancaster, quoted by Westcott: “June 25. 
Took a walk by myself to our once rural, beautiful place near 
Barracks, now nothing but a wanton desolation and destruc- 
tion, that struck me with horror and detestation of the pro- 
moters and executors of such horrid deeds. My mind was so 
pained that I returned into the city. June 26.... Yet grief 
seized me on beholding the ruins; houses quite demolished ,— 
of which ours, near the Bettcring-Ilouse, was quite gone,— 
with the brick walls, chimneys, doors, cases, windows, and 
roofs either destroyed or carried away entirely.” 

D’Estang, finding the British fleet inaccessible in Raritan 
Bay, where it had taken refuge, concerted a plan with Wash- 
ington for reducing the enemy in Rhode Island. He ac- 
cordingly sailed thither, accompanied by Generals Lafayette 
and Greene, with veteran troops; and the militia of Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island flocked to the stand- 
ard of Sullivan, who had for some time been in command of 
the American forces in that quarter. - The British fleet, which 
had in the meantime been reinforced by some powerful ves- 
sels, followed D’Estang. Upon their arrival in the Narragan- 
sett, the two fleets prepared for action; but while manceuvring 
to open the engagement, they were overtaken by a terrific 
storm, which disabled many of the French vessels, and pre- 
vented further hostile operations. D’Estang took his shat- 
tered fleet to Boston for repairs, and subsequently departed 
for the West Indies, there to operate against the English. 
The British fleet followed, leaving Sir Henry Clinton without 
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support, and preventing all active campaigning for the remain- 
der of the season, save in Georgia, whither Colonel Campbell 
was dispatched with two thousand troops. 

On the Ist of December, 1778, the term of one year, for 
which the President of the Council was chosen, expired, and 
George Bryan was relieved of the duties of that office by the 
election of a successor, though he was himself re-elected 
Vice-President, and continued to hold that office until the 
11th of October, 1779, when he resigned. 

George Bryan was born in 1731, in Dublin, Ireland. Ile 
was the eldest son, and in early life emigrated to America, 
settling in Philadelphia. He was at‘first engaged in mercan- 
tile pursuits, in which he was unsuccessful. Ile was early 
employed in the public service, having been a member of 
the Colonial Congress which met in New York in 1765, and 
repeatedly a member of the Assembly under the Proprietary 
Government. After that was at an end, he served in the 
Supreme Executive Council for three years, the maximum 
period in seven permitted by the organic law, as Vice-Presi- 
dent, and a part of that time as acting President of the 
Council. Soon after retiring from this office he was elected 
a member of the Assembly, where he at once took a leading 
part. He was a sincere patriot, and, by voice and vote, gave 
his powerful support to the popular cause. It was at a time 
when the most vigilant and ceaseless care was requisite to 
maintain the new Government, both State and National, in 
their struggle with one of the leading powers of the earth; 
but his was a nature that could not be exclusively absorbed 
by the ordinary duties of the hour. THis heart was full of 
sympathy for the weak, the lowly, and the suffering of every 
class; and while he was active in resisting tyranny from 
abroad, he was equally interested to remove every vestige of 
oppression at home. Frequent attempts had been made to 
put an end to African slavery in the Colony, but none had 
hitherto been successful. In his message to the Assembly of - 
the 9th of November, 1778, as acting President of the Council, 
in calling attention to this subject, he said: “This, or some 
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better scheme, would tend to abrogate slavery, the opprobritim 
of America, from among us; and no period seems more 
happy for the attempt than the present, as the number of 
such unhappy characters, ever few in Pennsylvania, has 
been much reduced by the practices and plunder of our late 
invaders. In divesting the State of slaves, you will equally 
serve the cause of humanity and policy, and offer to God one 
of the most proper and best returns of gratitude for His great 
deliverance of us and our posterity from thraldom; you will 
also set your character for justice and benevolence in the 
true point of view to all urope, who are astonished to see a 
people eager for liberty holding negroes in bondage.” 

Being now a member of the popular branch of the Govern- 
ment, where it was held that such measures should properly 
originate, he carly matured and brought forward a bill, 
which, after setting forth in touching terms the wrongfulness 
of slavery, provided that, no child born thereafter in Penn- 
sylvania of slave parents should be a slave, but a servant 
until the age of twenty-eight years, when all claim for 
further service should cease; that all slaves should be imme- 
diately registercd, and unless so registered, should be deemed 
free; and that slaves should be tried as other persons, and if 
eapitally punished, the master should be paid from the public 
treasury. ‘It was passed,” says Westcott, “on second 
reading by a vote of forty yeas to eighteen nays; and, upon 
third reading, on the Ist of March, 1780, by thirty-four yeas 
to eighteen nays.” Thus by a law, simple in its operations, 
with little inconvenience to any, was a great act of justice 
consummated, striking with withering effect at the roots of a 
great social evil, and securing a perpetual blessing in its far- 
reaching consequences. ‘There is-very little doubt,” says 
the authority above quoted, “ but that George Bryan deserves 
the credit of originating, and finally of urging this humane 
measure to a successful vote. Ife was aided by others, but 
he seemed to make the passage of the law his especial care.” 

In 1780, he was appointed a judge of the Supreme Court 
of the State, which office he held for eleven years, and until 
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his death, discharging its duties with ability and fidelity. In 
1784 he was chosen one of the Council of Censors, of which 
body he was a leading member. Ile died on the 27th of 
January, 1791, aged sixty years. Ilis remains were interred 
in the burying-ground of the Second Presbyterian church, 
Arch Street near Fifth. 

Of his character and attainments, Dr. Ewing, Provost of 
the University, in a discourse delivered upon the occasion of 
his death, said: ‘“‘ As formed by nature for a close application 
to study, and animated with an ardent thirst for knowledge, 
and blest with a memory surprisingly tenacious, and the 
uncommon attendant, a clear, penetrating, and decisive judg- 
ment, his mind was the storehouse of extensive information 
on a great varicty of subjects. Thus endowed and qualified, 
he was able, on most occasions, to avail himself of the labors 
and acquisitions, the researches and decisions of the most 
distinguished luminaries that had finished their course and set 
before him. You could, therefore, with confidence, generally 
depend upon his judgment as the last result of laborious in- 
vestigation and mature decision. And if you add to these 
natural and acquired endowments the moral virtues and 
dispositions of his heart, his benevolence and sympathy with the 
distressed, his unaffected humility and easiness of access upon 
all occasions, his readiness to forgive, and his godlike superi- 
ority to the injuries of a misjudging world (in imitation of 
his divine Master, who, when he was reviled, reviled not 
again), his inflexible integrity in the administration of justice, 
together with his exalted contempt of both the frowns and 
the blandishments of the world, you will find him eminently 
qualified for the faithful and honorable discharge of the 
various public offices which he filled, with dignity and repu- 
tation, even in the worst of times, and in the midst of a 
‘torrent of unmerited obloquy and opposition. Such an 
assemblage of unusual qualifications and virtues as adorned 
the character of our departed friend, but seldom unite ina 
single man.” 
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JOSEPH REED, 


PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 
December 1, 1778, to October 8, 1781. 


HE election of officers of the Council for a third Con- 
stitutional term of one year, resulted in the choice of 
Joseph Reed, President, and George Bryan, Vice President. 
The latter resigned on the 11th of October, 1779, and was 
succeeded by Matthew Smith, who, however, retained the 
office but eleven days, when William Moore was elected, and 
continued to discharge the duties until the close of the term. 
President Reed had, previously, been an officer in the Ameri- 
can army, and intimately associated with Washington, and 
while at the head of the Council was largely employed in 
devising legislation for the support and ultimate triumph of 
the American cause. ILence the recital of the chief incidents 
of his life is, in a good degree, the history of the Colony as it 
stands related to the nation. 

Joseph Reed was born at Trenton, New Jersey, on the 27th 
of August, 1741. Tle was the son of Andrew Reed and 
Theodosia Bowers, and was of Scotch-Irish descent. Soon 
after the birth of their son they removed to Philadelphia, 
where they remained for some eleven years, when they re- 
turned to Trenton. The son’s early education was obtained 
at the Philadelphia Academy, later at Princeton, where he 
took his Bachelor’s degree in 1757, at the age of sixteen. He 
chose the law as his profession, and prosecuted its study with 
Richard Stockton, an eminent lawyer of New Jersey, after- 
wards a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and in 
May, 1763, was admitted to the bar. Unlike many young 


men of the present time, who are eager to succeed to an early 
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practice, regardless of the preparation by which it shall be 
sustained, he sought, by the most elaborate fundamental 
studies, to prepare himself to take a leading rank when he 
should finally become established in it, and in the early sum- 
mer of that year embarked for England, where he entered as 
a student in the Middle Temple, remaining for nearly two 
years. It was the period when the excitement incident to 
the passage of the Stamp Act prevailed, in which Americans 
residing in England could not fail to be deeply absorbed. 
Upon his return, he commenced the practice of the law with 
flattering success. 

Early in 1770 Mr. Reed again visited England, and in May 
of that year was married in London, to Esther, daughter of 
Dennis De Bert, the former agent of Massachusetts Bay at 
the Court of St. James. In October he returned to America, 
and on his arrival took up his residence in the city of Phila- 
delphia, where he resumed the practice of his profession. In 
the popular movements in Pennsylvania, in common with 
the other Colonies, connected with the Duty on Tea, and sub- 
sequently with the Boston Port Bill, he tool an active part. 
H[e was also the confidential correspondent of Lord Dart- 
‘mouth, then Colonial secretary, and strove most anxiously to 
persuade the Ministry to measures of moderation. In 1774 
he was appointed a member of the Committee of Correspond- 
ence for Philadelphia, and in January of the following year, 
was president of the second Provincial Convention. 

At the opening of hostilities, and the appointment of 
Washington to the chief command of the American forces, 
Reed hastened to his support, and was immediately made a 
member of his military family. Irving, in his Life of Wash- 
ington, gives the following account of his reception at head- 
quarters: “The member of Washington’s family most de- 
serving of mention at present, was his secretary, Mr. Joseph 
Reed. With this gentleman he had formed an intimacy in 
the course of his visits to Philadelphia, to attend the sessions 
of the Continental Congress. Mr. Reed was an accomplished 
man, had studied law in America, and at the Temple in Lon- 
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don, and had gained a high reputation at the Philadelphia 
Bar. In the dawning of the Revolution, he had embraced 
the popular cause, and carried on a correspondence with the 
Earl of Dartmouth, endeavoring to enlighten the minister en 
the subject of Colonial affairs. He had since been highly in- 
strumental in rousing Philadelphians to codperate with the 
patriots of Boston. A sympathy of views and feelings had 
attached him to Washington, and induced him to. accompany 
him to camp. He had no definite purpose when he left home, 
and his friends in Philadelphia were surprised, on receiving 
a letter from him written from Cambridge, to find that he 
had accepted the post of secretary to the Commander-in-chief. 
They expostulated with him by letter. That a man in the 
thirty-fifth year of his age, with a lucrative profession, a young 
wife and growing family, and a happy home, should suddenly 
abandon all to join the hazardous fortunes of the Revolution- 
ary camp, appeared to them the height of infatuation. They 
remonstrated on the peril of the step. ‘I have no inclina- 
tion,’ replied Reed, ‘to be hanged for half treason. When 
a subject draws his sword against his prince, he must cut his 
way through, if he means to sit down in safety. I have 
taken too active a part in what may be called the civil part 
of opposition, to renounce, without disgrace, the public cause 
when it seems to lead to danger; and have a most sovereign 
contempt for the man who can plan measures he has not the 
spirit to execute!’ Washington has occasionally been repre- 
sented as cold and reserved; yet his intercourse with Mr. 
Reed is a proof to the contrary. His friendship towards him 
was frank and cordial, and the confidence he reposed in him 
full and implicit. Reed in fact became, in a little time, the 
intimate companion of his thoughts, his bosom counsellor. 
He felt the need of such a friend in the present exigency, 
placed as he was in a new and untried situation, and having 
to act with persons hitherto unknown to him. In military 
matters, it is true, he had a shrewd counsellor in General Lee; 
but Lee was a wayward character, a cosmopolite, without at- 
tachment to country, somewhat splenetic, and prone to follow 
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the bent of his whims and humors, which often clashed with 
propriety and sound policy. Reed, on the contrary, though 
less informed on military matters, had a strong common sense, 
—unclouded by passion or prejudice, and a pure patriotism, 
which regarded everything as it bore upon the welfare of his 
country.” * 

He at first acted as the military secretary of the Com- 
mander-in-chief, having been assigned to that duty on the 4th 
of July, 1775. Skilled in the orderly and methodical trans- 
action of business, and being a ready writer, there is no doubt 
that the opening of books of record, preparing forms, direct- 
mg correspondence, composing legal and state papers, and 
establishing the general rules and etiquette of head-quarters, 
ean be principally traced to him. In October, on account of 
the pressure of private business, he returned to Philadelphia, 
and on the 26th of January, though he was at the time acting 
as Chairman of the Committee of Safety, he was chosen a 
member of the Assembly, to take the place made vacant by 
the resignation of Mifflin. Upon the recommendation of 
General Washington, he was appointed by Congress, Adjutant 
General of the Army in June of this year, assuming its duties 
on the 16th. It was while acting in this capacity that Lord 
Howe and his brother, General Howe, who had just been 
assigned to the command of the British Army and Navy in 
America, loudly trumpeted their mission as one of peace, 
declaring themselves clothed with authority by their govern- 
ment to treat with the Americans. Under flag of truce they 
sent a communication to Washington, addressed to George 
Washington, Esq. Reed was sent to meet the officer bearing 
it. On looking at the address he declined to receive it, as 
Washington in his private capacity had no right to hold com- 
munication with the enemy. His action was approved by the 
General, by Congress, and the whole country, and no addi- 
tions of &., and &c., which the British commanders appended, 
could move the determination of Washington, as these officers 
well knew his military rank. 


* Irving’s Washington, Vol. II. p. 14. 
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The: affairs in the American Army since its arrival in New 
York, had been gloomy and depressing in the extreme. A 
series of disasters and retreats had cast a gloom over the 
service and the whole country. In no breast was this more 
painfully felt than in that of Reed. Karnestly hoping and 
longing for success, and more prosperous days, and seeing 
only disaster follow disaster, he became distrustful, not of the 
capacity or the devotion of General Washington, but of a lack 
of decision in the midst of divided counsels, and in a letter 
to Lee, whose daring was proverbial, he indulged in expres- 
sions disparaging to the former, and highly complimentary 
to the latter, and signified a wish that Lee might be placed 
in chief command. Lee answered this letter, and in replying 
to this part of it plainly reflected the sentiments of Reed. 
The reply came in Reed’s absence, and, being in official 
form, was opened by Washington. Ata glance he saw that 
a feeling of distrust was entertained by his Adjutant General. 
It occasioned a coolness on the part of Washington towards 
Reed, for a time, where before had been the most intimate 
and confiding friendship. ‘There is little doubt that the criti- 
cism was just, and that Washington recognized it as such; for 
he soon after manifested a marked change, exhibiting a much 
greater degree of daring and dash than ever before. The 
only complaint that Washington was disposed to make, was 
that Reed did not unbosom himself directly to him. In this 
Reed felt that he had been indiscreet, a fault that he had been 
led into by his earnest anxiety for a more marked success for 
the American arms, and wrote in the most open-hearted terms 
to Washington, in which he said, “‘ Whatever may be my 
future destination and course of life, I could not support the 
reflection of being thought ungrateful and insincere to a 
friendship which was equally my pride and my pleasure.” 
The heart of Washington was touched, and the reconciliation 
was sincere and lasting. 

After crossing the Hudson, and while retreating through 
New Jersey before the victorious columns of Howe, the con- 
dition of American affairs was most dispiriting. "Washington 
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dispatched Reed to Burlington, with a letter to Governor 
Livingston of New Jersey, entreating him to call out the 
militia, and Mifflin was sent on a similar errand to Philadel- 
phia. .The two armies were now approaching territory with 
which Reed was perfectly familiar, being the section of his 
birth, and he was able to give most valuable topographical 
information. Before departing from camp on the mission to 
the Governor of New Jersey, he had communicated his in- 
tention to Washington of resigning his place as Adjutant 
General, and while at Burlington he sent his commission to 
the President of Congress, designing, however, to remain at 
headquarters as a volunteer aid; but upon receiving an urgent 
appeal from Washington at midnight of December Ist, for 
him to withhold his resignation, he dispatched a messenger to 
recall the commission, which was effected. 

While Washington was moving upon Trenton, Reed was 
left with Cadwalader, with orders to cross and coéperate with 
his chief. The current of the river and the floating ice, pre- 
vented the main body from passing; but Reed with two or 
three companions suceeeded in getting over, and by his activity 
kept the Commander well informed of the position and num- 
bers of the enemy, and gave most excellent and urgent advice 
in the movements upon Princeton. 

Recognizing Reed’s enterprise, skill, and daring in the 
management of affairs, and being now apprised of his deter- 
mination to resign the office of Adjutant General, Washington 
was desirous of securing his services as leader of cavalry. 
In a communication addressed, on 27th of January, 1777, to 
Congress, recommending the appointment of Brigadier Gen- 
erals, he says: ‘I shall also beg leave to recommend Colonel 
Reed to the command of the horse, as a person in my opinion 
in every way qualified; for he is extremely active and enter- 
prising, many signal proofs of which he has given during this 
campaign.” In compliance with this recommendation, Con- 
gress elected him a Brigadier, and Washington in communi- 
eating the fact to him, said: “ Congress having empowered 
me by a resolve, transmitted this morning, to assign one of 
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the generals already appointed to the command of the light 
horse, I mean that you should act in that line, if agreeable to 
you, and I wish you in that case to repair to camp as soon as 
you can.” Two weeks later, on the 14th of June, finding 
that Reed hesitated, he again wrote, saying: “I sincerely 
wish that you may accept the appointment of Congress, and 
the post I am desirous of placing you in.” Notwithstanding 
these repeated solicitations of the Commander-in-chief, he 
felt obliged, for private reasons, to decline the appointment, 
though he decided to attach himself to Washington as a vol- 
unteer aid without rank or pay. Previous to the action of 
Congress in making him a General, on the 20th of March, 
1777, the Supreme Executive Council had unanimously ap- 
pointed him the first Chief Justice of the Colony under the 
new Constitution; but this office, though the most dignified 
and honorable in the Colony, and one for which his previous 
training had well fitted him, he also declined. On the 14th of 
September following, the Assembly elected him a delegate to 
Congress, in place of Jonathan B. Smith, who had resigned. 

On the 10th of December, not having yet taken his seat in 
that body, a 1ew election was held, at which he was again 
chosen. On the 25th of November, Congress appointed him 
a Commissioner of Indian Affairs, but that position was like- 
wise declined. arly in 1778, Congress, desirous of availing 
itself of his knowledge and aptness in military affairs, made 
him one of a committee to visit camp, for conference with 
Washington respecting the management of the ensuing cam- 
paign, and to concert measures for the greatest efliciency of the 
army. Of this committee, Reed was chairman. 

At the State election held in October he was chosen a 
member of the Assembly by the city, and a member of the 
Council by the County of Philadelphia, the former of which 
offices he declined. In December he was unanimously elected 
in joint ballot, President of the Supreme Executive Council, 
and was continued for three years; and this office he accepted, 
entering at once upon the discharge of its duties. Near the 
close of his predecessor’s term, the abolition of slavery in Penn- 
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sylvania had been the subject of discussion. For the consum- 
mation of this just and humane provision, he felt the deepest 
solicitude. In one of his early messages to the Assembly, he 
said; “ We would also again bring into your view a plan for 
the gradual abolition of slavery, so disgraceful to any people, 
and more especially to those who have been contending in 
the great cause of liberty themselves, and upon whom Provi- 
dence has bestowed such eminent marks of its favor and pro- 
tection. We think we are loudly called on to evince our. 
gratitude, in making our fellowmen joint heirs with us in the 
same inestimable blessings, under such restrictions and regu- 
lations as will not injure the community, and will impercep- 
tibly enable them to relish and improve the station to which 
they will be advanced. Honored will that State be, in the 
annals of history, which shall first abolish this violation of 
the rights of mankind, and the memories of those will be 
held in grateful and everlasting remembrance, who shall pass 
the law to restore and establish the rights of human nature 
in Pennsylvania.” * The great act of justice for which he so 
earnestly pleads in this passage of his message, he had the 
satisfaction of seeing become a law during his administration. 

The new Constitution of 1776 had, from the day of its in- 
auguration, encountered strong opposition. The party sup- 
porting it were, in general, the friends of Congress, and of 
Independence. Its opponents favored conciliation with the 
Crown, and a return to the Proprietary Government. So 
strong had the opposition to this instrument become, as 
evinced by petitions for its revisal, that the Assembly of 1778 
ordered that the question of revisal be submitted to a popular 
vote. As the time approached for applying this test, the 
friends of the Constitution, who were especially strong in 
Philadelphia, manifested their disapproval of the measure 
by numerously signed remonstrances. It was held to be par- 
ticularly impolitic to open questions of state policy, and thus 
awaken the acrimony of party spirit, while the struggle for 
independence was yet undecided. These remonstrances had 


* Memoirs of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Vol. I. p. 406. 
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such weight with the Assembly as to induce it to repeal the 
act for taking the popular voice, and the constitution was 
permitted to remain unaltered until long after the War for 
Independence was ended, and a stable government for the 
nation had been established. 

Benedict Arnold, who had been assigned to military com- 
mand in Philadelphia, by General Washington, immediately 
after its evacuation by the British, early in the summer of 
1778, had, by his alleged violations of official duty, fallen 
under the displeasure of the council, which brought charges 
against him that were presented to Congress. It appears that 
Arnold, on assuming command in the city, had set up a style 
of living of unprecedented extravagance. Ile rented the 
house of Richard Penn, which had been the headquarters of 
Sir William ILowe, and was afterwards occupied by General 
"Washington, during his Presidency. Ie kept liveried ser- 
vants, anda coach and four. He married for his second wife, 
Margaret Shippen, the youthful and accomplished daugliter 
of Edward Shippen, afterwards Chief Justice of the State, and 
a Tory. To support his extravagant way of life, his salary as 
an oflicer was entirely insufficient. To secure the requisite 
means he had prostituted his official position. Having closed 
all places of business in the city, he allowed his minions to 
trade, charging exorbitant prices, the profits of which he 
shared. Ife employed the transportation of the army for 
private uses; and in sundry ways defeated the ends of justice, 
thereby securing his own advantage. Upon these and other 
charges Arnold demanded a court-martial, which was ac- 
corded; and after many delays, he was tried, found guilty of 
a part, and sentenced to be reprimanded by the Commander- 
in-chief. This result exasperated Arnold, whose temper had 
been previously soured by his failure to obtain large sums of 
money from Congress, in payment of expenses incurred in 
the Canada campaign. He accordingly resigned his ecommis- 
sion, and immediately commenced a correspondence with 
officers in the British army, with the purpose, undoubtedly, 
of having his revenge. Major André, with whom he subse- 
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quently planned his treachery for the surrender of the sirong- 
hold at West Point, had, during the winter that the British 
occupied Philadelphia, been on intimate terms with Miss 
Shippen, whom Arnold married, and through him the cor- 
respondence was opened. Thus can be traced the ruin of 
Arnold —a name at the mention of which every breast is 
filled with loathing—to a luxurious and extravagant way 
of life, a cause which has brought many a man since to 
destruction. 

In the prosecution of the charges against Arnold, Reed, as 
President of the Council, took an active part, and conse- 
quently incurred the odium of the friends of the traitor. 
Actuated by revengeful feelings, charges were brought against 
Reed of having been approached by emissaries of the British 
Government, with the offer of a bribe, to use his influence 
for a reconciliation with the mother country; and the con- 
versation of Mrs. Ferguson, through whom the proposition 
had been conveyed, with the Agent of the Crown, was pub- 
lished. The history of this event is well known. 

In February, 1778, Lord North, the British Premier, pro- 
posed the total abolition of all taxes, of whatever kind, of 
which the Americans had complained, and the appointment 
of Commissioners to negotiate terms of peace. Grown sick 
of war, vastly expensive in blood and treasure, the English 
people demanded this policy. It prevailed; and Karl Carlisle, 
George Johnstone, and William Eden, were accordingly ap- 
pointed. As they were only empowered to forgive past 
offences, and conclude peace upon the old basis of Colonial 
dependence upon the British Crown, Congress refused to 
listen to them, asserting that the Americans had done nothing 
that needed forgiveness, that they would listen to no terms 
while British armies remained on Colonial soil and indepen- 
dence of British rule was denied. Finding that no negotia- 
tions of a public nature could be engaged in, the bribing of 
men high in the service of the nation was attempted. John- 
stone had been the bearer of private Ictters to Reed from his 


brother-in-law, De Bert, in England, and Reed had, out of 
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politeness, sent the bearer a letter of thanks, showing his 
missive to Washington, and having the latter’s approval before 
sending it. Presuming upon this act of civility, Johnstone, 
in a conversation with Mrs. Ferguson upon the horrors of the 
conflict, expressed his desire to engage Reed in securing a 
pacification, and that if he consented, ten thousand guineas, 
and the best office in the Province, would be at his disposal. 
This he desired Mrs. Ferguson would communicate to Reed. 
The reply of the latter, on hearing this disgraceful proposition, 
was worthy of the noblest patriotism. ‘“ My ifluence is but 
small; bul were it as great as Governor Johnstone would insin- 
uate, the King of Great Britain has nothing in his gift that would 
tempt me.” 

Upon the return of the loyal inhabitants to the city of 
Philadelphia, after the departure of the enemy, the feeling 
against the Tories, who had remained aiding and abetting 
them, was very bitter, and many prosecutions for treason were 
commenced. The action of the committee who had been ap- 
‘pointed to conduct these proceedings, was not so summary as 
the populace desired, and the feeling of the militia, princi- 
pally that of the privates, was wrought to such a pitch that 
acts of violence were attempted against some of the most es- 
teemed citizens; especially those lawyers who had defended 
the Tories in court, embracing such men as Robert Morris, 
and James Wilson, a signer of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. To elude the rioters, many took refuge in Wilson’s 
house. The rabble in passing fired upon it, and shots were 
given in return, by which one was killed and several wounded. 
In the midst of these proceedings the President, mounted, 
appeared with a squadron of the City Troop, and dispersed 
the rioters, taking some of the leaders into custody. 

The Academy and College of Philadelphia was a subject 
of legislation during this administration. The Provost, Dr. 
Smith, and some of the Professors and trustees, were believed 
to be hostile to Independence. The charter required an oath 
of allegiance to the King of Great Britain. By act of the 
trustees, of the 14th of June, 1764, it was alleged that they 
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had “departed from the plan of the original founders, and 
narrowed the foundation of the said institution.” After due 
inquiry into the facts by a committee appointed for the pur- 
pose, an act was passed on the 27th of November, 1779, abro- 
gating its former charter, removing its instructors and officers, 
and vesting its property in a new board, granting an endow- 
ment from confiscated estates, yielding an annual income ot 
fifteen thousand pounds. The new board of trustees was 
composed of three classes, ex-officio members to the number 
of six, a like number of clergymen of as many different de- 
nominations, and thirteen citizens selected on account of their 
devotion to liberal learning. The name of the institution 
was changed to that of the “ University of the State of Penn- 
sylvania.” 

At the urgent request of Washington, President Reed was 
invested, in 1780, with extraordinary powers. The want of 
energy in the action of the several State governments in sup- 
plying troops and the means of prosecuting the war in emer- 
gencies prompted to this action. In writing to Reed upon 
this subject, Washington said: ‘ This is a decisive moment; 
one of the most, I will go further, and say, the most important 
America has seen. The Court of France has made a glorious 
effort for our deliverance, and if we disappoint its intentions 
by our supineness, we must become contemptible in the eyes 
of all mankind, nor can we after that venture to confide that 
our allies will persist in an attempt to establish what, it will 
appear, we want inclination or ability to assist them in.” 

The extraordinary authority bestowed was wisely and pru- 
dently exercised. Indeed, the influence of the President with 
the militia was all-powerful. For, when, in the winter of 
1780, the soldiers of the Pennsylvania line under General 
Wayne, poorly clothed, badly fed, and worse paid, kept be- 
yond their period of enlistment by a most disingenuous in- 
terpretation of language,* revolted and commenced the 
march under non-commissioned officers with arms in their 

* “For three years or the war,” was interpreted to mean as much longer than 


three years as the war should last, whereas three years was clearly intended as 
the maxirium term, 
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hands to Philadelphia, to demand redress from Congress, and 
it was told to them that President Reed was on his way to 
meet them, they halted in their mad course, and received 
him with tokens of the utmost respect and veneration. 
Terms of pacification were speedily arranged by which those 
entitled to discharge were relieved, and the remainder re- 
turned to duty. 

Just previous to the arrival of the President, two emissaries 
of the enemy came post-haste to the’ disaffected soldiers, hold- 
ing out strong inducements for continuing the revolt. The 
mutineers spurned to listen, and handed them over to the 
American officers as spies, by whom they were tried and exe- 
cuted at the next cross-roads. The two sergeants who had 
arrested them were offered a reward of fifty guineas; but 
they would not accept it, alleging that they had acted under 
the orders of the Board of Sergeants in command. A hun- 
dred guineas were then offered the latter. Their answer was 
wortiiy of Spartan virtue: “ It was not for the sake, or through 
any expectation of reward, but for the love of our country, 
that we sent the spies immediately to General Wayne; we 
therefore do not consider ourselves entitled to any other re- 
ward but the love of our country, and do jointly agree to 
accept of no other.” 

When President Reed approached the mutineers, he was 
uncertain in what temper they might be. It was deemed im- 
prudent for him to go among them, lest in their exasperated 
state of mind some indiscreet ones should do him violence. 
But he determined to trust himself implicitly among them, 
and wrote to the Executive Council: “TI have but one life to 
lose, and my country has the first claim to it.” We after- 
wards took the field in person, at the head of a body of militia 
called out for special service. The camp was established at 
Trenton, and here he carefully organized and trained the row 
recruits with the patience and industry of a subaltern. 

At the expiration of his term of office as President of the 
Council, he resumed the practice of the law in Philadelphia. 


Among the causes in which he was concerned at this period 
9 
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was one in the decision of which the State of Pennsylvania 
was deeply interested. The State of Connecticut had long 
before laid claim to a vast section of land known as the 
Wyoming Territory, and had sent emigrants to settle it. 
Frequent attempts had been made to drive these settlers out 
by force, as well as by peaceful arbitration, which had proved 
unavailing. Congress now appointed a commission, of which 
Reed was one, to make a final decision. The commission 
met at Trenton. The argument of Reed occupied six hours 
in its delivery, and was an exhaustive and masterly statement 
of the case. The result was a decision in favor of Pennsyl- 
vania, thus preserving the territory as acquired by Penn, intact. 

Soon after Mr. eed’s retirement from the Presidency, his 
wife, a most estimable woman, was removed by death. Mer 
loss was deeply felt, and it was not long before his own system 
began to give tiasoiie of decay. ILe visited England, hoping 
that a sea-voyage and change of scene and climate might 
restore him to soundness; but he found little rehef, and after 
an absence of a few months he returned in September, 1784. 
In the November following, he was chosen a member of Con- 
gress, ‘but he never took his seat. The disease which had 
fastened upon him, pursued him still, and after a painful ill- 
ness of two months, he breathed his last on the 5th of March, 
1785, at the early age of forty-four, literall y worn out in the 
service of his country. 

Mr. Reed’s mind was one of remarkable activity and power. 
His scholarly attainments, his acuteness of perception, and 
his kind and affable manners fitted him for great usefulness 
in the way of life which he was called to tread. The high 
estimate which Washington placed upon his capacity, and his 
devotion to the cause of his country, is seen in the selection 
of him to lead the cavalry in one of the most active and try- 
ing periods of the American war, and the repeated solicita- 
tions for him to accept the position. At his dying hour he 
said: “ My situation in life has made me an object of much 
envy, calumny, and reproach; I, therefore, on this solemn 
occasion, declare that any charge of infidelity to my country, 
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correspondence with the enemy, injustice to the state or indi- 
viduals, which has been made against me, is false.” A life 
so devoted to the service of his country, from its opening to 
its closing scenes, will be little affected by the voice of detrac- 
tion, and the best answer to the cavils of the traducer is the 
great life-work that he accomplished, which we have endea- 
vored briefly to sketch. 
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WILLIAM MOORE, 


PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 
November 14, 1781, to October 8, 1782. 


\ ILLIAM MOORE, who, from the 18th of October, 1779, 
Y had been Vice-President of the Council, was unani- 
mously elected President to sueceed Joseph Reed. He had 
been a merchant, and was a man of great energy of charac- 
ter, possessing the warm regard and confidence of his fellow- 
citizens. Je was an active and steadfast patriot, and at that 
period in the progress of the Revolutionary War, when many 
were despondent and would have gladly given up the contest, 
such a man as he was needed at the helm of State to inspire 
confidence and preserve the public integrity. 

The period just previous to that during which Mr. Moore 
was Governor was one of great monctary distress. The war 
had been a long and wasting one, and the colonists, when 
compared with the nations of Continental Europe, were very 
poor. Bills of credit had been issued to such an enormous 
extent that they had depreciated far beyond any known pre- 
cedent. There appears on the minutes of the Council of 
November 20, 1780, a record of settlement of William 
Moore’s salary for one year as Vice-President, that illustrates 
the extent to which at that time the currency had been 
reduced. It is as follows: “Dr. The State of Pennsylvania 
with Honorable William Moore, Esq. To amount of one 
year’s salary, at £600 per annum, or 1200 bushels of wheat 
at £20 Continental, £24,000.”* Then follow payments at 
- various dates of sundry sums to the amount of £13,000, and 
a record of an order drawn at that date for the balance of 
£11,000. Thus had the moderate salary of £600 a year 


* Pennsylvania Archives, Vol. III. pp. 511-12. 
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grown to the enormous one of £24,000 by a very simple 
method. The authorities were sadly in arrears in paying 
even in this almost worthless medium. The troops were in 
some cases In open mutiny, and the army seemed on the eve 
of breaking up. At this juncture Robert Morris, a merchant 
of Philadelphia, and one of the foremost of the patriots, a 
friend and associate of Moore, was appointed by Congress 
Secretary of Finance, and was placed at the head of the first 
National Bank established in the United States. It was 
known as the Bank of North America, and was located in 
Philadelphia. Through the skilful management of Morris, 
aided by wealthy citizens of Pennsylvania, the credit of the 
country was revived, and the war was brought to a successful 
issue. In the winter of 1776, when the time of the militia 
from several of the States had expired, and they were about 
to disband, Washington induced them to remain in the field 
by the offer of a bounty. The day of re-enlistment was 
drawing near, and the Commander-in-chief was without the 
money necessary to mect his bounty engagement. It was 
useless to apply to Congress, for it had no funds. In this 
emergency Washington made an urgent appeal to Robert 
Morris. The sum needed was large, and it must be in specie. 
Morris is represented as leaving his counting-house in a 
depressed spirit,.unusual to him. On his way he met a 
wealthy Quaker, to whom he made known his wants. ‘ Rob- 
ert, what security canst thou give!” asked the Quaker. “ My 
note and my honor,” promptly replied Morris. ‘“ Thou shalt 
have it,’ was the answer; and the next morning Morris 
wrote to Washington: ‘I was up early this morning to dis- 
patch a supply of fifty thousand dollars to your Ixcellency. 
It gives me great pleasure that you have engaged the troops 
to continue; and if further occasional supplies of money are 
necessary, you may depend on my exertions either in a public 
or private capacity.” * It was thus that Pennsylvania in every 
stage of the war aided the patriot cause, not only by sending 
her soldiers to the field, but by furnishing the sinews of war. 


* Lossing’s Field Book of the Revolution, Vol. II. p. 25. 
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Before the year for which Governor Moore was elected 
President had expired, the period of three years during 
which he had been a Councillor was at an end, and he was 
obliged, on account of the limitation fixed by the Constitu- 
tion, to retire, and hence could not be a candidate for re- 
election. In February, 1784, he was elected a director of 
the Bank of Pennsylvania, and in July of that year we find 
him acting as chairman of a mecting of citizens of Philadel- 
phia, convened to take measures for placing the public debts 
upon a permanent foundation. In October following, he was 
elected a member of the Assembly from Philadelphia. We 
died in 1793. 

Mr. Moore married Sarah, daughter of Thomas Lloyd — 
the other daughter of Mr. Lloyd, Susanna, having married 
Thomas Wharton, Jr., first President of the Council. The 
father of Mr. Lloyd was Vice-President of the Council 
under William Penn, and is said to have traced his ancestry 
back to Mirick or Meirig, Prince of Demeca, born 4. p. 490. 
Three children were the issue of this marriage. A son, 
Colonel Thomas Lloyd Moore, is described by Griswold, in 
his American Court, as ‘a military gentleman well known in 
the gay world of that day.” Ile enjoyed the friendship and 
social intimacy of the family of President Washington. 
He married Sarah Stamper, and their only daughter, Eliza, 
became the consort of Richard Willing, of Philadelphia, a 
family which figured largely in the best society of that day. 
Elizabeth, the only daughter of President Moore, married 
the Marquis de Marbois, French Charge d’ Affaires for a period 
of six years to the United States, and who negotiated the 
treaty for the cession of Louisiana. Their only child, Marie 
‘Ann Sophie, married the Duke de Plaisance, son of Le Brun, 
one of Napoleon’s colleagues in the Consulate. They resided 
for a time in Greece, where the Duchess, who survived her 
husband, died intestate, and a large estate, after a suit in the 
French courts, was decreed to the heirs of Richard and Eliza 
Willing. President Moore’s third child was Robert Kearney 
Moore. 
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JOHN DICKINSON, 


PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 
November 7, 1782, to October 18, 1785. 


OHN DICKINSON, the fourth President of the Council, 
was born in Maryland, on the 18th of November, 1732. 
His father, Samuel Dickinson, was a man of considerable 
fortune, possessed of a strong mind and liberal views. He 
sent his two eldest sons, by a first marriage, to England to 
be educated, who both died before completing their studies. 
For his second wife he married Mary Cadwalader, descended 
from one of the earliest settlers in Pennsylvania. Of this 
marriage, John, the subject of this sketch, was the eldest- 
born. Sorrowful at the early death of his two children 
in a foreign land, the father deterrnined that this one should 
be educated in the Colonies, and he was placed under the 
tuition of an eminent scholar, Mr. Kilen, subsequently Chan- 
cellor of the State. A few years after the son’s birth, the 
father removed to his estate in Dover, Delaware, where he 
became the first judge of the Court of Common Pleas. 
Having completed his academic course, he commenced the 
reading of the law in the office of John Mowland, Esq., of 
Philadelphia, and afterwards visited England, where for three 
years he prosecuted his legal studies in the Temple with 
great assiduity and singular profit. Well grounded in the 
elements of his chosen profession, and thoroughly imbued 
with its spirit, he returned to America, and commenced its 
practice in the city of Philadelphia, at once taking rank as 
one of the most erudite and scholarly members of a bar 


which at that early day had become renowned. 
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Native dignity and worth, aided by careful culture, made 
him a fit instrument in fashioning the civil polity of a new 
and rising State, and fortune favored his transfer from the 
arena of the law to the broader field of statesmanship. In 
1764 he was chosen a member of the Colonial Assembly. 
For several years previous, a bitter controversy had been in 
progress between the Proprietors and the Assembly respect- 
ing the taxing of the Proprietary estates. The former 
claimed exemption, while the latter as resolutely asserted the 
right to tax. No money bill could be passed without the 
assent of the Deputy Governor, and he being subservient to 
the Proprietors, legislation was often at a stand-still, while 
the most violent controversies were maintained. So vexa- 
tious had these delays finally become, that the Assembly had 
decided to appeal to the Crown to take the Colony under its 
immediate control. Dickinson, upon his entrance into the 
Assembly, opposed this change, as being likely to involve 
the Colony in greater evils than those of which complaint 
was made; and when it was proposed to send Dr. Franklin 
as the agent of the Assembly to England, to represent their 
cause at court, Dickinson objected to his appointment, on the 
ground of his being a warm partisan of the project. But 
the troubles were of so long standing, and there being no 
prospect of improvement, the resolution asking the change 
was carried, and Franklin was appointed. The conservative 
tendency of Mr. Dickinson’s mind was clearly manifested in 
the debates upon these measures, and that tendency he pre- 
served to the close of a life singularly devoted to weighty 
cares and responsibilities. 

The fecling of opposition to the passage of the famous 
Stamp Act in the following year called forth vigorous 
remonstrances against it from nearly all the Colonies, 
and a@ proposition for a Congress of delegates to concert 
measures for opposing it. To this Congress, which met at 
New York in October, Messrs. Dickinson, Fox, Bryan, and 
Morton were appointed delegates from Pennsylvania, and 
full instructions were given by the Assembly for their 
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guidance. They were to assert the constitutional rights of 
the Colony firmly, but were enjoined ‘to frame their ad- 
dresses in respectful terms.” Their instructions are concluded 
in the following strain: “‘ That the Assembly deem it their 
duty thus firmly to assert, with modesty and decency, their 
inherent rights, that posterity may learn that it was not by 
their consent that taxes should be levied upon them by others 
than their representatives; and that these resolves might 
bear testimony of the zeal and ardent desire of the present 
House to preserve their inestimable rights, which, as English- 
men, they possessed since the Province was settled, and to 
transmit them to their children.” * The petition to the King 
and the memorial to Parliament, issued by this Congress, 
were not signed by Mr. Dickinson, as he was called home by 
his private affairs before they were prepared, but with the 
sentiments of those papers he was in full accord.f 

The wrongfulness of the course of the British ministry 
Dickinson could distinctly see. Ie believed that, if he could 
make the ruling classes of England see that error as clearly 
as he did, they could not fail, if actuated by reasonable 
and just views, to renounce it. He accordingly commenced 
a series of essays, conceived in a temperate but most lucid 
and just vein, designed to enlighten not only the governing 
power, but the popular mind. The first was a letter addressed 
to a friend in England by a gentleman of Philadelphia, on 
the late regulations of the Crown for the government of 
American Colonies, in which he dwelt especially upon the 
impolicy of the scheme, aside from its injustice. This was 
soon followed by a pamphlet, addressed to the inhabitants of 
Barbadoes, who had animadverted, in an address to the King, 
upon the rebellious spirit of the Colonies, in comparison with 
their own implicit faith and obedience. Dickinson in a firm, 
manly way defended the cause of the Colonies. ‘Let any 
person,” he says, “‘ consider the speeches lately made in Par- 
liament, and the resolutions said to be made there, notwith- 
standing the convulsions occasioned through the British 


* Gordon, 435. 7 Ibid. 442, 
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Empire by the opposition of their Colonies to the Stamp 
Act, and he may easily judge what would have been their 
situation in case they had bent down and humbly taken up 
the burden prepared for them. When the Exclusion Bill 
was depending in the House of Commons, Colonel Titus 
made this short speech: ‘ Mr. Speaker, I hear a hon roaring 
in the lobby. Shall we secure the door, and keep him there ? 
or shall we let him in, to try if we can turn him out again ?’” 
Earnest in his purpose of bringing all to his views, Mr. 
Dickinson wrote and published a series of papers, in 1767, 
under the title of ‘‘ Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania 
to the Inhabitants of the British Colonies,” in which he 
labored most earnestly to show the unconstitutionality and 
injustice of the Royal Government in its recent acts, the 
great danger to which the liberties of the people were ex- 
posed, and the peril of unquestioning submission to the 
smallest injustice, which, once fastened upon the people, 
would be used as a precedent for boundless exactions. The 
work consisted of twelve letters, and among the special 
topics treated were the acts for suspending legislation, for 
granting duties on paper, and the invasion of the prerogatives 
of the Colony by the Ministry; the necessity, in free States, 
of ceaseless vigilance, and the peaceful but effective resist- 
ance to oppression. ‘They appeared at a time when the 
public mind was greatly agitated upon these subjects, and, 
though written in a plain, argumentative style, they became 
very popular, and exerted a powerful effect in uniting the 
people of the whole country in a common cause, and 
putting into the mouths of all, ready and effective argu- 
ments upon the vital questions at issue. They were repub- 
lished in nearly all the Colonies, and in England, where Dr. 
Franklin furnished an introduction. They were translated 
into French, and were published in Paris. The writer prob- 
ably had no idea that they would be remembered beyond the 
generation which they were meant to influence; and yet he 
has acquired a world-renowned reputation as being the 
author of the “ Farmer’s Letters,” and they are likely to per- 
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petuate his memory when all else that he did or said is 
consigned to oblivion. Void of the rant and rhapsody which 
were too common at this period, they preserved a marked 
moderation of sentiment and style, which carried all the 
more weight at home, and arrested the attention of the most 
bitter opponents in Great Britain. ‘ We have,” he says, “a 
generous, humane, and sensible nation to whom we may 
apply. Let us behave like dutiful children who have received 
unmerited blows from a beloved parent. Let us complain 
to our parents; but let our complaints speak at the same 
time the language of affection and veneration.” 

At a meeting held in Faneuil Hall, Boston, soon after 
their publication, the author of these letters received the 
most flattering eulogies, and a committee was appointed, 
consisting of John Hancock, Samuel Adams, Joseph Warren, 
Dr. Church, and John Rae, to convey to him the sentiments 
of the meeting. In their communication they say: ‘To 
such eminent worth and virtue, the inhabitants of the town 
of Boston, the capital of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, 
in full town meeting assembled, express their gratitude. 
Though such superior merit must assuredly, in the closest 
recess, enjoy the divine satisfaction of having served and 
possibly saved this people; though veiled from our view, 
you modestly shun the deserved applause of millions; permit 
us to intrude upon your retirement, and salute the Farmer 
as the friend of Americans, and the common benefactor of 
mankind.” : 

“In May, 1778, an association in Philadelphia, called the 
Society of Fort St. David, presented an address to Mr. Dick- 
inson ‘in a box of heart of oak.’ The following inscriptions 
were done upon it in gold letters. On the top was repre- 
sented the cap of liberty on a spear, resting on a cipher of 
the letters J.D. Underneath the cipher, in a semicircular 
label, the words Pro Patria. Around the whole, the follow- 
ing: ‘The gift of the Governor and Society of Fort St. David, to 
the author of Tua Farmer’s Letters, in grateful testimony to the 
very eminent services thereby rendered to this country, 1768.’ On 
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the inside of the top was the following inscription: ‘The 
liberties of the British Colonies in America asserted with Attic elo- 
quence and Roman spirit by John Dickinson, Hsq., barrister at 
law.’ ” * 

The passage of the Boston Port Bill excited indignation 
among the great body of the people in all the Colonies, 
though there was a class obstinately upholding every act of 
the Royal Government, and earnestly opposing any expres- 
sion of opinion in opposition to it, lest some inconvenience 
or loss should be experienced. ‘To harmonize opinions and 
bring all to act with unanimity throughout the Colonies, 
while the Royal Governors were in authority, proved diffi- 
cult. This unanimity was finally eftected through commit- 
tees of correspondence, which eventually became more 
powerful than governors and legislatures, their advice being 
of more binding force than the most formal enactments. A 
public meeting was convened of the 18th of June, 1774, in 
Philadelphia, over which Messrs. Dickinson and Willing 
presided, at which it was resolved to be expedient to call a 
Continental Congress, and that a committee should be ap- 
pointed to correspond with the several counties of the Prov- 
ince and with the other Colonies. Of this committee, which 
consisted of forty-three members, Mr. Dickinson was chair- 
man. 

In the letter to the several counties they said: “‘ We will 
not offer such an affront to the well-known public spirit 
of Pennsylvanians as to question your zeal on the present 
occasion. Our very existence in the rank of freemen, and 
the security of all that ought to be dear to us, evidently 
depend on our conducting this great cause to its proper issue 
by firmness, wisdom, and magnanimity. It is with pleasure 
that we assure you that all the Colonies, from South Carolina 
to New Hampshire, are animated with one spirit in the com- 
mon cause, and consider this as the proper crisis for having 
our differences with the mother country brought to some 
certain issue, and our liberties fixed upon a permanent founda 


* Lossing’s Field Book of the Revolution, Vol. I. p. 477. 











































































































RL Sie - ve, 7) es -_ awe 2 ae 
Ft tye A 
, ae Ogee a 7, 
’ Kr rie 
i : 


t 


Wir We nn WAS 
| iy ro zi ae 4 












ese oo ROR WRLOT 0 ene “sen ; 
wh? : mobiqivoent ian ail en got oft to bia 
-ols SAYA. Atos hobeozem Nobrosinky siteestiobey desire ‘ 






iD “shereu, oh oun sho xs sins + son 


ha Ae sb Wy iy nh Ys 





oe wate vas 


soltawgibai bidtanet Wiel Stat alana oft Yo. ayia “ett? » setae 7 
soltoloD edt Ne ai olyoog ot, to ybod: Mong: odt gaonma’ | 5 atl: 
itedo eacio a eaw otedt godt ; 





to tos YIeve gaiblodgs vlotanier 
-2O1GL9 VR gaieoqgo beomsny hos doomuevor) Inyo PTET 





oonoinawnoont omoe jeol wt of moitiaoqyo ab noinkqo tolwoly ened 
boa eaoisiqo osinomnad of sboowoiveqxo od bivodeesohao) © 


wotnoloO oxtt iwodguowds Yiiniiasig itiw das of [In gqaind bids 
fib hevorg wwitodine ai ovow exostero® layor oft olf 


tinted dguvotult botedite ylaalt enw viaiineany eidT tino he) 
sient eamood, ese oiiw sonshagqedti09), to" good Oe! \ 
eiiod ovivha sist eormtelatgel bia eomtoroy nady Litvowoq: min ; 


A.  2inogionaa Lsens0) duout out andt sort guibaid osomt 20 © 
ai ATW onwl to OL oft ao houovace saw galloout vildg 
allt. bus soanitol(l veal dolitw sove .chdqlobalidt 
& Hao of dusibagxe ad ot ‘hoviosot esw di doidw ta bobieotg” 





.qx 94 flgouds ootvincavoo # dimly bam aaorgao0 IahicouritstoD i“ 


-vorl adi to eaitacos fevevea old dtiw baoqaerio9 ot bodalog, 


doidw solticamoo eid? 10 eeitoloD rerio odt dcr hw cont eee 
tints an mameesss init ore as 0 betetenos! | 
EE HT 


‘Hiw oW Pa sina oil fabiaclies acter’ silk ee igeinal dh A OE 


direkepe oiling, awouwd-thew edt.ot isothe ma dove iio tom aie: 
jnoeorg ot no Inos soy moiteomp ot en aneineviyeaaot to aOR 





bes ,comoadt to anes odd uit eongteixe [ray wu re , 
iuobivs as ot inob 9d oF tiga dult Ma to coset 
onewi toqoug wii ot ogmno tong allt gai ie 
ret ent fad ted pore einenromacn’ foe 


= * are woxqorn 


4 wid Bh r 







240 PRESIDENTS OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL. 


tion. This desirable end can only be accomplished by a free 
communication of sentiments and a sincere and fervent re- 
gard for the interests of our common country.” It was by 
appeals like this, in which we recognize the pen of Mr. 
Dickinson, that the people were aroused and moulded in 
opinion and sentiment to united indignation and oppos'tion 
to British policy. Delegates were appointed in all the coun- 
ties, who met in convention at PlInladelphia, and passed 
spirited resolutions, setting forth their allegiance to the King, 
but only on condition that his ministry adhered to the prin- 
ciples of the English Constitution. A series of instructions 
were also adopted for the guidance of the Assembly. These 
were drawn by Mr. Dickinson. After enumerating the 
powers of the sovereign and Parliament which were legiti- 
mate and proper, and which should be respected, he recounts 
the unwarrantable assumptions, and closes in these memo- 
rable words: ‘“* The power claimed by Great Britain, and the 
late attempt to exercise it over these Colonies, present to our 
view two events, one of which must inevitably take place. 
If she shall continue to insist on her pretensions, cither the 
Colonies will sink from the rank of freemen into the class 
of slaves, overwhelmed with all the miseries and vices 
proved by the history of mankind to be inseparably annexed 
to that deplorable condition; or, if they have sense and 
virtue enough to exert themselves in striving to avoid this 
perdition, they must be involved in an opposition dreadful 
even in contemplation. Honor, justice, and humanity call 
upon us to hold and to transmit to our posterity that liberty 
which we received from our ancestors. It is not our duty to 
leave wealth to our children, but it is our duty to leave lib- 
erty to them. No infamy, iniquity, or cruelty can exceed 
our own, if we, born and educated in a country of freedom, 
entitled to its blessings and knowing their value, pusillani- 
mously deserting the post assigned us by Divine Providence, 
surrender succeeding generations to a condition of wretched- 
ness from which no human efforts, in all probability, will be 
sufficient to extricate them—the experience of all States 
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mournfully demonstrating to us that,'when arbitrary power 
has been established over them, even the wisest and bravest 
nations that ever flourished have, in a few years, degenerated 
into abject and wretched vassals.” : 

This paper also expressed the desire that the Assembly 
would appoint delegates to a general Congress; and the pre- 
cise terms of settlement with the mother country, which this 
body ought to labor to procure, were also sketched, The 
right of Parliament to legislate for the Colonies, enforced by 
numerous quotations and illustrations from the writers of 
antiquity, was also treated in this paper, and when adopted 
by the convention was by its order communicated to each of 
the other Colonies. 

In accordance with a preconcerted understanding, the dele- 
gates of eleven Colonies met in Philadelphia on the 4th of 
September, 1774, in Carpenter’s Hall. The early sessions of 
this body were spent in impassioned discourse on the posture 
of affairs, in which the eloquence of Patrick Ilenry, one of 
the delegates from Virginia, rose to a pitch of grandeur, as 
described by his hearers, rarely heard among men. Several 
measures of protection were agreed to with great unanimity, 
and addresses to the King, to the people of Great Britain, 
and to the inhabitants of British America, were ordered to 
be drawn, and suitable committees were appointed to pre- 
pare them. Mr. Wirt, the biographer of Patrick Ienry, has 
given :an interesting account of the preparation of these 
papers. ‘The splendor of their [Henry, Livingston, Lee] 
debut occasioned Mr. Henry to be designated by his commit- 
tee to draw the petition to the King, with which they were 
charged; and Mr. Lee was charged with the address to the 
people of England. The last was first reported. On reading 
it, great disappointment was expressed in every countenance, 
and a dead silence ensued for some minutes. At length it 
was laid on the table for perusal and consideration till the 
next day; when first one member and then another arose, 
and, paying some faint compliment to the composition, 


observed that there were still certain considerations not 
16 
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expressed, which should properly find a place in it. The 
address was therefore committed for amendment, and one 
prepared by Mr. Jay, and oftered by Mr. Livingston, was 
adopted wich scarcely an alteration. Mr. Ifenry’s dratt of a 
petition to the King was equally unsuccessful, and was re- 
committed for amendment. Mr. John Dickinson, the author 
of the Farmer’s Letters, was added to the committee, and a 
new draft, prepared by him, was adopted. This is one of the 
incidents in the life of Mr. Ifenry to which an allusion was 
made in a former page, when it was observed that, not- 
withstanding the wonderful gifts which he had derived from 
nature, he lived himself to deplore his early neglect of liter- 
ature. But for this neglect, that imperishable trophy won 
by the pen of John Dickinson would have been his; and the 
fame of his genius, instead of resting on tradition, or the 
short-lived report of his present biographer, would have 
flourished on the immortal page of American history.” * 

In the original delegation from Pennsylvania to this Con- 
gress, Mr. Dickinson was not included. When the Assem- 
bly. met in October, he was appointed to join it, and 
immediately took his seat. This accounts for his not being 
at first put upon the committee. John Adams was also a 
member, and is reported to have assisted Mr. Ilenry in the 
composition of the petition. The reason why the original 
draft did not prove acceptable was not that it said too little, 
but too much. The policy which Congress had determined 
to pursue was one of reconciliation with the mother country, 
so that, if a struggle should ensue, the language of its papers 
and proceedings should not show it to have been the aggres- 
sor. Ilence it was necessary that the fiery words of Ienry 
and Adams, who thought that there would be no reconcilia- 
tion, should be toned down by the pen of Dickinson, who 
believed that pacification was possible, and who, moreover, 
sincerely desired that it should be eftected, indeed had set his 
heart on securing it. Therefore, when he came to draw the 
address, he pleaded the case most earnestly upon its merits; 


* Wirt’s Life of Patrick Henry, p 126. 
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and so much was he wrought upon by the justice of his 
cause that he did not conceive that failure was possible. 
The petition which he submitted was adopted, and he was 
also charged with drawing an address to the people of 
Canada. Thus were two of the most important papers of 
this Congress prepared by Mr. Dickinson. In Europe they 
produced a profound sensation. The Earl of Chatham, in 
alluding to them in the Ifouse of Lords, said: ‘ When your 
Lordships look at the papers transmitted to us from America, 
when you consider their decency, firmness, and wisdom, you 
eannot but respect their cause, and wish to male it your 
own. For myself I must declare and avow that, in all my 
reading, and study,—and it has been my favorite study; I 
have read Thueydides, and have studied and admired the 
master States of the world, — that for solidity of reasoning, 
force of sagacity, and wisdom of conclusion, I know not the 
people or senate who, in such a complication of difficult 
circumstances, can stand in preference to the delegates of 
America assembled in General Congress at Philadelphia.” 

_ Congress had adopted these papers in the hope that the 
Government of Great Britain would yield what was asked, 
and in that case there was to be no other meeting; but the 
Ministry and Parliament gave no token of conciliation, and 
Congress again assembled in May, 1775, as had been pro- 
vided if concessions were not granted. The delegation from 
Pennsylvania consisted of Messrs. Dickinson, Biddle, Frank- 
lin, Wilson, Willing, Mifflin, ITumphries, Morton, and Ross. 
Just previous to the meeting of Congress, the Battle of Lex- 
ington had been fought, and but shortly after followed Ticon- 
deroga and Bunker Hill. To provide for effectual resistance 
was therefore the first business. An army, commanders, and 
money to maintain them in the field, were provided. Still 
the hope of reconciliation was cherished; and to manitest 
their desire for it and the sincerity of their determination 
to cease resistance when their grievances were redressed, it 
Was agreed, upon the earnest appeal of Mr. Dickinson, to 
offer another petition to the King. Many were of the opinion 
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that it would prove fruitless and would be spurned, as it was, 
But, willing to leave no means untried to secure what they 
sought by peaceful endeavors, they consented to join in the 
appeal. Mr. Dickinson was charged with preparing it, and 
it was composed in his happiest vein. Upon its adoption, 
Richard Penn was deputed to present it before the throne. 
Penn lost no time in embarking, and, upon landing, travy- 
elled post-haste to London, where he offered it; but he 
was told, after some delay, that no answer would be made; 
and the King, in his speech from the throne, characterized it 
as designed ‘‘to amuse, by vague expressions of attachment 
to the parent State, and the strongest protestations of loyalty 
to their King, while they were preparing fora general revolt, 
and that their rebellious war was manifestly carried on for 
the purpose of establishing an independent empire.” 

There were parties in Parliament who looked upon this 
treatment as impolitic, and who made the house ring with 
their denunciation; but the King had determined to subdue 
the Americans, and the only concession which he thought of 
making .was forgiveness for past offences when the Ameri- 
cans should meekly submit to his will. In response to these 
sentiments, Congress issued a declaration to the world of the 
causes of their taking up arms, in which they said: ‘We 
are reduced to the alternative of choosing an unconditional 
submission to the tyranny of irritated ministers, or resistance 
by force. The latter is our choice. We have counted the 
cost of this contest, and find nothing so dreadful as voluntary 
slavery. Honor, justice, and humanity forbid us tamely to 
surrender that freedom which we received from our gallant 
ancestors, and which our innocent posterity have a right to 
receive from us. We cannot endure the infamy and guilt of 
resigning succeeding generations to that wretchedness which 
inevitably awaits them if we basely entail hereditary bondage 
upon them.” 

The history of the composition of this paper is singular, 
and illustrates the critical nicety with which the members of 
that body examined and passed upon their utterances, and 
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how jealous they were of their honor and their integrity in 
the preparation of their state papers. The intelligence of 
the Battle of Bunker Hill had scareely been received, when 
a committee was appointed to prepare an accurate account 
of the battle and of those which preceded it, together with 
the reasons which actuated the Colonies in their resistance. 
It was desirable that the history of these transactions should 
be truly represented, as the knowledge of them was flying 
upon the wings of the wind, and would soon be echoing in 
the remotest parts of the civilized world. The preparation 
of this manifesto was first entrusted to John Rutledge. Ils 
draft was reported, but it failed to satisfy this critical Con- 
gress. It was referred back to the committee, and two new 
members were added, Thomas Jefferson and John Dickinson. 
Jefferson next tried his hand, but failed to satisfy the com- 
mittee, and it was finally entrusted to Mr. Dickinson. In 
plain but strong and effective language he described the 
aggressions of British troops in America, the slaughter of 
citizen soldiery on the fields of Lexington and Bunker Till, 
and so pleaded the cause for which they were contending that 
it could not fail to excite the sympathies of all foreign na- 
tions, and bind together, in indissoluble bands, the hearts of 
all America. In concluding his statement he adopted three 
or four paragraphs from Mr. Jefterson’s draft, full of the 
sounding eloquence which characterized the latter’s Declara- 
tion drawn a year later. Mr. Dickinson’s composition was 
reported, and met the approval of Congress, and was, on the 
Sth of July, 1775, adopted. It was sent forth to the world; 
it was read from the pulpit, at the head of departing regi- 
ments, and in the field where stood the men who had fought 
the battles which it described. It was received with un- 
bounded enthusiasm. When read at the head of General 
Putnam’s Division, the soldiers “shouted in three huzzas a 
loud amen!” 

The Colonies which longest clung to the idea of concilia- 
tion, and the most determinedly resisted Independence, were 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. One of the stout- 
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est leaders in that resistance in Congress was Mr. Dickinson. 
Others opposed his arguments, but all acknowledged his 
integrity and the sincerity of his purposes. ‘THe was so 
honest a man,” says Mr. Jefferson, “‘and so able a one, that 
he was greatly indulged, even by those who could not feel 
his scruples.” On the 7th of June, 1776, Richard Henry 
Lee, of Virginia, moved, and John Adams, of Massachusetts, 
seconded, in Congress, the proposition that the ‘ United Colo- 
nies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States; 
and that all political connection between them and the State 
of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.” Upon 
this resolution, which was the real Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, the principal discussion occurred. Mr. Dickinson 
opposed it. ‘ Prudence,” he said, “ required that they should 
not abandon certain for uncertain objects. Two hundred 
years of happiness, and present prosperity, resulting from 
English laws and the union with Great Britain, demonstrated 
that America could be wisely governed by the King and 
Parliament. .. . Shall the transports of fury sway us more 
than the experience of ages, and induce us to destroy, in a 
moment of anger, the work which has been cemented and 
tried by time? . . . Even when supported by the powerful 
hand of England, the Colonists had abandoned themselves to 
discords, and sometimes to violence, from the paltry motives 
of territorial limits and distant jurisdictions. What, then, 
might they not expect when their minds were heated, am- 
bition roused, and arms in the hands of all?” 

But the utmost endeavors of Mr. Dickinson in opposition 
to the Declaration could have little influence in staying the 
tide which was now setting in its favor with resistless power. 
A majority of the Pennsylvania delegation sided with him; 
but when he discovered that the resolution would be carried 
by a large majority, he, together with Mr. Morris, absented 
himself from the session when the final vote was taken, thus 
enabling Pennsylvania to record her verdict in its favor. 
The formal Declaration, of which this resolution was the sub- 
stance, drawn by Mr. Jefferson, was then adopted; but the 
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name of Mr. Dickinson does not appear as one of the sign- 
ers of that immortal instrument. For his opposition to this 
measure he lost the support of a majority of the Assembly 
of Pennsylvania, and he was for two years dropped from the 
public councils of the nation. 

But when the Declaration was once adopted, and the 
young nation girded itself for a mighty struggle with the 
giant parent country, Mr. Dickinson did not withhold his 
influence or his personal aid, but, shouldering his musket, he 
went to the field as a volunteer private, from which position 
he rose to the rank of a brigadier-general in the army. The 
action on his part was in harmony with a declaration of 
principles which he had made for the government of his life. 
“Two rules,” said he, ‘I have laid down for myself through- 
out this contest, to which I have continually adhered and still 
design to adhere: First, on all occasions when I am called 
upon as a trustee for my countrymen, to deliberate on ques- 
tions important to their happiness, disdaining all personal 
advantages to be derived from a suppression of my real sen- 
timents, and defying all dangers to be risked by a declaration 
of them, openly to avow them; and secondly, after thus dis- 
charging this duty, whenever the public resolutions are 
taken, to regard them, though opposite to my opinion, as 
sacred, because they lead to public measures in which the 
common weal must be interested, and to join in supporting 
them as earnestly as if my voice had been given for them. 
If the present day is too warm for me to be calmly judged, 
I can credit my country for justice some years hence.” 

In April, 1779, Mr. Dickinson was unanimously elected to 
Congress from the State of Delaware, and in the following 
month he was again busy with his pen, having been ap- 
pointed to prepare an address to the people of the United 
States on the duties and perils of the hour. Recruiting was 
sluggish; the army was ill fed, and scarcely paid at all; 
the currency was fearfully depreciated, and discouragement 
was everywhere met. To arouse the people to a sense of 
patriotic duty at this dark hour was the aim in the prepa- 
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ration of this paper. Nobly did he acquit himself in the 
important trust, challenging, by his persuasive power, re- 
newed applause. 

In 1780, Mr. Dickinson was clected to represent the county 
of New Castle in the Assembly of Delaware, and was in the 
same year unanimously chosen President of that State. ‘Two 
years later he was elected President of the Supreme Execu- 
tive Council of Pennsylvania. Ile was chosen by the party 
which favored a revision of the Constitution in opposition to 
Mr. Porter. During his administration the struggle for In- 
dependence was maintained in the northern and southern 
extremities of the nation, the central portion being little dis- 
turbed. Arnold, after his treason, went to Virginia as a 
British officer, where he made war with a vengeful hand. In 
the Carolinas and Georgia, active operations were pursued 
with varying success, the Count d’Estang upon the coast 
again lending his aid to the American cause. In Connecticut 
a vexatious warfare was also kept up. Finally, on the 19th 
of October, 1781, the British army under Cornwallis surren- 
dered to the combined naval and land forces of France and 
America, and the long struggle was substantially at an end. 
In the prosecution of these operations the powerful aid of 
Pennsylvania was at no time wanting, and the State Govern- 
ment was administered in such a way as to uphold the hands 
of the central power. 

Mr. Dickinson at all times manifested an abiding interest 
in the subject of liberal education, and contributed largely 
of his fortune and his influence to the establishment of the 
college at Carlisle, the charter for which was granted during 
his administration. Ilappily the name of the most famous 
political writer of that period is perpetuated in this noble 
institution, ‘In memory of the great and important services 
rendered to his country by his Excellency, John Dickinson, 
Esq., President of the Supreme Executive Council, and in 
commemoration of his very liberal donation to the institu- 
tion, the said college shall be forever hereafter called and 
known by the name of Dickinson Cotiece.” Mr. Dickinson 
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was made the first President of its Board, and continued to 
act in that capacity until the day of his death. Through his 
influence and that of Benjamin Rush, Dr. Nisbet, a Scotch 
divine of great learning and ability, was induced to accept 
the presidency of the institution, through whom a foundation 
was laid for giving thorough and erudite training. 

In the Convention of 1789, which framed the Constitution 


of the United States, and over which Washington presided, 


Mr. Dickinson was a member from the State of Delaware. 
Schooled in the early government of the Colonies, a chief 
actor in bringing the people to united effort against the en- 
croachments of power, and in drawing the Articles of Con- 
federation, he came to the task of preparing a new frame of 
government suited to the nation in its changed condition, 
with the most abundant resources, In framing that instru- 
ment he performed a most important part. But when it 
came to be promulgated, though it bore the sanction and the 
great name of the Father of his Country, it met with violent 
opposition. In supporting it and urging its adoption, no pen 
was more busy or more effective than that of Mr. Dickinson. 
The Letters of Fabius, nine in number, devoted to an ex- 
position of the instrument and an illustration of the great 
advantages to be derived from its acceptance, were written 
by him, and contributed in a good degree to allaying oppo- 
sition and winning the popular mind. 

In 1792 he was a delegate to the convention which sat for 
the revision of the Constitution of the State of Delaware, 
where, as would be anticipated, he exerted an overshadowing 
influence. In 1797, when France was in the throes of revo- 
lution, Mr. Dickinson again took up his pen to plead the 
inalienable rights of man, which in the morning of life he 
had so eloquently advocated, and the result was a series of 
letters over the signature of Fabius, which attested that the 
fountains of patriotism had not been dried by age. 

John Adams visited Mr. Dickinson at his country seat at 
Fair Hill, near Philadelphia, in 1774, and notices the beauti- 
ful prospect of the city, the river, and the country, fine gar- 


~ 


a 


} of. bouniieos. hes tcl ait © | 

A eit dgnomlT fnob aid Yo: ab oult fi qiisnge 

i doto08 4 dodeit nd Mest gh ‘ jolt bae gononRat 

iqavon oF beoubat aww gdilids ban geiminel too¥y YO aivi 

uoltabssct a modi Agnotlt sateen naa oft bo yo eT Bt 
gainton oibuse baw denorodtyaivig: och bial ane. 

aoiutiteuo’) ot Domi doidye BBV L io, aoiuoy aoOrott oho 6 

Dobizowg aorgaidenW doidve tovo bas 2o0nt@ hoita odd Yo! ae 

(i ouwblol to otei@ odd codt sedeiom a eew woantion aM 

Slates eoistolod oft to dossuvevo9 yliae ‘odd at holoado® 

i 19 od} dacionn tidfie, hotiaw of olqoog olf gaignitd ait toon’ 

, -100 ‘to esloitiA od} gatwnh mt bas sewog to alnonulosors’ 

N 40 ooneth wou B Bolinger %o dant oft oF Ganed ont’ ovate 

i wetithnos Dogasds ati ai soled ot of bedine dnom 

i “ritesi jad) gaimet ol eoomnosor tanbauds deo oult fiw | 

ti nodw io ting dantoquth deom « bownotioy ad doom 

edt bas, soitenos odt oxod ti shgmortt hotaglmmorgiod o} osmgo 

inoloiz dim toor di yenaneD eid to: deat it Fo" ortsna a9 | 2 

mq on otigohs at gatgun baie di guitvoqqua ni .aoitizoqqo — 

i coanioiC 1M, to dad? aad? sehosite orm 46 qaud atone anu! 

: x9 10 of boloweh sodarmm nt omite enidel to enodiod Cd Sa 

‘i teorg oft Yo woiterjaulli ae bua toocwwent oil? to woitieog: fe: 

aohinw ow POMATIVOR ede: mort hovisoh od: ot ao% a. 

| segae gahylla of ssrgob boog & uit hotudivimes hin oti ane 

i bate seloqog of} guinaiw bak woitie 

ae 10% na doistw soliaovacs oto} otagolob a waw oil! GOVE ol 

| otayelol To etsia edt to motintiienoD: offt to noisive “od 18) : 

al gnivobedereve aa heiroxe od, ebotnqiviina ot! ‘inow en’ | 

ni _ over to wordt odd ni eavooanT-aodw OVE al’ eononltat” 

o oft pied nt an sinet gy _ ti ny aetaliah Ee al sr BP ret 





















































































































































250 PRESIDENTS OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL 


dens, and a very grand library, mostly collected by his father- 
in-law, Mr. Norris. Mr. Dickinson he describes as a very 
modest man, and very ingenuous as well as agreeable. In 
personal appearance, says Adams, “he is a shadow; tall, but 
slender as a reed; pale as ashes; one would think at first 
sight that he could not live a month; yet, upon a more 
attentive inspection, he looks as if the springs of life were 
strong enough to last many years.” 

Mr. Dickinson married, on the 19th of July, 1770, Mary 
Norris, only daughter of Isaac Norris, eminent in the gov- 
ernment of the Colony. Two daughters survived him. Le 
died at Wilmington, Delaware, where he had taken up his 
residence, on the 14th of February, 1808, aged seventy-five 
years. 
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,,. 


PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 
October 18, 1785, to October 14, 1788. 


Beat AMIN FRANKLIN, fifth President of the Supreme 
Council, was born at Boston on the 17th of January, 
1706. Ife was the youngest son of a family of seventcen 
children, by two marriages —seven by the first and ten by 
the last—and “was the youngest son of the youngest son 
for five generations back.” For three hundred years the 
family had lived on a freehold of about thirty acres in 
Kecton, Northamptonshire, England, the eldest son during 
that whole time having been bred to the business of a smith, 
which was prosecuted in connection with that of the farm. 
Josias, the father of Benjamin, with his wife and three chil- 
dren, emigrated to America about the year 1682. Ile was 
induced to abandon the land, where for so long a period the 
family had dwelt, by religious persecution. ‘‘ Conventicles 
being at that time prohibited,” says Dr. Franklin, in that _ 
enchanting piece of autobiography which he has left, “and 
frequently disturbed, some considerable persons of his ac- 
quaintance determined to go to America, where they hoped 
to enjoy the free exercise of their religion, and my father 
was prevailed on to accompany them.” The devise which 
the family adopted to read unmolested the Scriptures was 
ingenious. ‘They had an English Bible, and to conceal it 
the more securely they conceived the project of fastening it, 
open, with packthreads across the leaves, on the inside of the 
lid of the close-stool. When my great-grandfather wished 


to read to his family, he reversed the lid of the close-stool 
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upon his knees, and passed the leaves from one side to the 
other, which were held down on each by the packthread. 
One of the children was stationed at the door to give notice 
if he saw the proctor (an officer of the spiritual court) make 
his appearance. In that case the lid was restored to its place, 
with the Bible concealed under it as before.” 

The mother was Abiah Folger, daughter of Peter Folger, 
one of the first colonists of New England, of whom Cotton 
Mather, in his Ecclesiastical History, speaks as ‘a pious and 
learned Englishman.” Benjamin was put to a grammar- 
school at the age of eight, being destined by his father for 
the Church; but at the end of a year of wonderful progress, 
the father, overburdened with the support of a large family, 
was obliged to change his purpose, and removed the son to 
a school for writing and arithmetic, preparatory to a business 
life. At the age of ten he was called home to assist his 
father, who was a soap-boiler and tallow-chandler, and the 
education obtained during this bricf interval of less than two 
years was all the school instruction he ever received. 

Not satisfied with this occupation, he felt, he says, a strong 
inclination for a sea life; but his father set his face against 
it. After suggesting a variety of occupations, that of a 
printer was settled upon, and he passed forever from the 
paternal roof.. Of the excellent qualities of his parents he 
everywhere speaks in the most unqualified terms. ‘ My 
father had an excellent constitution, was of a middle size, but 
well made and strong. ... His greatest excellence was a 
sound understanding and solid judgment in matters of pru- 
dence, both in public and private hfe. . . . My mother was 
likewise possessed of an excellent constitution. She suckled 
all her ten children, and I never heard either her or my 
father complain of any other disorder than that of which 
they died — my father at the age of cighty-seven, and my 
mother at eighty-five.” 

Naturally given to books, by great industry during the 
intervals of the hours of labor, often protracted till late at 
night, he soon acquired a great fund of information, which 
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he turned to account by composing anonymous articles for a 
newspaper published by his brother, to whom he was ap- 
prenticed. By chance, some of his writing fell into the 
hands of his father, who commended the sentiment, the 
spelling, and pointing, but sharply criticised its style. The 
lesson was not lost, for he was induced to give greater heed 
to the structure and finish of his compositions, using with 
great advantage as a model some of the essays of Addison, 
which he chanced to find in an odd volume of the Spectator. 

Dissatisfied with the treatment of his brother, who seems 
to have manifested little fraternal affection, at the age of sev- 
enteen, without giving any intimation of his purpose to his 
friends, he left Boston, and proceeded to New York, where 
he sought employment of William Bradford. Having no 
place for him, Bradford recommended him to his son in 
Philadelphia, and thither he proceeded. Je has himself 
given a most graphic account of his first entrance into that 
city; of his arrival weary and hungry; of the purchase of 
the three rolls, and his wandering through the streets with 
one under each arm, eating the third; of being seen and 
noticed, as he passed along, by Miss Read, whom he after- 
wards married; of his entering the Quaker meeting-house, 
and, overcome by fatigue, of sleeping till all had departed; 
and of his employment by Keimer as a journeyman printer. 
Of the character of Keimer, he furnishes a very good inci- 
dent. Knowing him to be a great glutton, he induced 
him, by skilful arguments, to adopt a purely vegetable 
diet. For three months they together adhered to it. “I,” 
he says, ‘continued it cheerfully; but poor Keimer suf- 
fered terribly. Tired of the project, he sighed for the 
flesh-pots of Egypt. At length he ordered a roast pig, 
and invited me and two of our female acquaintances to 
dine with him; but the pig being ready a little too soon, 
he could not resist the temptation, and ate it all up before 
we arrived.” 

It was in the year 1728, during the administration of Sir 
William Keith, that he first arrived in Philadelphia. Through 
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a letter written to a brother-in-law, IIolmes, at New Castle, 
the Governor, to whom it was shown, at once conceived a 
high opinion of the writer, and, upon returning to Philadel- 
phia, sought him out, showed him many civilities, and con- 
cluded by urging him to set up in business for himself, 
offering to give him all the Government printing, and to fur- 
nish him with letters of credit in London for the purchase 
of the necessary outfit. Keith had no credit there for him- 
self, much less for others. But this, Franklin did not know, 
and, relying upon his sincerity, was induced to make a 
voyage to England. Finding upon his arrival that he had 
been deceived, and that the Governor was noted for making 
promises which he never meant to fulfil, he sought employ- 
ment as a printer, and for a year and a half worked diligently 
at his trade, writing and publishing, in the mean time, a 
pamphlet on “Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure and Pain,” in 
answer to certain passages in “ Woolaston’s Religion of 
Nature.” 

At the end of that time he returned to Philadelphia, and, 
after working awhile with his old employer, IXecimer, com- 
menced business on his own account. Ie was industrious, 
frugal, temperate, careful of his credit, and prosperity soon 
marked his every step. Of his moral convictions at this 
period he says: ‘I was at last convinced that truth, probity, 
and sincerity in transactions between man and man were of 
the utmost importance to the happiness of life; and I resolved 
from that moment, and wrote the resolution in my journal, 
to practise them as long as I lived.” And of his business 
habits he says: ‘Thus, before I entered on my own new 
career, 1 had imbibed solid principles and a character of 
probity. I knew their value, and I made a solemn engage- 
ment with myself never to depart from them.” 

At about this time Franklin was the moving spirit in 
establishing a lyceum or debating society, called the Junto, 
in which each member was obliged to propose in turn some 
question in morality, politics, or philosophy, for discussion, 
and once in three months read an essay of his own compo- 
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sition. It served Franklin a double purpose: it was an ex- 
cellent school for politics and philosophy, a week being | 
always given for preparation, and it procured him the ac- 
quaintanee of the leading young men, who were thus inter- 
ested to secure for him whatever business came in their 
way. In searching for the means by which he acquired the 
character of a wise and learned man, the Junto should not be 
overlooked, for here he not only attained to skill in speaking 
and writing, and the exact information necessary to perform 
his part, but he discovered the great power he was capable 
of exerting over his fellow-men. 

In 1729 he purchased the Pennsylvania Gazette, which, by 
his skilful management, in time became the leading paper of 
the Province. The question of a re-issue of paper money 
being under discussion in the Assembly, he wrote and pub- 
lished a pamphlet entitled A Alodest Lnquiry into the Nature 
and Necessity of Paper Currency. We had debated the ques- 
tion in the Junto, and was master of the subject. Ils view 
prevailed in the Assembly. Though in a private station, his 
influence began thus early to be felt in legislation. A propo- 
sition was made by Franklin, in the Junto, that the mem- 
bers should bring what books they could spare to the room 
where the mectings were held, that they might be convenient 
for reference during their discussions, and serve the purpose 
of a general library; but this plan was attended with incon- 
veniences and was soon after abandoned, each taking away 
the books he had contributed. Franklin now issued pro- 
posals for establishing a public library. Fifty persons at 
first subscribed each forty shillings, and, in addition, agreed 
to pay ten shillings annually. The number increased, and 
ten years later, in 1742, the association was incorporated as 
the Library Company of Philadelphia. Thomas Penn, who 
was most given to literary pursuits of any of the sons of 
William Penn, became a patron, giving money, several lots 
in the city for a building, and a large tract of unimproved 
land in Bucks County. 

In 1732, Franklin commenced the publication of Poor 
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Richard’s Almanac, which was continued for twenty-six years, 
and became very popular, haying an annual sale of ten thou- 
sand copies. Its chief attraction was due to the bits of wit 
and wisdom it contained, maxims for the practice of industry 
and economy, thrusts at folly, and an occasional playfui ele- 
gance. In the last number was published a collection of these 
sayings in the form of an harangue to the people, entitled the 
Way to Wealth. This was received with unbounded satisfac- 
tion, and the sayings of Poor Richard were in everybody’s 
mouth. That money soon after became plenty in Philadelphia 
was attributed to the practice of its precepts. It was pub- 
lished on a broad sheet, to be framed for use and adornment to 
the walls of dwellings. Three translations of it were made 
into French, and it was published in modern Greek. The 
matter is often rough and homely, but always pointed, the 
dullest never being at a loss to apprehend its force. “Sloth,” 
he says, ‘“ by bringing on diseases, absolutely shortens life. 
Sloth, like rust, consumes faster than labor wears; while the 
key often turned is always bright. But dost thou love life? 
then do not squander time; for that is the stuff life is made 
of. Wow much more than is necessary do we spend in sleep! 
forgetting that the sleeping fox catches no poultry, and that 
there will be sleeping cnough in the grave. If time be of 
all things the most precious, wasting time must be the great- 
est prodigality. At the workingman’s house hunger looks 
in, but dares not enter. Nor will the bailiff nor the consta- 
ble enter; for Industry pays debts, but Despair inecreaseth 
them. Diligence is the mother of good luck. God gives all 
things to industry; then plough deep while sluggards sleep, 
and you will have corn to sell and to keep. One to-day is 
worth two to-morrows. If you were a servant, would you 
not be ashamed that a good master should catch you idle? 


Are you, then, your own master? be ashamed to catch your- 
self idle. 


I never saw an oft-removed tree, 
Nor yet an oft-removed family, 
That throve so well as one that settled be. 
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'Three removes are as bad as a fire. If you would have your 
business done, go; if not, send. The eye of the master will 
do more work than both his hands. If you would have a 
faithful servant, and one that you like, serve yourself. If one 
knows not how to save as he gets, he may keep his nose all 
his life to the grindstone, and die not worth a groat at last. 
A. fat kitchen makes a lean will. 


Women and wine, game and deceit, 
Make the wealth small, and the want great. 


What maintains one vice would bring up two children. A 
small leak will sink a great ship. Fools make feasts, and 
wise men eat them. Buy what thou hast no need of, and 
ere long thou shalt sell thy necessaries. At a great penny- 
worth, pause awhile. Silk and satins, scarlet and velvets put 
out the kitchen fire. A ploughman on his legs is higher 
than a gentleman on his knees. Pride isas loud a beggar as 
want, and a great deal more saucy. It is hard for an empty 
sack to stand upright. Drink water, put the money in your 
pocket, and leave the dry belly-ache in the punch-bowl. 
Pride breakfasted» with Plenty, dined with Poverty, and 
supped with Infamy. 


If you ride a horse, sit close and tight; 
If you ride a man, sit easy and light.” 


These trite sayings, thrown into the pages of an almanac 
to fill up vacant spaces, were little regarded by their author 
at the time; but they were caught up, and soon passed cur- 
rent even in foreign tongues, Bon Homme Richard attaining 
to as common use in France as Poor Richard at home, and it 
is doubtful if any of his more elaborate works will be as long 
treasured as these short sayings. 

In 1736, he was chosen Clerk of the Assembly, which office 
he continued to fill till his election to that body, in 1747. But 
he did not allow this duty to interfere with the regular 
prosecution of his business as a printer and publisher of a 


newspaper, In the following year he was appointed Post- 
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master of Philadelphia. As early as 1688, William Penn 
had established a system of posts from Philadelphia to the 
principal settlements in Pennsylvania and Maryland. An 
Act of Assembly, regulating this system, was passed in 1700, 
eleven years before the Act of Anne, which established the 
system in England. In 1758, Franklin was appointed Dep- 
uty Postmaster-General of the Colonies, and by his judicious 
management, and close scrutiny of its affairs, caused it to pro- 
duce a revenue to the Crown, whereas it had before been a 
considerable burden. At the opening of the quarrel between 
the Colonies and the mother country, he was removed; but 
in 1775, when Congress assumed the Colonial Government, 
he was appointed the first Postmaster-General under the new 
power. It was as Postmaster that Franklin went to Brad- 
dock, at Frederick, Maryland, when that general, in a fit of 
discouragement, was about giving up his campaign against 
the French and Indians at Fort Du Quesne, for want of trans- 
portation. And then was seen his great personal popularity; | 
for, going among the farmers, he soon had all the wagons he 
disined: and beens in large numbers, with only ne simple 
security for payment. iMvew, after the defeat and death of 
Braddock, settlement was demanded, it came near involving 
Franklin in utter ruin; and would have done so had it not. 
been for the timely assistance of Government. 

When, in 1755, soon after this defeat, the French and In- 
dians were laying waste the frontier, perpetrating the most 
fiendish barbarities, and the Government, by reason of the 
disagreements between the Assembly and the Governor, was 
powerless to protect, Franklin proposed a voluntary associa- 
tion for defence, as he had done in a like emergency ten years 
before, and soon had a large force enrolled. He marched at 
the head of his regiment to the scene of the massacres, estab- 
lished a line of posts in mid-winter, and put the frontier in 
an attitude of defence. By his influence an Act was passed 
authorizing volunteer militia organizations, provided each 
volunteer furnished his own arms and equipments. 

At this period Franklin was much absorbed by his investi- 
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gations in the science of electricity. The account of the pre- 
vious experiments and studies of philosophers upon the sub- 
ject were sent to him in 1745, and by the year 1752 he had 
completed his grand discoveries by which he had demon- 
strated the identity of the electricity excited by friction of 
glass and that of the clouds. Patiently, in the intervals of 
business, he had perfected his theory, and going forth, armed 
with a simple kite, to meet the thunder-storm, — making his 
son his sole confidant, for fear of ridicule, —he patiently 
awaited the descent of the fluid from the passing cloud; and 
when, at length, he saw indications of its presence, and, 
reaching forth his hand, received the shock, to his unspeak- 
able joy he saw his theory demonstrated and fit to take its 
place as a portion of verified-science. The memoirs detailing 
his experiments were published in Europe, and at once ex- 
cited the interest and the admiration of the learned. The 
reigning monarch of France commanded a return of his 
thanks to Mr. Franklin, “for his useful discoveries in elec- 
tricity.” Sir Humphrey Davy said of him: “A singular 
felicity of induction guided all his researches, and by very 
small means he established very grand truths. The style and 
manner of his publications on electricity are almost as worthy 
of admiration as the doctrine it contains. He has endeavored 
to remove all mystery and obscurity from the subject. He 
has written equally for the uninitiated and for the philoso- 
pher; and he has rendered his details amusing and perspic- 
uous, elegant as well as simple. Science appears in his lan- 
guage in a dress wonderfully decorous, best adapted to 
display her native loveliness. He has in no instance exhib- 
ited that false dignity by which philosophy is kept aloof from 
common applications, and he has sought rather to make her 
a useful inmate and servant in the common habitations of 
man than to preserve her merely as an object of admiration 
in temples and palaces.” 

Franklin was elected a member of the Legislature in 1747, 
where he at once took a prominent part, leading the party 
which opposed the Tvoprietary claims, and writing many of 
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the answers to the messages of the Deputy Governors. In 
1749, he drew the plan for establishing an Academy, which 
finally resulted in the present University of Pennsylvania. 
Twenty-four of the most respectable citizens were named as 
trustees, and when the plan was published, so popular was it, 
that eight hundred pounds a year for five years were sub- 
scribed for its support, and in the beginning of the following 
year three schools, that of Latin and Greek, of Mathematics, 
and of English, were opened. A charity school and college 
were afterwards engrafted upon the plan, and it soon grew 
to great usefulness and prosperity. le was also instrumen- 
tal, in connection with his friend, Dr. Bond, in eatablishing 
the Pennsylvania Iospital. 

At the first Colonial Congress held at Albany, in 1754, he 
was a member, and brought forward his plan of a general | 
government, vested in a President-General appointed by the 
Crown, and a Legislature of forty-eight members, appor- 
tioned among the States in numbers proportioned to popula- 
tion and wealth. It was discussed and adopted nearly as 
proposed, but was rejected by both Crown and Colonies. It 
is asingular circumstance that the plan which Franklin here 
advocated for raising revenue by stamp-duties was the iden- 
tical one which was subsequently adopted by the British Par- 
hament, but with this vital difference: in the one case it was 
to be laid by themselves, and in the other by the British 
Government, a power foreign to them. 

The long disputes between the Proprietors and the Assem- 
bly respecting the taxing of Proprictary estates finally culmi- 
nated in the issuing an address by the former to the Crown, 
praying its interposition to save the Colony from the power- 
ful Proprietary interests; and Franklin was appointed as 
agent to represent the cause of the Assembly at Court. The 
contest was now transferred to a new theatre, the Proprietors 
resisting the demands at every step. It was finally settled by 
the Proprietors yielding the chief point in dispute. Te re- 
mained in England as the agent of Pennsylvania, and he 
was, in addition, made the representative of Massachusetts, 
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Maryland, and Georgia. Franklin’s presence in England was 
the occasion of interest to the learned on account of his dis- 
coveries in Electricity. The Royal Society of London elected 
him one of its members. The University of St. Andrews, 
Scotland, conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Laws, 
and the Universities of Edinburgh and Oxford hastened to 
bestow the like distinction. 

While in England he issued his Canada Pamphlet, calling 


~ attention to the importance, to the British Crown, of possess- 


ing that part of the continent which was then under the do- 
minion of the French. Stimulated by his views, the Govern- 
ment planned a vigorous campaign, which resulted in the 
victory of Wolfe over Montcalm, and the conquest of the 
entire Province. 

He returned to America in 1762. He had been annually 
elected a member of the Assembly during his absence, and 
upon his arrival took his seat in that body. For the session 
of 1764, he was defeated by a small majority after having 
been elected for fourteen consecutive years. But his friends 
in the Assembly were still in the ascendant, and he was 
again chosen to represent the Colony at Court, and to pre- 
sent a petition asking for a change of Colonial government 
from Proprietary to regal, the old controversy having been 
renewed, During his stay in England, and immediately 
after the dismissal of Grenville from the British Cabinet, the 
question of the repeal of the odious Stamp Act was under 
consideration, and as a means of eliciting information, 
Franklin was examined before the House of Commons. 

“‘ What,” he was asked, “‘ was the temper of America to- 
wards Great Britain, before the year 1763?” 

“The best in the world. They submitted willingly to the 
government of the Crown, and paid, in all their courts, 
obedience to the acts of Parhament. Numerous as the 
people are in the several old Provinces, they cost you nothing 
in forts, citadels, garrisons, or armies to keep them in subjec- 
tion. They were governed by this country at the expense 
only of a little pen, ink, and paper. They were led by a 
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thread. They had not only a respect, but an affection for 
Great Britain, for its laws, its customs, and manners, and 
even a fondness for its fashions, that greatly increased the 
commerce. Natives of Great Britain were always treated 
with particular regard ; to be an Old-England man was, of 
itself, a character of some respect, and gave a kind of rank 
among us.” 

‘¢ And what is the temper now ?” 

‘Oh, very much altered.” 

“Tf the Act is not repealed, what do you think will be the 
consequences ?”’ 

‘A total loss of the respect and affection the people of 
America bear to this country, and of all the commerce that 
depends on that respect and affection.” 

“Do you think the people of America would submit to 
pay the stamp duty if 1t was moderated?” | 

** No, never, unless compelled by force.” 

Great respect was felt for the views and opinions of Frank- 
lin. He was looked up to as a sort of oracle in matters of 
politics, and not long afterward the Act was repealed. 

In the year 1766 he travelled in Holland and Germany, 
where he was received with marks of distinction by the 
learned. In the following year he visited France, and was 
presented to King Louis the XV., and leading men of genius 
in the metropolis. Ile continued to represent the Colony for 
a period of over ten years, during which time he was most indus- 
trious in pleading the general interests of all the Colonies, 
endeavoring by argument and entreaty, by correspondence 
and personal intercourse, to prevail upon the Ministry to 
abandon their unjust and oppressive measures. 

One of the most noted incidents which occurred during 
this period was his appearance before a Committee of the 
Privy Council, in 1774, on the hearing of the petition of the 
people of Massachusetts for the recall of Governor Hutchin- 
son and Lieutenant Governor Oliver, who had written letters 
from that Province to men high in official stations, inveighing 
against the leading citizens in the most bitter terms, and 
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urging the prosecution of vigorous measures to compel obe- 
dience to British enactments. These letters came to the 
notice of Franklin, who had them published and sent to 
America, which gave occasion to the petition for their re- 
moval. Burke, Priestly, Jeremy Bentham, and men the 
most eminent in the kingdom, were present as witnesses of 
the scene. Wedderburn, the Solicitor-General of the Crown, 
assailed him with bitter terms of reproach and invective, the 
whole Court, with the exception of Lord North, treating him 
in the most rude and undignified manner. “Into what com- 
panies,” exclaimed Wedderburn, “will the fabricator of this 
iniquity hereafter go with an unembarrassed face, or with any 
semblance of the honest intrepidity of virtue!) Men will watch 
him with a jealous eye — they will hide their papers from 
him, and lock up their escritoires.”” Bentham thus described 
the venerable demeanor of Franklin in this trying ordeal: 
‘‘ Alone, in the recess, on the left hand of the President, 
standing, remaining the whole time like a rock in the same 
posture, his head resting on his left hand, and in that attitude 
abiding the pelting of the pitiless storm.” Franklin re- 
sponded that the letters were from public men, upon subjects 
pertaining to the public interests, in which the people whom 
he represented were deeply involved, and that the transmis- 
sion of them was a public act. But the prejudices of the 
Court were all against him, and the petition was declared 
scandalous and vexatious, and its prayer refused. It was of 
a piece with the infatuation with which the Government was 
seized, and in which it persevered until the nation was rent. 
Perceiving that little could be effected to stay the hand of 
power raised against the Colonies, he returned to America in 
1775. On the day after his arrival he was elected, by the 
Assembly of Pennsylvania, a member of the Continental 
Congress, where he was at once laboriously employed. In 
the fall of this year he visited Canada for the purpose of in- 
ducing that province to join the Colonies, and to send delegates 
to Congress. His failure in this was said to have been due to 
religious animosities, which subsisted between the Canadians 
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and their neighbors, by whom their chapels had at different 
times been burned. Ile was a member of the committee 
which drew the Declaration of Independence, the passage of 
which he strongly advocated, and which he signed. In the 
same year he was president of the convention which adopted 
the new constitution of Pennsylvania, the main features of 
which were attributed to his mind, the single legislature and 
plural executive being favorite forms with him. Near the 
close of the year he was sent by Congress to France, to assist 
in securing an alliance with that power. This purpose was 
effected in February, 1778, and France thereby became in- 
volved in the war against England. By the surrender of 
Cornwallis at Yorktown, the British CAbinet finally came to 
see that their attempts to subdue the Colonies were futile, and 
on the 80th of November, 1782, articles of peace between the 
United States and Great Britain were concluded at Paris, 
through the agency of Franklin, Adams, and Jay. Formal 
treaties were subsequently concluded with Great Britain and 
other European nations, Franklin acting on the part of the 
United States in conducting the negotiations. 

Feeling the infirmities of age coming upon him, and having 
now the satisfaction of seeing his country acknowledged as an 
independent power and taking its place among the nations of 
the earth, he became desirous of returning to his native land, 
and, upon his application to Congress, Mr. Jefferson was sent 
to relieve him. In September, 1785, he arrived in Philadel- 
phia, and was received with the most flattering marks of re- 
spect and affection. Multitudes flocked to meet him, and a 
vast concourse, amid the ringing of bells, and the resound- 
ing of salvos of artillery, conducted him in triumph to his 
home. Ile was visited by the members of Congress and the 
principal inhabitants of the city; learned societies sent him 
congratulatory addresses; and on every hand joy for his return 
and veneration for his exalted character were manifested. 
He himself felt the highest satisfaction in being again settled 
in his own home. In a letter to a friend he says: “I am 
now in the bosom of my family, and find four new little prat- 
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tlers, who cling about the knees of their grandpapa, and 
afford me great pleasure. I am surrounded by my friends, 
and have an affectionate good daughter and son-in-law to 
take care of me. I have got into my niche, a very good 
house, which I built twenty-four years ago, and out of which 
I have been ever since kept by foreign employments.” 

But this retirement he was not permitted long to enjoy; 
for he was almost immediately chosen a member of the Su- 
preme Executive Council, and not long afterwards, though now 
upon the verge of eighty, he was elected its President, which 
office he was chosen to fill annually for the constitutional 
period of three years. In addition to this, he was, in 1787, 
made a delegate to the convention which framed the Consti- 
tution of the United States, where his wisdom and long ex- 
perience in governmental employments made his opinions 
regarded with almost the veneration of an oracle. The in- 
terests in that convention were so conflicting that it came 
near breaking up without agreeing upon a constitution, a 
motion for a final adjournment having been proposed before 
anything had been accomplished. At this critical moment 
the voice of the aged Franklin was heard advocating humili- 
ation before God, and a more earnest effort for agreement. 
‘‘ Tlow has it happened, sir,” he said, “ that while groping so 
long in the dark, divided in our opinions, and now ready to 
separate without accomplishing the great object of our meet- 
ings, that we have not hitherto once thought of humbly ap- 
plying to the Father of Light to illuminate our understand- 
ings? In the beginning of the contest with Britain, when 
we were sensible of danger, we had daily prayers in this room 
for Divine protection. Our prayers, sir, were heard, and they 
were graciously answered.” Ife concluded by offering a 
resolution that, “ henceforth, prayers, imploring the assistance 
of Heaven, and its blessings on our deliberations, be held in 
this Assembly every morning before we proceed to business.” 

In the same year the corner-stone of a college to be located 
at Lancaster, was laid, which in honor of the President, and 
us a grateful recognition of his generous benefactions, was 
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named Franklin College. .Hector St. John, a learned 
Frenchman, was at the time travelling in this country, and 
in a work which he afterwards published in Paris, entitled, 
Voyage dans la Haute Pennsylvanie, he says: ‘In the year 
1787, I accompanied the venerable Franklin, at that time 
Governor of Pennsylvania, on a journey to Lancaster, where 
he had been invited to lay the corner-stone of a college which 
he had founded there for the Germans.” St. John records a 
conversation which occurred on the evening of the day of the 
eeremony, in which Franklin, in answer to a question by one 
of the citizens, gave an elaborate and critical account of the 
origin of the aborigines of this country, showing that his intel- 
lect was preserved, even at this great age, in its original vigor. 

In 1788, at the close of his term of office as a councillor, 
and Governor of the State, he retired altogether from public 
employments. He had earned a title to leisure; but even 
now he was only content to enjoy it according to his own 
definition in his Poor Richard’s sayings: Leisure is time for 
doing something useful. lis tongue and his pen were still 
busy, and to amuse and help him to pass the hours agree- 
ably, he had a small printing establishment set up in his 
room, where he busied himself as in his youthful days. 

On the 17th of April, 1790, after a long and most eventful 
life, singularly devoted to the service of his country and the 
good of mankind, Franklin quietly breathed his last, having 
attained to the age of nearly eighty-five years. Ile was not 
an author by profession, and yet few have been more volu- 
minous, or have written with as much thoughtful care. The 
number of his published works, aside from his vast corre- 
spondence, as enumerated by Sparks, amounts to three hun- 
dred and four. ‘They exhaust,” says Duyckinck, “ every 
method of doing good practically, which fell within the 
range of his powers or experience. They are upon topics 
of individual and social improvement; of the useful arts, 
which adorn and ameliorate daily life; of the science which 
enlarges the powers of the mind and increases the comfort 
of the body; of political wisdom, extending from the direction 
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at a village to the control and prosperity of the state.” In 
all his varied employments and benefactions, he always 
sought the elevation and permanent improvement of man- 
kind. The authorities of a town in Massachusetts which 
had been named after him, sought the gift of a bell for their 
church. He sent instead a handsome collection of books for 
a library, expressing in his answer to the application the 
hope that the good people of Franklin preferred sense to 
sound. 

The intelligence of his death created a profound sensation 
throughout America, and in Europe, where his name was 
greatly revered. Madison moved in Congress, that, ‘ being 
informed of the decease of Benjamin Franklin, a citizen 
whose native genius was not more an ornament to human 
nature than his various exertions of it have been precious to 
science, to freedom, and to his country. ..... as a mark 
of veneration due to his memory, the members wear the cus- 
tomary badge of mourning for one month.” A like tribute 
was voted by the Assembly of Pennsylvania. In France, the 
honors paid to his memory were extraordinary. At Paris, 
where his person was familiar, and his peculiar talents justly 
appreciated, he was the subject of sincere mourning and 
highest eulogy. Mirabeau, the most eloquent of men, as- 
cended the tribune, and spoke to an audience which hung in 
breathless silence upon his words, in that never-to-be-forgot- 
ten strain: ‘ Franklin is dead! Returned into the bosom of 
the divinity is that genius which freed America, and rayed 
forth upon Europe torrents of light. The sage whom the two 
worlds alike claim — the man for whom the history of science 
and the history of empires are disputing — held, beyond 
doubt, an elevated rank in the human species. For long 
enough have political cabinets noticed the deaths of those 
who ,were only great in their funeral orations; for long 
enough has court-etiquette proclaimed hypocritical mourning. 
Nations should only wear mourning for their benefactors. 
The representatives of nations ought only to recommend to 
their homage the heroes of humanity. The Congress has or- 
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dained, in the thirteen States of the Confederation, a mourn- 
ing of two months for the decease of Franklin; and America 
is acquitting at this very moment that tribute of veneration 
for one of the fathers of her Constitution. Would it not be 
worthy of us, gentlemen, to join in that religious act; to 
participate in that homage, rendered, before the face of the 
universe, both to the rights of man, and to the philosopher 
who has the most contributed to extend their acknowledgment 
over all the world? Antiquity would have raised altars to 
that vast and powerful genius, who, for the advantage of 
mortals, embracing in his aspirations heaven and the earth, 
knew how to tame tyrants and their thunderbolts. France, 
enlightened and free, owes at the least an expression of re- 
membrance and regret for one of the greatest men who have 
ever aided philosophy and liberty. I propose that it be de- 
creed that the National Assembly wear mourning during 
three days for Benjamin Franklin.” The motion, which was 
seconded by Lafayette, was adopted in the Assembly by ac- 
clamation. The Abbe Fauchet delivered a eulogy upon his 
life and genius before the Commune of Paris; and Condor- 
cet, before the Academy of Sciences, portrayed his character 
in an elaborate oration. Colleges and learned societies 
thioughout the United States vied in paying honors to his 
name, and in every generation since, the pen of the scientist, 
the poet, and the historian, has been busy in perfecting his 
praises. The following fragment of an Horatian ode, ad- 
dressed to his memory by an obscure poet, John Parker, is a 
just tribute to his unaffected simplicity, and never varying 
integrity, which were among the most marked attributes of 
his character : 


What diff’rence then can virtue claim 
From vice, if it oblivivus lie? 

While I can sing your spotless.name, 
Your worthy deeds shall never die. 


Nor shall oblivion’s livid power 
Your patriotic toils conceal: 
Alike in good or adverse hour 
A patron of the common-weal. 
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Forever faithful and sincere, 

Your hands from gilded baits are free: 
The public villain stands in fear 

You should perpetual consul be. 


The knave possest of shining pelf, 
Can never sway your honest choice: 

For justice, emblem of yourself, 
Exalts above the rabble’s voice. 


Nor can we rank him with the blest, 

To whom large stores of wealth are given; 
But him who of enough possest 

Knows how to enjoy the gifts of Heaven. 


Who poverty serenely bears, 

With all the plagues the gods can send; 
Who death to infamy prefers, 

To save his country or his friend. 
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GOVERNORS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1790. 
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THOMAS MIFFLIN, 


PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 
November 5, 1788, to December 20, 1790. 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1790, 
December 21, 1790, to December 17, 1799. 


HE venerable Franklin, then in his eighty-second year, 
determined, at the expiration of his term as President 
of the Council, to withdraw altogether from public employ- 
ments, In casting about for a successor to so illustrious a 
man, none seemed more worthy than the soldier who, during 
the War of the Revolution, had been among the most able 
and devoted in the country’s service. The choice fell upon 
Thomas Mifflin, and it is a distinction which he enjoys above 
all others who have been elevated to the enviable position of 
Chief Executive of the Commonwealth, both before and 
since, that he for the longest period exercised this power, hav- 
ing been two years President of the Council, and for three 
terms Governor, an aggregate of eleven years. 

Thomas Mifflin was descended from one of the earliest 
settlers in Pennsylvania, and was born in Philadelphia, in 
1744. It was the purpose of his father that the son should 
follow a mercantile profession, and his education was in a 
manner directed to that end, though he is described’ as 
having passed with reputation through the usual collegiate 
course. His parents were Quakers, and he was early trained 
in their faith and practices; but on taking arms at his 
country’s call, his connection with that body was severed. 
Upon the completion of his school education, he entered the 


counting-house of William Coleman, whom Franklin por- 
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trays as one of the members of his celebrated Junto, and 
“who,” he declared, ‘had the coolest, clearest head, the best 
heart, and the exactest morals of almost any man I ever met 
with. He became afterwards a merchant of great note, and 
one of our Provincial judges.” 

Upon attaining his majority he made the tour of Europe, 
spending considerable time in England and France. NReturn- 
ing with enlarged views of trade and commerce, as witnessed 
in the old marts of EKurope, and with manners and tastes 
tinged by the modifying influences of travel, he entered into 
business partnership with his brother, in the city of Philadel- 
phia, with little expectation of figuring prominently in one 
of the most momentous struggles for humanity that the world 
has ever seen. But in 177 2 when only twenty-eight years 
of age, he was called from his mercantile pursuits to the 
more public and honorable duties of the council-chamber, 
having been elected one of the two members of the Legisla- 
ture from the city of Philadelphia. Te was re-elected on the 
following year, when he was a colleague of Franklin, then 
just chee a from his mission to England. 

So acceptable were his services in the Assembly, that 
when the appointment of delegates to the First Continental 
Congress came to be made, he was selected as one; and in 
that body, which has been pronounced, by the most com- 
petent authority, unrivalled for wisdom, ability, and sage 
counsel, among the great nations of antiquity or of more 
modern times, he occupied a position of commanding in- 
fluence, and we find his name associated upon important 
committees with those of Henry, Livingston, Jay, Adams, 
and Rutledge. ‘“ When the news,” says Dr. Rawle, his 
biographer, “of the battle of Lexington reached Philadel- 
phia, a town meeting was called, and the fellow- citizens 
of Mifflin were delighted by his animated oratory. Other 
addresses were delivered on this solemn occasion, all of 
which partook of the same feeling; but, although the young- 
est of the speakers, Mifflin had ‘the BVbLGGRe merit of sug- 
gesting the necessity of a steady adherence to the resolu- 
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tions that were adopted. The language with which he con- 
cluded was long remembered. ‘ Let us not,’ he said, ‘be 
bold in declarations, and afterwards cold in action. Let not 
the patriotic feeling of to-day be forgotten to-morrow, nor 
have it said of Philadelphia, that she passed noble resolu- 
tions, slept upon them, and afterwards forgot them !’” 

He was through life noted for his fervid eloquence, and in 
arousing the populace to a sense of the danger which threat- 
ened them in the opening era of the revolution, his tongue 
was often unloosed, and never without instant and electric 
effect. But his was a hand to do as well as to point the way. 
When troops were to be enlisted and drilled, he was among 
the foremost to organize and train them, and was selected as 
Major of one of the earliest formed regiments. The patriot 
blood spilled at Lexington and Concord fired a martial spirit 
throughout America, by which the bold leaders in every 
State were nerved to resist and resent those unprovoked as- 
saults; and when Washington appeared at the camp in Boston 
as the Commander-in-chief of the American armies, Mifflin 
was by his side. Recognizing his great personal popularity, 
the ease and dignity of his manners, the breadth and sound- 
ness of his views, Washington placed him at once at the head 
of his military family. In the absence, or at the retirement 
from the table of the chief, it fell upon Mifflin to occupy his 
place, and do the honors; and for this duty, by his social posi- 
tion at home and his foreign travel, he was admirably fitted. 
“This his [Washington’s] station, as Commander-in-chief,” 
says Irving, ‘‘ required to be kept up in ample and hospitable 
style. very day a number of his officers dined with him. 
As he was in the neighborhood of the seat of the Provincial 
government, he would occasionally have members of Con- 
gress and other functionaries at his board. Though social, 
however, he was not convivial in his habits. He received 
his guests with courtesy; but his mind and time were too 
much occupied by grave and anxious concerns, to permit 
him the genial indulgence of the table. Ilis own diet was 
extremely simple. Stmetimes nothing but baked apples or 
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berries, with cream and milk. He would retire early from 
the board, leaving an aid-de-camp or one of his officers to 
take his place. Colonel Mifflin was the first person who 
officiated as aid-de-camp. Ile was a Philadelphia gentleman 
of high respectability, who had accompanied him from that 
city and received his appointment shortly after their arrival 
at Cambridge.” * 

The British army occupied the town of Boston, while that 
of Washington was encamped before it, and was employed in 
checking the enemy’s movements and in striking his foraging 
parties. In an affair with one of these parties, Mifflin had 
his first experience of hostile encounter. ‘ A detachment,” 
says Dr. Rawle, “had been sent from the British army to a 
place called Lechmire’s Point, for the purpose of collecting 
eattle. Mifflin solicited and obtained the command of a party 
to oppose them, and succeeded, with half-disciplined militia, 
in repelling the regular soldiery. An eye-witness, the aged 
and venerable General Craig, declared to the writer, that he 
‘never sawa greater display of personal bravery than was 
exhibited on this occasion in the cool and intrepid conduct 
of Colonel Mifflin.’ ” 

On the 4th of July, 1775, Washington issued a general 
order to his troops, directing their attention to the importance 
of strict obedience, and commending them to the guidance 
of Heaven. THe also proceeded to organize the entire army. 
The difficult position of Quartermaster-General he assigned 
to Mifflin. The duties were new and arduous. Everything 
was in confusion. Order had to be established, system to be 
inaugurated, and a vigilant watchfulness maintained that the 
army should want for nothing which could contribute to its 
efficiency and to its comfort. 

When the routine had in a measure been confirmed, and 
discipline began to sit easily and naturally upon the troops, 
Mrs. Washington came to headquarters, and greatly assisted 
in entertaining the numerous guests who were constantly 
flocking thither. The headquarters of the several general 


* Irying’s Washington, Vol. II. p. 13. 
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officers were maintained with considerable state. Not the 
least pretentious was that of Mifflin. Graydon describes him 
at this period as ‘‘a man of education, ready apprehension, 
and brillianey, very easy of access, with the manners of gen- 
teel life, though occasionally evolving those of the Quaker;” 
and John Adams, who visited him during a recess of Con- 
gress, says, “I dined at Colonel Mifflin’s with the General 
(Washington) and lady, and a vast collection of other com- 
pany, among whom were six or seven sachems and warriors 
of the French Caughnawaga Indians, with their wives and 
children. A savage feast they made of it, yet were very 
polite in the Indian style. I was introduced to them by the 
General as one of the grand council at Philadelphia, which 
made them prick up their ears. They came and shook 
hands with me.’’* 

On the 19th of May, 1776, Congress appointed and com- 
missioned Mifflin to be a Brigadier-General, and he was given 
command of Pennsylvania troops. An assignment to the 
field was much more to his taste than one at headquarters, 
though it were that of Quartermaster-General of the army. 
“‘ He assumed,” says Graydon, who visited him about this time, 
‘Ca little of the veteran, from having been before Boston.” 
In August he was stationed at King’s Bridge in command of 
the regiments of Shee and Magaw. General Heath, who 
reviewed them there, says, “ They are the beet disciplined of 
any troops that I eet yet seen in the army.” 

After the battle of Long Island, disastrous to the Ameri- 
cans, Washington found it necessary to withdraw altogether 
trom the Island. To do so in the presence of the enemy, 
now in his immediate front, on the alert for an advantage and 
greatly outnumbering him, was a difficult matter. The means 
of transportation were but insignificant—a few row-boats 
and transports, the latter useless except with favoring winds. 
Fortunately, the night of the 29th of September was foggy, 
and under cover of this Washington determined to attempt 
the withdrawal. Nine thousand men, with all the munitions 


* Letters of John Adams, V9” L. p. 85. 














































































































) sek oft. o8 auoviegails fi v-poa 


| einod- Ot volt 4 tnsoil 
a 
ck 






int d ed ‘y Bs f 
a aS a 
; 0a day Seay Ra ae yi ah 


ros ny lias SA ad & 40 ‘ sea atong Janol 
ioienotonggs yhoo ae ay a Dok sain | 
-19%9 to moan oat sliive 229998 * 0 v8 

sa vodau9 ot to deodlt guiviowe va 








| Abe eto ‘ail pak in’ 
aa | lo eeaver 6 gaiinb mid, botiety odw amabA adel baw) as 
leroao®) oft dtiv staf fonolo ic boaih 1” ayant 
109 “900 Io gottvelles: tasy «bee eehal. haa, (sotgaidesY eae 
aioliaw bent estoufona HOvOR 10. mie OL arroulye. QroRe YR 
bus avin aiodt chive visibal wyawandgued donor edd few. 
yov oiow, jog di to ebm yous tensk ogevan A, motile iE OU 
odt yd erault of boenbostal. aaw 1 olyta maibal ont ai otilog il fo: 
dotilw oidglobalidt te lionyos basrg odt toou0 eo IenomgDee 
doodle, bas sceo yout 21g mae qu doing onedd ‘aban : sg ie 
| at een dieebawiig 
Ate baa boinioggs exaryo0, avi yo to Oh add Oi wt ie 
novig eww od baa leouo-ibagittl « od of mihi bonoiesion ) 
odlt of daormrulesn nA eons, sinevizenue’l, ‘to viesenese me 
metmupheod ta ano ond) otaet aiid ot opont: douse, rage ye | 
NTS sult Yo IeronoD-ralenarn non to, todd baad ta aywodlt 
omit eidt dsoda suid bottety od .nobryord aioe be, nae 
* coteoh soled good waived ssott senoton ult ‘Yo altail ae ur 
to buncimoo ai og bind, ¢ ‘yall to houoiiaia ea oul tau Hh. ai ie ie 
oct liao Zee Riga ee anes “ ah i OR Dy 













































a“ xara ‘oh prarey 


rodioyotls wnnsbl ivr od yranesogi, 4h bosch, | 

enon alt to poncacig ott. ah oa ob, ae 
Daca age sah. sas, wok tole oct, so oii 
eanont od'T  gottment Hosoi any 


278 GOVERNORS UNDER CONSTITUTION OF 17%. 


of war, were to be transported. Mifflin, with his Pennsylva- 
nia troops, had been brought down from King’s Bridge a day 
or two before. ‘Every eye brightened as they marched 
briskly along the line with alert step and cheery aspect.” 
When it was determined to retire, these troops were selected 
to cover the movement, a most difficult and dangerous part. 

Irving, in his Life of Washington, gives a vivid account | 
of the incidents of this remarkably successful manceuvre. 
‘¢ Tt was late in the evening,” he says, ‘‘when the troops be- 
gan to retire from the breastworks. As one regiment quietly 
withdrew from their station on guard, the troops on the right 
and left moved ‘up and filled the vacancy. There was a sti- 
fled murmur in the camp, unavoidable in a movement of the 
kind; but it gradually died away in the direction of the river 
as the main body moved on in silence and order. ... The 
embarkation went on with all possible dispatch under the 
vigilant eye of Washington, who stationed himself at the 
ferry, superintending every movement. In his anxiety for 
dispatch, he sent back Colonel Scammel, one of his aids-de- 
camp, to hasten forward all the troops that were on the march. 
Scammel blundered in executing his errand, and gave the 
order to Mifflin likewise. The General instantly called in his 
pickets and sentinels, and sect off for the ferry. 

‘‘ By this time the tide had turned; there was a strong wind 
from the north-east; the boats with oars were insufficient to 
convey the troops; those with sails could not make headway 
against wind and tide. There was some confusion at the 
ferry, and in the midst of it, General Mifflin came down with 
the whole covering party, adding to the embarrassment and 
uproar. 

““¢ Good God! General Mifflin!’ cried Washington, ‘I am 
afraid you have ruined us by so unseasonably withdrawing 
the troops from the line.’ 

“¢T did so by your order,’ replied Mifflin, with some 
warmth. ‘It cannot be!’ exclaimed Washington. ‘By G—, 
I did!’ was the blunt rejoinder. ‘Did Scammel act as aid- 
de-camip for the day, or did he not?’ ‘Ile did.’ ‘Then,’ 
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said Mifflin, ‘I had orders through him.’ ‘It is a dreadful 
mistake,’ rejoined Washington, ‘and unless the troops can re- 
gain the lines before their absence is discovered by the enemy, 
the most disastrous consequences are to be apprehended.’ 

‘‘ Mifflin led back his men to the lines, which had been 
completely deserted for three quarters of an hour. Fortu- 
nately, the dense fog had prevented the enemy from discov- 
ering that they were unoccupied. The men resumed their 
former posts, and remained at them until called off to cross 
the ferry. ‘ Whoever has seen troops in a similar situation,’ 
writes General Heath, ‘or duly contemplates the human heart 
in such trials, will know how to appreciate the conduct of 
these brave men on this occasion.’ ”’ * 

Upon taking the field, Mifflin was relieved of the duties of 
Quartermaster-General, and General Stephen Moylan was 
appointed to succeed him. Moylan was a gentleman of habits 
ill suited to the difficult task of providing for an army where 
the authority for calling in supplies was little respected, and 
the means of paying for them was rarely in hand; and not 
long after accepting the position, abandoned it. Mifflin was 
importuned to resume its duties, and Congress passed a for- 
mal resolve, requesting him to again undertake their dis- 
charge. It was a sacrifice to yield the chance of distinction 
to which he was now in a fair way, and give himself to the 
most trying labors with no hope of advancement. But, obe- 
dient to the call of his country, and a sense of duty, he with- 
drew from his command and devoted himself most industri- 
ously to his old task. 

The reverses of the American army during the summer 
and fall of 1776 culminated in its withdrawal into New Jer- 
sey, hotly pursued: by the British troops. Pennsylvania was 
threatened, and especially Philadelphia, where Congress was 
sitting. At this dark hour, General Mifflin was sent with 
despatches from Washington to Congress, calling on that 
body loudly for help. Mifflin, at the request of Congress, 
made a stirring address, setting forth the perilous situation, 


* Irving’s Life of Washington, Vol. II. pp. 313-315. 
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and appealing, in that fervid strain of eloquence of which he 
was master, for the means to oppose the further advance of a 
defiant enemy. That body was greatly exercised, and imme- 
diately ordered that General Mifflin should remain near Con- 
gress for consultation and advice, notifying the Commander- 
in-chief of its action. As the American army continued to 
fall back, and the enemy to advance, the peril became every 
day more imminent. Gencral Putnam was sent to take com- 
mand in Philadelphia, and General Mifflin was placed in 
charge of the war material and stores deposited in the city. 

The victory at Trenton, near the close of December, pro- 
duced a gleam of hope; and taking advantage of the encour- 
agement which it inspired, Congress determined to send some 
one capable of arousing the masses throughout the State of 
Pennsylvania, in order that, by his personal appeals, they 
might be drawn to the support of Washington’s decimated 
ranks. No man was better fitted than General Mifflin, and 
he was designated for that duty. The Assembly was requested 
to send a suitable committee to accompany him‘on his mis- 
sion, which was accordingly done. He visited the principal 
places throughout the Commonwealth, and from the stump, 
the court-house, and the church were heard with delight 
his spirit-stirring words. The work of recruiting was re- 
vived, and the ranks of the army were visibly strengthened. 
In acknowledgment of his services on this occasion, Con- 
gress bestowed on him, in the following month, the rank of 
Major-General. 

His duties as Quartermaster-General were continued, though 
ealled to other and arduous cares, and in the fall of this year 
they were still further increased by his appointment as a 
member of the Board of War, established by Congress, which 
consisted of three members, General Mifflin, Timothy Pick- 
ecing, and Robert H. Harrison. It was provided that the 
members of this Board should be composed of military men, 
not members of Congress, in order that professional advice 
and counsel might always be at the service of that body. 
Harrison declined to serve, and General Gates, Colonel 
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Joseph Trumbull, and Richard Peters were added, making 
the number five, of which Gates was chosen president. 

Overborne with the cares and responsibilities of his various 
offices, General Mifflin’s health became so much impaired that 
he deemed it advisable to withdraw from active duty, and sent 
in his resignation; but Congress refused to accept it, and he 
continued to discharge the duties imposed, though obliged to 
leave much to his subordinates. Asa consequence, his affairs 
were involved in some confusion, and complaints were heard 
of pressing wants in the army which were not supplied. It was 
the darkest hour in the whole course of the war. The British 
army was quartered in the city of Philadelphia, rioting in 
profusion, while Washington, and his half starved, indiffer- 
ently clothed troops, were perishing in wretched cantonments 
at Valley Forge. It was next to impossible to obtain supplies, 
and the depreciated paper currency with which the farce of 
payment was made, furnished little inducement for those who 
had the needed articles to bring them forward. Mifflin con- 
tended that he ought not to be held responsible for the con- 
duct of those over whom he had no efficient control. Con- 
gress held that the head of a department was accountable for 
the entire management of all its operations, whether by prin- 
cipal or deputy. So far as his own accounts were concerned, 
they were known to be correct, the confusion complained of 
being the work of subordinates. 

In March, 1778, a successor, in the person of General 
Greene, was appointed, and General Mifflin was directed to 
render ‘fa statement of the preparations for the next cam- 
paign, and deliver the articles on hand to him.” 

As the time drew near when it was evident that the enemy 
would be obliged to evacuate Philadelphia, and an active 
campaign would open, General Mifflin sought and obtained 
leave to join the army in the field.‘ By one of those strange 
vacillations,” says Dr. Rawle, “to which public bodies are 
always liable, Congress, after having at different times mani- 
fested almost unbounded confidence, suddenly requested Gen- 
eral Washington to make an inquiry into his conduct, and if 
































































































































T8 


aati debiaca gTOW stutetb 1 
. daobieowy avrods, es ay 
asoliny eid to eoillidianoy me nb 
Jodi boxiagett dost oe on 49 a Nuoil ata 
inva has ~yinh ovioa snot wi 2 is ws an | bit 
od beta. ei, 1poDoe, o} Deeniot keonyaoD Ind (alte 
o} bogildo dyvodt beeoqart voltush old pind 4 
etistia eli oonoupoenon oak eotnoibiodsa eid om 
bisod.osow atainlgoos ham roleito9 gettow nt bow 
zawil .beilqqna jos s1aw doidyn yoo onlt at whiinwe'g 
daitivl olT raw out to oamogobodw ol? ati tvod) ae 
ni gcitois, sidqlobalidd to yaly wilt at heroneup ew wires 2 
rshtibai havasta tad eff baw addyuides W olidw’ troiaitotq’ 
etasiumotuss bedetoue si guiuleinog SII ROOT bef 
soilaque mintdo ot oldigaoqarl of ieon aay IL sogro'l: 
‘to sort oft slotdw sii; ‘yomorioa toqeg | botaivorye! 
oidu ceouslt yot dnoosoowbal oltvil bodelanst obact es 
“109, witht. .baawaok esau gatid of volsitts bobs 
-9, os}, 108 oldiaaogaor blod od of Jost tdgvo eat 
-200,.. Jortage iaaiviite, om bail edt civonlye 100 | 
qt oldginuovea enw sgomtings 7 f pidt ts 
-thig yd radios anotmogo ai ths to Jaomitey, : 
sbacrroon09 oo etasooon' sero vist an “udt of! vein 10 faqis’ 
‘to Designee apnuhooia spied doomed odo) eeworad oxow youe! 
- poteaifrtodua ‘Yo ato Pits 
Best ‘40 neers on at oaesoone ae 
ot betsotib saw cil Istono fa Sotaiogas ' 
seo dn, act 40h enoitereqong., vetit to. dnomtotate 
Syrah of baad ro noloitsa ont 
qiseste ox? sad teobive vow ii moulw vs0n 
ies a8 ina prea HavoRVa 















































282 GOVERNORS UNDER CONSTITUTION OF 1790. 


the distresses of the army were owing to his misconduct, or 
that of his inferior officers, to order a court-martial. We 
may reasonably suppose that this procedure arose from clamors 
with which Congress was beset, and which they knew not how 
otherwise to appease.” As for General Mifflin, he was ready 
and anxious for an examination. Being unable to obtain one, 
he again returned his commission to Congress; but that body 
knew too well the great services that he had rendered, and 
was capable of rendering, to accept it, and his resignation 
was again refused. 

Seareely a month from this time, Congress placed in his 
hands a million of dollars with which to settle the claims 
outstanding during his administration. No better evidence 
than this is needed of the entire confidence of the Goyvern- 
ment in his absolute integrity and virtue. Asa further proof 
of the faith which was placed in his capacity and judgment, 
he was, in January, 1780, appointed by Congress a member 
of a board to examine and devise means for retrenching the 
general expenses, and a vote of thanks was tendered for the 
*‘ wise and salutary plans recommended.” 

The despondency and gloom which settled down upon the 
nation during the winter of 1777, in which the army was at 
Valley Forge and the enemy in Philadelphia, produced such 
results as would be expected. It was a season of fault-find- 
ing. Pennsylvanians were especially impatient at beholding 
the fairest portions of the State given over to the enemy, and 
its metropolis a prey to the spoiler. Blame fell upon the 
Commander-in-chief. He was believed to be too cautious, 
and the Fabian policy, by which he seemed to be governed, 
was stigmatized as leading to utter ruin. In this view a con- 
siderable party in Congress and many officers in the army 
sympathized, Lovell, of Massachusetts, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and Samuel Adams, being of the 
number. Indeed it would scem, from the fact that Congress 
created at this period a Board of War, in which authority 
was vested superior to that of the Commander-in-chief, that 
a majority of that body were of the same opinion. The 
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officers in the army most active in giving currency to these 
views were Generals Gates and Conway. The party of which 
they were the leading spirits was known as the Conway 
Cabal, and its object, as was charged, was to elevate General 
Gates to the position of Commander-in-chief, in place of 
Washington, Gates’ fortunate success at Saratoga, where he 
had compelled the whole British army under Burgoyne to 
lay down its arms, had brought him prominently before the 
country, and the fact that he was elected Chairman of the 


‘new Board of War, gave some color to the charge, as indi- 


cating the direction in which popular favor was setting. 
General Mifflin was classed with this party, and by reason of 
his being associated with Gates in the Board of War, it was 
natural that the two should be intimate and should sympathize 
with eachotherin opinion. Itis undoubtedly true that Mifflin 
believed Washington over-cautious, and desired to see a more 
daring policy inaugurated ; but that he ever contemplated the 
elevation of Gates to the supreme command, or even desired 
it, there is no evidence. On the contrary, we have his positive 
denial of having sought such a result. | 

In a letter to Colonel Delany, written on the Ist of Feb- 
ruary, 1788, he says: ‘‘ As a man of sense and honor, you 
must judge what my feelings must be, when I am told that 
my old acquaintance, Colonel Delany, had charged me with 
a design of ruining General Washington, and of setting up 
General Gates in opposition to him. As a friend to my 
country, I have spoken my sentiments on public matters with 
decency and firmness. I love and esteem General Washing- 
ton, and know him too well even to wish for an exchange. 
I love my country, and for her sake deprecate the idea of 
such a change. ButI have seen, and among my friends have 
said, that General Washington’s judgment in military points 
was frequently counteracted by what I believed a dangerous 
influence. I have quoted Long Island and Mount Washing- 
ton as instances of that influence, and have lamented that the 
General did not consider the great value of his own private 
judgment, a judgment universally admitted and admired.” 
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That General Washington had been unfortunate in the 
battles of Brandywine and Germantown was apparent to all. 
To criticise fairly his conduct in them was the right and the 
duty of freemen. Whether a more daring leader would 
have done better is a question which will ever remain open 
to discussion. That there were those at that period, among 
the purest patriots, who did question Washington’s conduct, 
is evident. ‘That Mifflin did so, should be no derogation to 
his honor, or to his integrity to the cause. On the contrary, 
it would seem to prove his impatience of delay, and the 
intensity of his devotion to the struggle in which he had 
staked fortune and life itself. 

In 1788, General Mifflin was elected a member of Congress, 
and in the fall of that year had the satisfaction of being ele- 
vated to the position of presiding officer of that grave and 
dignified body. In that capacity he acted during the closing 
events of the Revolution, and received back the commission 
from Washington when he formally tendered his resignation. 
The event was a deeply affecting one. Tor eight long years 
Washington had, through many gloomy periods, stood at the 
head of the army. In a spirit of the loftiest patriotism, 
when, by his steadfastness and valor, he had won a final 
triumph, and saw the armies of the enemy, crestfallen, with- 
drawing from the contest, instead of being swayed by that 
vaulting ambition which has almost without exception pos- 
sessed the world’s great conquerors, he counselled the quiet 
disbanding of the army, and taking leave of his companions- 
in-arms, repaired to the halls of Congress, delivered up his 
commission, which at the first he had received with fear and 
trembling, and retired to his peaceful home on the banks of 
the Potomac, with no more power than the humblest citizen, 
joyful at the prospect of finally knowing the peace and quiet 
of private life. The scene which was presented, when he 
stood in the presence of the assembled Congress, and with a 
voice faltering with emotion pronounced his last words as the 
head of the army, is one worthy the loftiest inspiration of the 
painter. His concluding words were most memorable. “TI 
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consider it,” he says, ‘‘an indispensable duty to close this last 
act of my official life by commending the interests of our 
dearest country to the protection of Almighty God, and those 
who have the superintendence of them to his holy keeping. 
Having now finished the work assigned me, I retire from the 
great theatre of action, and, bidding an affectionate farewell 
to this august body, under whose orders I have so long acted, 
I here offer my commission, and take my leave of all the em- 
ployments of public life.” 

The reply of President Mifflin was worthy of the occasion: 
“The United States, in Congress assembled, receive, with 
emotions too affecting for utterance, the solemn resignation 
of the authorities under which you have led their troops with 
success through a perilous and a doubtful war. Called upon 
by your country to defend its invaded rights, you accepted 
the sacred charge, before it had formed alliances, and while 
it was without funds or a Government to support you. You 
have conducted the great military contest with wisdom and 
fortitude, invariably regarding the rights of the civil power 
through all disasters and changes. You have, by the love 
and confidence of your fellow-citizens, enabled them to dis- 
play their martial genius, and transmit their fame to poster- 
ity. You have persevered until these United States, aided 
by a magnanimous king and nation, have been enabled, 
under a just Providence, to close the war in freedom, safety, 
and independence; in which happy event we sincerely join 
you in congratulations. Having defended the standard of - 
liberty in this new world, having taught a lesson useful to 
those who inflict and to those who feel oppression, you retire 
from the great theatre of action with the blessings of your 
fellow-citizens. But the glory of your virtues will not termi- 
nate with your military command; it will continue to ani 
mate remotest ages. We feel, with you, our obligations to 
the army in general, and will particularly charge ourselves 
with the interests of those confidential officers who have at- 
tended ‘your person to this affecting moment. We join you 
in commending the interests of our dearest country to the 
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protection of Almighty God, beseeching him to dispose the 
hearts and minds of its citizens to improve the opportunity 
afforded them of becoming a happy and respectable nation. 
And for you we address to Him our earnest prayers that a life 
so beloved may be fostered with all Ilis care; that your days 
may be as happy as they have been illustrious; and that He 
will finally give you that reward which this world cannot 
give.” 

In the Assembly of the State which met in 1785, Mifflin 
was a member, and was elected its speaker. He was also a 
member of the Convention which sat in 1787 for the forma- 
tion of the Constitution of the United States, and to that 
instrument his name was affixed. In 1788, he was chosen a 
member of the Supreme Executive Council, and towards the 
close of the year, upon the retirement of Franklin, he was 
elected president. The dissatisfaction which was early man- 
ifested towards the State Constitution of 1776, and which had 
been a constant subject of contention and party wrangle since, 
was more than ever displayed after the adoption of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. .A comparison of it with that 
instrument only served to magnify its defects, and it was ac- 
cordingly determined by the Council of Censors, who were 
charged with considering the question every seven years, to 
eall a convention to revise it. That convention met in 1790, 
and over its deliberations Mifflin, who had been elected one 
of its members, was ealled to preside. On many questions 
which were discussed there was division of sentiment, and, 
consequently, spirited debate. The election of Governor, 
whether by electors or by popular vote, the qualifications for 
suffrage, and the rights of masters who brought slaves in 
visiting the State from other States, were among the themes 
which called forth the most animated discussions. In all 
these questions Mifflin sided with the liberal party, and gave 
his votes for its measures. 

The Constitution was no sooner adopted and promulgated 
than the question began to be agitated who should be the 
first Governor. As there had been divisions among the dele- 
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gates in the convention on the items of policy involved, so 
there were among the people upon the choice of a Governor. 
Two candidates were put forward, Thomas Mifflin and Arthur 
St. Clair. The latter had a bright military reputation, and 
was personally much esteemed, though his abilities and at- 
tainments were but moderate. Mifflin triumphed, being 
elected by a large majority, and was continued in office for 
that and the two succeeding terms. The routine of executive 
duty, as established by him under the new Constitution, with 
little variation has been preserved. There were two events 
during his administration which more than ordinarily moved 
the public mind. The first was the intemperate conduct of 
the French minister, Genet. In the heated discussions, which 
were the result, Governor Mifflin maintained a reserved and 
dignified position, and in the support of the State in its just 
relations with the national Government was most earnest. 
The second was the resistance, in some of the western coun- 
ties of the State, to the collection of the excise tax, and was 
commonly known as the “‘ Whiskey Insurrection.” It proved 
too formidable for the civil authorities, with the aid of the 
few soldiers which were called from Fort Pitt, to manage. 
Washington, who was then President, called out the militia 
of four States, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, and 
Virginia, to the number of twenty thousand men, for its sup- 
pression. Governor Mifflin marched promptly at the head 
of the Pennsylvania quota, and at Cumberland, Maryland, 
met the troops from the other States, where an organization 
of the forces was effected, Governor Lee, of Virginia, ‘ Light- 
Horse Harry,” being placed in chief command. In two di- 
visions, amounting to some fifteen thousand men, Lee pushed 
forward towards the disaffected districts. At the approach 
of so large a force, the insurgents became alarmed, and were 
glad to lay down their arms and sue for pardon. General 
Morgan, with a small force, was left in the district to insure 
security, and the main body returned rapidly and was dis- 
banded. A few of the leaders were apprehended and tried, 
but never convicted. 
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The Constitution limited the eligibility of holding the 
office of Governor to three terms of three years each. At 
the end of this maximum period, Governor Mifflin meditated 
areturn to private life; but before it had fully expired, the 
people, unwilling to dispense altogether with his services, 
elected him a member of the Legislature. His last official 
communication as Governor was made on the 7th of Decem- 
ber, 1799. It contained his farewell sentiments on taking 
leave of the office, and was replete with sage advice and 
counsel. It was received with every manifestation of respect 
by the Assembly, and an answer returned conceived in a 
kindly and affectionate spirit. Ife then took his seat in the 
Assembly, but did not long survive. He died during a ses- 
sion of the Iouse, then sitting at Lancaster, on the 21st of 
January, 1800. His decease was noticed with becoming 
ceremonies, resolutions being passed expressive of the high 
sense entertained for him as a soldier and a statesman, au- 
thorizing his interment at the public expense, and providing 
for the erection of a monument to his memory. 

“Thus ended,” says Dr. Rawle, “the checkered life of 
Thomas Mifflin — brilliant in its outset —troubled and per- 
plexed at a period more advanced — again distinguished, 
prosperous, and happy —finally clouded by poverty and op- 
pressed by creditors. In patriotic principle never changing 
—in public action never faltering—%in personal friendship 
sincerely warm —%in relieving the distressed always active 
and humane —in his own affairs improvident —in the busi- 
ness of others scrupulously just.” 
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THOMAS McKEAN, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1790, 
December 17, 1799, to December 20, 1808. 


HE State of Delaware was originally a part of Pennsyl- 
vania, and even after their legal severance the political 
relations which subsisted between them were intimate. 
Hence it was that Governor Dickinson represented both 
Colonies at successive periods in the Continental Congress, 
and was during the last years of his life a citizen of Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, though he was a portion of his time acting as 
Governor of both States. Governor McKean, likewise, had 
accorded him a common citizenship —holding the highest 
offices in both States at one and the same time. 

Thomas McKean was born on the 19th of March, 1734, in 
Londonderry, Chester County, Pennsylvania. Ile was the 
son of William and Letitia (Finney) Mclkean, both natives 
of Ireland. After receiving rudimentary instruction in the 
common branches, he was placed under the tuition of the Rev. 
Francis Allison, D. D., who acquired a great reputation as an 
educator and divine. Here young McKean gained a good 
knowledge of the ancient languages, and of the several 
sciences which were deemed requisite for a liberal education, 
and at the conclusion of his course entered the office of his 
kinsman, David Finney, of Newcastle, Delaware, as a student 
at law. Not long after commencing his legal studies, he was 
engaged as clerk to the Prothonotary of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, where he had the opportunity of seeing the prac- 
tice of the profession, the theory of which he was now intently 
studying. Two years later he was made Deputy Prothono- 


tary, and Register for the Probate of Wills, for the County 
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of Newcastle, in which position he carried the chief respon- 
sibility, the Prothonotary living for the most part on his 
estate eighty miles from the County-seat. 

Before he had attained the age of twenty-one, such had 
been his industry, he was admitted to practice in the several 
County courts, and in the contiguous counties of Penn- 
sylvania. In 1756, he received, unsolicited, the appointment 
of Deputy Attorney-General, to prosecute the pleas of the 
Crown in the County of Sussex, which duties he performed 
with great acceptability for a period of two years, when he 
resigned. 

In 1757, he was admitted to practice in the Supreme Court 
of Pennsylvania, and in the same year was elected Clerk of 
the Assembly. He was re-elected for the succeeding session, 
after which he declined a further service. In 1762, he was 
appointed by the Assembly, in connection with Cesar Rod- 
ney, to codify and print the laws of the State passed previous 
to the year 1752. | 

Having thus served a good apprenticeship to political life, 
by the discharge of some of its minor duties, and by labori- 
ous service in his profession, he in this year launched upon 
that stormy sea where, for half a century, with a stout heart 
and a steady hand, he braved its billows. In the October 
election he was chosen a representative to the General As- 
sembly from the County of New Castle, and was re-elected 
for seventeen successive years. Tor the last six years of this 
period he resided in Philadelphia, and though his constituents 
in Delaware were aware of his oft-expressed desire to be 
relieved, they continued to return him. ‘Finally, on the day 
of the general election in 1779, he attended at New Castle, 
where he addressed them upon the questions of the day, both 
State and National, and concluded by declining to be con- 
sidered a candidate for re-election. Placing great confidence 
in his judgment and penetration, a committee of citizens im- 
mediately waited on him and requested that he would name 
seven persons whom he thought most suitable to represent 
the County in the Assembly. Realizing the delicacy of such 
































 ettoqeot ‘teids ols hole ne 



























































































































alt ao ang jeomt out tt gaivil ~yintonoat colt pgilidia 

— gaoeageD oft arott sation yidigio inte me 
bad dowe oao-giaowd 1o ogs odd hoaintin bad od erotedl — 
fevevoe ant st eoiontg of bortinba: any oil vienbat eid nved oy AS 
anol to eeitanos anosmgiiaos od? nt ban gtinoo YAOI 
teromstiogas ot botisiloaan: ibovieoot od ,B8Tf ol  .sineviys 
edt Yo eaoly ont, osooROT OF losonoD-eounon yaged to 
heariotisg od aoltuh doidy Howe to ytawoD of} at nwo. | 
ail odie THOT vi to booq os x0 nr aa _ ew : - eG 


plod enrorque edtath soit ot rhe h es of, Seal Bory 
to Mol botoslo eaw ino Ont oil ws fice ainectkeonae 9 "| 
soleege — orld 10k bate lo-ort winter ol) A! AO OL ay eo 
aswel 2OUL al vapiviok: aodtut « bouiloob od doidw sods) 
-bogl snag dive aoltooano ab edo. oil) yd bodmiogga, 


Bsroivar < ~~ oad orltto aii 0 -— ee n) aie nie ts ; a 

















stil inoitilog ot son _ yo W 
imodial yd bas pont costes wht” 
nogs, badonsal 19% aittt nk orl 
joao tote a dite ywnimoo dt Now ach TOW th 
sodoioO odd al | ayrollid att boven! al baad ybaote & Daw 
ah foronge ont or oii mae nyo # oeeoda enw’ ol worioels 
potoeld-o1 sow baw sites 209K Yo yao fi sotk | 
bidt to army xia teal orlt ao" sermon, ovievwnone & y9e4 
ataoutitenoo ald dguodt bale aidqtobatidt piconet ois 
od of ovieoh howeonge «Tho aid Yo ornma, O19" O78 
bi edt aor giant: cenid anator oF bosatiaoo ‘yout 
olan well te bobaots eit: et ai asoitsal: 
‘Weed tub oilt to anoiteatp oalh xt 
| ; -109 od! ‘of guiuitooh edi Ne ve oer f sid 
-eortebitaos dno rlomat yotiow"t 








| set! anositio 40:0 HiT etOo iB 
ontent blac odd tad! Irobasu 
— taseorerr’ ‘ot oldating 





soga'to aa ns iil 


THOMAS McKEAN. 291 


a service, he at first refused to act; but upon the further so- 
licitation of the committee, after consultation with their asso- 
ciates, and upon their urgent appeal, he wrote the names of 
seven persons, every one of whom was almost unanimously 
elected. 

Recognizing the importance to the prosperity of a young 
and rising State of extending credit to men of deserving 
character and promise, the States of Pennsylvania and Dela- 
ware had early established public loan-offices. They were 
the means of effecting vast good, and were at times of incal- 
culable advantage to the State Governments; enabling them 
to realize money in events of pressing need. In 1764, Mr. 
McKean was appointed, by an Act of the Legislature, one of 
the trustees of the loan-oftiice for the County of New Castle, 
for the term of four years. The appointinent was renewed 
in 1768, and 1772, extending thus through a period of twelve 
years. 

In the Colonial Congress of 1765, commonly known as the 
Stamp Act Congress, which met in New York, Mr. McKean 
was a member from Delaware. It was the least in territory 
of all the States; and had the votes been taken according to 
number of population represented, its influence would have 
been insignificant. Mr. McKean saw this, and at the outset 
insisted that each State should have one vote, giving all the 
States an equal voice. Tis influence prevailed. This was 
the beginning of that jealousy and struggle for power be- 
tween the small and large States, which has extended to this 
day, and which is likely to produce convulsions in the future. 
It was the most difficult question that was met in the Con- 
vention which framed the Constitution of the Union. A 
compromise was finally agreed upon, giving the small States 
an equal voice in the Senate, but in the House only propor- 
tionate to its population. In this convention Mr. McKean 
was a member of the Committee which drew the memorial 
to the Lords and Commons, and with Mr. Livingston and 
Mr. Rutledge, was charged by Congress to revise the minutes 
of the proceedings. 
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One circumstance which occurred near the close of the 
session, so well illustrates the open, manly boldness with 
which he met every question, that it merits recital. It is 
given by the author of the sketch of Mr. McKean published 
in the Signers of the Declaration. ‘When the business was 
concluded,” he says, ‘‘and on the last day of the session, the 
President, and some timid members, refused to sign the pro- 
ceedings. Mr. Mclean then rose, and addressing himaelf 
personally to the President, remarked, that as he had not 
made a solitary objection to any of the measures which had 
been finally adopted, nor a single observation indicative of 
disapprobation, he requested that he would now assign his 
reasons for refusing to sign the petition. To this demand, 
the President replied that he did not conceive himself bound 
to state the cause of his objections. Mr. McKean rejoined 
that the gentlemen present had met together to endeavor to 
obtain the repeal of an unconstitutional and oppressive act 
of the British Parliament, and a redress of other grievances ; 
that as unanimity and harmony had hitherto prevailed among 
them, it appeared very extraordinary that any memf er should 
refuse to affix his name to what he had at Jeast apparently 
approved, without any excuse, or observation, on the occa- 
sion; and that, if there was anything treasonable, offensive, 
or indecent, in their proceedings, he thought it would be an 
act of comity, nay of duty, to advise his brethren of it. 
Other delegates spoke briefly to the same purport. Thus 
pressed to an explanation, the President, after a long pause, 
observed that ‘it was against his conscience.’ Mr. McKean 
now rung the changes upon the word conscience so long and 
loud that a plain challenge was given and accepted, in the 
presence of the whole Congress; but the President departed 
from New York the next morning before the dawn of day.” 
Robert Ogden, a delegate from New Jersey, also refused to 
sign. His conduct gave great offence to his constituents, 
and he was burned in efligy in several towns throughout the 
State. 

The nerve and ability displayed by Mr. McKean as delegate 
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to this Congress procured for him the warm approval of his 
constituents, and a unanimous vote of thanks from the <As- 
sembly. It insured also his rapid rise in public preferment. 
In July, 1765, he was appointed by the Governor sole Notary 
and Tabellion Public for the lower Counties on the Delaware, 
and in the same year was commissioned a Justice of the 
Peace, and of the Court of Quarter Sessions, for the County 
of New Castle. It was at the period when the people of the 
Colonies were greatly excited over the paralyzing blow about 
to fall in the taking effect of the Stamp Act. By its terms 
all legal papers, to be of validity, must be executed upon 
stamped paper. Mclean was upon the bench which boldly 
issued an order for all the officers of the court to proceed in 
their usual duties, using unstamped paper. This is declared 
to have been the first court in any of the Colonies which 
issued such an order. 

The early settlements upon the Delaware having been 
made under the dominion of a government and courts sitting 
in New York, it became eventually very inconvenient to 
consult the original records. Accordingly the Assembly, in 
1769, appointed him as its agent to proceed thither and 
make copies of all documents relating to the titles of real 
estate in the Province. These copies were by law made of 
equal validity with the original records, thus superseding all 
further necessity for appeal to them. 

In 1771, he was.appointed His Majesty’s Commissioner of 
Customs and Collector of the Port of New Castle. But this 
office was of but limited duration; for the Crown, intent 
upon asserting the right to tax, imposed an insignificant 
one to establish the principle. At this the heart of America 
was aroused and beat in indignation. Tyranny was scented | 
in the breeze, and the patriots in every Colony were in fre- 
quent correspondence upon the measures necessary to defeat 
the fell design. Among the foremost of these was Mr. 
McKean, and when delegates came to be appointed to the 
First Continental Congress, which sat at New York in 1774, 
he was selected to represent Delaware. <A little previous 
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to this he had taken up his permanent residence in Phila- 
delphia; but his old constituents in Delaware still claimed 
him as their own, and he accepted their choice, and through- 
out the whole period of the* Revolution, and until after 
the signing of the treaty of peace, a space of eight and a 
half years, le continued to represent that State in the na- 
tional council, though residing in another. It is found upon 
examination that no other member of that august assemblage 
was a member continuously, from the opening till the closing 
act. During all this period he devoted himself to the sacred 
cause of his country, giving the strength of his mature man- 
hood to the discharge of the many duties thrown upon him, 
and proving himself a power in that body of unequalled men. 
He was particularly useful in conducting the negotiations of 
the secret committee charged with procuring arms and am- 
munition from abroad, and in managing the monetary affairs 
of the new nation,— two of the most important and difficult 
of the subjects with which Congress had to deal. Ile was 
of the committee which drew the Articles of Confederation 
that bound the Colonies together, and gave to Congress the 
little power which it was allowed to exercise. 

The Declaration of Independence found no more active 
advocate, or firm supporter, than Mr. McKean. He believed 
that the time had fully come for adopting it, and he plead in 
private, as well as in public, with all the power of persuasion 
of which he was possessed, to draw those who thought the 
act premature to accord with him. Singularly enough, though 
he was one of the most active in securing its passage, and 
was present when the final votes were taken, affixing his 
signature to the instrument with the rest, yet in the printed 
journals of Congress, embracing this document, and in the 
acts of the several States, his name does not appear as one of 
the signers. Ina letter addressed to Mr. Alexander J. Dallas, 
in answer to an inquiry made relative to this omission, Mr. 
McKean says: ‘‘ My name is not in the printed journals of Con- 
gress ag a party to the Declaration of Independence, and this, 
like an error in the first concoction, has vitiated most of the 
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subsequent publications; and yet the fact is, that I was then a 
member of Congress for the State of Delaware, was person- 
ally present in Congress, voted in favor of independence on 
the 4th of July, 1776, and signed the Declaration after it had 
been engrossed on parchment, where my name in my own 
handwriting still appears.” It is interesting to trace the 
manner in which this error has crept into the public records. 
It appears that on the 19th of July, two weeks after its pas- 
sage, Congress directed that a copy of the Declaration should 
be engrossed on parchment and signed by every member. 
This engrossed copy was finished, and on the 2d of August 
was produced and signed. But previous to this day, McKean 
had obtained leave of absence, being then an officer of mili- 
tia, and for several weeks succeeding he was not in his place, 
he being absent on the 2d of August, the day on which the 
engrossed copy was signed. Ife returned to his place in 
October, and then affixed his name to that copy, as he had 
also to the original one on the 4th of July. It is probable, 
that in the mean time copies had been taken for publication 
as signed on the 2d of August, and before his signature was 
affixed. But his presence was too notorious to occasion any 
question as to the fact, even without his own testimony. 
When the preliminary vote was taken on the 2d of July, all 
the States declared in favor of it, except Pennsylvania and 
Delaware. The latter State had three members. Of these 
McKean voted for it, Read against it, and Rodney, the third, 
was absent. Seeing that the vote of his State was likely to 
be lost, McKean sent a messenger at his own expense, post- 
haste, to summon the absent member. Ie arrived in time 
to vote for the measure, thus carrying the State in its favor; 
and some of the opposing members of the Pennsylvania 
delegation absenting themselves, the vote was finally made 
unanimous. 

Where his influence could be exercised for the furtherance 
of the cause of Independence, there was his voice heard and 
his hand felt. In a convention of deputies from the several 
counties of Pennsylvania, assembled in Carpenter’s Hall, in 
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Philadelphia, in June, 1776, he was chairman, and was a prime 
mover in securing the passage of resolutions favorable to, and 
urging the adoption of a Declaration. The regiment of 
associators, of which he was colonel, passed a similar resolu- 
tion, He was also chairman of the Committee of Safety of 
Pennsylvania, and of the Committee of Inspection for the 
City of Philadelphia. 

Having uttered the word Independence, and pledged their 
lives, oe fortunes, and their sacred honors to its support, 
Congress was impressed with the necessity of preparing to 
strike in defence of their resolves. Accordingly on the Sth of 
July, the day following that on which the Declaration was 
adopted, it was agreed between a Committce of Congress and 
a Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, that the associated 
militia, who could be furnished with arms, should proceed 
without delay to New Jersey, there to remain until a flying 
camp of ten thousand men could be formed to relieve them. 
McKean was colonel of one of these regiments, and promptly 
marched at its head to Perth Amboy, to the support of 
Washington. The lines of the enemy were about six hun- 
dred yards distant. On one occasion several of their shallops 
were discovered sailing along the opposite shore in the 
direction of their ships. Mclean received orders to have 
his men in readiness to march at a moment’s warning, and 
they were called to arms. In a letter, written a few days 
later from camp, he thus describes the event which followed: 
“J left them,” he says, ‘‘ under Lieutenant-Colonel Dean, to 
be marched to town, whilst I mounted my horse, and waited 
on the General for orders. On the road, which is a straight 
and wide lane, (something hke Market Street,) all the way 
from the camp to the sound, and in a line with the enemy’s 
batteries, about twenty cannon-balls flew close to me, some- 
times on the one side, sometimes on the other, and some just 
over my head. I confess I was nota little alarmed, being 
the first time that I had ever heard a cannon-ball, but clapped 
spurs to my horse, and rode on amidst the balls for the 
General’s, where orders had just been issued to halt the 
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battalion. I was going to execute them, when, on turning 
round, I saw a horse shot through the neck with a four- 
pounder within much less distance than the width of Market 
-Street from me. The fire was so incessant, and so direct on 
the street that I had to return, that some gentlemen en- 
treated me to wait a short time; but, as the troops under my 
care were in full march, and Colonel Miles’ battalion close 
behind them, I thought it my duty to stop them, as some of 
them otherwise would probably be killed without a chance 
of effecting any beneficial service. On my return I found 
the fire hotter than before, the enemy then playing from 
three batteries of three or four guns each; but, through 
God’s favor, I escaped unhurt, and marched the troops to 
the camp.” 

As had been previously arranged, as soon as the flying 
camp was recruited, it took the place of the Associators, and 
they returned home, McIXcan resuming his seat in Congress, 
and affixing his name to the parchment-copy of the Declara- 
tion which had been generally signed on the 2d of August 
during his absence in camp. But new cares awaited him. 
‘‘ He found upon his return,” says the biographer above 
quoted, ‘ that he had been elected a member of the Conven- 
tion for forming a constitution for the State of Delaware. 
He accordingly departed for Dover on the second day after 
arriving home. Immediately on his arrival, after a fatiguing 
ride, a committee of gentlemen waited on him, and requested 
that he would prepare a constitution for the future Govern 
ment of the State. To this he consented. He retired to his 
room in the tavern, sat up all night, and having prepared it 
without a book or any assistance whatever, presented it 
at ten o’clock next morning to the Ifouse, when it was 
unanimously adopted.” Had a feat like this been performed 
in the ages of antiquity, it would have been heralded as 
having been done with the aid of some god, or the favored 
one would himself have been deified. | 

The manifestation of ability to perform herculean labors, 
brought him an endless variety of public employments, and 























ce - MeNsasta/ Rn MKOMtR!/! xn ah 


yey 8 aie aloon oat: dguonls. souls oatoit fed wna Y PSalioe 


£9, fomeltaeg omtioe dud? yun of bad T dedt teorta edt 


BOR io Ls jiroskhiw balliat odd (dadorg, binow sehvrioiiia' molt Nee a 


- ott yotyalg aodt youn, edt otdlod mad) netted) otf: ods 


| ape ales wrx 


au! 
























suit 0 pres sod otaodKe oF hil owe 4 


joatalé 40 dihiw odd madd opttnteil aaol donut nisttiw soba 
ao joatih oa hem dase 901.08 aavr cit od on mtorvt soon. 








vic wha eqoor ot am tad; Sack rode wiinw OF ott botsow 
ovolo noilatiad ‘esliM lonoloD bus ,dosenn tv at ota o189 
Yo ontoe ea uoodt gota ot wink yond tbgaoddts T joo buided 


bivct L cistot yor. 00 ootvre lniaitoned yun yalisetie to. 


dyuoull tod; dono anny awd to eptdt Qo aoisottad: pond 
ot aqoott od} bedereqe bar Jada haan L ovat eboD 
“\qpeitao ift 

sgiticht alt ga 1908 Bf paca xiecotaiile aood Derek 
bog etotainoseA, oft Yo ooaliy oil aloot ti bation esw qumno 
eens ni jeoe eid pabmeon no Ao lh omott ocraito4 bt 
melo edt ‘to yqoo-dsounlorg odd Ot donne aid gaixtie bos 
apn to bY edi ao hangia gliviowog wood had doi nol 
tid Botiawes eonao wom Apel quune tt ssdoads eid path 
ovode tadqatgotd ot epee ‘“anuion ait og base eit 
-197000 galt to xodiagte beigole s90d Sagal woxbdadi?” her 
omwatod, to, otet, oh sok bRORG Hews a yaiaetot adhe 
qotia yab baoses, ail} so, tovoh act betisgob ylyaibrooon 
gairgitet s xofts. devicw aid nol ylotathoorarl . ornosl iy, 
























boteoupot baw “atid no bodinvw, pomunlinigy ‘to: ols incnavo: i que 


mrovok) stusiat oild.,.108, avitotitenoo oy " ae i 


eid ot botites oIL .bolaseaos oi if) oT » onnd® 9 to ond. Nh 


if beingong quived bas ,tdyiadle go doa crore of 
tH Dotuseang rovotadyr oonmieiees ae 10, dood aN 


sw HF sod esolh oh ob gainrom ton soob'o. ash ta 





bomrrichiag wood aidt oli! tock a bel “thotgol 
es bablavasd good coved binow, 4 agin i hee 
horowsll ort 10, heme pat ene ~~ : can Oat 








ae Re 


298 GOVERNORS UNDER CONSTITUTION OF 1790. 


these not confined to one State. Early in Au,ust, 1777, he 
was tendered the office of Chief-Justice of Pennsylvania. 
His friends urged his acceptance. ‘‘ Upon the whole,” he 
says, In a letter to John Dickinson, ‘to prevent the least 
suspicion that I was against any government but such as I 
framed myself, and that I wanted to embroil the State, and 
occasion disaffection to the common cause, which had been 
liberally propagated, and to evidence that I had nothing in 
view but to promote the happiness of my country, I thought 
it my duty (though manifestly against my interest) to imitate 
the great Lord Hale, when pressed to the like by Cromwell, 
and was for the same, and better reasons, prevailed with to 
accept it.” The duties of the office which he thus entered 
upon, he continued to fulfil for the long period of twenty- 
two years. Ife was during the same year chosen President 
of the State of Delaware, so that, in addition to being a 
member of Congress and Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, he 
was at the same time the chief magistrate of another common- 
wealth. The British army was now occupying Philadelphia; 
and to discharge the several duties thus imposed, and elude 
the vigilance of the enemy, required the most untiring cir- 
cumspection. In a letter to John Adams, written some time 
afterwards, he says: “I have had my full share of the anxie- 
ties, cares, and troubles of the present war. For some time 
Iwas obliged to act as President of the Delaware State, and 
as Chief Justice of this. General Tfowe had just landed 
(August, 1777,) at the head of Elk River, when I undertook 
to discharge these two important trusts. The consequence 
was to be hunted like a fox by the enemy, and envied by 
those who ought to have been my friends. I was compelled 
to move my family five times in a few months, and at last 
fixed them in a little log-house on the banks of the Susque- 
hanna, more than a hundred miles from this place; but 
safety was not to be found there, for they were soon obliged 
to remove again on account of the incursions of the In- 
dians.” 

On the 25th of December, 1780, he addressed a letter to 
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the Legislature of Delaware, expressing his “ardent wish” 
that they would excuse him from further attendance as their | 
delegate in Congress, and that they would elect some person 
to succeed him. Or, if they desired that he should continue 
to represent them, that they would appoint some one to oc- 
cupy his place while he was absent upon the Supreme Court 
Circuit of Pennsylvania, and to allow him some relaxation 
from excessive toil at other times, when needed. He pleaded 
his inability to perform so many duties to his satisfaction, 
and that the rank he was obliged to maintain was such that 
his income from all his offices was insufficient. This request 
was not acceded to, and he continued to represent the State, 
though the complaint of lack of salary failed to have its 
effect; for during two years, 1779 and 1780, he received 
nothing whatever for his services. 

The effort to be relieved of his Congressional labors, 
instead of resulting in his discharge, was followed by an 
increase of its burdens; for on the 10th of July, 1781, he was 
elected President of Congress. The duties of this position 
he continued to discharge until near the close of October, 
when, the time having arrived for the opening of the Supreme. 
Court of Pennsylvania, he communicated to Congress his 
resignation as President. ILfe was, however, prevailed upon 
to continue to preside until the Ist of November, when he 
was released, and John Hanson was elected to succeed him. 

The period during which McKean exercised the functions 
of Chief Justice, was one of the most important and trying 
in the whole course of jurisprudence in the Commonwealth. 
It was at the time when the laws were unsettled, even the 
constitutions of States undefined, and national existence it- 
self was in question. The country was in the midst of a 
revolution when he came to the Bench, and for several years 
the civil was necessarily subordinate to military rule. Hence 
the interpretation of organic and statute law had to be made 
de novo, precedents had to be established, and the whole 
practice of the Courts adapted to the changed relations which 
existed. The causes which were brought in his Court were 
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many of them peculiar to a period of war and conquest, causes 
involving the most delicate questions, vital alike to the rights 
of the subject, and the vindication of justice. Trials for high 
treason, for attainder, for the confiscation of property, were 
frequent. A case, rarcly transcended in importance and 
amount involved in any nation or in any age, was the for- 
feiture of the Proprietary possessions. The rulings of the 
Chief Justice throughout all this trying period, and in these 
difficult causes, were marked by great prudence and wisdom. 
“ Chief-Justice McKean,” says a late judge of the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania, ‘ was a great man; his merit in the 
profession of the law, and as a judge, has never been sufli- 
ciently appreciated. It is only since I have been upon the 
Bench that I have. been able to conceive a just idea of the 
greatness of his merit. Ifis legal learning was profound and 
accurate, but, in the words of the poet,— 
Materiam superabat opus. . 
5 

The lucidity of his explication, and the perspicuity of his 
language, which is the first excellence in the communication 
of ideas, was perfect; but I never saw equalled his dignity 
of manner, in delivering a charge to a jury, or on a law 
argument to the Bar. But, what 1s still more, his compre- 
hension of mind in taking notes, so as to embrace the sud- 
stance, yet omit nothing material, has appeared to me in- 
imitable.” 

In 1787, the Constitution of the United States was sub- 
mitted to the several States for ratification or rejection. It 
had met violent opposition in the Convention where it was 
framed, and many of its provisions were discussed with much 
heat in the public journals. It was only by the exercise of a 
sublime moderation and prudence by the leaders in the 
Convention that it was finally adopted. Opposition was 
anticipated in the ratifying Conventions. The friends of the 
instrument were active in magnifying its excellencies and in 
defending what were deemed its defects. Especial care was 
excrcised in electing the ablest and most prudent men as 
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delegates. ChiefJustice McKean was a member of the 
Pennsylvania Convention, and took a leading part in favor 
of its adoption. In the course of the debates which occurred, 
he delivered an elaborate and exhaustive argument upon 
the results which were likely to follow if it should prevail. 
In concluding his appeal, he said: “The law, sir, has 
been my study from my infancy, and my only profession. 
I have gone through the circle of office, in the legislative, 
executive, and judicial departments of government; and 
from all my study, observation, and experience, I must de- 
clare that, from a full examination and due consideration of 
this system, it appears to me the best that the world has yet 
-seen. I congratulate you on the fair prospect of its being 
adopted, and am happy in the expectation of seeing accom- 
plished what has been long my ardent wish,—that you will 
hereafter have a salutary permanency in magistracy and 
stability in the laws.” 3 

The Constitution of the State, adopted in 1776, proving 
defective, in 1789 a convention met for remodelling it, or 
framing a new one. A single Assembly and an Executive 
Council without a head capable of interposing a negative upon 
legislation, was in many respects ineflicient. Two Ilouses of 
Assembly, with a single Hxecutive clothed with the veto 
power, were advocated and finally substituted. The principal 
_ discussion was carried on in committee, and over this Judge 
McKean presided. Cut off thus from mingling freely in the 
debates, he contented himself with voting in favor of the fea- 
tures indicated above, only claiming the floor upon points of 
special importance. Ile opposed all unnecessary alterations. 
“In general,” he said, ‘¢ I dislike innovations, especially in 
the administration of justice; and I would avoid tampering 
with constitutions of governments as with edge-tools.” One 
of the most important features embodied in the new Consti- 
tution, and the one for which its framers will deserve the 
thanks of successive generations, so long as its beneficent pro- 
visions are permitted to hold sway, was that “ for the estab- 
lishment of schools throughout the State, in such a manner 
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that the poor may be taught gratis.”’ This proposition was 
introduced and advocated by Judge McKean. 

In 1799, the election for Governor resulted in the choice 
of Judge McKean; whereupon he laid aside the judicial 
robes, which, for nearly a quarter of a century, he had worn 
with becoming dignity, and assumed those of the guberna- 
torial office. In polities he belonged to that school of which 
Mr. Jefferson was a leading exponent, and the election of the 
latter was a result of the movement begun in the choice of 
McKean in Pennsylvania. In reply to an address made to 
him by an assembly of citizens soon after the result of the 
election was known, he said: ‘The Constitution of the 
United States, and of Pennsylvania, shall be the rule of my | 
government; the security of persons, property, liberty, and 
reputation, my chiefest care; and my best endeavors shall be 
exerted to fulfil all your reasonable and just expectations.” 
In a letter to Mr. Dickinson, written not long after being 
settled in office, he says: ‘Though my situation in life is 
changed, my cares remain: I have never had greater employ- 
ment for body and mind, than for the last six months, unless 
when I was President of Congress. I have waded through a 
sea of troubles, and surmounted my principal difficulties. I 
have been obliged (though no Iercules) to cleanse the Au- 
gean stable, with little or no aid; for Iam my own minister 
and amanuensis. A Governor of Pennsylvania has more 
duty to perform than the President of the United States, or 
any other Governor in the Union.” The particular labor 
which he refers to in this passage was one which occasioned 
sharp criticism. The doctrine that in politics “to the victor 
belong the spoils,” was not at that time well established. The 
early virtues of the republic, which recognized merit in 
political friend and opponent alike, were not yet entirely dis- 
earded. But it was beginning at this period to be warmly 
espoused, and McKean did not hesitate to act largely upon it, 
and to openly defend his course. In a letter to Mr. Jefferson, 
in July, 1801, then President of the United States, he says: “ It 
appears that the anti-Republicans, even those in office, are as 
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hostile as ever, though not so insolent. To overcome them 
they must be shaven, for in their offices (like Samson’s hair- 
locks) their great strength lieth; their disposition for mis- 
chief may remain, but their power of doing it will be gone. 
It is out of the common order of nature, to prefer enemies 
to friends; the despisers of the people should not be their 
rulers, nor men be vested with authority, in a government 
which they wish to destroy. A dagger ought not to be put 
into the hands of an assassin.—Sayings of this import are in 
the mouths of everybody; and self-preservation seems to 
demand some attention to them.” 

His purpose in removing opponents was not to make 
places merely for political friends, but to secure efficiency 
and harmony to his rule. For when the affairs of his admin- 
istration once became settled, he did not adhere exclusively 
to his own party in making his appointments, but selected 
from among his political opponents when he could thereby 
secure a man of greater usefulness. Ife twice elevated to the 
position of Chief Justice of the State, gentlemen whose po- 
litical views were adverse to his own. 

During his third and last term of office the Governor was 
subjected to very severe criticism for some of his official acts, 
and some alleged to have been committed. Party feeling was 
never more bitter than at that time. It is doubtful if more 
acrimony has ever been evinced. Finally, the Assembly 
preferred articles of impeachment against him. They were 
chiefly allegations of political offences. They were referred 
to a committee, and the reports made were debated from 
time to time, but he was never brought to trial, and finally, 
ag an answer to the charges made and the report of the com- 
mittee, he submitted to the Assembly an elaborate paper de- 
fining in a most lucid manner the powers and duties of the 
several branches of the government, legislative, judicial, and 
executive, and defining clearly impeachable offences. This 
replication was read and ordered by a considerable majority 
to be entered upon its minutes, and thus the subject rested. 
The paper which was drawn forth from the Governor is re- 
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garded with great favor by professional men, and is quoted 
as authority upon the questions of which it treats. 

The Governor was always an earnest advocate of common- 
school education. As already noticed he introduced the 
clause into the Constitution authorizing the establishment of 
a system, and he lost no opportunity of urging the Legisla- 
ture to action, as his predecessor Governor Mifflin had done 
before him. In his message of November, 1800, he said: 
*‘ Considering the diffusion of useful knowledge among the 
people to be the best auxiliary to the administration of a free 
government, allow me, gentlemen, to remind you of a con- 
stitutional injunction, ‘ That the Legislature shall, as soon as 
conveniently may be, provide by law for the establishment 
of schools through the State, in such manner, that the poor 
may be taught gratis.’ ”? This recommendation he continued 
to iterate; but the contentions of party, and the making of 
provision for the State and national debts consequent upon 
the war, prevented action from being directly taken thereon. 

At the expiration of his third term, after having been ele- 
vated to offices the most honorable and dignified known to 
government, and enjoyed the confidence of his fellow-men in 
a manner unprecedented in the history of politics, he retired 
altogether from public employments. In his final message to 
the Legislature, he said: ‘In my last personal communica- 
tion to the Legislature, probably in the last important public 
act of my life, I shall be indulged, I hope, in claiming some 
credit for feelings corresponding with the sokemnity of the 
occasion. It has been my lot to witness the progress of our 
country,.from a Colonial to a national character, through the 
ordeal of many trialsin peace and inwar. It has been my hap- 
piness to enjoy the favor and the confidence of our country, 
in the most arduous, as well as in the most auspicious stages 
of her political career. Thus attached by every tie of honor 
and of gratitude, by all the motives of social interest and af 
fection, I contemplate the future destinies of our country 
with a proud but an anxious expectation. My day of exer- 
tion (of feeble exertion at the best) is past; but for our fel- 
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low-citizens, and for their representatives in every department 
of the government, I can only cease to implore the blessing 
of Providence when I cease to exist.” 

Governor McKean had always preserved an abiding friend- 
ship for John Adams. In the trying days of the Revolution 
they had been in close political accord. In a letter from Mr. 
Adams, written in 1812, the following testimony to this is 
borne. “ Nearly thirty-eight years ago our friendship com- 
menced. It has never been interrupted, to my knowledge, 
but by one event. Among all the gentlemen with whom I 
have acted and lived in the world, I know not any two, who 
have more uniformly agreed in sentiment upon political prin- 
ciples, forms of government, and national policy, than you and 
I have done, except upon one great subject; a most important 
and momentous one, to be sure: that subject was the French 
Revolution. This at the first appearance of it you thought a 
‘minister of grace;’ I fully believed it to be a ‘goblin 
damned!’” In his reply to this, Governor McKean said: ‘I 
declare, with pleasure, and also with pride, that I embraced 
the political sentiments of none, with more satisfaction (being 
congenial with my own) than yours; nor do I recollect a 
single question on which we differed. It is true I was a 
friend to the Revolution in France, from the Assembly of the 
Notables (1787) until the king was decapitated (1794), which 
I deemed not only a very atrocious, but an absurd act. After 
that, I remained in a kind of apathy, with regard to the 
leaders of the different parties, until I clearly perceived that 
that nation was then incapable of being ruled by a popular 
government; and when a few, and afterwards an individual, 
assumed despotic sway over them, I thought them in a situa- 
tion better than under the government of a mob; for I would 
prefer any kind of government to such a state;— even a 
tyranny to anarchy. On this subject, then, I do not conceive 
we differed widely. I do assure you that I venerate our 
early friendship, and am happy in the continuance of it.” 

In a letter to Mr. Adams, written in June of the same year, 


he said: “ Three years ago I shook hands with the world, 
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and we said farewell to each other: the toys and rattles of 
childhood would, in a few years more, be probably as suit- 
able to me, as office, honor, or wealth; but (thank God) the 
faculties of my mind are, as yet, little, if anything impaired, 
and my affections and friendships remain unshaken. Since 
my exemption from official and professional duties, I have 
enjoyed a tranquillity never (during a long, protracted life) 
heretofore experienced; and my wealth and comforts are 
sufficient for a moderate man.” 

For a man of so varied and such great labors his ler gth 
of life was remarkable, and illustrates the maxim that sloth, 
like rust, consumes faster than labor wears. He died on the 
24th of June, 1817, aged eighty-three years, two months, and 
sixteen days, and was buried in the grounds of the Presby- 
terian church in Market Street, Philadelphia. ‘In person,” 
says his biographer, ‘“ Mr. McKean was tall, erect, and well 
proportioned. Ifis countenance displayed, in a remarkable 
manner, the firmness and intelligence for which he was dis- 
tinguished. His manners were impressive and dignified. 
In the month of July, 1762, he married Mary, the eldest 
daughter of Joseph Borden, Esq., of Bordentown, New Jer- 
sey, who died in February, 1778, leaving two sons and four 
daughters, the youngest of whom was only two weeks old. 
On Thursday the 3d of September, 1774, he was again 
united in marriage to Miss Sarah Armitage, of New Castle, 
in Delaware; five children were the offspring of this union.” 

Of Mr. McKean’s character, none knew better than the 
great compatriots with whom he acted, and who have left 
ample testimony. Mr. Jefferson, in a letter written in April, 
1824, but two years before his own death, says of him, ‘ The 
general remembrance can never be obliterated, that he was 
among the soundest and most zealous of the republicans, 
with whom it has been my fortune to act through life.” And 
President John Adams, in a letter written in the same year to 
Mr. McKean’s son, says: “ Your father and Cesar Rodney 
were among the Patrick Henrys, the Christopher Gadsdens, 
the Thomas Jeffersons, the Samuel Adamses, the Roger 
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Shermans,— the best tried and firmest pillars of the Revolu- 
tion.” In the course of his life Mr. McKean was made a 
member of many learned societies, and associations devoted 
to the amelioration and advancement of mankind. In 1781, 
the degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred upon him by the 
College of New Jersey, and in the following year the same 
degree was conferred by Dartmouth College, New Hampshire. 
The Trustees of the latter institution, in communicating the 
bestowal of the honor, said: ‘Impressed with an exalted 
opinion of those singular talents which nature has allotted 
you; of those acquirements which you have gained by appli- 
cation; and of that patriotic virtue, which has remained in- 
flexible through the storms of adversity, the honorable Board 
of Trustees of this University request your acceptance of 
a feeble testimonial of your merit.” 3 

It is rare, and perhaps unexampled, that a man has public 
offices heaped upon him as they were upon Thomas McKean. 
He was President of Delaware, and Governor of Pennsylva- 
nia; member of Congress from Delaware for a period of over 
eight years, and Chief Justice of Pennsylvania for twenty- 
two, — offices each in itself of sufficient dignity to satisfy the 
ambition of the most gifted; and yet to him they seemed 
appropriately awarded; for in an age of giants he appeared 
among the most conspicuous. The services of such a man 
are the proud heritage of Pennsylvania, a heritage that illu- 
mines some of the brightest pages of her history. 
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SIMON SNYDER, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1790, 
December 20, 1808, to December 16, 1817. 


ae an early day German emigrants to America very gen- 
erally settled in Pennsylvania. Of all the Colonies this 
had the greatest proportion of German population. Simon 
Snyder was the first Governor selected from the descendants of 
that nationality. He was, too, the first who was taken from 
the ranks of the laboring class, having risen by toil from the 
most humble beginning, and known by experience the hard 
lot of the lowly. 

He was born at Lancaster, on the 5th of November, 1759. 
His father, Anthony Snyder, was a respectable mechanic, who 
came to America from the Palatinate, in 1758. His mother, 
whose maiden name was Knippenberg, was born near Oppen- ° 
heim, Germany. Of five children, the offspring of this 
marriage, Simon was the fourth. The father died in 1774, 
and two years after, the son, then at the age of seventeen, 
removed from Lancaster to the town of York, in the adjoin- 
ing county, where he remained for eight years. Here he 
learned the business of a tanner and currier, serving faith- 
fully an apprenticeship of four years, without being bound 
by any indenture or written agreement, evincing thus early a 
steadfastness of character, and a faith that was auspicious. 
At a night school, kept by John Jones, a worthy member of 
the Society of Friends, he was taught reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, and made some progress in higher mathematics. 
His industry at this period was very great, and often at the 
midnight hour, after a hard day’s work, he was still at his 
books, and his Sundays were usually devoted to study. 
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In July, 1784, he removed to Selinsgrove, then Northum- 
berland County, since Union, now Snyder, the two latter 
having been successively erected out of territory of the for- 
mer, and the last having been named in honor of that then 
nameless young man. Tere he opened a store, and became 
the owner of a mill. By his good sense and excellent busi- 
ness habits, he soon acquired influence with his fellow-men, 
and was often consulted in questions of difficulty. Ie had 
acquired a knowledge of the simpler legal forms, and was 
frequently employed as a scrivener. Quiet and unassuming 
in deportment, he was still ever ready to interest himself in 
behalf of the poor and those in distress. Recognizing his 
admirable fitness for the position, he was finally elected unani- 
mously by the freeholders of a large district, a Justice of the 
Peace, and for twelve years continued to officiate with great 
acceptability. So universally were his decisions respected 
that no appeal was ever made from any judgment of his to 
the Court of Common Pleas, and but a single writ of certiorari 
was sued out in all that time, though the inhabitants were 
of that restless class which are always in the lead in the tide 
of civilization. In the numerous actions brought before 
him for petty criminal offences, his efforts to reconcile the 
contending parties so generally prevailed, that he made return 
to the court of but two recognizances. ) 

In 1789, Mr. Snyder was elected a member of the conven- 
tion which framed the State Constitution of the following 
year, and though but a novice in politics, and little skilled in 
the management of deliberative bodies, yet his votes and his 
personal influence were uniformly given in the interest of 
enlightened statesmanship, and he showed himself, as we 
might anticipate, a conscientious and painstaking represen- 
tative of the popular will. 

In 1797, he was elected a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of which body, in 1802, he was chosen Speaker. 
The duties of this office, he was enabled, by his ready memory 
and strong native sense, to discharge with great acceptability. 
While he was in the chair, was passed the Act commonly 
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known as the Hundred Dollar Act, which originated with 
_ him, and of which he was a warm advocate. It embodied 
the arbitration principle, and provided for the trial of causes 
where the amount in question was less than one hundred dol- 
lars, before a justice of the peace. McKean, who was then 
Governor, opposed this measure, and though the party in the 
Legislature which passed it was the party which had elevated 
him to power, the controversy over it was spirited and bitter, 
producing an estrangement, which, being aggravated by 
other differences, finally resulted in the complete severance 
of party ties, the Governor identifying himself with the Fed- 
eralists, and the Jefferson Democrats, or Republicans as they 
were then called, repudiating him entirely. 

Snyder continued to preside over the House until 1805, 
when, by his energy and sturdy qualities exhibited in cham- 
pioning the Iundred Dollar Act, and other measures, being 
recognized as a fit leader on a broader theatre, he was nomi- 
nated for Governor in opposition to McKean. The latter was 
elected by barely five thousand majority, but the excellent 
run made by Snyder demonstrated unmistakably that he 
was strong with the people. He continued to be elected to 
the House and to be annually selected as its Speaker until 
1808, when he was again nominated for Governor, the oppo- 
site party being led by James Ross, of Pittsburg, a man of 
the greatest respectability and eminence. The result was 
the election of Snyder by a majority of over twenty-four 
thousand votes. He was re-elected in 1811, and again in 
1814, by overwhelming majorities, serving the full constitu- 
tional period of nine years. 

Early in his administration, Governor Snyder found him- 
self in conflict with the national authority, in a controversy 
which grew out of a Revolutionary claim; and had a less 
prudent and judicious man been in the gubernatorial chair, 
it might have resulted in the most serious consequences. 
Four American seamen had been taken on board the British 
ship Active, on its way from Jamaica to New York, in the 
year 1778, who, when off the coast of Delaware, overpowered 
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the officers and the rest of the crew, and were taking their 
prize in, when it was seized by Captain Houston, of the 
American ship Convention, who took it to port, and libelled 
it for himself, seamen, and State of Pennsylvania. Gideon 
Umstead, one of the four seamen, resisted this action on the 
part of himself and fellows. The case went to a jury, where 
it was decided that Umstead and his associates should have 
one-fourth of the prize money, and the other party the re- 
mainder. ‘To this Umstead would doubtless have acceded; 
but at this juncture Benedict Arnold, then in command in 
Philadelphia, bought the claim of the four seamen, and had 
application made to Congress for revisal of the judgment of 
the Pennsylvania Court of Admiralty. This was effected, 
and the entire prize money was awarded to the four seamen. 
‘For his connection with this case, Arnold was first suspected 
of a treacherous character. The three-fourths of the prize 
money, according to the decision of the Pennsylvania Court, 
was guaranteed to the original claimants; and this the 
Governor felt himself bound to execute. But before any 
collision occurred, he transmitted the record of the pro- 
ceedings of the Legislature in the case to President Madison, 
who made the following reply, dated April 13th, 1809: 
“Sir, —I have received your letter of the 6th instant, 
accompanied by certain Acts of the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania, which will be laid before Congress according to the 
desire expressed. Considering our respective relations to 
the subject of these communications, it would be unneces- 
sary, if not improper, to enter into any of the questions con- 
nected with it. It is sufficient in the actual posture of the 
éase to remark, that the Executive of the United States is 
not only unauthorized to prevent the execution of a deeree 
sanctioned by the Supreme Court of the United States, but 
is expressly enjoined by statute to carry into effect any such 
decree when opposition may be made to it. It is a propi- 
tious circumstance, therefore, that whilst no legal discretion 
lies with the Executive of the United States to decline steps 
which might lead to a very painful issue, a provision has 
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been made by the legislative act transmitted by you, adequate 
to the removal of the existing difficulty; and I feel great 
pleasure in assuring myself that the authority which it gives 
will be exercised in a spirit corresponding with the patriotic 
character of the State over which you preside. Be pleased, 
sir, to accept assurances of my respectful consideration.” 

The issue of the case is thus briefly and clearly stated by 
the Governor in his annual message to the Legislature of 
1810: “On the 27th of February last, the Executive commu- 
nicated to the Legislature that, in consequence of proceedings 
had in the Supreme Court of the United States, an attach 
ment would be issued against the executrices of the late Mr. 
Rittenhouse, formerly Treasurer of this State, to compel them 
to pay to Gideon Umstead and others, the money which they 
had paid into the State Treasury, in obedience to an Act 
passed the 2d day of April, 1803, which Act, in the name of 
this Commonwealth, guaranteed an indemnification to the 
said executrices from any process whatever issued out of any 
Federal Court, in consequence of their obedience to the pro- 
visions of that Act. In that message the Executive informed 
the Legislature that he was making arrangements to call out 
a portion of the militia, that being the only means in his 
power to carry into effect the Act of 2d of April, 1808. 
Orders were accordingly transmitted to the Adjutant-General, 
inclosing the appointment of General Michael Bright, and 
his orders, which were laid before the Legislature, March 2d, 
1809. On the 24th day of March, the General stationed a 
guard at the houses of the executrices. On the 25th day of 
March, the Marshal of the district was resisted by the militia, 
and prevented from entering the houses of the executrices. 
That officer afterwards issued notices calling out a posse comi- 
tatus, to assist him in executing this attachment. Previous to 
the day on which the posse was ordered out, to wit, on the 
15th of April, the Marshal eluded the vigilance of the guard 
and arrested one of the executrices. A habeas corpus hefore 
the Chief-Justice was taken out in her name by the Attorney- 
oo | ee ae The Chief-Justice refusing to liberate the 
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body of the executrix, and ordering her to remain in cus- 
tody of the Marshal, the Executive directed the guard to be 
withdrawn and the money to be paid.” 

The period during which Snyder was Governor was an 
important and exciting one in the national life. Napoleon 
was on the throne of France. On the thrones of Spain, Hol- 
land, and Italy he had, by his sword, seated his three brothers. 
All Europe, amazed at his giant strides, took up arms against 
him. The United States, preserving a perfectly neutral atti- 
tude, was allowed by her commercial marine to visit freely 
the ports of the belligerents, and was greatly prospered. In 
violation of the neutral rights of the United States, Great 
Britain, in 1806, issued an order in council declaring the 
whole coast of the continent from the Elbe to Brest in a 
state of blockade. Napoleon retaliated by issuing his decree 
at Berlin declaring the entire coast of the British Islands also 
in blockade. Asa consequence, American vessels were seized 
by both French and English cruisers, and her commerce, 
though preserving a strict neutrality, was suddenly swept 
from the ocean. The baneful effect of the “orders” and 
“ decrees” was aggravated by the haughty assumption of the 
right, by Great Britain, to search unceremoniously American 
vessels for suspected deserters from the British navy, under 
cover of which the grossest outrages were committed, Amer- 
ican seamen being dragged from the decks of their vessels 
and impressed into the royal service. In retaliation, Presi- 
dent Jefferson, in July, 1807, issued a proclamation ordering 
all British armed vessels to leave the waters of the United 
States, and forbidding any to enter until satisfaction for the 
past, and security for the future, should be assured; and upon 
the meeting of Congress in December, an embargo was laid, 
detaining all vessels, American and foreign, then in the ports 
of the United States, and ordering all American vessels home 
that were abroad, that the seamen might be trained for hos- 
tilities. Negotiations were conducted with varying success, 
but without any pacifying results. In the meantime the 
causes of irritation increased, until finally the state of feeling 
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became so much embittered, that in 1811 President Madison, 
by authority of Congress, declared war against Great Britain. 
The war, which lasted for a period of nearly four years, is 
known as the War or 1812, and resulted in the establishment 
of a really national character to the United States. Dr. 
Franklin once heard a person in conversation speak of the 
Revolution as the War of Independence and reproved him, 
saying: ‘Sir, you mean the Revolution; the war of indepen- 
dence is yet to come. It was a war for independence, but not 
of independence.” 

One of the first mancuvres of the British in the contest 
was to incite the Indians to hostilities, and sueceeded but too 
well. On the night of the 6th of November, a bloody battle 
was fought near the confluence of the Tippecanoe and 
Wabash rivers, with a powerful body of the savages led by 
Tecumseh, a chief who rivalled Pontiac in bravery, in which 
General Harrison gained a complete victory, though at great 
sacrifice. The operations along the Canada frontier against 
the British army were less fortunate. On the 16th of Au- 
gust, 1812, General Hull, Governor of Michigan, after having 
crossed into Canada and attempted to reduce the opposing 
force, and been obliged to return, was himself compelled to 
surrender the post at Detroit, where he had taken shelter, 
whereby fort, stores, garrison, and territory passed into the 
enemy’s hands. ‘Two months later, General Van Rensselaer 
was defeated with considerable loss at Queenstown Heights, 
though the British commander-in-chief, Brock, was killed in 
the action. At Frenchtown, on the River Raisin, twenty-five 
miles south of Detroit, at dawn on the morning of the 22d 
of January, 18138, General Winchester, after a brave resistance, 
was forced to surrender to the British and Indians, and 
though the sick and wounded were by the terms of the sur- 
render solemnly guaranteed safety, they were inhumanly 
murdered. The brave and successful defence of Fort Ste- 
phenson by the youthful Major Croghan, with only one hun- 
dred and fifty soldiers, when attacked by five hundred regu- 
lars and eight hundred Indians, formed some relief to the 
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otherwise dark picture. The enemy was repulsed with a loss 
of one hundred and fifty killed and wounded, while the de- 
fenders lost but one killed and seven wounded. Croghan 
was but twenty-two years old. The tide of victory now be- 
gan to turn in favor of the Americans. On the 5th of Octo- 
ber, General Harrison came up with the British and Indians 
at the Moravian village on the Thames, and defeated them 
with great slaughter, the famous Tecumseh being among the 
killed. By this victory all that Tull had lost was regained, 
the power of the Indians was broken, and the English were 
driven from Michigan. 

Meanwhile, upon the ocean and upon the lakes engage- 
ments occurred which rank with the best exhibitions of naval _ 
valor that the world has seen — Commodores Decatur, Hull, 
Jones, Perry, Lawrence, Porter, and McDonough combat- 
ing the enemy with a valor which has made that flag under 
which they fought respected on every water, even to the 
remotest scas. 

The campaign of 1814 was conducted by the enemy with 
vigor. Early in that year the power of Napoleon was 
broken, and fourteen thousand of Wellington’s veterans were 
sent to Canada. The battles of Oswego, Chippewa, Lundy’s 
Lane, Fort Erie, and Plattsburg, which followed, were never- 
theless favorable to the American arms— Generals Scott, 
Ripley, and Brown winning substantial victories, and success- 
fully turning back the enemy from his march of invasion. 
In August, Ross, one of the most trusted of Wellington’s 
generals, with six thousand men, in a flotilla of sixty vessels, 
arrived in the Chesapeake, for the conquest of the capital. 
He found little to oppose him. A fecble fleet under Commo- 
dore Barney was abandoned and burned. A small force of 
militia under General Winder met Ross at Bladensburg and 
made a sharp resistance; but the affair was soon decided in 
favor of the latter. On the same day, August 24th, loss 
captured Washington, burned the Capitol, President’s house, 
and other public and private buildings, and hastily withdrew 
to the fleet. A few days later he appeared before Baltimore, 
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and, debarking, advanced to the attack. He was met bya 
division of the force brought together for the defence, com- 
manded by General Smith, a revolutionary veteran, and in a 
brief skirmish which ensued, Ross was killed. A fierce en- 
gagement followed, in which the enemy lost severely. In the 
meantime the fleet approached, and opened fire upon Fort 
McHenry, which was continued almost incessantly for a day 
and a night, throwing not less than fifteen hundred bomb- 
shells. The inhabitants were in great consternation; but 
before bght on the morning of the 14th of September, despair- 
ing of success, the enemy secretly embarked and moved 
away. 

The song of the Star-Spangled Banner was inspired by the 
terrors of this bombardment. A gentleman had left Balti- 
more in a flag-of-truce boat to secure the release of a friend, 
who had been captured, and was a prisoner. on board the 
fleet. He was not permitted to return, lest he should disclose 
the intention to bombard the city. The flag-boat was kept 
under the guns of a frigate, and he was compelled to witness 
this terrific fire, which the British admiral boasted would 
soon reduce the city. Through the whole day he watched 
the flag at the fort with indescribable anxiety. At night he 
followed with eager eye the bursting shells, and in the early 
dawn of the morning, to his great joy, he distinguished that 
banner still floating. Under these circumstances the national 
song was written. ; 

Finally, General Jackson, who had been engaged in pun- 
ishing the Indians in the south, finding that the enemy in 
great numbers were making their appearance in the Gulf of 
Mexico, promptly responded to a call from New Orleans for 
help, and marching thither made preparations for defence. 
In hastily constructed breastworks upon the river, four miles 
below the city, on the morning of the 8th of January, 1815, 
Jackson, with six thousand militia, met General Packenham, 
with twelve thousand men, many of them Wellington’s 
veterans, and after a brief but sharp engagement, gained a 
complete victory. General Packenham fell, and his army 
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withdrew, leaving seven hundred dead, and more than a thou- 
sand wounded upon the field. The Americans lost but seven 
killed and six wounded. Two weeks before this, a treaty of 
_ peace had been concluded between the two nations at Ghent, 
Belgium ; but the news of it had not reached America when 
the battle of .New Orleans was fought. 

In all this contest the Government of Pennsylvania was 
administered faithfully in the interest of the national author- 
ity. Governor Snyder believed the war to be justly under- 
taken, and his supporters were emphatically of the war party. 
All his energies were devoted to bringing out the forces of 
the State required for prosecuting the war with vigor. Vol- 
unteers received but eight dollars a month from the General 
Government. Every inducement in addition to this, which 
he could consistently use, to facilitate volunteering and to aid 
in equipment and support of the troops, he was vigilant and 
studious in extending. Itis related that Mrs. Snyder even 
cut up her crimson cloak to make trimmings for the soldiers’ 
uniforms. The closing paragraph of his first inaugural ad- 
dress to the Legislature proves the warmth of feeling with 
which he regarded the support of the nation in the hour of 
its tribulation. ‘In a national crisis like the present,” he 
says, ‘‘ where all that is dear and precious to the United States 
is threatened by the violence and aggressions of foreign 
powers, it is peculiarly and eminently the duty of all the 
constituted authorities to act in support of the just and hon- 
orable measures adopted by the Federal Government, as if 
animated by one heart, one spirit, and one determination. 
The happy influence of such an accordance of opinion and 
action is not bounded by our country, but beneficially ex- 
tends itself wherever American politics can interest, or 
American interests be affected.” 

To the time of the accession of Governor Snyder, the Ex- 
ecutives had been in the habit of delivering their annual 
messages to the Legislature in person. He abolished that 
custom and inaugurated that of communicating them in 
writing, which has since continued to prevail. The reason 
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for this change he thus states in the opening of his first rnes- 
sage: “I have been induced to depart from this custom 
from a conviction that communications by message are more 
in accordance with our republican principles and institutions, 
simplicity of manners, sound economy, and equally respect- 
ful to the members composing the Legislature.” 

The interests of the nation were equally dear to the heart 
of Governor Snyder with those of the Commonwealth over 
which he presided, and in his annual messages he alluded to 
them with as much devotion as though they were the objects 
of his immediate care. In his message of the 5th of Decem- 
ber, 1811, he thus utters his convictions upon the subject of 
slavery, the first of the governors to enter his protest against 
it: ** Klevated as is her character for humanity, there is yet 
permitted to remain one other stain on the otherwise fair 
and benign features of her polity. The galling yoke of 
slavery is still felt by some of our fellow-creatures, in differ- 
ent parts of this commonwealth, and its pressure is made the 
more severe, by witnessing the happiness and freedom of 
surrounding multitudes. A recent act of cruelty which 
came under my notice, and which awakened feelings of a 
painful and distressing nature, will, I trust, excuse the intro- 
duction to your notice of a subject so interesting to the 
whole human family, and embracing fact and practices pal- 
pably inconsistent with the terms and spirit of that funda- 
mental and immutable law of reason, ‘ That all men are born 
free and equal.’” The allusion above to the act of cruelty 
shows that the Governor’s heart was open to generous emo- 
tions, and that it was touched with pity by every pang, 
the result of wrong and injustice, inflicted upon even the 
lowhest of the human species. 

The following incident, given by John Binns, a friend of 
the Governor, who was present when the facts related trans- 
pired, also illustrates the goodness of the Governor’s heart, 
and his readiness to vindicate the rights of the weak when 
unjustly assailed. * Soon after the inauguration of Governor 
Snyder,” says Mr. Binns, “in 1808, I was sitting with him 
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in a room at his lodgings at Bausman’s tavern in Lancaster. 
The room was upon the second floor, and it was evening. A 
waiter entered and said, ‘There are some gentlemen below 
who desire to speak with the Governor.’ ‘ Tell them to wall 
up,’ said the Governor. In a few minutes seven well-dressed 
persons entered. The foremost of them said, ‘ We wish to 
spealx with the Governor on a matter of business.’ The Gov- 
ernor answered, ‘I have no objection that my friend Mr. 
Binns should hear anything you may wish to say to me, or 
anything I may have to say in answer.’ The speaker for the 
party then said, ‘ We are all applicants for the public offices 
in Chester County. We have waited upon your Excellency 
to say that we shall be quite satisfied, and shall zealously sup- 
port your administration, whoever you may appoint, with 
the exception of Charles Kenny. Ile isan Irishman. We 
know that his appointment would be very unpopular.’ The 
Governor bowed and made answer, ‘I shall consider, gentle- 
men, what you have said.’ The gentlemen applicants bowed 
respectfully and retired. The Governor turned promptly 
towards me, and said, ‘ That’s a selfish combination against 
an absent individual. JI shall appoint Kenny.’ He did ap- 
point him Clerk of the Orphans’ Court of Chester County, 
and he was as good an officer and as popular an appointment 
as any that he made.” 

Governor Snyder was not the man to be intimidated by 
threats, or driven from any policy which he thought to be right, 
in the hope of thereby gaining a temporary popularity. lew 
men have been bolder, or more independent in their public 
acts, or have been less swayed by considerations of selfish ex- 
pediency than he. In the session of the Legislature of 1813- 
1814, a bill was passed by a large majority chartering forty 
banks. It was upon the eve of making the nomination for 
governor for the succeeding term. At that time the nomina- 
tions were made by the members of the Legislature. After 
assembling in caucus, it was remarked that the Act chartering 
the banks was still in the hands of the Governor, and that a 
nomination should not be made until it was seen whether he 
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approved the bill. But no considerations like this could 
sway Governor Snyder, and promptly within three days from 
the time of its passage, he returned the bill with a statement 
of his objections. It did not pass at that session. The Gov- 
ernor’s independence was the theme of universal encomium ; 
and he was re-elected by a majority of over twenty thousand 
votes. 

During the administration of Governor Snyder a notorious 
woman, Ann Smith, alias Carson, formed a bold scheme for 
abducting the Governor’s youngest son, then a lad at school, 
and for holding him until the pardon of her paramour, 
who was under sentence of death, should be secured. For 
this purpose she started from Philadelphia with two hired 
ruffians, armed to the teeth, and was making her way to 
Selinsgrove, on the Susquehanna, where the Governor’s 
family resided. The Governor was sccretly informed of 
their coming, and was prepared to receive them. They were 
allowed to pass Harrisburg undisturbed; but at Hunter’s 
Falls, ten miles above, where they stopped for the night, and 
where they were drawn into conversation disclosing their 
purposes and exhibiting their arms, they were all appre- 
hended, and after a trial and conviction were given a home 
in the penitentiary. 

Upon retiring from the office of Governor, in 1817, he 
returned to his residence near Selinsgrove, and at the next 
general election was chosen to the State Senate, but only 
served during one session. He died of typhoid fever, on the 
9th of November, 1819. The last half year of his hfe was 
rendered unhappy by domestic afflictions, and the weight of 
grievous cares. Ilis long residence at the seat of government 
had prevented him from giving that attention to the manage- 
ment of his extensive estates which they required, and he in 
consequence found himself much embarrassed. The death 
of his son Frederick, which occurred at this time of business 
anxiety, broke his spirit, and prepared his system for the dis- 
ease of which he died. 

Hie was three times married: in 1790, to Elizabeth Michael, 
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who died on the 10th of November, 1794, leaving two cnildren; 
on the 12th of June, 1796, to Catharine Antes, who died on 
the 15th of March, 1810, leaving five children; and on the 
16th of October, 1814, to Mary Slough Scott, a widow, who 
died October 8, 1823. 

The feelings which actuated Governor Snyder in the dis- 
charge of the duties of a long public service are forcibly 
expressed in the closing paragraphs of his last annual 
message to the Legislature: ‘“‘ Having discharged as well the 
Constitutional injunction as those duties assigned by law, 
and recommended what in my judgment would promote the 
public weal, it remains for me to add, that it has ever given 
me the purest pleasure to co-operate with the General As- 
sembly in such measures as were calculated to perpetuate the 
happiness of our constituents; that in the discharge of exec- 
utive functions I was ever solicitous to collect my duty from 
a just appreciation of every circumstance by which it might 
be affected. I heard with attention, and endeavored to de- 
cide with integrity. I had a wish, it is true, to regard the 
public voiee, and I confess myself to have been ambitious to 
conciliate and enjoy the public confidence. But I could 
never abandon the superior claims of self-approbation and 
conscious rectitude. Satisfied on these points, (and ever 
aware that in the performance of executive duties by a 
merely practical man it is difficult, if not impossible, to avoid 
error,) I have ever acted without in the least regarding what 
the world might say about it; and those who know me best 
can bear witness that I have borne with patience the con- 
sequences which, to me, have casually resulted from them. 
For the errors I may have committed, I am consoled with 
the reflection that perhaps no important good was ever alto- 
gether free from alloy, and that my fellow-citizens will, I 
trust, charitably find a palliation in the motive which at any 
time may have misled me. The confidence and support 
which I have experienced from my fellow-citizens for the 
greater portion of an active life, have impressed my mind 
with deep and lasting gratitude. A consciousness of having 
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with diligence and fidelity endeavored to discharge the duties 
which a partial public has on various occasions assigned me, 
and of the liberality which has been evinced towards me by 
a succession of legislatures during an arduous administra- 
tion, heightens the satisfaction I have in surrendering it to 
an able successor. And whilst I bid you, and my fellow- 
citizens generally, an affectionate farewell, I implore for my 
country the blessings of an all-wise superintending Provi- 
dence.” 
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WILLIAM FINDLAY, 
GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1790, 
December 16, 1817, to December 19, 1820. 


by eRe FINDLAY, the fourth Governor of Pennsyl- 
vania under the Constitution of 1790, was born at Mer- 
cersburg, Franklin County, on the 20th of June, 1768. The 
progenitor beyond whom he never traced his lineage was 
Adjutant Brown, as he was called, who took part in the de- 
fence of Derry, Ireland, during its famous siege in 1566, and 
afterwards emigrated to this country with his daughter Eliza- 
beth. The daughter married Samuel Findlay, of Philadel- 
phia. A son by this marriage, Samuel, settled, some years 
before the opening of the Revolutionary War, at Mercers- 
burg, a place which was then of more trade and importance 
relatively than now. It was an entrepot, where goods to be 
sent west of the mountains were brought in wagons and 
transferred to pack-horses. It is situated at the base of the 
Blue Ridge, in that great valley — the Shenandoah in Virginia 
and Cumberland in Pennsylvania— which stretches from the 
borders of Tennessee to the Hudson. In the year 1765, he 
was married to Jane Smith, a daughter of William Smith. 
She died in the thirty-fifth year of her age, the mother of eight 
boys, six of whom survived her. These lived to be men, and 
all of them attained respectable, and some of them distin- 
guished positions in the communities where they lived. Had 
that young mother been spared to look on them in their man- 
hood, she might have regarded them with the complacency 
of Cornelia herself. Her fine understanding, her piety, her 
maternal tenderness and affection, were themes on which 
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those of her children who were old enough when she died to 
know and appreciate her virtues, fondly loved to dwell. 

William, the subject of this sketch, was the second of this 
family of sons. The Scotch-Irish, the name by which emi- 
grants from the north of Ireland were known, at an early 
day settled in great numbers in the Cumberland Valley, and 
at Mercersburg they formed almost the exclusive population. 
Like the Scotch, from whom they were descended, they ap- 
preciated the importance of a good educateon. A knowledge 
of the common English branches they deemed indispensable 
for all their children; while one son in a family, at least, if 
it could be accomplished by any reasonable sacrifice, received 
a classical education. William, in his boyhood, displayed 
that activity of mind and thirst for knowledge which were 
the characteristics of his manhood. TIJis leisure hours were 
devoted to reading such books as were accessible. They 
were few, but they contained solid and useful information, 
very different from many of those which a prolific and un- 
- scrupulous press supplies the youth of the present day. They 
were read with care, and their contents made the subject of 
reflection. It was the intention of his parents to have given 
him a collegiate education, in preparation for one of the 
learned professions, which, had he been allowed his choice, 
would have been that of the law. A fire, which consumed 
his father’s store and dwelling, caused so severe a pecuniary 
loss that this cherished purpose had to be abandoned.  TIis 
instruction was therefore only such as could be obtained in 
the schools of the neighborhood. The meagre advantages 
afforded him were studiously improved, and the natural ac- 
tivity of his mind and his ambition to excel enabled him to 
make substantial acquirements, He wrote with correctness 
and perspicuity, had a general knowledge of American and 
English history and literature, and although not a technical 
lawyer, he acquired that ‘“‘ competent knowledge of the laws” 
of his country which Blackstone pronounces to be “the pro- 
per accomplishment of every gentleman.” 

On the 7th of December, 1791, he was married to Nancy 
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Irwin, daughter of Archibald Irwin of Franklin County, and 
commenced life as a farmer on a portion of his father’s estate, 
which, at the death of his father, in 1799, he inherited. 

He was a political disciple and a great admirer of Mr. 
Jefferson, and at an early age took an active part in politics. 
The first office which he ever held was a military one, that 
of Brigade Inspector of Militia, requiring more of business 
capacity than knowledge of tactics. The Brigade Inspector 

ranked as Major, and to be Major of Militia. in those days 
was considered no small honor. To the veterans of the 
Revolutionary War it was given to become Generals and 
Colonels. Musters and reviews of brigades and divisions 
were held annually, when the whole country-side turned out 
to view and enjoy the spectacle. Military promotion led to 
political preferment. The election of a Colonel or Major was 
as fiercely contested as that of a Governor, and the candidates 
were often if not generally of opposite parties. 

In the autumn Wok 1797, that immediately succeeding the 
inauguration of John Adams as President of the Ged 
States, at a time when the only newspaper published in 
Franklin County was the organ of the Federalists, with its 
columns strictly closed against the Republicans, Mr. Findlay 
was elected a member of the House of Representatives of the 
State Legislature, which then sat in Philadelphia. He was 
then in the thirtieth year of his age, and found himself, if 
not the youngest, among the most youthful in a body where it 
was the custom to send men more advanced in years than at 
present. 

He was again elected to the House in 1803. Mr. Jefferson 
had succeeded Mr. Adams in the Presidency, and the Re- 
publicans were in the ascendant in both National and State 
Governments. The capital had, by the Act of April 3d, 
1799, been temporarily established at Lancaster. Mr. Find- 
lay at this session proposed that it should be permanently 
established at Harrisburg. The proposition then failed; but 
it was eventually carried, and in 1812 the removal was 
effected. He proved himself a leading member, and one of 
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the most useful in the House, being placed in the most 
responsible positions. Ile wasa member of the Committee 
of Ways and Means; of a committee to define by bill con- 
tempt of court; chairman of a committee to draft an address 
to the Governor asking the removal of an associate judge; 
member of a committee to revise the laws relating to insol- 
vent debtors; and of a committee to inquire what alterations 
in the penal laws were necessary to prevent kidnapping. 

At the session of 1802-8 the petition of Thomas Passmore 
had been presented to the Ifouse praying for the impcach- 
ment of Edward Shippen, Jasper Yates, and Thomas Smith, 
judges of the Supreme Court, who had committed Passmore 
for contempt of court. It was not acted upon at that session ; 
but was taken up as an item of unfinished business at the 
session of the following year, and was referred to the com- 
mittee of grievances, who, on the 13th of March, reported 
the following resolution: “‘ That a committee be appointed 
to draft articles of impeachment against the said Edward 
Shippen, Esq., Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Penn- 
sylvania, and Jasper Yates and Thomas Smith, Esqs., judges 
of the said court, for a high misdemeanor in their official 
capacity, by arbitrarily and unconstitutionally fining and im- 
prisoning Thomas Passmore,” which was agreed to by a large 
majority. Articles of impeachment were accordingly adopted, 
and on the 23d a committee was appointed to exhibit them to 
- the Senate, and to manage the trial on behalf of the House. 
At the next session the trial was proceeded with, but resulted 
in the acquittal of the accused. Mr. Findlay voted against — 
the proposition ordering the preferment of articles of im- 
peachment, from a conviction, doubtless, that the judges had 
not exceeded their common law powers, and that they had 
acted conscientiously and with no intention to oppress. Judge 
Breckenridge, one of the judges of the court, but who hap- 
pened to be absent from the bench when his brethren had 
committed Passmore, addressed a letter to the House, after 
Passmore’s petition had been presented, requesting to be im- 
peached, not for any act of his own, but for his approbation 
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of the official conduct in the case. The letter was considered 
disrespectful to the House, and was referred to a committee, 
of which Mr. Findlay was chairman, with power to send for 

“persons and papers. The committee decided against indulg- 
ing the judge in his magnanimous desire to share the fate of 
the accused. But although they declined to accuse him of a 
srime which he had not committed, they determined so far 
to gratify him, as to go into a general investigation of his 
official conduct, and recommended the appointment of a 
committee to prepare an address to the Governor asking for 
his removal from office. This was accordingly done, and the 
measure was carried through both Houses by the requisite 
constitutional majority; but it failed to unseat the meddle- 
some Judge, Governor McKean, who was then in the chair 
of State, deciding that the action of the Legislature was not 
mandatory, but simply empowered him to act or not at his 
discretion, and he deemed the offence proven insuflicient to 
warrant removal. 

When the act to revise the judiciary system was before the 
House, Mr. Findlay oftered additional sections, providing 
that a plaintiff might file a statement of his cause of action 
‘instead of a declaration; for reference of matters in dispute 
to arbitration; that proceedings should not be set aside for 
informality; that pleadings might be amended, and amicable 
actions and judgments entered without the agency of an 
attorney. 

These provisions were not then adopted, but they after- 
wards became and still are a part of the statute law. The 
object aimed at by their mover was doubtless to enable parties 
to conduct their own cases in court without professional assist- 
ance. This the enactments have failed to accomplish; but 
they have been of great advantage to attorneys themselves, | 
enabling them to cure their own errors and omissions, to 
which they as well as the unlearned are liable. 

On the 18th of January, 1807, Mr. Findlay was elected 
State Treasurer, whereupon he resigned his seat in the 
House. From that date until the 2d of December, 1817, 
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when he resigned to assume the duties of chief magistrate, a 
period of nearly eleven years, he was annually re-elected by 
the Legislature to that office, in several instances unanimously, 
and always by a strong majority, not uncommonly being 
supported by members politically opposed to him. During 
nearly four years of this time the United States were at war 
with England, and the resources of the country were severely 
taxed. In addition to this, the Legislature had chartered the 
Forty Banks over the veto of Governor Snyder, about which 
a violent contest had occurred, and the State was flooded 
with depreciated paper currency. Notwithstanding the con- 
stant vigilance and scrutiny of the careful and reliable chief 
clerk of the Treasury, Alexander Wilson, about seven hun- 
dred dollars of uncurrent money had been taken at its 
counter. Determined that the State should not suffer loss 
by this misfortune, Mr. Findlay paid the amount out of his 
private funds. This action coming to the knowledge of the 
Legislature, a bill was promptly passed for refunding to him 
the money, thus consummating a measure of simple justice, 
and bearing testimony to the integrity and worth of the 
officer. 
In 1817, Mr. Findlay was nominated by the Republicans 
as their candidate for Governor. General Joseph HHiester was 
selected by a disaffected branch of the Republican party, 
styled Old School Men, to oppose him, who was supported 
also by the Federalists. The result was a triumph for Find- 
lay, who was elected by a majority of over seven thousand 
votes. During the canvass party spirit ran high, and it did 
not subside when the result of the contest was known. The 
Governor elect had no sooner resigned the office of State 
Treasurer, than a party in the Legislature, instigated by his 
political opponents, moved the appointment of a committee to 
inquire into his conduct in the office which he had just va- 
cated. The confidence of friends and foes alike in his capac- 
ity during the long period of eleven years, and the regular 
scrutiny and approval of his accounts by the auditing depart- 
ment of the Government and of the Legislature itself, were 
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regarded as of little weight compared with the gratification 
of party rancor and personal spite. The investigation lasted 
nearly the entire session. The Treasurer offered no witnesses 
in his behalf, nor was he present in person or by attorney at 
the sittings of the committee. A report was finally made that 
“the conduct of the State Treasurer in his official capacity 
has been not only faithful, but meritorious and beneficial to 
the State, and entitles him to the thanks and gratitude of his 
fellow-citizens.”’ 

At the same session a petition was presented to contest his 
election as Governor; but this was abandoned, when it was 
found that the postponement of his inauguration, which was 
doubtless its real object, had failed. Again at the session of 
1819-20 the Governor’s official conduct was the subject of 
inquiry; but, like that of his management of the Treasury, 
resulted in his triumphant vindication. It was thus that party 
warfare was waged. One at least of the active opponents of 
Governor Findlay, then a young man and rising lawyer, 
who afterwards attained eminence at the Philadelphia Bar, 
acknowledged with a frankness and cordiality which did him 
credit, that injustice had been done the Governor in these 
proceedings. 

In 1820, Governor Findlay again received the unanimous 
nomination of the Republicans for re-election, and Joseph 
Hiester was nominated as before by the Republicans of the Old 
School, and was supported by the Federalists en masse. Under » 
the Constitution of 1790, the patronage of the Executive was 
immense. ‘To him was given the power of appointing, with 
few exceptions, every State and County officer. This power, 
considered so dangerous that, by the Constitution of 1838 
and subsequent amendments, the Executive has been stripped 
of it almost entirely, was, in fact, dangerous only to the Gov- 
ernor himself. For while he might attach one person to 
him by making an appointment, the score or two who were 
disappointed became, if not active political opponents, at 
least lukewarm friends. Many trained and skilful politicians 
had been alienated from the support of Governor Findlay by 
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their inability to share or control patronage. The result was 
the election of his opponent. 

At the general elections of 1821, the Republicans regained 
ascendancy in the Legislature. At the session of 1821-22, 
while Governor Findlay was quietly spending the winter 
with a friend and relative in Franklin County, he received 
notice that he had been elected to the Senate of the United 
States for the full term of six years from the preceding 4th 
of March. He immediately set out for the capital, where he 
took his seat and served the entire term with distinguished 
ability. While he was in the Senate, two of his brothers, 
Colonel John Findlay, of Chambersburg, and General James 
Findlay, of Cincinnati, Ohio, were members of the National 
House of Representatives. We are reminded by the follow- 
ing paragraph from the Ilarrisburg Intelligencer, of 1824, that 
travel to and from the capital then, even from contiguous 
States, was by no means so rapid and convenient as now: 
“Mr. Findlay, of the United States Senate, also, left this 
place for Washington yesterday, by way of Baltimore, in a 
gig.” | 

After the expiration of his senatorial term he was ap- 
pointed by President Jackson Treasurer of the United States 
Mint at Philadelphia. This office he held until the accession 
of General Harrison to the Presidency, when, unwilling at 
his advanced age to be longer burdened with its cares and 
responsibilities, he resigned. The remainder of his life was 
spent in retirement with the family of his son-in-law, Gov- 
ernor Shunk, at whose residence, in Harrisburg, he died on 
the 12th of November, 1846, in the seventy-ninth year of his 
age. 

The building of the State capitol was commenced during 
his administration. Te was one of the Commissioners named 
in the Act which authorized its erection, and the corner-stone 
at the south-west corner of the building was laid by his hand. 
During his entire term of office the Legislature sat in the old 
Court-House of Dauphin County. There was no Governor’s 
mansion provided by the State, nor even an Executive Cham- 
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ber. In one of the most convenient houses that could then 
be rented in Harrisburg, since greatly enlarged and improved 
by its present owner, the Rev. T. H. Robinson, D.D., he re- 
ceived all visits, whether of business or courtesy. His back 
parlor was his office, and here, too, weekly, during the ses- 
sion of the Legislature, he entertained the members and dis- 
tinguished visitors to Ifarrisburg at dinner. 

The only slave that he ever owned he manumitted in 1817, 
with this emphatic declaration: ‘“‘ The principles of slavery 
are repugnant to those of justice, and are totally irreconcil- 
able with that rule which requires us to do unto others as we 
would wish to be done by.” Upon the subject of slavery, and 
its natural concomitant, kidnapping, which at this period was 
becoming vexatious, Governor Findlay, in his message of 
1819, says: “ The punishment of kidnapping is not propor- 
tioned to the offence, and requires to be increased. In con- 
nection with this subject I have to observe, that it is usual to 
take colored persons in numbers chained together through our 
State, and especially through the south-western parts of it, with- 
out inquiry being made into the cause, or object of the proced- 
ure. This practice affords inducements to the commission of 
crime, and facilities in escaping from detection.” And again 
in his message of the following year, he says: “I cannot for- 
bear to urge upon your attention the necessity for some provi- 
sions for the punishment of the crime of kidnapping, more 
adequate to the prevention of the offence, as well as more pro- 
portioned to other punishments for crimes of inferior grade. 
Lt is a melancholy fact, that our laws regard the stealing of a horse 
a more heinous offence than the stealing of a man.” 

In person, Governor Findlay was tall, with fair com- 
plexion and dark-brown hair. He had a vigorous constitu- 
tion and a cheerful disposition. THe was affable and cour- 
teous in his address, fond of conversation, but did not 
monopolize it. He understood and practiced the habits of a 
good listener. ILe exhibited great tact in drawing out the 
reserved and taciturn, and enabling them to figure well in 
conversation by giving rein to their hobbies. He possessed 
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a remarkably tenacious memory of names and faces. After 
a long separation, he could recognize and call by name a per- 
son with whom he had had but a short and casual interview. 
His acquaintance was probably more extensive, and his per- 
sonal friends more numerous, than those of ne any other 
public man of his day 

In his domestic relations he was most exemplary, an affec- 
tionate husband and the best of fathers. Je was pre-emi- 
nently an unselfish man. He was charitable in the largest 
sense. ‘Thinking no evil himself, his unsuspecting benevo- 
lence was often imposed upon. He was a Christian in faith 
and practice. Baptized and brought up in the Presbyterian 
Church, he accepted its standards, and respected and hospitably 
entertained its ministers. In his inaugural address as Gov- 
ernor, in enumerating the duties which should be required of 
public servants, he included that of cherishing “ by their ex- 
ample, the purity and beauty of the religion of the Redeemer.” 

On the 27th of July, 1824, he sustained.a great domestic 
affliction in the death of his wife, for whose excellent sense 
and judgment he had a profound respect, and who for more 
than thirty years had been the object of his constant and 
confiding affection. She died at Pittsburg, where he was re- 
siding during the recess of Congress. She was an humble, 
devoted Christian, and in her last hours looked unmoved 
upon the approach of death. She managed her husband’s 
household with admirable prudence and judgment, relieved 
him from domestic cares, presided at his table and dispensed 
his hospitality with dignity and ease, and cheered him amid 
the labors and responsibilities of official life with her sym- 
pathy and counsel. One daughter and five sons were the 
issue of this marriage. 
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JOSEPH HIESTER, 
GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1790, 
December 19, 1820, to December 16, 1823. 


HE remote ancestors of the Mester family in this country 
were of Silesian origin, and in process of time the de- 
scendants spread through the countries bordering on the 
Rhine. Three brothers of that name, Daniel, John, and 
Joseph, emigrated to America in the year 1737, and settled 
at Goshenhoppen, then Philadelphia County, now Mont- 
gomery. They soon afterwards purchased of the Proprietary 
Government a tract of several thousand acres in Bern town- 
ship, now Berks County. Here John and Joseph settled, 
and on the 18th of November, 1752, the subject of this sketch 
was born. Ie was the son of John MHiester, and at an early 
age was put to the lighter labors of the farm with his father. 
Subduing the forest, and bringing the soil under cultivation 
with the imperfect farm implements then in use was a her- 
culean task, and required a strong will and stout hands. He 
was himself accustomed to relate, that he was put to the 
plough so young that when it struck a stump or stone and 
was thrown from the furrow, he had not strength sufficient 
to right it till it had run a considerable distance, and when 
caught in a root the rebound would sometimes throw him 
prostrate. 

The father often recounted to the son the considerations 
which induced him to leave the old country, and to contrast 
the freedom and independence that was here enjoyed with 
the vassalage in which the peasantry were there held. They 


were kept perpetually poor and dependent by the burdens and 
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taxation imposed by the government and the nobility, with no 
prospect of any means of improvement. The accounts which 
reached them of prosperous settlements in the New World, 
where the hand of power was scarcely felt, gave them hope; 
and thither the brothers turned their faces, seeking in the 
then wilds of Pennsylvania a habitation, where in process of 
time one of their offspring came to rule a State more power- 
ful, prosperous, and happy than the ancient dynasty which 
they left behind. 

In the intervals of farm labor which the winter season af- 
forded, the son received the rudiments of an English and Ger- 
man education. In 1771, in his nineteenth year, he married 
Elizabeth Whitman, daughter of Adam Whitman, a highly 
respectable citizen of Reading, then an insignificant village. 
Thither shortly after his marriage he removed, and went into 
mercantile business in company with his father-in-law. In 
politics he was a Whig,—a party which had been formed in 
Pennsylvania to oppose the policy of the Proprietary Govern- 
ment, and which afterwards warmly espoused the cause of the 
Revolution. As a representative of that party he was chosen 
a member of the State Conference which met in Philadelphia 
on the 18th of June, 1776, and which in reality assumed the 
government of the Colony, called a convention to frame a 
new constitution, gave instructions for the guidance of its 
representatives in Congress, and authorized the calling out 
of troops for the Continental army. In all these proceedings 
he was a warm supporter of the popular cause. 

He was then a captain of militia, and no sooner had the 
Conference in Philadelphia adjourned, than he hastened 
home to arouse the young men of his section to the import- 
ance of joining the national standard, at that time but feebly 
supported. A biographical sketch of this period of his life, 
published in the United States Gazette, furnishes the following 
graphic account of this summoning to arms: ‘It was in the 
twenty-third or twenty-fourth year of his age that General 
Joseph Hiester first rallied under the standard of his country, 
and took up arms in defence of her independence. It was a 
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gloomy period, at which many hearts, that had beaten high, 
were sickened and sad in the bosoms of those who now had 
melancholy forebodings of the issue of the contest in which 
they had cheerfully embarked — at a time when the great, the 
good, the peerless Washington had much cause to complain of 
the want of men and means to meet the enemies of his country. 
It was late in the year 1775, or early in 1776, that he, then a 
vigorous, powerful, influential young man, called together by 
beat of drum his fellow-townsmen of Reading, to take into 
consideration the alarming state and gloomy prospects of their 
country. Reading was then an inconsiderable town with a 
small population. Having convened about twenty-five or 
thirty, he explained to them the necessity there was, that 
they alsc should be up and doing in the cause of their com- 
mon country. Ile stated that their beloved General was 
then believed to be in a most perilous situation in New 
Jersey; that his friends and fellow-soldiers were but few, 
while his foes and the foes of America were thickening and 
multiplying on every side, Having, so far as in his power, 
embarked the sympathies and aroused the patriotism of his 
hearers, he expressed his anxious desire to raise a company 
of volunteers, and march to the assistance of Washington. 
He was heard with attention and respect, and his proposition 
was kindly received. He then laid forty dollars on the drum- 
head, and said: ‘I will give this sum as a bounty, and the 
appointment of a sergeant to the first man who will subscribe 
to the articles of association to form a volunteer company to 
march forthwith and join the Commander-in-chief; and I 
also pledge myself to furnish the company with blankets and 
necessary funds for their equipment, and on the march!’ 
This promise he honorably and faithfully fulfilled. After 
our young captain had thus addressed his neighbors, they 
consulted together, and Matthias Babb stepped forward from 
among them, signed the articles and took the money from 
the drum-head. This example, and further advancements of 
smaller sums of money, induced twenty men on that evening 
to subscribe to the articles of association. Notices and invi- 
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tations were sent through the neighborhood; other meetings 
were held, and in ten days from the first meeting Captain 
Hiester had eighty men enrolled. They were promptly 
organized and ready to march to join the Commander-in- 
Chief.” 

The State authorities were engaged in forming what was 
known asa Flying Camp. The success which had attended 
the efforts of Captain Mester in obtaining men made them 
desirous of inducing him to extend his efforts, and a regiment 
or battalion was shortly obtained. The men would have gladly 
made him their Colonel; but this he declined in favor of one 
who desired the position, as he did also that of Major, declar- 
ing that he would willingly serve in the ranks, if by such 
duty he could better aid their common country. He in good 
faith went among his men and urged the choice of the gentle- 
men who sought the positions, and by his magnanimous exer- 
tions in their behalf secured their election. Upon the arrival 
of the command at Elizabethtown, New Jersey, it was found 
that General Washington had moved to Long Island, where- 
upon considerable dissatisfaction was manifested, many of the 
men claiming that by the terms of enlistment they were not 
obliged to leave their own State. MIliester was determined to 
hasten forward to the support of Washington, whom he knew 
to be in sore need of help. ‘ This,” says the authority above 
cited, “‘ was a critical and painful state of affairs. What was 
to bedone? What could be done to induce the men to go for- 
ward? They were drawn up in a compact body, and Captain 
Hiester addressed them in such honest, suitable, and impas- 
sioned language, that they warmed as he warmed, they soon 
felt as he felt, and their hearts beat in unison with his. One 
who was present on that trying occasion, said to me, ‘I wish to 
God, I could tell you what the Captain said, and how the 
men looked and felt; “‘ You have marched thus far,” said he, 
“resolved to fight your country’s foes, and defend your homes 
and families: and will you now prove cowards and desert 
your country, when your country most wants your help? I 
would be ashamed to return home with you? I will go for- 






















Wysorg 91% yodT  halior 11 wont “(ilgis 
filet rabanataiod i pio}, oF Aotsat ot use ban Saas 





enw icv gait sit howergms ‘e10w eoltinonins: onl me 
bobsstia bad sold eesootie oT qian guryll s es penn" 
rot obaot aoat giitinido ii soteoilT what qoandhe gt 
taomtigos 8 bre isos aid baoize of rust gitisebaito epotieodD 
yhole eved binow mom ont Dantinido ylivore enw sotletadto 
ano ta 10vst ob besilood off etul) tind ; lonoloD 9 ior) anid obec 
“isloab sje 40 dnd? owls bib od ex Hoitieod: ‘aly borieeh ow 
ona yd ti edaat oslt 1 oVI98 sdiguilliw Dlnow od dodkt gol 
booy ai oH, .yuasos nomimos tod? bis: solted bigog od yt 
‘olin, oift to aoierto asl bowiw bus aort'alt grows gacow obit 
oxo euominsirgent ali qa {rein aetoid aod ost ddguoe ovr yee 
fayivie edt woqU — .ctoitosle aiodd bor90e Madod ‘dodt cr a ae 
bavot eaw si youtat wo uevrontodasiftl tr banoreto9 oift 20 ee. 
sodw pastel gaot 01 hovoar bail rorgaiilenW leone + ah One 
oily 10 YABET ¢ “hotestinant enw acne aitaceib sldsrobte Oo MOGN Loa 
jou, e194 wot yuouietine to, varrot ot we saul were odie ‘ae 
o} boaiariatoh eave iot20tH oie 0d «ior ovaol od bogildo 
woud ou mode rorgaiilen Mf To deceive odd ot be Draw notemd 
evods Witodisa ‘oud avon aner . qled Ie hoot o ist od 08 '.. 
egw iadV ets ‘io olla intaiag ha lanes eG eae 
sot oy of mont ast soubui oF 6nob od Hito9 wobed of 
aighqgeD, bare bod joRgiaos & of qu ero osow et threw 
aco bap, oldatine deonod fost ‘ai modt boeeobbe vie soit 
OOe 7 rol ‘hoarinw. re an boweiaew ody dak? x seg! pial b9 O18 
90 "aie dtiv aoetan mi dood abnoll riot bas alsa of thot 
Qi dein 1.9m ot bine foienoo0 af iad godt ao der wed | 
‘odt wod bag bina aintqaQ odd soit | c 
voit bina “sek eset podornes ood nod 
ak eetames re 
“poy ft 

























nestor alo, budieh baw ie 
—oaob bite efinwos over 
ih Sglod a0% | etany 
aot og, iw Yuoyd 


JOSEPH HIESTER. 337 


ward, yes, if I go by myself, I will go and join General 
Washington as a volunteer, as a private. If you will not go l 
will go alone. But surely,” said he, “you will not turn your 
backs upon the enemy, and leave your country at their mercy. 
I will try you once again— Fall in! Fall into your ranks, 
men! and those who are ready to fight for freedom and 
America, will, when the drum beats, and the word is given, 
march to join George Washington.” Themen fellin. They 
shouldered their muskets. ‘The drums were beaten, and on 
the word “ March!” the whole line, except three men, moved 
forward. Those three soon sprang into the ranks, three 
cheers were given, and they were inion ith on their mar to 
Long Island.’ ”’ 
That gallant Captain little knew the hard fate that was to 
await him in the fulfilment of his patriotic desires. His 
regiment joined the patriot army, and came often in conflict 
with the enemy, when many were wounded and killed. Fi- 
nally Captain Hiester and most of his surviving men were 
taken prisoners, and he, with many other American officers, 
was confined on board the notorious prison-ship, the Jersey, 
where they were subjected to every indignity which refined 
cruelty could invent. British arms were dishonored, and the 
British name made hateful by the inhuman treatment here 
accorded. Jonathan Russell, one of the Commissioners on 
the part of the United States who concluded the treaty of 
Ghent, in an oration delivered on the 4th of July, 1800, at 
Providence, Rhode Island, delineated the horrors of that im- 
prisonment in the following strain of patriotic frenzy: ‘ But 
it was not,” he says, ‘in the ardent conflicts of the field only 
that our countrymen fell; it was not the ordinary chances of 
war alone which they had to encounter. Happy indeed, and 
thrice happy were Warren, Montgomery, and Mercer; happy 
those other gallant spirits who fell with glory in the heat of 
battle distinguished by their country and covered with her 
applause. Every soul, sensible to honor, envies rather than 
compassionates their fate. It was in the dungeons of our in- 


human invaders; it was in their loathsome and pestiferous 
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prison-ships, that the wretchedness of our countrymen still 
makes the heart bleed. It was there that hunger and thirst, 
and disease, and all the contumely cold-hearted cruelty could 
bestow, sharpened every pang of death. Misery there wrung 
every fibre that could feel before she gave the blow of grace 
which sent the sufferer to eternity. It is said that poison 
was employed. No—there was no such mercy there. There 
nothing was employed which could blunt the susceptibility 
to anguish, or which by hastening death could rob its agonies 
of a single pang. On board one only of these prison-ships 
above eleven thousand of our brave countrymen are said to 
have perished. She was called the Jersey. Her wreck still 
remains, and at low ebb presents to the world its accursed 
and blighted fragments. Twice in twenty-four hours the 
winds of heaven sigh through it, and repeat the groans of 
our expiring countrymen, and twice the ocean hides in 
her bosom those deadly and polluted ruins, which all her 
waters cannot purify. very rain that descends washes from 
the unconsecrated bank the bones of those intrepid sufferers. 
They he naked on the shore, accusing the neglect of their 
countrymen. Jlow long shall gratitude and even piety deny 
them burial? They ought to be collected in one vast ossery, 
which shall stand a monument to future ages, of the two ex- 
tremes of the human character; of that depravity which, tram- 
pling on the rights of misfortune, perpetrated cold and calcu- 
lating murder on a wretched and defenceless prisoner, and 
that virtue which animated this prisoner to die a willing mar- 
tyr for his country. Or rather, were it possible, there ought 
there to be raised a colossal column whose base, sinking to hell, 
should let the murderers read their infamy inscribed on it, and 
whose capital of Corinthian laurel ascending to heaven should 
show the sainted Patriots that they have triumphed. Deep 
and dreadful as the coloring of this picture may appear, it is 
but a faint and imperfect sketch of the original. You must 
remember a thousand unutterable calamities, a thousand in- 
stances of domestic as well as national anxiety and distress, 
which mock description. You ought to remember them, 
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you ought to hand them down in tradition to your posterity, 
that they may know the awful price their fathers paid for 
freedom.”’ 

From this prison-ship Captain Hiester was taken, and thrust 
into confinement in New York, where the want of food, and 
general harsh treatment of the captives, was scarcely a remove 
better than they had experienced on board the Jersey. He 
was here attacked with a low fever, and became so feeble and 
emaciated that he was obliged, in passing up and down stairs, 
to crawl on his hands and knees. After several months’ im- 
prisonment he was exchanged, and was set at liberty, having 
been plundered of his money and clothing. He immediately 
repaired to Reading, and after having regained his strength 
returned to the army. Ile arrived in time to participate in 
the battle of Germantown, and while engaged with a com- 
pany of the enemy’s horse, he received a wound in the head, 
but not of a dangerous nature. In the varied fortunes of the 
patriot army he continued to share until the close of the war, 
when, seeing the liberty of his country fully assured, he 
returned with joy to the bosom of his family. 

He was chosen a member of the convention which assem- 
bled in Philadelphia in 1787 for the ratification of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and in 1789 he was a member 
of the convention which framed the State Constitution of 
1790. For several successive years, he was a member of the 
Legislature, where he was distinguished for his practical 
knowledge of affairs, and for his good sense in the duties of 
legislation. In 1799, after the removal of his uncle Daniel, 
who had previously represented the Berks district in Con- 
gress, to Maryland, he was elected a member of that body, to 
which he was regularly returned until 1805, and again from 
1815 to 1821, a period of fourteen years. Before the expira- 
tion of his last term, he resigned to accept the nomination of 
Governor of Pennsylvania, tendered him by the Independent 
Republican party, supported by the Federalists. He was 
elected over his competitor, Governor Findlay, and served 
for one term of three years. ‘It is a fact well known,” says 
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his biographer before quoted, “to the political and personal 
friends of General ester, that he was reluctantly induced to 
become a candidate for the office of Governor, and that he 
yielded his consent upon the express and well understood 
condition that he would serve but one period. It is equally 
well known that at the end of that period of service he reso- 
lutely refused again to permit the use of his name, although 
urged by partisans and by many friends to be a candidate.” 

His administration was characterized by great activity in 
promoting the growth and prosperity of the Commonwealth, 
and especially in pushing forward its internal improvements. 
The period was one of sharp political contest, and the dispo- 
sition to attack those in power and call them in question for 
every offence, or conceived offence, had been exercised with- 
out license during the rule of his immediate predecessor. In 
alluding to this subject in his inaugural address he says: “ But, 
I trust, if any errors shall be committed, they will not be 
chargeable to intention. They will owe their origin to the 
imperfection of our nature and the narrow limits of human 
foresight. They will not proceed from a wilful neglect of 
duty on my part, nor from any want of devotion to the best 
interests of our beloved country. Such errors I may justly 
hope will meet with indulgence from an enlightened and 
liberal people. Where censure shall, upon a full and impar- 
tial view of matters, be merited, let it not be withheld. It is 
the duty of freemen to examine closely into the conduct of 
those to whom they have delegated their power, or the guar- 
dianship of their rights and interests, to censure the abuse of 
the one, or the neglect and mismanagement of the other. 
Considering myself as elected by the people of this Common- 
wealth, and not by any particular denomination of persons, I 
shall endeavor to deserve the name of Chief Magistrate of 
Pennsylvania, and to avoid the disgraceful appellation of the 
Governor of a party.” 

As has already been noticed in the sketch of Governor 
Findlay, the enormous patronage at the disposal of the Exec- 
utive had become very troublesome. Its dispensation had 
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actually become an object of dread to every one who approached 
it, and we find Governor Hiester calling the attention of the 
Legislature, among other subjects of reform, to the devising 
of some means of relief therefrom. ‘ Permit me,” he says, 
“to suggest to you, whether it would not be possible to de- 
vise some method of reducing the enormous power and pa- 
tronage of the Governor, without impairing the other general 
features of our present excellent Constitution; and whether . 
the annual sessions of the Legislature might not be shortened 
without detriment to the public good... . It also deserves 
serious consideration whether public improvements might 
not at this time be advantageously made, and domestic manu- 
factures encouraged with success. Above all it appears an im- 
perative duty to introduce and support a liberal system of education 
connected with some general religious instruction.” 

At the expiration of his term of office he withdrew alto- 
gether from public employments, and sought that peace and 
quiet in private life to which a long period of public service 
had justly entitled him. He died on the 10th of June, 1832, 
in the eighticth year of his age, and was buried in the grounds 
of the German Reformed church at Reading. The attend- 
ance of the military, and other demonstrations of respect and 
attachment, which were promptly tendered, were declined, 
and he was followed to the grave by a great concourse of 
mourning relatives and fellow-citizens, without display or 
ostentation, in keeping with the republican simplicity which 
had marked the whole course of his long and useful life. 

The last paragraph of his last annual message to the Legis- 
lature, that in which he took a final leave of all public em- 
ployments, is so instinct with devotion and pathetic tender- 
ness that it may properly form the conclusion to this memoir. 
““ Having been,” he says, “‘ for nearly fifty years occasionally 
engaged in various highly responsible situations in the ser- 
vice of my country, having witnessed its progress from Colo- 
nial vassalage to independence and sovereignty, it is with 
most sincere pleasure that, on quitting the theatre of action, 
I can congratulate you, and our fellow-citizens at large, on the 
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propitious situation in which it is now placed; and I avail 
myself of the occasion it affords of repeating my fervent 
prayers to the Almighty Ruler of the Universe, under whose 
superintending influence it has attained to its present emi- 
nence, that he may continue to cherish it with his fostering 
care, preserving its citizens in the free enjoyment of their 
just rights and republican institutions, until all earthly gov- 
- ernments shall be terminated by the consummation of time.” 


















































ii 
a 
4 
i 
el 
Wa’ 
i 
i i 
: } 
Ay 
| é : 
% 
at 
; i 
i 
4 
a ane! 
i 
re ; 
aed | 
i ty 
Me 
ty rl 
of 
gi } 
Ls aR 
vu 
1 


203, (iin Hig 1 aus, 
et ssa to solace : 


Wit Lunn eyed ir virile votne van La rer feieeied an 
Ay Bees A ie mee a ein 24) Lie pevtrvoncent “i 
eT By My 0 Mae i oe " Sipe 
g es a i) 
; ioe ie pe a ines id ce 
ne Y Vi o hx , 


t) A ii ee ey i Hi WP 4 hae ae iv ee * ANY Cem nu tabs hy 







ty ai ay (ap ih os ve ert) aay writ. af os Gare il 



















in. care bine Aan | mbt ey, 
























i ai 


NE NY My, ty ee piinbne oe ei tei Daly sa | in 





ha Ao ihe Wie ‘nati Wb 

ade hi % hw ; Le 
pian a at | ida 
iy: iu Wee we neh ee 
ae ) ah new asian Wn: Pein’. i 


ne ae ee, wea ip me aun or yl Lidia a 








em Me yt ( vb i spe wend’ oy ve a 
r arial! ‘Tends i lana ia: nalts eit 
Re ical wiostliaal aie ip 


Pa ae 









ey 





, bic ce a ay 





































































































Avi es Nap , 
at y \ 
Me ik LION SAT RS 
rt ’ " ' 4 ioe 2 vie y an . / i ; 
“i v ey en ae 
i apie 
f Wey oly Vn ‘ ea 
, : 1 TO 
thy \ Bed ‘ay 





JOHN ANDREW SHULZE, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1790. 
December 16, 1823, to December 15, 1829. 


OLITICAL organizations underwent a radical transforma- 
tion during the administration of Governor Shulze. The 
discussions in the convention which framed the Constitution 
of the United States gave birth to two parties in that body. 
When the conventions met in the several States to ratify it, 
discussions of the same purport were repeated, the members 
ranging themselves on opposite sides as in the originating 
assembly. The newspapers were lhkewise divided, and 
through them the people. The one party believed that the 
Constitution gave the States too much power, and favored 
a greater degree of strength and centralization in the Na- 
tional Government, while the other with equal zeal argued 
that the States were shorn of their sovereignty and despoiled 
of their rights. Washington was, however, elected with 
great unanimity the first President, though he was known to 
strongly favor the Constitutional party. His Cabinet was 
divided, and as the terms Federal and Republican came into 
use as the designations of the two parties, Adams and Ham- 
ilton allied themselves with the former, while Jefferson led 
the latter. For a quarter of a century these parties combated 
each other with great ability, and often with acrimony. At 
the end of that period, a degeneracy, which had for some 
time been perceptible, culminated in a general dissolution, 
and the two old parties were known no more. 
In the election of a Governor in 1823, Andrew Gregg was 


supported by the independent Republicans and Federalists, 
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which had twice before triumphed, the latter party in con- 
vention at Lancaster, over which James Buchanan presided, 
resolving that “We, as Federalists, will support Andrew 
Gregg, of Centre County, for Governor of Pennsylvania.” 
The Republicans nominated John Andrew Shulze, and were . 
again successful. 

Mr. Shulze was born on the 19th of July, 1775, in Tulpe- 
- hocken township, Berks County, Pennsylvania. His father 
was a clergyman of the German Lutheran Church, and had 
several congregations to which he ministered. The son 
received his early instruction in English and German from 
his father. He was afterwards put to an institution in Lan- 
caster, and while there was under the immediate care of his 
uncle, Dr. Henry Muhlenberg. He completed his prepara- 
tion for college in York County, under the instruction of the 
Rev. Mr. Melsheimer. 

Ife received a finished classical education in the city of 
New York, and afterwards studied theology there with his 
uncle, Dr. Kunze, a celebrated divine of that day. In 1796, 
he was admitted as a member of the German Lutheran 
Synod, and was shortly afterwards ordained a minister in 
that church. For a period of six years he officiated as pastor 
of several congregations in Berks County, and was esteemed 
and loved by all who knew him. 

In 1802 a rheumatic affection from which he had long suf- 
fered obliged him to suspend his labors in the ministry, and 
two years later, finding no improvement in his condition, he 
was induced to seek other occupation. He accordingly en- 
tered upon mercantile business in the village of Myerstown, 
then Dauphin County, in which he continued for several 
years, accumulating a small fortune. 

In 1806 he was elected a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of Pennsylvania, and was re-elected for the two suc- 
ceeding years. He was ur ced by his constituents to accept a 
nomination for a fourth term, but declined. The journals 
show that during the period , which he was in the House, 
there was no more active or efficient member than Mr. 
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Shulze, or one whose votes will better stand the test of minute 
scrutiny. He was a consistent Republican throughout, mani- 
festing an ardent attachment to the Constitution, and the 
principles which he had received from a pious and patriotic 
father, and which characterized the whole course of his life. 

His business qualifications and his probity attracted the 
attention of Governor Snyder, who, in 1818, appointed him 
Surveyor-General of the State. This office, at that time an 
important and responsible one, he declined. Governor Sny- 
der then tendered him the positions of Register, Recorder, 
Prothonotary, Clerk of the Orphans’ Court, and Clerk in the 
Sessions Court of Lebanon County, which he accepted. In 
the discharge of the duties of this office he continued until 
the expiration of Governor Snyder’s term, when he was re- 
commissioned under the appointment of Governor Findlay. 
In the early part of 1821, though warmly solicited by large 
numbers of the citizens to remain in this position, he resigned, 
and was in October of that year elected to represent Lebanon 
County in the louse of Representatives. In the following 
year he was chosen a State Senator for Dauphin and Lebanon 
counties, carrying the district by a large majority, though 
opposed by a well-organized party. 

Before he had been a year in the Senate, he was selected 
as candidate for Governor by the Republican party, and was 
elected by a majority of over twenty-five thousand. Je was 
nominated for a second term in 1826, and was elected with a 
unanimity unparalleled in the history of the Government, 
receiving over seventy-two thousand votes, while his op- 
ponent, John Sergeant, got but about one thousand. Ile 
had immense patronage to bestow, having in addition to that 
originally given by the Constitution, now grown to enormous 
proportions, that recently created by the legislation for the 
public works. In commenting upon this feature of his ad- 
ministration, a recent political writer says: “ This power 
was exercised with great prudence and good judgment. It 
might indeed be said that Governor Shulze called the best 
sense of the State around him. Ilis officers everywhere were 
capable and honest.” 
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This was an era when stupendous plans for the improve- 
ment of the Commonwealth were adopted and put in execu- 
tion. Questioning the propriety of the State assuming to 
execute the functions of a corporation in opening avenues of 
traffic, he opposed the loan of a million of dollars which was 
authorized by the Legislature, but was obliged to yield to the 
will of the people, and before the close of his second term 
six millions had been borrowed. 

It was soon after his first election, in 1823, that the old 
parties were broken up, none after that calling themselves 
Federalists. Indeed, the term Federalist became odious; 
but from its ashes there sprang a party that became more 
powerful than any which before or since has borne sway in 
this country. Every Federal newspaper in Pennsylvania, 
except three, the United States Gazette, of Philadelphia, The 
Village Record, of West Chester, and the Pittsburg Gazette, 
joined in its support. In the national election of 1824, 
parties being in a disorganized state, there was no choice for 
President by the people, Crawford, Adams, Clay, Calhoun, 
and Jackson being supported. John Quincy Adams was 
elected by the House of Representatives. But in 1828, Jack- 
son was chosen, receiving a majority of fifty thousand in 
Pennsylvania, his brilliant victory at New Orleans, gained 
with scarcely a casualty on our side, creating immense en- 
thusiasm among the people in his favor. In 1824, the 
nation’s early friend and benefactor, General Lafayette, re- 
visited the scenes of his former trials and final triumphs. 
Governor Shulze had the satisfaction of welcoming the hero 
to the soil of Pennsylvania, which he did at Morrisville in 
a brief but eloquent and impressive speech. 

In his annual message to the Legislature, immediately suc- 
ceeding the election of President Jackson, Governor Shulze 
expresses his views of the duties of the citizen in acquiescing 
in the will of the majority, and of giving the successful can- 
didate a cordial support, in a manner worthy of the most 
thoughtful consideration. He says, “In the organization of 
our government of the Union and of the State, the simple 
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and efficient principle which secures our welfare and repose, 
is, that the will of the majority shall rule, and whenever that 
will is constitutionally expressed, whether it be by election 
or by legislation, it is the plain duty, as it must always be the 
pleasure, to every public functionary, cheerfully to concur. 
To him the laws are the laws of the people; and to him the 
magistrate is the magistrate of the people, by them right- 
fully invested with authority for their benefit, and entrusted 
with so much power as the Constitution confers upon the 
office. At seasons of elections, especially for the higher sta- 
tions, there will often be great excitement, proportioned to the 
interest produced by the occasion, and indicative of the soli- 
citude naturally felt in the delegation of important public 
trusts. It is the right of the citizen freely and actively to 
take his post according to the dictates of his judgment. The 
election over, and its result known, he who has the majority 
is entitled to be honored and respected ag the people’s choice, 
and to be supported in his efforts faithfully to fulfil and dis- 
charge his duties. Such a season has just passed, and fur- 
nished a new evidence of the stability and excellence of our 
form of government. If, in its progress, there has been more 
than usual warmth, it is now at an end. The question which 
-eaused it is decided. very good citizen will acquiesce in 
the decision, and every public functionary, governed by the 
same motive which influenced him to abstain from embark- 
ing his official character in the contest, while it is going on, 
will find himself placed in no new position, but maintaining 
the relation to the high officer elected, which the Constitution 
creates, and ready, within his allotted sphere, cordially to 
cooperate with him for the common good.” 

None of the predecessors of Governor Shulze had come to 
that high office with so much scholastic culture and grace, as 
he. He truly appreciated the value of education; and as he 
looked over the broad face of the Commonwealth, and saw a 
vast and rapidly increasing population without adequate 
means of school instruction, his heart was moved, and his 
sympathies were aroused in their behalf. Me knew the will 
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of the founder in this regard. He knew the provisions of the 
organic law; and he was unwilling to rest satisfied so long as 
the intentions of the founders remained unfulfilled. His mes- 
sages are replete with the most urgent appeals for some legis- 
lation which should secure the privileges of elementary edu- 
eation to all. In that of 1827, he says: ‘‘ Among the injunc- 
tions of the Constitution, there is none more interesting 
than that which enjoins it as a duty on the Legislature tu 
provide for the education of the poor throughout the Com- 
monwealth. Whether we regard it in its probable influence 
upon the stability of our free republican governments, or as 
it may contribute to social and individual happiness, it equally 
deserves the earnest and unremitted attention of those who 
are honored with the high trust of providing for the public 
welfare. If the culture of the understanding and the heart 


be entirely neglected in early life, there is great reason to 


fear that evil propensities will take root, while, with proper 
discipline, there might have been a rich harvest of usefulness 


and worth. A knowledge of our rights, and a sense of our 


duties, a just estimate of the value of the blessings we enjoy, 
and an habitual desire to preserve them, are the wholesome 
fruits of that good seed, which it is the object, and, with 
the favor of Providence, the effect, of moral and intellectual 
instruction to implant. It cannot be supplied to all in equal 
measure, but it is hoped that the time will come when none 
shall be left entirely destitute. Then will the Legislature 
truly be in this respect, what the framers of the Constitution 
desired it should be, a parent to the children of the poor; and 
they in return will have strong inducements to love and to 
honor, and to do their utmost to perpetuate the free institu- 
tions from which they derive so signal a benefit, so prolific a 
source of happiness.” 

Again, in his message of the following year he urges upon 
the attention of the Legislature the importance of immediate 
action, and adduces new and weighty considerations to enforce 
his views. ‘“ The mighty works,” he says, “ and consequent 
great expenditures undertaken by the State, cannot induce 
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ine to forbear again calling attention to the subject of public 
education. To devise means for the establishment of a fund, 
and the adoption of a plan, by which the blessings of the 
more necessary branches of education should be conferred 
on every family within our borders, would be every way 
worthy the Legislature of Pennsylvania; an attention to this 
subject, at this time, would seem to be peculiarly demanded, 
by the increased number of children and young persons who 
are employed in manufactories. It would be desirable for 
the employers and parents, as well as children, that this mat- 
ter should early engage the attention, and be early acted upon 
by the Legislature, inasmuch as it will be easier in the infancy 
of manufactories, to adopt and enforce a liberal system, than 
it would be to establish such a system when thousands more 
children shall be employed than are at this time. The estab- 
lishment of such principles would not only have the happiest 
effects in cultivating the minds, but invigorating the physical 
constitutions of the young. What nobler incentive can pre- 
sent itself to the mind of a republican legislator, than a hope 
that his labor shall be rewarded by insuring to his country, 
a race of human beings, healthy, and of vigorous constitu- 
tions, and of minds more generally improved than fall to the 
lot of any considerable portion of the human family!” 

At the conclusion of his second term Governor Shulze 
retired from public life, and engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
His kindness of heart induced him always to lend a listening 
ear to those in trouble, and his counsel was often sought by 
the community among whom he dwelt. In 1839 he was 
elected a senatorial delegate to the National Convention 
which assembled at Harrisburg to nominate candidates for 
President and Vice-President of the United States, and was 
chosen one of the vice-presidents on that occasion. In the 
following year he was a member of the Electoral College, 
of which he was unanimously chosen president. In 1846 he 
removed with his family to Lancaster, where he continued to 
reside until his death, which occurred on the 18th of Novem- 
ber, 1852, in the seventy-eighth year of his age. | 
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GEORGE WOLF, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1790. 
December 15, 1829, to December 15, 1835. 


EORGE WOLF, the seventh Governor of Pennsylvania, 
was born in Allen township, Northampton County, on 
the 12th of August, 1777. His father was a native of Ger- 
many. He left two sons, Philip and George, who inherited 
the vigor, good sense, and integrity of the father. George 
was educated at a classical school, established in the County 
by a society formed for the purpose, which was presided over 
by Robert Andrews, A. M., a graduate of Trinity College, 
Dublin. He here acquired a good knowledge of the Latin 
and Greek languages, and of the sciences usually pursued in 
a liberal education. Leaving this school, he for a time had 
the charge of his father’s farm, and also acted as principal 
of the academy in his native township. He soon after entered 
the Prothonotary’s office of Northampton County as a clerk, 
and at the same time studied law under the direction of the 
Hon. John Ross. 

He early espoused the political principles of Mr. Jefferson, 
and in 1799 advocated the election of Thomas McKean for 
Governor, the latter being at that time affiliated with the Re- 
publicans. When Mr. Jefferson became President, he ap- 
pointed Mr. Wolf Postmaster at Easton. Afterwards Gov- 
ernor McKean appointed him Clerk of the Orphans’ Court of 
Northampton County, which position he held until 1809. In 
1814, he was elected a member of the lower house of the 
Legislature, and in the following year was a candidate for the 
Senate; but was defeated on account of a rupture of the 


party and the formation of a double ticket. 
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GEORGE WOLF. 351 


In 1824, he was elected a member of the United States 
House of Representatives, and was reélected for the two suc- 
. ceeding terms, having no opposition in the first two elections, 
and being returned in the latter by a very large majority. 
While in Congress he acquired the reputation of a hard 
worker, and a conscientious, upright member. In debate he 
spoke like Abraham Davenport in song — 


“Wisely and well,...... 
Straight to the question, with no figures of speech 
Save the ten Arab signs, yet not without 
The shrewd dry humor natural to the man.” 


In committee he evinced a disposition to carefully investi- 
gate every question which came before him, willing with pa- 
tient industry to familiarize himself with the details of sub- 
jects requiring his decision, rather than risk the possibility 
of deciding wrongfully for lack of knowledge. He was a pro- 
nounced friend to American industry, and labored and voted 
for those measures which would best protect and foster it, 
and build up the prosperity of the country. 

In 1829, he was nominated as candidate for Governor, and 
was triumphantly elected. The following estimate of his char- 
acter at this period of his life, was uttered by one who knew 
him well, and who in speaking his convictions but echoed 
the sentiments of a vast body of the people of the Common- 
wealth: “With George Wolf I have long been acquainted. 
He possesses sterling integrity, a sound judgment, and strong 
natural common sense. Ilis constant intercourse with the 
world has made him well acquainted with human nature. I 
have known few, if any, better judges of the character of 
men than Mr. Wolf. He has received a good education, and 
as a lawyer is remarkable for the strength and accuracy of his 
judgment. His attainments are of a solid rather than a bril- 
liant character. With these qualifications he possesses suffi- 
cient firmness to make him spurn dictation from whatever 
quarter it may proceed. He will himself be the Governor of 
the State.” | 

He was not an aspirant for the office of Governor. He 
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received the nomination without knowing that any consider- 
able strength in the nominating convention was in his favor. 
But when the will of the people was declared, he abandoned 
a lucrative practice at the Northampton court, and devoted 
himself unreservedly to the duties of chief magistrate. The 
State had embarked in gigantic schemes of public improve- 
ments designed to connect the eastern waters with the west- 
ern,—traversing that formidable barrier, the Alleghany 
range, —and the rivers of the centre with Lake Erie and the 
streams from the north. When he took his seatin the guber- 
natorial chair, he found these works projected and in vyari- 
ous stages of progress. An immense debt had been con- 
tracted, and before these expenditures could be made to realize 
anything, the sum must be doubled and quadrupled. The 
finances were in a deplorable condition. The revenues 
were entirely insufficient to meet even the interest of the 
debt already contracted. It was a time when the wisest were 
disposed to question the policy of making such vast expendi 
tures as would be needed to complete them, and even the 
friends of the works were paralyzed by the intensity of the 
opposition. At an extra session of the Legislature, called 
just before the expiration of Governor Shulze’s term, an act 
was passed authorizing the contracting of a temporary lean 
of a million of dollars, at the rate of five per cent., fox the 
relief of the most pressing needs. But the credit of the State 
was at so low an ebb, that capitalists were unwilling to place 
their money in the hands of the Commonwealth. In this 
emergency it became necessary to resort to a compulsory 
loan from the banks whose charters required them to lend to 
the State. It was at this period that Governor Wolf came 
into office. The outlook was most gloomy, and to a Goy- 
ernor who should have figured to himself a rule of ease and 
enjoyment, would have afforded little promise. There were 
two courses for him to pursue, either break down the system 
of improvements, throw away the most of what had been 
expended, and allow the State to languish on with paralyzed 
industry, or by a bold and vastly expensive policy, finish what 
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had been begun, even with the certainty of contracting an 
enormous debt for future generations to liquidate. He reso- 
lutely took the responsibility of the latter course, and he had no 
sooner come to the executive chair than he addressed to the ° 
- Legislature, in his message, a recommendation for the vigor- 
ous prosecution of the public works, and the adoption of a 
system of taxation by which adequate funds would be realized 
for regularly paying the interest on past loans and such as in 
the future might be negotiated. The independent attitude 
assumed by the Governor had a magical effect. The caviller 
was silenced, and the popular will secured. The miser who 
had hoarded his money, when the State was in the most 
urgent need, no sooner saw a prospect of a bold and vigorous 
administration, and a will to resort to adequate taxation, than 
he unlocked his coffers, and became importunate to obtain 
State securities, even paying a premium of fifteen per cent. 
to get them. 

But the most substantial and enduring merit of Governor 
Wolf was evinced in his advocacy of a system of popular 
education. James Buchanan, in a speech delivered at West 
Chester previous to the election of the Governor, had said: 
“Tf ever the passion of envy could be excused a man ambitious 
of true glory, he might almost be justified in envying the 
fame of that favored individual, whoever he may be, whom 
Providence intends to make the instrument in establishing 
Common Schools throughout this Commonwealth. His task 
will be arduous. Hewill have many difficulties to encounter, 
and many prejudices to overcome; but his fame will exceed 
even that of the great Clinton, in the same proportion that 
mind is superior to matter. Whilst the one has erected a 
frail memorial, which like everything human must decay and 
perish, the other will raise a monument which shall flourish 
in immortal youth, and endure whilst the human soul shall 
continue to exist. ‘Ages unborn and nations yet behind’ 
shall bless his memory.” ‘To George Wolf that honor was 
accorded, and to him in all time to come, when the inquirer 


shall seek to know by whose voice and sturdy will that great 
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boon was championed and finally won, will the pxans of 
gratitude be sung. ; 

Former chief magistrates had called the attention of the 
' Legislature to the importance of the measure, but each in 
turn had failed to accomplish any substantial benefit. It was 
reserved for Governor Wolf, to make its adoption the special 
object of his ambition and the cherished purpose of his ad- 
ministration. Ife not only advocated the measure in public 
and in private, but, Hercules-like, he put his shoulder to the 
wheel, and with his iron will yielded to no temporizing. In 
his message of December 8th, 1830, he says: “In bringing 
this subject to your notice on the present occasion, Iam aware 
that Iam repeating that which has been the theme of every 
inaugural address, and of every annual executive message at 
the opening of each successive session of the Legislature, 
since the adoption of the Constitution. I know too, that the 
necessity which has existed, and which has given occasion, 
for the repeated, anxious, and pressing executive recommen- 
dations, in reference to this interesting subject, arose from 
the extreme difficulty which presented itself at every attempt 
to strike out a system adapted to the existing circumstances 
of the Commonwealth, and which might be calculated to 
accomplish the end contemplated by the framers of the Con- 
stitution. But difficult as the task may be, it is not insur- 
mountable, and I am thoroughly persuaded that there is not 
a single measure of all those which will engage your delibera- 
tions in the course of the session, of such intrinsic importance 
to the general prosperity and happiness of the people of the 
Commonwealth, to the cause of public virtue and of public 
morals, to the hopes and expectations of the rising genera- 
tion to whom the future political destinies of the Republic 
are to be committed, or which will add so much to the sum 
of individual and social improvement and comfort, as a 
general diffusion of the means of moral and intellectual 
cultivation among all classes of our citizens. Nor can there 
be a measure presented to you, as legislators, and as the 
guardians of the integrity and safety of our invaluable civil 
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institutions, more worthy of a virtuous and determined effort 
to overcome every obstacle that shall present itself in opposi- 
tion to the accomplishment of an achievement so truly lauda- 
ble. ... Among the principal adversaries of this measure are 
prejudice, avarice, ignorance, and error. The fruits of a suc- 
cessful conflict with these, and a victory over them, will be a 
consciousness of having been instrumental, by furnishing the 
means of a general diffusion of knowledge, in securing the 
stability and permanency of our Republican institutions, in 
adding to the sum of human intelligence, and in elevating 
the sentiments and confirming the virtue of the present and 
future generations. 

“If knowledge is power, and I believe the truth of the 
maxim is no longer doubted, it must be conceded that a well 
educated people will always possess a moral and physical 
energy, far exceeding that to which an ignorant, illiterate 
people can attain. It is asserted, in a document recently pub- 
lished at the instance of the Pennsylvania Society for the - 
Promotion of Public Schools, that out of four hundred thou- 
sand children in this State, between the ages of five and fif 
teen, more than two hundred and fifty thousand, capable of 
receiving instruction, were not within a school during the last 
year! And is it not more than probable that, if it were pos- 
sible to ascertain the fact, every year that has elapsed since 
the adoption of the Constitution, would, upon examination, 
have been found to present the same deplorable result in a 
greater or less degree. If so, what an incalculable loss has not 
this Commonwealth sustained, in the talents that would have 
been elicited, in the ingenuity and skill that would have 
been imparted to labor and science, and in the moral and 
intellectual endowments that would have been engrafted and 
matured, had a judicious, well-arranged system of universal 
education been early adopted, and rightly enforced, as con- 
templated and enjoined by the framers of the Constitution. 
To you, fellow-citizens, as the representatives of the people, 
possessing, as you necessarily must, an intimate knowledge 
of the wants, as well as the views and wishes of your con- 
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stituents, in reference to this measure, and bringing with you, 
from every section of the State, a fund of intelligence which 
will be peculiarly useful in directing you to favorable results, 
is committed the arduous, but I trust not ungrateful task, of 
collecting, digesting, and arranging the details of a system 
of primary or common-school education, which will shed an 
additional lustre over the existing elevated character of the 
Commonwealth.” 

The earnestness with which the Governor pleads in behalf 
of his favorite measure, and the more than paternal tender- 
ness with which he urges the claims of the rising generation, 
could not fail to arrest attention, and convince men of his 
sincerity. Better than any description or eulogium, it illus- 
trates the character of his head and his heart. Though it 
had not the effect to bring about the passage of an act estab- 
lishing a system, it secured the first step towards it: the levy- 
ing of a tax for a school fund. He did not content himself 
' with calling the attention of the Legislature to the subject, 
and adducing the most powerful arguments in its favor; but 
he descended to the practical details for securing the informa- 
tion necessary to frame a law commensurate with the exalted 
purpose, and well adapted to the wants to be subserved. In 
his message of the following year, he says: ‘It is cause for no 
ordinary measure of gratification, that the Legislature at its 
last session considered this subject worthy of its deliberations, 
and advanced one step towards the intellectual regeneration 
of the State by laying a foundation for raising a fund to be em- 
ployed hereafter in the righteous cause of a practical general 
education; and it is no less gratifying to know, that public 
Opinion is giving strong indications of having undergone a 
. favorable change in reference to this momentous measure, 
and by its gradual but powerful workings, is fast dispelling 
the grovelling fallacies, but too long prevalent, that gold is 
preferable to knowledge, and that dollars and cents are of a 
higher estimation than learning. This powerful lever, by 
which the actions of men are principally regulated, is fast 
approaching a crisis in relation to this much agitated ques- 
tion, and there is reason to believe, will speedily induce legis- 
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lative action in reference to it: not, it is hoped, however, too 
speedily for maturing a well-digested system, possessing that 
degree of perfection by which it will be rendered generally 
acceptable to the people, and have a tendency to realize the 
ardent hopes and fond anticipations of its many warm and 
zealous friends. A system that would not have such a ten- 
dency, but would be received with dissatisfaction by the peo- 
ple, would have the unhappy effect of blasting for a time the 
anxious expectations of the advocates of general education, 
of reviving former prejudices, and of retarding for many 
years the progress of intellectual improvement. In order, 
therefore, that a system, the most perfect that can be devised, 
and one that will be best adapted to the views and wishes of 
our constituents, may be projected in the first instance, should 
any difficulties occur in the course of your deliberations in 
relation to the subject, or in regard to the most eligible plan 
to be adopted, I would suggest for your consideration the pro- 
priety of appointing a commission, to consist of three or more 
talented and intelligent individuals, known friends ofa liberal 
and enlightened system of education, whose duty it should 
be to collect all the information, and possess themselves of all 
the facts and knowledge, that can be obtained from any 
quarter, having a bearing upon, or connection with, the sub- 
ject. of education, and to arrange and embody the same in a 
report to be transmitted to the Legislature at the next ses- 
sion for examination and final action thereon. Such a course, 
there is reason to believe, would tend more than any other to 
elicit much valuable information that could not otherwise be 
obtained, would facilitate the progress and final completion 
of this much desired work, and would not fail to secure for 
it a greater measure of perfection than could under other 
circumstances be attained.” 

In compliance with this judicious recommendation of the 
Governor, ‘“‘ by great industry, assiduity, and perseverance, a 
mass of valuable information was obtained, which unfolded 
a fund of knowledge in relation to the advantages, the utility, 
the cheapness, —in short, the decided preference which a 
system of cor:mon schools, of general interest, and sustained 
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and encouraged by the public bounty, maintained over every 
other plan of education of a private or partial character.” 
Being thus provided, a bill was drawn embodying what were 
believed to be the best features of those systems which had 
been most successful in other States, and at the session of 
1834 it ‘passed both branches of the Legislature with a 
unanimity,” says the Governor, “rarely equalled, perhaps 
never surpassed, in the annals of legislation.” It was a con- 
summation for which he had long and earnestly labored, and 
must have been a source of gratification and a subject of 
gratulation through life, that lis administration was graced 
with an event of such momentous import. There were still 
troubles to be encountered in putting it into successful 
operation, and great labors were required of his successors 
in preserving the principle intact. But the Rubicon was 
passed, the system was inaugurated, and, thanks to the labors 
of wise men and the care of an overruling Providence, the 
banner then thrown to the breeze has never been furled. 

Previous to the administration of Governor Wolf, the chief 
magistrates had had their offices in their private residences. 
Visitors upon business or courtesy were exposed to the 
prying eyes of the public, and they were alike viewed with 
suspicion as desiring office, or intent upon influencing the 
Governor in regard to appointments. Governor Wolf estab- 
lished himself in the front room over the hall of the House 
of Representatives at the south-west corner of the capitol, 
where during business-hours he was always to be found 
intently employed in the duties of his official trust. This 
action of the Governor gave great satisfaction. It was said: 
‘¢ When the citizen is in the capitol, he is in his own house, 
and when he approaches the Governor’s room, he is not inter- 
rupted by servants in waiting, nor has he the apprehension 
of intruding upon the Governor’s privacy. By this act he 
has relieved his fellow-citizens from all disagreeable incidents 
and embarrassments calculated to keep the citizen at a dis- 
tance from the Chief Executive officer.” 

Laying aside all exclusiveness and aristocratic associations, 
he met every man on terms of equality, and gave his personal 
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attention even to the details of business. This latter trait was 
made the subject of animadversion in the press of a neigh- 
boring State, which a contemporary thus courteously but eftec- 
tively answered: “ The Philadelphia Gazette lately adverted to 
the business habits of Governor Wolf, and spoke in com- 
mendation of his regular daily attendance, in his office, at 
particular hours, his cordial reception of those who visited 
him there, and the dispatch of the immediate business of his 
office without the agency of a clerk. Upon this the New 
York Standard bestows a sneer, saying: ‘ We trust the honest 
mechanic will lay up his wages prudently; we approve of 
the saving of clerk-hire as proper economy. Dr. Scudder, 
who can make eyes and ears as good as nature can, of the 
kind, intends to try his hand upon an executive machine, 
that shall copy papers, and sign bills, and receive wages 
twelve hours a day without stopping for dinner.’... We 
have been taught to look upon the diligence of a public 
officer in discharging the duties committed to him, as far as 
practicable, in person, as a trait distinguishing the republican 
from the aristocrat. Washington was a signal example of 
personal attention to public business. So was Jefferson. And 
the latter carried the matter so far as to transcribe with his 
own hand all his messages to Congress, as well those trans- 
mitted to the two Ilouses, as those with which he favored the 
presses that supported him. As Pennsylvanians and Repub- 
licans we feel no way ashamed to see Governor Wolf follow- 
ing such illustrious examples. He is the Governor of a State, 
composed of a plain, painstaking people, and could pay them 
no greater compliment, nor do anything more to his own 
eredit, than by sedulously attending to the discharge of his 
public duties. The New Yorkers do not appear fully to ap- 
preciate the value of a maxim stamped upon the old Con- 
tinental paper money — ‘Jind your business !’”’ 

In 1832, South Carolina, by a convention of its people, 
passed the notorious ordinance, nullifying certain Acts of 
Congress imposing duties on imports. This called forth the 
celebrated Proclamation of President Jackson, a document 
unsurpassed in argumentation and warm appeal, in which 
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he expresses his determination to maintain the Union by all 
the power of the United States. The subject of the tariff 
had been warmly debated in Congress, and in the legislatures 
of the several States. In the latter bodies memorials were 
adopted expressive of their views upon this question, which 
were interchanged. These were received by the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania and spread upon its journals. Those from 
the Northern States generally defended the system, and those 
from the Southern complained of its injurious effects. Gov- 
ernor Wolf, and the party in power in Pennsylvania, warmly 
approved the views of the President. 

The adherence of the Governor to the President and his 
party was not a blind one. Devotion to a popular leader 
could not so far blunt his sensibilities as to cause him to dis- 
regard the claims of duty and of sound policy. The arbi- 
trary action of the President in crushing out the United 
States Bank did not meet his approval, and he signed the 
resolutions of the Assembly, instructing the Senators, and 
urging the Representatives in Congress, to labor for the re- 
newal of its charter. At the succeeding session, though some 
of the friends of the bank had opposed his re-election, on the 
ground that he did not champion the cause of the opponents 
to the re-election of Jackson, he reiterated his views, and 
urged the rechartering of the bank. 

The Governor was a candidate for a third term; but a 
division having arisen in the party by which he had been 
supported, and a third candidate in the person of Henry A. 
Muhlenberg being presented, the vote was divided, and 
Wolf was defeated. In the following year he was appointed 
by General Jackson to one of the most responsible positions 
in the government, that of First Comptroller of the Treasury 
of the United States. For two years he discharged the duties 
of this office most acceptably, and at the end of that period 
he was appointed by President Van Buren Collector of the 
Port of Philadelphia. On the 11th of March, 1840, he died 
very suddenly, while yet in the vigor of manhood, greatly 
lamented, in the sixty-third year of his age. 
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JOSEPH RITNER, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1790. 
December 15, 1835, to January 15, 1839. 


F to Governor Wolf belongs the honor of having inaugu- 
rated the School System, to Governor Ritner should be 
accorded the credit of preserving it at a crisis when in immi- 
nent danger of being overthrown. Graced with less school 
education than any other Governor who ever occupied the 
chair of state, he yet manifested a zeal in its defence unsur- 
passed by any, and when the fair fabric won by his predeces- 
sor with great labor and tribulation was rent and torn by ig- 
norance and malice, and it was likely to be given up to utter 
destruction, Ritner bared his arm for the conflict, and came 
forth triumphant, winning laurels which shall never fade. 
Joseph Ritner, the eighth and last Governor under the 
Constitution of 1790, was born in Berks County, Pennsyl- 
vania, on the 25th of March, 1780. His father was John 
Ritner, who emigrated from Alsace, on the Rhine. During 
his early years Joseph was employed upon his father’s farm. 
The only school advantage which he ever enjoyed was during 
a period of six months in a primary school at the early age 
of six years. At the age of sixteen he removed to Cumber- 
land County, and was employed as a laborer upon the farm of 
Jacob Myers, near Newville. In the year 1800, he married 
Susan Alter, of Cumberland County. Their offspring were 
six sons and three daughters. Soon after their marriage 
they removed to Westmoreland County, and finally became 
settled upon a farm belonging to the wife’s uncle, David 
Alter, in Washington County. What was unusual for farmers 
of that day, the uncle possessed a good library. The books 
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were principally German works of a substantial character. 
Gifted with strong native sense, and a wonderfully retentive 
memory, this library proved to him a mine of wealth. Here, 
during his leisure hours, he delved, and what was wanting of 
privilege in school instruction, he, by diligence, himself sup- 
plied, affording a perpetual example to the young, of the 
fruits of industry and perseverance. 

In 1820 Mr. Ritner was elected)a member of the House of 
Representatives, from Washington County, and served in 
that capacity for a period of six years. In 1824 he was 
elected speaker of that body, and was re-elected in the fol- 
lowing year. In 1829 he received the nomination for Goy- 
ernor in opposition to George Wolf. It was a period of 
much excitement respecting secret societies, and great anti- 
pathy was exhibited towards them, especially the Masonic 
fraternity. So strong was this feeling that a political party 
was built upon it, known as the Anti-Masonic, and by this 
party Ritner was supported. He received a handsome vote, 
but was defeated. In 1832 he was again put in nomination, 
and though again defeated, made a great gain over his former 
vote. He was for a third time nominated in 1835, and was 
elected. 

At the session of the Legislature of 1834, the law for the 
establishment of a common-school system was passed. It 
met little opposition in either branch of the Legislature, being 
enacted with a unanimity rarely equalled upon any important 
question. So much had been said upon the subject, and so 
thoroughly had the necessities of the State been presented, 
that a readiness for its adoption seemed to be felt. But, un- 
fortunately, though the field was white for the harvest, the 
law which with great labor and care had been prepared, 
proved signally unsuited to the wants of the State. If the 
thing were possible, it may be said to have been too perfect. 
It was so elaborately drawn, and the minutest particulars 
were so carefully provided for, that little discretion was 
allowed in adapting its operation to the wants of the diver- 
sified populations it was designed to affect. It was like the 
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machinery of certain inventors, where all the motive power 
is expended in overcoming the friction of the parts. The 
consequence was that a sudden revulsion of feeling was ex- 
perienced, and at the session of 1835 the sentiment was 
almost universal against it. .A proposition was brought for- 
ward in the Senate for its abolition, and for substituting the 
system of 1809—educating the poor gratis, —which was 
carried with little opposition. It came up in the House, and 
but for the eloquent appeals of Thaddeus Stevens, would 
have been carried with a like unanimity there. The tide 
which was setting seemed likely to engulf all. ‘‘ Why,” said 
Stevens, ‘shall Pennsylvania now repudiate a system which 
is calculated to elevate her to that rank in the intellectual, 
which, by the blessings of Providence, she holds in the natu- 
ral world? ‘To be the keystone of the arch, the ‘ very first 
among her equals.’ I am aware, sir, how difficult it is for 
the great mass of the people, who have never seen this sys- 
tem in operation, to understand its advantages. But is it not 
wise to let it go into full operation and learn its results from 
experience? Then if it proves worthless or burdensome, how 
easy to repeal it... . But we are told that this law is un- 
popular; that the people desire its repeal. Has it not always 
been so with every reform in the condition of man? Old 
habits and old prejudices are hard to be removed from the 
mind. HKvery new improvement which has been gradually 
leading man from the savage, through the civilized, up to the 
highly cultivated state, has required the most strenuous, and 
often perilous, exertions of the wise and the good. But, sir, 
much of its unpopularity is chargeable upon the vile arts of 
unprincipled demagogues. Instead of attempting to remove 
the honest misapprchensions of the people, they cater to their 
prejudices, and take advantage of them to gain low, dirty, tem- 
porary local triumphs. I do not charge this on any particular 
party. Unfortunately, almost the only spot on which all par- 
ties meet in union is this ground of common infamy. I 
have seen the present Chief Magistrate of this Common- 
wealth [Wolf] violently assailed as the projector and father 
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of this law. Iam not the eulogist of that gentleman; he has 
been guilty of many deep political sins; but he deserves the 
undying gratitude of the people for the steady, untiring zeal 
which he has manifested in favor of common schools. I will 
not say that his exertions in that cause have covered all, but 
they have atoned for many of his errors. I trust that the peo- 
ple of this State will never be called on to choose between a 
supporter and an opposer of free schools. But, if it should 
come to that; if that should be made the turning-point on 
which we are to cast our suffrages; if the opponent of edu- 
cation were my most intimate personal and political friend, 
and the free-school candidate my most obnoxious enemy, I 
should deem it my duty as a patriot, at this moment of our 
intellectual crisis, to forget all other considerations, and I 
should place myself unhesitatingly and cordially in the ranks 
of him whose banner streams in light.” 

Mr. Stevens was wrought up to a great pitch of excitement 
while delivering this speech. He took a position in the 
broad middle aisle leading up to the Speaker’s desk, where 
he had full freedom for action, and his appearance is de- 
scribed by one who was then a member of that body, as lit 
up by an enthusiasm almost more than mortal. He was the 
bitter political opponent of Governor Wolf, to whom he al- 
ludes in the passage quoted; and when, after passing en- 
comiums upon the Governor’s advocacy of the common- 
school system, that startling and majestic declaration was 
made, “I should place myself unhesitatingly in the ranks of 
HIM WHOSE BANNER STREAMS IN LIGuT,” it was received with 
the wildest expressions of delight. The magical sentence 
was caught up and passed current upon every lip, and when- 
ever this era of the school system is the subject of conversa- 
tion among those who were present on that occasion, the 
words “‘ wlose banner streams in light” are exultingly re- 
called. 

The vote was taken, and it was found that the friends of 
common schools were largely in the ascendant. It is recorded 
by John W. Forney, in an elaborate article published in the 
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Washington Chronicle, upon the life and character of the Great 
Commoner, on the occasion of his death, that “ Immediately 
after Mr. Stevens concluded this great effort, he received a 
message from George Wolf, then Democratic Governor of 
Pennsylvania, and a leading member of the Masonic frater- 
nity. Governor Wolf was the firm friend of popular educa- 
tion. Of a different and more methodical character, he did 
not and could not bring to the movement the attributes with 
which God had clothed Thaddeus Stevens; but he was earnest 
and sincere. When Mr. Stevens, in response to his invitation, 
entered the Executive Chamber, he threw his arms about his 
neck, and, with tearful eyes and broken voice, thanked him for 
the great service he had rendered to our common humanity.” 
Fortunately for the cause of education, the law was pre- 
served intact. But an unwieldy system, which in its opera- 
tions was constantly provoking hostility, even among the 
friends of common schools, was still in force. At the follow- 
ing session, that of 1836, the whole subject would come up 
for action. In the meantime Governor Ritner had succeeded 
to the gubernatorial chair, and had sclected for Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, Thomas H. Burrowes, a firm friend of 
education, and who, as its special advocate in after years, did 
signal service to the State. With his countenance and aid, 
_ George Smith, M. D., who, as chairman of the joint committee 
of education in the two Houses, had been intrusted with the 
subject, drew an entirely new bill, embodying the principles 
of the old law, but divesting it of objectionable features. In 
this new form it was presented at the session of 1836, and 
was carried triumphantly through. It went immediately into 
effect and forms the basis of the excellent system at present 
in operation — reaching out to every nook and corner of the 
Commonwealth; taking by the hand the child of wretched- 
ness and poverty equally with the most favored and pampered 
of fortune’s easy-going offspring, and leading them to the pure 
fountains of knowledge; and noisclessly and unheralded 
scattering open-handed the richest of earthly blessings. 
During the heated political canvass which preceded his 
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election, an editor who allowed his zeal to get the better of 
his discretion, knowing that he had a class of readers who 
would be delighted with the sentiment, published a statement 
that Mr. Ritner was opposed to the whole catalogue of laws 
for common schools, thinking thereby to gain votes for him. 
The moment it came to the ears of Ritner, he started at once 
to find the reckless editor, and after a wearisome journey 
came upon him amid the agents of his art, soundly berated 
him for his duplicity, and would not leave him until he had 
penned an article denying the false statement he had made, 
and had promised to insert it in the next issue of his paper. 
It was not in the nature of Joseph Ritner to allow victory 
to be purchased at the sacrifice of truth, even by the swerving 
of a hair’s breadth. 

Down to the close of his life he manifested a lively interest 
in the success of the common- school system, attending 
Teachers’ Institutes in the County where he lived, and acting 
as presiding officer when upon the verge of eighty. In 1861, 
the Normal School at Edinboro’, Erie County, was recognized 
and adopted by the State. Dr. Burrowes, who was then Su- 
perintendent, appointed his old friend and associate of a pre- 
ceding generation, as one of the inspectors. Though then at 
the age of eighty-three he accepted the appointment, and 
made that long journey of more than five hundred miles by 
rail and stage, with the alacrity and pleasure of a boy of six- 
teen. And when he appeared upon the platform of the great 
hall of the Institute, in the presence of a concourse of up- 
turned faces, it could but excite tears of gratitude, that his 
life had been almost miraculously lengthened out to see the 
day when a great institution devoted to the preparation of com- 
mon-school teachers, a crowning feature of that system, 
should be inaugurated upon a spot which was an unbroken 
wilderness when the law was originally passed in his admin- 
istration. The following report of his remarks on that occa- 
sion is given in the Pennsylvania School Journal of that 
date: “ Having referred briefly to his own course in relation 
to the cause of education, while Governor of the Common- 
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wealth, he spoke somewhat at length as to his friend, the 
present Superintendent. The present generation could not 
appreciate what had been done; nor indeed, could the com- 
plete result be revealed in one or two generations. Ie him- 
self had scen the inauguration of the system of free common 
schools, and had witnessed some of its fruits; but he could 
not hope to live to behold the rich harvests which he had 
faith to believe were yet to be reaped from it. Ie com- 
mended the location of the buildings, — and of the grounds 
so beautifully adapted, both for ornamental and useful culti- 
vation. He could well credit Mr. Taylor’s statement, that this 
was a few years ago a wilderness, for we could still see the 
stumps on every side. A very few years would see this the 
most attractive spot in Western Pennsylvania.” 

Governor Ritner always regarded his connection with the 
school system with singular satisfaction, and viewed the 
consummation of its adoption as the crowning glory of his 
administration. Even the progress which was made during 
the three years in which he occupied the chair of state was a 
subject of congratulation, which he thus presents in his last 
Annual Message to the Legislature: ‘ The condition of the 
means provided by the State for general education is so 
flourishing, that little is required to be done by the present 
Legislature. Within three years the permanent State appro- 
priation to this object has been increased from $75,000 an- 
nually to $400,000. Nor will this large outlay have been 
without its fruits. Instead of seven hundred and sixty-two 
common schools in operation at the end of the year 1835, 
and about seventeen academies (the latter in a state of alrnost 
doubtful existence), with no female seminaries fostered by 
the State, she has now five thousand common schools, thirty- 
eight academies, and seven female seminaries in active and 
permanent operation, disseminating the principles of litera- 
ture, science, and yirtue over the land. In addition to these, 
there are many schools, academies, and female seminaries of 
a private character, equally useful and deserving in their 
proper sphere.” 
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Secretary Burrowes, ex-officio Superintendent of Common 
Schools, in his report to the Legislature at the same time 
that this message was delivered, pays the following just 
tributes: “ The undersigned cannot close this report without 
bearing testimony to one fact alike honorable to the State 
and advantageous to the system. In his whole experience 
the blighting touch of party politics has never been detected 
upon it. All seem to forget their every-day differences, and 
to meet unitedly on this, as on a Sabbath ground of devotion 
to the public good. In no station of life has this right feeling 
veen more obvious than among those in power. When the 
ezitating divisions of the day shall have sunk into com- 
parative insignificance, and names be only repeated in con- 
nection with some great act of public benefaction, those of 
Grorce Wo.r and JosrpH Rirner will be classed by Penn- 
sylvania among the noblest on her long list; the one for his 
early und manly advocacy, and the other for his well-timed 
and determined support of the Free Scyoot.”’ 

In the expression of his opinions in his messages upon 
national affairs, Governor Ritner was bold and outspoken, 
however unpalatable they might be to those whom he meant 
to reach. Upon the subject of slavery in any part of the 
National domain he uttered his condemnation in such clear 
and ringing tones that it arrested the attention of the philan- 
thrupist and the lover of freedom wherever it wasread. Tis 
message of 1836 called forth from the Quaker poet Whittier 
the following spirit-stirring lyric: 


Thank God for the token ! — one lip is still free, — 
One spirit untrammelled, — unbending one knee! 
Like the oak of the mountain, deep-rooted and firm, 
Erect, when the multitude bends to the storm ; 
When traitors to Freedom, and Honor, and God, 
Are bowed at an Idol polluted with blood ; 
When the recreant North has forgotten her trust 
And the lip of her honor is low in the dust, — 
Thank God, that one arm from the shackle has broken ! 
Thank God, that one man as a freeman has spoken! 
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O’er thy crags, Alleghany, a blast has been blown ! 
Down thy tide, Susquehanna, the murmur has gone! 
To the land of the South, —of the charter and chain, — 
Of Liberty sweetened with slavery’s pain; 
Where the cant of Democracy dwells on the lips 
Of the forgers of fetters, and wielders of whips! 
Where “ chivalric” honor means really no more 
Than scourging of women and robbing the poor! 
Where the Moloch of Slavery sitteth on high, 
And the words which he utters, are — WorsHIP, OR DIE! 


Right onward, oh, speed it! Wherever the blood 

Of the wronged and the guiltless is crying to God; 
Wherever a slave in his fetters is pining; 

Wherever the lash of the driver is twining ; 
Wherever from kindred, torn rudely apart, 

Comes the sorrowful wail of the broken of heart; 
Wherever the shackles of tyranny bind, 

In silence and darkness the God-given mind ; 

There, God speed it onward ! —its truth will be felt, — 
The bonds shall be loosened, — the iron shall melt! 


And oh, will the land where the free soul of PENN 
Still lingers and breathes over mountain and glen, — 
Will the land where a BENEZzET’s spirit went forth 
To the peeled, and the meted and outcast of Earth,— 
Where the words of the Charter of Liberty first 
From the soul of the sage and the patriot burst,— 
Where first for the wronged and the weak of their kind 
The Christian and statesman their efforts combined,— 
Will that land of the free and the good wear a chain? 
Will the call to the rescue of Freedom be vain ? 


No, Ritner!— her “Friends” at thy warning shall stand 
Erect for the truth, like their ancestral band; 

Forgetting the feuds and the strife of past time, 

Counting coldness injustice, and silence a crime; 

Turning back from the cayvils of creeds, to unite 

Once again for the poor in defence of the right ; 

Breasting calmly, but firmly, the full tide of wrong, 
Overwhelmed but not borne on its surges along ; 
Unappalled by the danger, the shame, and the pain, 

And counting each trial for truth as their gain! 


And that bold-hearted yeomanry, honest and true, 
Who, haters of fraud, give to labor its due ; 
24 
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Whose fathers of old, sang in concert with thine, 

On the banks of Swatara, the songs of the Rhine,— 
The German-born pilgrims, who first dared to brave 
The scorn of the proud in the cause of the slave: — 
Will the sons of such men yield the lords of the South 
One brow for the brand, — for the padlock one mouth ? 
They cater to tyrants? — They rivet the chain, 

Which their fathers smote off} on the negro again? 


No, never !—one voice, like the sound in the cloud, 

When the roar of the storm waxes loud and more loud, 
Wherever the foot of the freeman hath pressed 

From the Delaware’s marge, to the Lake of the West, 

On the South-going breezes shall deepen and grow, 

Till the land it sweeps over shall tremble below! 

The voice of a PEOPLE, — uprisen, — awake, — 
Pennsylvania’s watchword, with Freedom at stake, 
Thrilling up from each valley, flung down from each height, 
“Our Country AND Liserty!— Gop For THE Rigut!”’ 


Governor Ritner received the nomination in 1838, for 
re-election by the Anti-Masonic party; but was defeated by 
only about five thousand votes. The canvass was unusually 
spirited, and the election was contested with a resolution 
rarely witnessed. The Masons as an organization were of 
course pitted against Ritner, for he was leading a party bent 
on their humiliation. He was opposed by the Democrats, for 
they had been kept for a period of three years from power, 
and they were eager again to possess it. There was also an 
opposition to him from outside the State which made itself 
felt. Whether it originated from his outspoken opposition to 
slavery which the poem of Whittier had heralded to the 
world, it is not necessary now to inquire. Certain it was that 
the fight against him was well organized, conducted with a 
strong hand, and was successful. 

The official returns made to the Secretary’s office, gave the 
State to Porter. It was charged by the friends of Ritner 
that there was fraudulent voting and fraudulent returns. 
Thomas H. Burrowes, the Secretary of State, who was also 
Chairman of the State Executive Committee of the Anti- 
Masonic party, issued an address in behalf of the Committee 
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to the friends of the defeated candidate, in whicn he said: 
“The opponent of our candidate for the office of Governor 
appears to be elected by at least five thousand majority. 
This is an event to which, if it had been fairly produced, we, 
as good citizens, would quietly, if not cheerfully submit. 
But there is such a strong probability of malpractice and 
fraud in the whole transaction, that it is our duty peacefully 
to resist it and fully to expose it.””. After making a full state- 
ment of the reasons which led to the belief that fraud had 
been largely practised, he concludes: “Can there be any 
safety under republican institutions if such high-handed op- 
pression be tolerated? No! We owe it to ourselves as free- 
men and good citizens to examine into this matter, and if 
fraud be detected to expose and resist it. We owe it to our 
country and to posterity. . . . ow is the time to make the 
examination, while the facts are fresh and the outrage recent. 
Let it be done then peacefully, determinedly and thoroughly. 
But let it be commenced with an honest resolution to submit 
to the result, whether it be favorable or unfavorable to our 
wishes. This is the duty of all who contend for equal rights 
and the supremacy of the laws. But, fellow-citizens, until 
this investigation be fully made and fairly determined, let us 
treat the election of the 9th inst. as if we had not been de- 
feated, and in that attitude abide the result.” 

This exceedingly well written address seemed in the main 
to be very fair and just; but the startling declaration con- 
tained in the concluding sentence created intense excitement 
in the ranks of the opposing party, and to “treat the election 
as if we had not been defeated” became their rallying ery. 
It was a direct proclamation that the returns were not to be 
accepted until an investigation should prove them valid. The 
address was ill-advised and ill-timed. For the executive 
committee of a party had no legal authority to make an in- 
vestigation ; and if an investigation was to have been made, 
no declaration of the fact should have been uttered until the 
_ constituted authorities were ready to proceed with it. The 
returns bore on their face the evidence of regularity, and 
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those returns should have been accepted as veracious until 
proven false at a competent tribunal. It was perceived that 
on the political complexion of the Legislature would hang the 
question of investigation, and to secure the control of the two 
Houses was a primary object with both parties. 

A majority of the Senate had been elected as anti-Masonic, 
but the control of the Hlouse depended upon the votes of cer- 
tain members from Philadelphia, whose seats were contested. 
It appears that when the return-judges from Philadelphia 
County met, it was proposed to throw out the votes of the 
Northern Liberties entirely on account of alleged frauds. If 
these were counted the anti-Masonic delegation to Congress, 
and to both branches of the Legislature, would be elected. 
If they were rejected, the Democratic delegation would be 
elected. The majority of the return-judges were Democrats 
and the votes of that precinct were thrown out. Whereupon 
the anti-Masonic members of the Board withdrew, and both 
parties made out returns, each for a different delegation, and 
sent them to the Secretary of the Commonwealth. Techni- 
cally, the returns of the Democrats were correct, and should 
have been received in the first instance without question. 

When the Legislature met in December, the Senate 
promptly organized by the choice of anti-Masonic officers. 
But in the House a fierce struggle ensucd, both delegations 
from Philadelphia claiming seats. The consequence was, that 
each party went into an election for speaker, each appointing 
tellers. Two speakers were elected and took their seats upon 
the platform; Thomas 8. Cunningham being the choice of the 
anti-Masons, and William Hopkins of the Democrats. Techni- 
eally, the Democrats supposed they were in the right, leaving 
out of view the rightfulness or wrongfulness of rejecting 
the votes of the Northern Liberties. But when the returns 
from the Seeretary’s office were opened, it was found that the 
certificate of the minority of the election Board from Phila- 
delphia had been sent in, thus giving the advantage of 
technical right to the anti-Masonic party. It was a question 
now, which of these two Houses would be recognized by the 
Senate and the Governor. 
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At. this stage of the contest a new element came into the 
arena. A daring lobby, collected from Philadelphia and 
neighboring cities, appeared in the capitol, and when the 
Senate, after duly organizing, attempted to proceed to busi- 
ness, interrupted the course of legislation and threatened the 
lives of its members. Proceedings in the other branch of 
the Legislature were in like manner disturbed, and finally, 
both houses being compelled to disperse by this lawless de- 
monstration, the crowd took possession of the chambers, the 
leaders indulging in noisy harangues. From the capitol, the 
lobby proceeded to the Court-House, where impassioned 
speeches were made and a ‘‘ Committee of Safety”? was ap- 
pointed. So determined a front did this body present that 
for several days the Senate was prevented from meeting, and 
when one of the parties of the House attempted to assemble, 
the person who had been deputed to act as speaker was vio- 
lently ejected from the hall. All business was at an end, and 
the Executive and State Departments were closed. 

Seeing no other alternative, and as was his plain duty to do, 
Governor Ritner promptly ordered out the militia; and lest this 
should be insufficient, — for the lobby was constantly receiv- 
ing accessions of strength, —he called on the United States 
authorities for help. The militia under Major-Generals Pat- 
terson and Alexander came promptly in response; but the 
United States authorities refused to send troops, though the 
storekeeper at the Frankford arsenal in Philadelphia turned 
over an ample supply of fixed ammunition for all arms, and 
an especially liberal supply of ball and BucksHot cartridges, 
though, as it subsequently appeared, the ammunition was de- 
livered without orders from the War Department. Secing 
troops arrive at the call of the Governor, the lobby made 
preparations to resist them, and were by their leaders drilled 
in military evolutions. By the efforts of the militia authori- 
ties, order was, however, restored, and the two Houses of the 
Legislature were again permitted to meet. A majority of the 
Senate finally voted to recognize the section of the House 
presided over by Mr. Hopkins, which virtually ended the con- 
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test, the other branch of the House returning to their places, 
and the Governor elect being inaugurated at the proper time 
without opposition. 

For several days during this contest the waite of a colli- 
sion was imminent, and it seemed impossible to avert blood- 
shed. Great best was felt in the result of the struggle 
throughout the entire Union, and especially by the national 
administration. It was even viewed with serious apprehen- 
sions in Kurope. Lewis Cass, who was at the time Minister 
to France, relates a conversation which he had with Louis 
Philippe, in which that monarch, mindful of similar compli- 
cations in Paris, expressed the belief that Pennsylvania would 
become the scene of a protracted and bloody partisan or revo- 
lutionary conflict. Fortunately, wiser counsels prevailed, and 
what seemed on the point of being left to the arbitrament of 
the sword, was finally settled by an appeal to reason. 

At the expiration of his term of office Governor Ritner 
returned to private life, taking up his residence near Mount 
Rock, in the County of Cumberland. Possessed of a strong 
constitution and a powerful frame, he rarely complained of 
sickness, his system seeming to be proof against the ordinary 
inroads of disease. In 1840, however, he was attacked by 
cataract in both eyes, from the effect of which he was for 
some time entirely blind. By an operation performed upon 
the right eye, sight was completely restored so that he was 
able to read with ease the finest print. So painful was the 
operation that no consideration could induce him to submit 
to one upon the left, and that remained sightless to the day 
of his death. 

He continued to take a lively interest in politics, and rarely 
failed to deposit his vote in the ballot-box in every important 
election. In 1848, he was nominated by President Taylor, 
Director of the Mint at Philadelphia, in which capacity he 
served for a short time; but before his nomination was acted 
on by the Senate, President Taylor died, and he retired, to 
make room for the favorites of President Fillmore. He was 
a delegate from Pennsylvania to the National Convention 
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which nominated John C. Fremont for President, and to 
the close of his life continued an active and ardent Repub- 
lican. 

Governor Ritner was endowed with a mind of great native 
strength. The faculty of memory was almost miraculous, for 
he seemed never to forget a name, an event, a date, or a fact. 
The impressions of his early and active life were retained 
with remarkable clearness, and he could recall occurrences in 
his official life, and repeat debates with surprising accuracy. 
He was remarkably temperate in all his habits, never using 
in any form tobacco or spirituous liquors. He was a man of 
strong convictions, and his opinions when once formed were 
rarely changed. His conscientiousness naturally inclined 
him to caution, and every subject requiring his decision re- 
ceived mature deliberation. He fortunately lived long 
enough to see many of the cardinal principles which he had 
advocated become the fundamental law of the land, and time, 
which “ at last sets all things even,” vindicated the soundness 
of his judgment. He died on the 16th day of October, 1869, 
in the ninetieth year of his age. His life was prolonged be- 
yond that of any other Governor of Pennsylvania, though 
associated in this office with men wonderfully long-lived. 
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GOVERNORS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1838. 
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DAVID RITTENHOUSE PORTER, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1838. 
January 15, 1839, to January 21, 1845. 


AVID RITTENHOUSE PORTER was born near Nor- 
ristown, Montgomery County, Pa., on the 31st of October, 
1788. Ilis grandfather, Robert Porter, emigrated, early in 
the last century, from the north of Ireland. The farm where 
he lived is situated about nine miles north-west of London- 
derry, near the sea-coast. The land, together with several ad- 
joining farms, is yet owned, after the lapse of more than a 
century and a half, by those of his own name and blood. One 
of their number, the Rev. J. L. Porter, D. D., LL. D., Pro- 
fessor of Sacred Literature in the College at Belfast, has at- 
tained a high position as a preacher, an author, and a man of 
letters, especially in the Department of Oriental Literature. 
Andrew Porter, the father of David R., was born at the 
homestead in Montgomery County, in 1748, and attained dis- 
tinction as a Revolutionary soldier. In boyhood he mani- 
fested much fondness for mathematics, and early attracted 
the notice of that profound scholar Dr. David Rittenhouse, 
under whose advice he opened an English and mathematical 
school in Philadelphia. The Institution had attained a wide- 
spread reputation for excellence when the Revolutionary 
War broke out, and its principal, obedient to the calls of pa- 
triotism, laid aside the robes of the master for the garb of the 
soldier. He was at first commissioned a Captain of Marines, - 
but at his own request was soon afterwards transferred to the 
artillery. He subsequently became Colonel of the Fourth 
Regiment.of Artillery, and was engaged in the battles of 


Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, and Germantown. At Ger- 
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mantown nearly his entire command was cut down at his 
side. He received on the field the thanks of Washington for 
his soldierly conduct at Princeton; and when Lafayette was 
wounded at Brandywine, Captain Porter was near him. 
At the special request of Washington, though reluctant to be 
withdrawn from active service, he was sent to Philadelphia to 
prepare the material for the siege of Yorktown. At the con- 
clusion of the war he was offered the chair of Mathematics in 
the University of Pennsylvania, but declined it, humorously 
remarking to the committee who called on him, that, having 
so long commanded men, he could not go back to flogging 
boys. From 1784 to 1787, he was engaged by appointment 
of the Supreme Executive Council of the State, in conjunc- 
tion with Dr. Rittenhouse, Dr. Ewing, Mr. Madison, and 
others, in determining the lines between Pennsylvania and 
the States of Virginia, Ohio, and New York. Some of the 
most difficult parts of this useful work were performed by 
him. In 1809, he was appointed, by Governor Snyder, Sur- 
veyor-General, an office which he held up to the day of his 
death in 1813, having in the meantime declined two appoint- 
ments tendered him by President Madison, that of Brigadier 
General in the Army, and that of Secretary of War. 

Several of the sons of Andrew Porter attained to emi- 
nence. Robert served in the Revolutionary War, practised 
law in Philadelphia, and became President Judge of the 
Berks, Lehigh, and Northampton District. William and 
Andrew, twin-brothers, became reputable merchants, one in 
Baltimore, and the other in New Orleans. John E. was a 
brilliant advocate, but resigned the law for medicine, which 
he practised with much success in North Carolina. George 
B. was a graduate of the Law School at Litchfield, and 
became the rival of James Buchanan and Judge Moulton 
C. Rogers at the Lancaster Bar. Ile was appointed by 
General Jackson Governor of the Territory of Michigan. 
James M. settled at Easton, and became an eminent lawyer; 
wus a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1838, 
over which he presided during a part of its sittings, became 





























































































Best LO VOVIUTITAKOD SAC BAOURATOD ose “Ye 
eit ja awob io enw baneumes oxtaa eid ylnom rwotnsnt 
xot corgnidesW to ealeails of bloit ot so hoviooot oH obia 
cow ottoystad sodw bes ; sotoosind ta doubaoo yltoiblos eid | 
aid snon eaw voli0L aiaiqa) oaiwybasth ja bobavow = | 
od ot tratoslor damoud morgaiden W ‘to daonpot Iniooqa odt tA : — 
ot nidqlobalidd of jag eaw od ooirise ovitos ott awetbdtivg 
709 od LA. trvrodaioY To agote odt 10 feirotney ont oreqotq 
is] coftanrdiiall to sind oct bordfto enw on tay od} to moja a 
ylesoronmd Ji hoailooh sn & wiasvt yeas Yo qievvialT odt 
gaived jadd jurid ao Hol{ne daly oottionatos odd of gaiclisaret 






































aiiggoh of toad og don bineo ox .nacn, bobavarcon. 
taoodnioqge yd, bogegae ean ol VAT! ot. T me 








somtinoo ml otara alt 40 Heawol) oviiuoouel 


Bie, ovibald a1 ,.guivel 2G, ‘penodaoiil aC ‘itt 
bas sinevtyanoT, aowied eonil edt gatalimrotoh mt 
oil to pito8, ako word, ban old .siatgsi, 0 


yd bommotieg a19% aow Intoam ail! To eta 
8 robyne tomaevon yd <bolniogya caw od : 
eid “to ynb odt ot qu bled oul doidlw soifto wa 
__ daiogga owt bonilooh ontitqagsn edt st gaived 
_ soibergistl to ands corihalt jaobieorL yd : 
1 es vistowo9, to. dnt biae A 
<ieno of bonintin soto, wenbiad, ‘to eniod BI 
| hociionrq wa ymaokslovell oni mi 7 
edt to oghyk inobiaorL, eminood hitn 









boo nail iW: tointet sosqutndtso 4 
ni sno einadorom oldataqot omtmood <2 
a now A aol anaeliO wok ni toto of 
_ doidve ominiboce, xt wal, ods boagizot 4 
_ ggioo®) .ncilow ilo% ak exgyane doten iBT 
bas ,bisldaticl, ta food wed odd to ota 
wid nonoolt ogbil has | eo A M 
. eemgidol ll, Yo, -aait 
» gatpood 














ae ok) aes 


DAVID RITTENHOUSE PORTER. 381 


President Judge of the Dauphin, Lebanon, and Schuylkill 
District, was Secretary of War under President Tyler, and 
was subsequently elected President Judge of the Wayne, 
Pike, Monroe, and Carbon District. | 

The subject of this sketch, David R., received his early 
training at an academy in Norristown, where the branches of 
a good English education, mathematics, and the elementary 
classical studies were successfully taught. With his brothers 
George and James, he was here pursuing a course prepar- 
atory to entering Princeton College, when the buildings of 
that institution were destroyed by fire, and the purpose of a 
collegiate course was abandoned. When the father was 
appointed Surveyor-General, he took his son David with him 
to the seat of government as his assistant. He was accom- 
panied by a young man from the same neighborhood, 
who likewise became Governor of the State, Francis R. 
Shunk. While thus employed, the son also studied law, 
with the intention of entering upon its practice at Harris- 
burg; but the labor and confinement of these double dutics 
were too severe, and his health was so much impaired, as 
was thought, to preclude the possibility of his pursuing any 
sedentary employment. Ie decided, therefore, to seek more 
active occupation, and removed to the county of Huntingdon, 
where he engaged in the manufacture of iron. 

The Messrs. Dorsey then owned that magnificent estate 
known as the Barree Forges, which yet remains in possession 
of their descendants, and has continued for nearly three- 
quarters of a century to be the seat of a large and generous 
hospitality. Mr. Porter was first employed by them for a 
year as a clerk, and during the following year was made 
manager of their works. Javing thus acquired an acquaint- 
ance with the business, he embarked in it on his own ac- 
count, in partnership with Edward Patton, on Spruce Creek; 
but so great was the depression into which all branches of 
manufactures fell for some years succeeding the war of 1812, 
that their enterprise was not successful. He continued, how- 
ever, through life to take a deep interest in all that related to 
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the business, and, at the period of his death, it is doubtful 
whether any man in the State so thoroughly and practically 
understood the subject of ores, the location of their deposit, 
the mode of combining them, and the species of fuel best 
adapted to reducing them, as did he. 

He was, in 1819, elected a member of the Assembly from 
Huntingdon County, and was returned for the following 
year, having as a colleague John Scott, father of the present 
Senator of the United States. He here formed the acquaint- 
ance of some of the most eminent citizens of the Common- 
wealth, many of whom remained his warm personal friends 
through life. 

On retiring from the Legislature, he was appointed by the 
Governor Prothonotary and Clerk of the several courts of 
Huntingdon County, and to these were afterwards added the | 
offices of Recorder of Deeds and Register of Wills. There 
was then little business in these offices, and the pecuniary 
returns were meagre. He had in 1820 married Josephine, 
daughter of Wiliam McDermott, who had emigrated from 
Scotland for the purpose of manufacturing steel by a new 
process, and who was one of the pioneers in that art. Mrs. 
Porter for a few years acted as her husband’s clerk, record- 
ing deeds aml wills at home, while he transacted the busi- 
ness in public, and large volumes in her handwriting con- 
tinue to be shown to strangers and visitors to the town, 
written so clearly and beautifully, and with such perfect 
accuracy, as to excite admiration. 

During his residence in Huntingdon, Mr. Porter devoted 
much of his time to the public interests. He gave some atten- 
tion to agriculture, and distributed among the farming classes 
such information as the best writers furnished. He intro- 
duced among his neighbors, without profit to himself, the once 
famous Durham cattle. From New York, Virginia, and 
Michigan, he brought the best horses which those States pro- 
dueed. Ilis chief efforts, however, were directed to the pub- 
he improvements of the State. Having carefully studied the 
plans which Governor Clinton had proposed for New York, 
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his pen was often employed in calling the attention of the 
people to the importance of executing similar works in 
Pennsylvania, in order to develop and carry to market its 
vast resources and preserve its relative importance in the 
Union. 

In 1836 he was elected a member of the State Senate, from 
the district then composed of the counties of Huntingdon, 
Mifflin, Juniata, Perry, and Union. The soundness of his 
judgment and the readiness of his understanding made him 
an acknowledged leader. Few subjects were broached on 
which he did not either report or speak. Legislation upon 
the subject of the public works bore largely the impress of 
his views. Asa writer he was concise, forcible, and even ele- 
gant, and as a speaker, he was clear, pointed, and eminently 
practical. His speeches were usually very brief, and in de- 
fence of this habit he was accustomed to plead the practice 
of Jefferson and Franklin. His advice to young lawyers and 
debaters was especially to study brevity. In this respect, he 
differed widely from his brothers, Governor Porter of Michi- 
gan, and Judge Porter of Kaston, both of whom were more 
diffuse, and, it must be added, acquired higher reputations for 
forensic ability. 

In 1838, Mr. Porter was elected Governor of Pennsylvania, 
and in 1841 was re-elected by a majority almost four times as 
great as that given at his first election. His inauguration as 
Governor occurred on the 15th of January, 1839. The open- 
ing paragraphs of his inaugural address present in an admi- 
rable manner the views by which he proposed to be guided, 
and the changed relations that the Executive was made to hold 
by the new Constitution'then about to go into effect. “Deeply - 
impressed,” he says, “‘ with a sense of gratitude to my fellow- 
citizens, for the distinguished mark of confidence reposed in 
me, I enter upon the arduous and responsible duties of Goy- 
ernor of Pennsylvania, with a full determination, according 
to the abilities given me, to do my duty faithfully. 

* A compliance with custom would seem to require of me, 
when assuming the duties of the Executive, in pursuance of 


















































gag 


ent lo. olin odd gailiso om 
nul eoliow, snlicoia: ‘gutituoor9 
ett joven ob yrisa: bare go 3 abit 
adt cu oggutroga ovitulor att erie! ong be | 
' an ba ee ay oo) a 
mont ,gieaea ant exit 40 parity & poe a eave, otf. O8el ao 
eobgaitanit to avitanoo oilt Yo. boeoqatop odd, Jomeih ayo 
eid to eegnhavog od cola) bas ret eisieal, oti 
eesial abeat gitibasteoban eid Yo weonibgos ould wel a 9 cero | 
no bodonord qiow stooydaa, wold, .rohsol- hegh [i | 
sogu sotialargat Anoga 10 d4oqes nosldignton ‘biked preety 
to enosqunt oft ylogral oxod ealsow silduq od to dvsidue, oft 
-ofo nove ban wldirt ,osioaoo enw ot sotiawee eh Rely eid 
Utaantine ban botaiog tavlo ua od canngehs han ma 8 
oh ui han doi qiov Ulawas, @row eailosoga ill, favitonrg ia. 
ooitoaty edt baole of bocrojesvon eaw vel tidal aid to, eget : 
ban evoywal gigoy ot ssivba all. .ciblaarl, Daur sozshtol, ae ea a 
gil pooqeay elult al sobrand bute ot qlnivogeo naw ole io Mi 
idoilh to solo ton1syoO vadiond sid mod) (lohiw: howhib 
atont. syow «ody. ‘to aliod enotentl Jo xoio'L, eghaL baw 0 
not sec i iain saith c ie od temen dt fie Sas Te nS 
xtilide oieao" of : 
wins yeaa to canero® betel enw sates al. 888Lal ; 
pn eoctiy 10k taonly Yitoiens & ud betoolowt BOY, Bel ail {18 iu a a 
ue nottsurgnani ail .soltoole tend cid da novkg ial ant Co an 
ogo od, .2&8f, ,yinuaeh to dat odt so hevup00, sompyon i 
inthe ne ai Jaoeory seothhs Iaumyuant aid to, edqargateg: 
bebitg od:od bosoqorg od doidy yd ewoiv odd tages | 
hlod of obans env ¢ ovijuooxtl ot indi eaoitalos hoya 
eiggsd * *  jogtte oiai og ot twoda sald moieties 
“wold en of obadiierg to haoiae 6 diba ayaa 9, 
ai hagoqos sone fiaos, to asnmn bert 
200 to catia Lamang boa awoubya | 
aticanadely Lait Lo epg ‘ 




































ot 


384 GOVERNORS UNDER CONSTITUTION OF 1838. 


the choice of the people, to lay before them some of the lead- 
ing principles upon which the administration of the Govern- 
ment will be conducted. I do this the more willingly, be- 
cause, in a republic, the intercourse between the people and 
their public functionaries should be candid, frank, and unre- 
served. 

““Kducated with the highest veneration and greatest affec- 
tion for the men and principles of the American Revolution, 
it will always give me pleasure to refer to the one as exam- 
ples, and to the other as guides in the performance of duty. 
Admitting to its fullest extent the importance of preserving 
unsullied the inestimable and inalienable right of the people 
to govern themselves, I shall ever give my best efforts to pre- 
vent encroachments upon that right. So long as man con- 
tinues the being he is, error must be expected both in his 
individual and collective conduct. Ile may be expected to 
err upon sudden impulses; but an intelligent community will 
rarely fall deliberately into error. Hence the deliberate ex- 
pression of the people’s will should always furnish the rule 
of conduct to those who represent them in public stations. 

«‘ A new era has arrived in our Commonwealth. Our first 
Constitution, formed amidst the storms and troubles of the 
revolutionary conflict, was found in practice not to answer 
the expectations under which it was framed. In fourteen 
years thereafter it was entirely new modelled by the Consti- 
tution of 1790, an instrument framed by men of great talents 
and eminent worth; but the plan of government was always 
considered by no small portion of -he people as not sufh- 
ciently democratic in its details. After repeated attempts to 
procure revision, a majority of our citizens who voted on the 
question, in 1835, decided that a convention should be called, 
to revise, alter and amend the Constitution of the Common- 
wealth. In pursuance of this determination of the people, a 
convention assembled, and after a long and arduous session, 
closed their labors on the 22d of February last, and the 
amendments agreed upon by that body have been ratified and 
adopted by the people. It is under this amended Constitu- 
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tion that it has been my lot to be called upon to administer 
the duties of the Executive. This instrument gives to popu- 
lar suffrage the decision of many appointments heretofore 
vested in the Executive, and changes the duration of the 
judicial tenure from that of good behavior to a term of 
years. It shortens the period of eligibility to the Executive 
chair, and reduces the senatorial term; enlarges the right of 
suffrage, and changes other provisions, all of which are impor- 
tant in the conduct of the government of the State. Approv- 
ing as I did of the amendments in the aggregate, and having 
sanctioned them by my vote at the late election, it will afford 
me great pleasure to assist in carrying them out in practice 
by a strict adherence to their principles.” 

The subject of State interest, which at this period over- 
shadowed every other, was the prosecution of the public 
works. Vast sums had been expended, and strong anxiety 
was felt to have the main lines completed at the earliest prac- 
ticable moment. A considerable part of his first Annual 
Message to the Legislature was devoted to this subject. The 
concluding sentiments of that paper, considering the period at 
which they were written, are remarkable, and illustrate the 
comprehensiveness of his views. “I cannot,” he says, ‘close 
this brief reference to our system of public improvements 
without inviting the attention of the Legislature to two sub- 
jects, which, though not immediately connected with the 
leading object of this communication, are yet so essentially 
necessary to the full fruition of the benefits to be derived 
from our main lines of canals and railroads between the 
eastern and western sections of the Commonwealth, as to 
awaken the earnest solicitude of every true Pennsylvanian. 
I allude to the removal of the obstructions to steamboat 
navigation in the Alleghany, Ohio, and Mississippi rivers 
from Pittsburg to the Gulf of Mexico, and from Pittsburg 
up the Alleghany as far as the same may be found practicable 
by the survey authorized under direction of the general 
Government, and to the construction of a continuous railroad from 


the city of Pittsburg through or near the capitals of Ohio, Indiana, 
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and Illinois to some point on the Mississippi River at or near St. 
Louis.” 

The sentiment of the words in italics was made, at the time 
of its delivery, the subject of wide-spread comment and no 
little ridicule; but the writer of it lived long enough to be 
able to travel in a railroad-car, without change, from the sea- 
board to the banks of the Mississippi. 

The messages and other public documents of Governor 
Porter were generally written by an amanuensis. His habit 
was to pronounce the words aloud, slowly and deliberately, 
as he paced his apartment, and when thus taken down, they 
were ready for the press with scarcely a correction. 

One of his apprehensions in regard to the working of our 
State Constitution arose from the frequent encroachments 
made by the Legislative power on the other branches of the 
Government. The Judiciary has frequently experienced this 
in Acts of Assembly granting new trials, or giving a con- 
struction to written documents, or changing the effect of liens 
of record; and there are few better specimens of judicial 
writing than that in which it was rebuked in the case of De 
Chastellux vs. Fairchild.* Governor Porter resisted with a 
firm hand the encroachments made on his own prerogatives, 
and the reader will not go far for evidence of this in turning 
over the pages of any of the Legislative journals from 1839 
to 1845. As an example, the following reply to the Senate, 
which had made an inquiry into his motives for certain 
official conduct, may be adduced: 

“In reply to your resolution of the 6th instant, I have to 
inform the Senate, that, in compliance with the ‘ resolution 
to suspend the work on the Gettysburg Railroad,’ prompt 
measures were taken to ascertain ‘the whole amount of 
claims on the line, on estimates, or for retained percentage ; 
also for salaries of officers and agents, for labor, or for any 
other purpose;’ and that during the present week the 
reports of the officers charged with that duty have been 
received. 


* 3 Harris’s Reports, page 18. 
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‘These are all the material facts touching the subject of 
your inquiry, which it is within the power of the Executive 
to communicate to the Senate. They fully answer the call 
made on me by the resolution, unless in requiring me to 
state ‘ why the delay in procuring the money and paying the 
contractors has taken place,’ the Senate intended to require 
me to communicate the reasons or motives by which I have 
been governed in relation to this business. If such was the 
design of the Senate, 1 must decline to comply with its 
requisition. Being an independent and co-ordinate branch 
of the Government, I do not recognize its right to make such 
a demand, and also because the time and manner of adver- 
tising for, and procuring loans are duties belonging ex- 
clusively to the Executive, in which the two Houses of the 
Legislature have neither responsibility nor share. Claiming 
to understand and respect the rights of the Senate, I shall 
studiously avoid any infringement upon them; and claiming 
also to understand the rights and duties of the Executive, 
under the Constitution, I shall take especial care that they 
shall not be invaded, and will maintain them to the utmost of 
my abilities. Independence and harmony of action only can 


be preserved by strictly observing the rights of all depart- 


ments of the Government. This course I shall pursue, at all 
times, without deviation.”’ 

The courage, energy, and strong will thus displayed gave 
great vigor to his administration, and compelled respect even 
from his opponents. In his appointment of judges, then one 
of the most responsible duties of the Executive, he exhibited 
much discrimination, as the reader will discover, who reflects 
on the names of Burnside, Rogers, King, Bell, Lewis, Thomp- 
son, Black, Woodward, Campbell, Conyngham, Parsons, El- 
dred, Church, and others,— many of whom were little known 
to the public when they received commissions at his hands, 
and some of whom have since exerted strong influence in our 
national affairs. 

Governor Porter took much interest in the success of the 
system of Common Schools, then in its infancy, and having 
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appointed Francis R. Shunk superintendent, devoted with 
him much time in resolving the numerous and difficult ques- 
tions which then came up from the County officers for de- 
cision. 

His efforts to sustain the credit of the State and to secure 
the payment of interest on the public debt drew upon him 
national attention, and were frequently noticed in Europe, 
where many of the obligations of the State were held. By his 
recommendation the Act of 1840 was passed, requiring the 
interest on the State debt to be paid in specie or its equiva- 
lent. One of his last acts, as Governor, was the suppression 
of the riots which occurred in Philadelphia in 1844, and the 
courage and decision displayed on his taking command of 
the military in person were generally commended and long 
remembered by men of all parties. Both branches of the City 
Council, then opposed to his administration, honored him 
with an expression of their thanks, and a resolution unani- 
mously passed by those bodies was presented to him in person, 
accompanied with an address by the Mayor of the City. 

Having completed, in 1845, the longest term as Governor 
allowed by the new Constitution, he retired from public life, 
and returned to his favorite pursuit of making iron. The 
adaptation of anthracite coal to the manufacture of this metal 
was then almost unknown, and having given much reflection 
to the subject, and made many practical experiments, he 
erected at Harrisburg, at a large cost, the first anthracite fur- 
nace built in that portion of the State. The experiment was 
successful, and it was followed by numerous others in various 
sections, much to the profit of their owners and to the advan- 
tage of the public revenues. Ile took pleasure in conducting 
the affairs of this establishment, and in advancing the art, by 
explaining and illustrating to visitors the improvements which 
he had introduced. 

Few men ever had more ardent friends or returned their 
friendship with more cordial warmth than did Dayid R. 
Porter. It was a common remark that he had never turned 
his back on a friend or forgotten him in a difficulty. With 
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those whom he distrusted, he maintained no intercourse what- 
ever, and this sometimes obtained for him the character of a 
resentful man; but the truth was far otherwise, for no man 
ever possessed a more forgiving temper; and though his abhor- 
rence of insincerity frequently tinged his manner with reserve 
and coldness, thousands of men in all parts of the State had 
sounded the depths of his large and generous heart and knew 
well its warm attachments and generous sympathies. The 
greatest errors of his life were lending pecuniary credit to 
those who had been unfortunate, and in being influenced by 
the tear of sorrow to pardon some offender against the law, 
whom other men would have sternly punished. 

In the ordinary intercourse of life, his manner was calm 
and self-possessed, and his words were notably few; but his 
conversation was frequently pervaded by a quiet humor which 
made it attractive, especially to the young. His remarks 
were so pointed, his memory so clear, and his information so 
accurate and comprehensive, as to make his conversation es- 
pecially instructive on many topics least treated in books: 
such as the courses of streams and mountain chains, and the 
nature of mincral deposits; the progress of legislation, the 
changes of political parties, and the characteristics of the dif- 
ferent races by whom the country was settled. Respecting 
the history of the constitutions, both State and National, he 
was profoundly informed. There was scarcely a clause in any 
of those instruments which he had not thoroughly investigated 
with the eye both of a lawyer and a man of business. For 
this reason he was much consulted on important State legisla- 
tion even after his retirement to private life. 

Tie was for many years the friend of the late President 
Buchanan, and the correspondence which they maintained 
for a long period shows how frequently that statesman con- 
sulted him on questions of national interest, and how greatly 
he relied upon his judgment. : 

There was another public man with whom his intimacy was 
even closer, — Gen. Sam. Ifouston of Texas, whose career as 
a military commander, an executive officer, and effective ora- 








































ees) |) SNRON RAORMMITIA 
Jodw seinoovetai on Bonintithiar od Hotendtat oils roilw oaod) 
a to totontedo od mit 10Y Doniaido eotttttomoe eid? Dak eve 
cor of T6¥ ovivmedio wh enw stort off dud iaont (iiaseot 
odds aid dguort ban yroqatod gaivigiot oom a boresgaog 1999 
ovreeon (dive toatant eid boynl ydaoupott Yheoaient to oot 
bad int odt to eli Ma mi moar to ehisenod? esontbleo ban 
word buns ded evovsaey ban ogi! eid to adiqob ont bebavoa 
edT eoldieqarye evorsnog bum wasettontte mew ett How 
of tibors ysulauoo yaibaal orow otil vid Yo torte taotsorg 
yd feonauhal yaiod ni bun ieettiotas mood bid ody oaodt 
cwsl ott dactivaa tebasfto eatoa mobieq of wottoa Io aot onl 
ware bodeinng yleiate oval blvow nom soit onodr 
cilao aw yanteer vid ott Yo eeewootsiai Yienibio ort at 
aid aad :vrot vldatom o1ow abtow bid bas bosespaoqt 4 
doidveroomd joing 2 yd bobavieg yinoupett enw ac 
adisacor ell .yavoy oft of yilaiooqea s7itonitia: 
oa woltsardtal aid bag solo oa croton elit bataiog o8 
9) wolnetornoo eit oAnat ob an Srietbdbnpnioo bas ote 
-edood at hotnet? teso! aotyot yanat wo Sitios: 
ot his watrio mittavoor bas kettove to aoetiros . 
od? ,coitnleige! ‘to esorgowy oll zetizoqob Ietoaiot to outed — 
Aib oid Yo woitehotomndo oft hia woitieg Indhilog To ie 
gitiisoqeell belied enw yanos adi motw yd 
of fanoitel bas otei@ dtod zaottuxaads Sidi To 
cae wf oetral ayfootnos enw oro? hostel fhe 
Lolegiteovat Udgnorot son bad od dotdw ettourg 












‘OF Py 
ag 



































10% eadtttead to osnt a bine rqwal a to dod oy 
-sidigol oat@ tastiogint ao betloasioe vlowat eb 
on Ail oinving of toutoriton etd: 





jmohiestT ojal orf: | 

hortelatne yadt doidw gomabmoqaori0. od 

vlicorg worl bar daotolat lacoitwn io & gis 
‘ Ee AN as PUN TE het De TG , 


Pte) 


390 GOVERNORS UNDER CONSTITUTION OF 1838. 


tor, is yet fresh in the public recollection. It appears to have 
commenced on the election of General Houston to the Senate 
of the United States, and to have grown stronger as age ad- 
vanced, until death cut it short. On going to, or returning 
from Washington, the General frequently spent a few days 
with his friend at Harrisburg, and for a long period scarcely 
a week elapsed without a letter passing between them. When 
Gen. Houston was nominated as an independent candidate 
for Governor of Texas, Mr. Porter strongly urged him to 
accept the nomination, for the purpose of strengthening the 
hands of the Union men of the South, and, in opposition to 
the belief of most persons, predicted his election. The pre- 
diction was realized and the aged hero stood manfully by his 
patriotic principles as a friend of the Union until overpowered 
by a rebel legislature and driven from office. On his election 
as Governor, Gen. Houston invited Mr. Porter to visit him 
in Texas, that he might have the advantage of the practical 
knowledge and judgment of the latter respecting the most 
favorable route for a railroad through Texas to the Pacific 
coast, the Texas route being regarded by both as the best for 
the great national thoroughfare. The invitation was ac- 
cepted, and several months were spent determining the most 
feasible direction for locating it, and in organizing a company 
for its construction. These efforts, it is believed, would have 
been successful had they not been brought to a sudden ter- 
mination in the fall of 1860, by the secession of the Southern 
States. 

Mr. Porter returned to his home in Harrisburg, and con- 
tributed his influence to sustain the Government in the fierce 
conflict which had commenced. Ie scouted the doctrine of 
secession, and maintained, as he had long done, in its fullest 
extent, the maxim of Jackson, “The Union must and shall 
be preserved.” To encourage others, he shouldered his mus- 
ket at the age of more than seventy years, and with the young 
men of the town joined in military drill. Ie rejoiced greatly © 
over the success of the Union arms, and was much gratified 
that one of his sons, General Horace Porter, had borne an 
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honorable part in many battles. When, however, the course 
of the national administration failed to meet his approval, he 
was decided in expressing his condemnation, and in main- 
taining that the South must be brought back to a whole Con- 
stitution and not to a broken one — a distinction likely to be 
misunderstood, in a time of popular excitement, but to the dan- 
ger of being so misunderstood he was entirely indifferent. 
During the winter of 1867, while attending at night a 
meeting of his church, he contracted a severe cold. While 
others regarded the attack as hght, he believed that it 
would prove fatal, and began to prepare for the approaching 
change. During the succeeding summer he was able to walk 
out, but in the beginning of August his strength declined. 
With great composure and even cheerfulness, he arranged 
several matters of business and conversed calmly of his ap- 
proaching end. On being asked how he felt on the near pros- 
pect of death, he said: ‘‘ I have obtained perfect peace. I am 
not conscious of a doubt or a fear.” On the 6th of August, 
surrounded by several children and a devoted wife, his hands . 
having been folded on his breast, he thanked those about him 


_ for their kindness and dutifulness, and composed himself as if 


to fall asleep. As one and another passage of Scripture was 


repeated, he expressed his assent, until the pulse became still, 


and the aged heart ceased to beat. He had passed away as 
gently as a child falls to sleep in its mother’s arms. The pub- 
lic business was, at the request of the Governor of the Com- 
monwealth, generally suspended. Large numbers of citizens 
came from every section of the State to pay to his memory 
the last sad tribute of their respect. His remains were de- 
posited in the beautiful cemetery which lies within sight of 
the scenes of his most useful labors, where a simple monu- 
ment truthfully records that he was a man of large influence 
for many years in the affairs of his native State. 
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FRANCIS RAWN SHUNK.* 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 18388. 
January 21, 1845, to July 9, 1848. 


RANCIS RAWN SHUNK was of German descent. He 
was born at the Trappe, a village in Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania, August 7th, 1788. lis father, John, was the 
son of Francis Shunk, who emigrated from the Palatinate of 
the Rhine, in Germany, about the year 1715. His mother, 
Elizabeth Rawn, was the daughter of Casper and Barbara 
Rawn, the former of whom also emigrated from the Palati- 
nate. The memory of this couple is still held in the highest 
veneration by all who were acquainted with them. .They were 
examples of those excellent virtues, and that devoted picty, 
which elevate our nature, and invest with dignity the hum- 
blest conditions of life. 

The mother of Governor Shunk was a woman distin- 
guished for her kindness and affection, and for her devo- 
tion to the happiness of her children. THe often spoke of 
her in terms of the most devoted attachment, and cherished 
her memory with filial piety to the last hour of his lite. There 
can be no doubt but that her influence was greatly felt in the 
formation of his carly character, and its subsequent develop- 
ment. Ilis father was a man of strong and stern mind, yet 
naturally facetious and fond of indulging in this propensity. 

His parents were not able to furnish the means, or spare 
his time to secure, in the ordinary way, even the rudiments 
of an education. Much of his childhood and youth was 


* This account of the Life and Character of Governor Shunk has been abridged 
from a Discourse delivered upon the occasion of his death by his friend and 
neighbor, Rey. William R. De Witt, D. D. 
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devoted to manual labor. When not more than ten or 
twelve years of age, he was employed by the neighboring 
farmers to aid them in their agricultural pursuits. He has 
been heard to say, that, among the sweetest hours of his ex- 
istence were those, when returning from the toils of the week 
to the home of his childhood, he was permitted to repose his 
aching head on the lap of his mother, and listen to the sooth- 
ing accents of her voice, consoling him under his trials, and 
encouraging his hopes for the future. Notwithstanding his 
want of facilities for securing an education, his untiring in- 
dustry, combined with his earnest desire for selfimprovement, 
enabled him to make such advances in learning, that at the 
early age of fifteen he became a teacher, and soon after the 
instructor of the school at the village where he was born. 
From that time until 1812, he seems to have been employed 
as a teacher during the few months of the year the school was 
continued, and the rest of the time as a laborer in the pursuits 
of agriculture. The intervals of toil were devoted to the im- 
provement of his mind in every useful branch of study. In 
1812 he was selected by Andrew Porter, then Surveyor- 
General under the administration of Governor Snyder, to fill 
a clerkship in his department. While thus employed, he com- 
menced and prosecuted the study of the law with Thomas 
Elder, Esq., of Harrisburg. In 1814 he marched as a private, 
with many of his fellow-townsmen, to the defence of Balti- 
more. Soon after, he was chosen, first an assistant, and then 
the principal clerk of the House of Representatives, and for 
many years performed, with great fidelity, the arduous duties 
of that office. Ile was subsequently elected secretary of the 
Board of Canal Commissioners, and served in that capacity 
during a period when the condition of our public improve- 
ments called for the most constant and strenuous efforts on 
the part of the commissioners, and rendered the situation of 
their secretary anything buta sinecure. In 1838 he was chosen 
by Governor Porter Secretary of State. On retiring from that 
oflice, he removed to Pittsburg, and engaged in the practice 
of the law. In 1844 he was called from his retirement by the 
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voice of the people of the Commonwealth, to fill the highest 
office in their gift. He so conducted his administration, as 
their chief executive, that he received from them the highest 
expression of their confidence and regard, by being re-elected 
with an increased majority, and that too against an opposing 
candidate of the most estimable character, whose exalted 
virtues and worth were acknowledged by all. 

But he had scarcely entered upon the duties of his second 
term before he became the victim of a disease which in its 
early progress excited apprehensions in the minds of his 
friends that it might prove fatal. The Governor himself, 
though conscious that his disease was deep-seated, yet seemed 
to cherish, with confidence, the hope that the vigor of his con- 
stitution, and the skill of his physician, would eventually 
restore him to health. It was not until the morning of the 
9th of July, when a severe and copious hemorrhage from the 
lungs took place, that he gave up entirely the hope of life, 
and felt that his days were indeed numbered. Upon that 
day, being Sunday, he wrote the following letter of resigna- 
tion — the last public act of his life: 


To THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA: 


It having pleased Divine Providence to deprive me of the 
strength necessary to the further discharge of the duties of 
your Chief Magistrate, and to lay me on a bed of sickness, 
from which I am admonished by my physicians, and my own 
increasing debility, 1 may, in all human probability, never 
rise, | have resolved, upon mature reflection, under a convic- 
tion of duty, on this day, to restore to you the trust with 
which your suffrages have clothed me, in order that you may 
avail yourselves of the provision of the Constitution to choose 
a successor at the next general election. I, therefore, hereby 
resign the oflice of Governor of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, and direct this, my resignation, to be filed in the 
office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

In taking leave of you under circumstances so solemn, ac- 
cept my gratitude for the confidence you have reposed in me. 
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My prayer is, that peace, virtue, intelligence, and religion, 
may pervade all your borders — that the free institutions you 
have inherited from your ancestors may remain unimpaired 
till the latest posterity —that the same kind Providence, 
which has already so signally blessed you, may conduct you | 
to a still higher state of individual and social happiness —and 
when the world shall close upon you, as I feel it is soon about 
to close upon me, that you may enjoy the consolations of the 
Christian’s faith, and be gathered, without a wanderer lost, 
into the fold of the Great Shepherd above. 


Frs. R. Suunx. 
HARRISBURG, July 9, 1848. 


Governor Shunk was emphatically a self-made man. His 
early life was one of privation and toil beyond his years. 
Much of that time, now devoted to learning even by those 
whom penury visits with its.severest trials, was spent by him 
in labor, and when he sought to improve those intervals, 
usually spent in repose, in the cultivation of his mind, the 
facilities enjoyed for that culture were greatly inferior to 
those now possessed even in the most adverse circumstances 
of life. Books, especially those designed to aid the youthful 
student in his advancement in learning, were then compara- 
tively rare. Yet what he wanted in the means of improve- 
ment, he more than supplied by the diligent improvement of 
the means he enjoyed. What books he could obtain he read 
with deep interest, not lounging on a sofa, or around a mar- 
ble centre-table brightly illumined with an astral lamp; but 
often in the chimney-corner, by the light which a wood-fire 
or its embers reflected, and when his body, fatigued with the 
toils of the day, called for the repose of the night. What he 
read he pondered until it became a part of his own mental 
being. Could we have seen the youthful laborer in the field, 
striving to maintain his place side by side with vigorous 
manhood, we might have thought of him in the future, when 
his frame had become matured, as a profitable workman; but 
could we have seen him, when the toils of the day were 
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ended, and those with whom he had wrought retired to rest, 
poring over some old worn-out book but valuable for the 
thoughts it contained, it would not have required the ken of 
a prophet to have foretold that he would become more than 
a laborer. 

His love for the German language aihotinted to a passion, 
and it is said he read it with great beauty. Though not un- 
acquainted with the best English writers, he delighted most 
in German literature, especially in German poetry, and had a 
taste for its deep and abstract philosophy, for the study of 
which few minds were better adapted. He revelled in the 
abstractions of Kant and Fichte, of Schelling and Legel, 
those princes of German philosophy, as he did in the deep 
musings, the sombre imagery and recondite thoughts, of the 
most distinguished German poets. 

His professional attainments, especially in the more abstract 
principles of law, were large, and as a counsellor he had few 
superiors. But he shrunk from the personal collision its 
practice in the courts involved, and retired from the bar to 
engage in employments and studies more oe with his 
taste. 

Tis administration as the Chief f Magistrate of this Com- 
monwealth shows, that he was no novice in the great and 
fundamental pchucipiles of government. Tis state papers in- 
dicate that he had deeply studied the questions of policy in- 
volving the great interests of this Commonwealth and the 
country at large, that he had looked at their remote as well 
as immediate consequences, and contemplated their influence 
on the progress and advancement of the entire community, 
under the fostering care of our free institutions, as well as 
their adaptation to the mere accumulation of gain. The 
opinions which these papers contain commend themselves to 
our attention, not only for the candor with which they are 
expressed, but for the reasons by which they are sustained. 

Free institutions cannot exist without the intellectual and 
moral culture of the masses of the community. Of nothing 
was Governor Shunk more deeply convinced than of this. 
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Our common-school system had a deep hold on the affections 
of his heart. Ife knew it had many imperfections, particu- 
larly as it was carried into operation in some of the rural 
districts; he knew it was not accomplishing all that was de- 
sirable; but he believed it would yet work its way into the 
confidence of the people, and be itself the most efficient 
means of curing many of its defects. Ile rejoiced in the 
good it had effected, and with a generous enthusiasm exulted 
in the good it would effect. 

The welfare of human society depends on nothing more 
than preserving inviolate the institution of the family as God 
has formed it. But for years past, with a ruthless hand and 
a reckless spirit, it had been invaded by the Legislature. 
The sacred ties of matrimony had been broken for the slight- 
est reasons, and those natural and sacred bonds which God 
has himself formed between parents and children had been 
rudely violated. So regardless had the Legislature become 
of the sanctity of these bonds, that not only applications from 
our own citizens crowded upon them for their dissolution, 
but from other States where a wiser policy and a sterner 
morality prevailed, —the licentious, who desired to be free 
from the restraints their marriage vows imposed, hastened 
hither to take advantage of a laxer morality, in securing by 
legislative enactments the dissolution of the marriage 
contract. : 

At first, Governor Shunk seems to have yielded, without 
reflection, to the policy that had prevailed; but no sooner 
did he reflect upon it, than he was convinced of its enormous 
evil, and labored to resist it. Much was done by him to 
check that licentious disregard for the marriage relation 
which began to prevail to an alarming extent, and which 
threatened the most serious evils to the purity of domestic 
institutions —the most effectual guardian of public morals. 
Cases undoubtedly occur which call for the interference of 
law, as well as for the exercise of our warmest sympathy; 
but they are comparatively few. The conduct of Governor 
Shunk on this subject secured the warm approbation of the 
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virtuous of all parties. On no subject was he more loudly or 
universally applauded. 

He adopted the maxim as sound, that that government was 
best which governed least, and hence he was, in the main, in 
favor only of general laws for the protection of property, life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness, operating equally on all, 
and leaving all alike free, in the exercise of their natural 
energies, to advance their own interests. 

He said, “it was not by looking to special legislation for 
privileges which are denied to others, but by a just and 
manly self-reliance, that men secure their own progress and 
the well-being of the State.” The tendency of capital to 
accumulate in the hands of the few, the power which it 
always wields, the antagonism between it and labor, and the 
encroachments of the former on the just rights of the latter, 
even under the best administration of the most equitable 
laws, he regarded as one of the dangers of republics. The 
distinctions thus created engender unhappy jealousies; and 
even the appearance of oppression on the one side too often 
excites to lawless aggression on the other. This tendency he 
thought should by no means be increased by legislation. 
Hence he resisted all grants of special privileges for the prose- 
cution of private gain, as creating artificial distinctions, as 
repugnant to the spirit and genius of republican institutions, 
and calculated to destroy, ultimately, that equality of condi- 
tion essential to the preservation of equal rights. 

In securing this equality, he regarded, as most important, 
the operation of intestate laws, and laws prohibiting the 
entailment of estates; and consequently regarded all contriv- 
ances, in the shape of corporations with special privileges, by 
which wealth is aggregated and perpetuated under the con- 
trol of a few individuals, as artificial aristocracies of the worst 
kind, and directly opposed to the natural simplicity of our 
democratic institutions. He dreaded their demoralizing ten- 
dencies in our elections, from the power which they might 
acquire over the property, and consequently over the inde- 
pendence of the electors. 
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Wealth he regarded as of minor consequence in promoting 
either the happiness of individuals, or the welfare of the 
community. <A lofty independence of character, a free mind, 
a good conscience, generous and kind affections, combined | 
with the sanctifying power, the holy aspirations, and the ani- 
mating hopes, of a pure Christianity, he considered the essen- 
tial elements of human happiness. He believed that man, 
never, since the sad apostasy, was placed in a better civil and 
social condition, to secure this happiness, than in our own 
beautiful country, and under our own free institutions. 

When we review his life, when we reflect on the defects of 
his early education, on the serious difficulties to which he was 
subjected in the culture of his mind, when we look at his on- 
ward progress through life —)his steady advancement from 
the poor laboring boy to the Chief Executive of this great 
Commonwealth, and the ability with which he performed the 
duties of that exalted station, we cannot but cherish the high- 
est respect for his mental acquisitions. J1is example presents 
in the strongest light the genius of free institutions, in open- 
ing the road to the highest eminence to the poorest and 
humblest of our youth, and should excite all to a virtuous 
emulation to excel in the culture of their minds; for, although 
all cannot reach the Executive chair, all may become re- 
spected, useful, and eminent in the several spheres of life. 

But we should do signal injustice to the character of Gov- 
ernor Shunk, and omit one of the most important elements 
of his success in life, if we did not refer to his moral as well 
as intellectual culture. He was a sincere, honest, upright 
man, pure in his private morals, and no less so in his public 
character. The political principles and policy, avowed in his 
State papers, were sincerely entertained. They were not set 
forth, as some, who knew him not and did not agree with 
him, may erroneously suppose, to please the popular taste. 
He never courted popular favor at the expense of sincerity 
and truth. He did not believe that the end justified the 
means. The want of political integrity, in his view, involved 
the want of private worth. The man who was dishonest in 
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one situation, he believed would be dishonest in another; 
that sincerity, truth and honesty, faithfully maintained in all 
the relations of life, in little matters as well as those more 
important, were essential attributes of character for one who 
would secure and maintain, for any length of time, the public 
confidence. Trick, fraud, artifice and chicanery, though they 
may secure an ephemeral success, he believed were sure to 
meet, ultimately, their due reward, in public as in private life 
Dishonesty at heart cannot long be concealed, even from a 
naturally confiding people. Occasions will occur when a 
righteous Providence will leave the man to himself, to fall 
under the power of some temptation, that will unfold his real 
character, and subject him to the desecration of an indignant 
public. 

The proverbial honesty of Governor Shunk was one prin- 
cipal cause of his popularity, both in public and private life. 
There were multitudes who did not properly estimate his 
intellectual worth, who did not adopt many of his political 
views, or did not belong to his political party, who yet be- 
lieved him to be an honest, upright man, in whom they could 
confide, and on that account gave him their support. 

There are many politicians who suppose, that, as a worthless 
man’s vote is worth as much at the polls as that of a good 
man; while it is important to conciliate the friendship of the _ 
latter by pretensions to morality, it is equally important to 
associate with the former, and cater to his propensities; to 
treat the intemperate at one time, and praise temperance at 
another; to laugh with the Infidel, and pray with the Chris- 
tian. Such a game cannot be long successfully played. The 
good and the wise will soon understand the man, and with- 
hold from him their confidence, while the wicked and licen- 
tious have too great a regard for their own interests to trust 
them in the hands of one who has proved himself insincere 
and dishonest. The example of Governor Shunk strikingly 
shows the value of honesty and uprightness, as elements of 
permanent political success. 

With sterling, unbending integrity, he united child-like 
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simplicity of character, and unmeasured kindness of heart. 
We have never known a man of whom it can with so much 
truth be said, that affection and kindness were the very ele- 
ments of his being, nor one who manifested such unfeigned 
pleasure in the happiness of others. He seemed to revel in 
their enjoyments. The gamboling ofa lamb, the smile of an 
infant, the joyous shout of childhood, lit up his countenance, 
and seemed to make his very heart beat stronger with joyful 
emotions. The constant boundings of his affections rendered 
his life a very happy one. Despondency and gloom seldom 
fell upon his brow. There was a lightsomeness, a joyousness, 
that made his very step elastic in the days of his health, and 
transfused into his conduct almost a boyish cheerfulness, 
which some, unacquainted with his character, looked upon as 
a weakness, and others considered as violating the proprieties 
of his elevated situation. But he could not helpit. Ifakind 
look, a cheerful remark, and a cordial shake of the hand, 
would give any pleasure to the poorest man he met, it was 
not in his heart to withhold them. If sportiveness would 
make the children around him happy, he could not refuse it, 
though it should be at the expense of the gravity of the Gov- 
ernor of the Commonwealth. There was a frankness, a full 
and open-heartedness, that secured confidence; and never 
was the confidence thus secured betrayed. 

Under that lightsomeness, that joyousness which imparted 
to his general manner through life a youthful cheerfulness, 
there was a stratum of deep seriousness, and religious feeling, 
of the extent of which many of his most intimate friends 
were not fully aware. Governor Shunk was a firm believer 
in the great doctrines of Christianity. He was a Lutheran 
by education, and remained through life strongly attached 
to the doctrines, the polity, and the discipline of the Lutheran 
Church. He read Luther’s Bible, in the German, daily — 
and from expressions dropped from his lips on his death-bed, 
we may infer that he was not a stranger to the duty of habit- 
ual secret prayer. 


To the pastor of the Lutheran church he remarked, but a 
26 
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short time before the last moment, in answer to his question, 
whether he continued to feel the supports of religion: “TI 
have great pain of body, but great peace of mind.” To Mrs. 
Shunk he said he had a message for each of the family; but 
in attempting to speak it, the words broke on his heart. 
Thus full of affection and full of hope, he fell asleep, 


“ Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
Around him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.” 


He was born, as we have said, at the Trappe. There he 
had spent his youthful days of toil. There he had enjoyed 
the warm gushing sympathies of a mother’s heart. In that 
ancient house of God he had sat, and listened with solemn 
attention to the holy man, as he spoke of life, and death, 
and immortality, until his “‘ heart was made soft,” and feel- 
ings of strange and sacred delight stole over his mind. 
Around that ancient graveyard, 


“Where heaves the turf in many a mouldering heap,” 


he had often wandered in the stillness of the evening hour, 
and given himself up to solitary musing, until the unbidden 
tears dropped from his cheek. 

These fond recollections of his youth he had cherished 
through life; and when the hand of death lay cold upon him, 
these recollections awoke with freshness in his mind, and 
there with kindred dust he desired that his might repose. 
Thither were borne his earthly remains, there to rest in hope, 
until the morning of the resurrection. 
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WILLIAM FREAME JOHNSTON, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CoNsueErn oF 18388. 
July 9, 1848, to January 20, 1852. 


ILLIAM FREAME JOHNSTON, the third Governor 
under the Constitution of 1838, was born at Greens- 
burg, Westmoreland County, on the 29th of November, 1808. 
His paternal ancestors were originally from Annandale, Scot- 
land, where they at one time possessed the estates of Brack- 
enside; but the head of the house, Alexander Johnston, being 
killed at the battle of Fontanoy, on the 80th of April, 1745, 
where he was serving as a captain of Welsh Fusiliers in the 
British service, the estate fell into dispute, and finally through 
political strife was lost, and the family settled in Ireland. 
There, in the County of Fermaugh, in July, 1772, the father. 
of the Governor, Alexander Johnston, was born, and from 
thence emigrated to America in 1796. He at first served as 
a surveyor in the western part of the State, and finally settled 
in Westmoreland County. He was sheriff of the county in 
1808, receiving his commission from Governor McKean, and 
afterwards served as Magistrate, Treasurer, and Register and | 
Recorder under Governor Wolf. He was, during the greater 
part of his active life, largely engaged in mercantile pursuits, 
which the business of iron manufacture, then just commenced, 
rendered active. 

The mother of the Governor, Elizabeth Freame, was born 
in Franklin County, in November, 1781. Her father, Wil- 
liam Freame, a private in the British Army in 1760, came to 
this country with General Wolf, and at the peace of 1763 be- 
tween Great Britain and France, accepted, with many of his 


comrades, the proposition of the English Government, to 
403 
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remain in the Colonies. He settled first in Lancaster County, 
and afterwards removed to Franklin County, where he mar- 
ried Elizabeth Johnston, who had emigrated to this country 
from Ireland with her father in 1782. This branch of the 
Johnston family settled in Kentucky and North Carolina. 

The issue of the marriage of Alexander Johnston with 
Elizabeth Freame was eight sons and two daughters. The 
two eldest sons were educated at West Point, and served in 
the regular army. The youngest, Richard, was a volunteer 
in the Mexican War. Before its close he was appointed a 
Lieutenant in the regular army, and was killed at the head 
of his company, while storming the enemy’s works at the 
battle of Chepultepec. Jon. Edward Johnston resides in 
Towa. The remaining sons are residents of this State. Colonel 
John W. Johnston served through the Mexican War, and in 
the late war was Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel of the Four- 
teenth Regiment of the three months’ service, and Colonel of 
the Ninety-third Regiment of the three years’ service. The 
physical stature of the sons was remarkable, varying in height 
from six feet to six feet six inches, and in weight from two 
hundred to two hundred and fifty pounds. The father lived 
far beyond the period allotted to man, dying on the 15th of 
duly, 1872, in the one hundredth year of hisage. At the 
period of his death he was the oldest Freemason in the 
United States, having been initiated seventy-seven years 
before in Ireland. | 

The subject of this sketch was in early boyhood taught, by 
a kind and good mother, that the cardinal duties were to obey 
God’s commands, to honor parents, and to love native coun- 
try. His common-school and academic education was lim- 
ited; but he had from youth an ardent taste for reading, and 
being blessed with vigorous powers of mind and body, he 
was enabled, by great diligence, to acquire a vast fund of 
information, which served him instead of elaborate training. 
He studied law under Major J. B. Alexander, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar in May, 1829, in his twenty-first year. 
Shortly afterwards he removed to Armstrong County, where 
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he engaged in the practice of law, soon rising to a position 
of commanding influence. Ife was appointed by Attorney- 
General Samuel Douglass, and subsequently by Attorney-Gen- 
eral Lewis, District Attorney for Armstrong County, which 
office he held until the expiration of Governor Wolf’s first 
term. For several years he represented the county in the 
lower House of the Legislature, and in 1847 was elected a 
member of the Senate from the district composed of the 
counties of Armstrong, Indiana, Cambria, and Clearfield. 

As a legislator Mr. Johnston was bold and original, not 
beholden to precedents, and was an acknowledged leader. 
During the period in which he was in the Legislature a great 
financial crisis occurred. So great was the distress that Mr. 
Van Buren, then President, was obliged to call an extra ses- 
sion of Congress, to devise means for the relief of the country. 
The Legislature of Pennsylvania, by the advice of Governor 
Porter, authorized the sale of all the bank and bridge stocks 
belonging to the Commonwealth, and revived the State tax. 
But every device failed to meet the emergency, and the inter- 
est on the State debts, then over forty millions, rested unpaid. 
The credit of the State was in a deplorable condition. Eng- 
lish bondholders were loud in their denunciation of the bad 
faith of the Government, Sidney Smith, in particular, writing 
in the most bitter strain. At this crisis Mr. Johnston came 
forward with a proposition to issue relief notes, for the pay- 
ment or funding of which the State pledged its faith. This 
he advocated with his usual energy and logical acuteness, and 
though a majority of the Legislature was politically opposed 
to him, it was adopted, and gave instant relief. It was de- 
signed as a temporary expedient, and as such was remarkably 
successful. -As the originator of this measure, and its special 
advocate, he acquired a reputation for financial skill and 
ability throughout the commonwealth, its fortunate result 
serving only the more widely to circulate his fame. 

In 1847, Mr. Johnston was elected President of the Senate. 
By a provision of the Constitution, if any vacancy occur by 
death, or otherwise, in the office of Governor, the Speaker 


























4 
i 
bit 
ih} 
al 
* 
te 
| 


4 
i 
1] 





a SS 


























gon ON SeRMROL atk WIAA 


poate opbind baa aned ot Ie to olna oat box 


golstrw eluate at ini youbie Brrr 








+e ae 
noiidoiy @ OF yalalt mood wal to soitoniq, okt ai hogagas 0 | 


vortonA yd boiniogqu: enw ol 1 .somoubai ed 
~O-yorront A yd qUisoupordoa bass senlguod, losses ppareles | 





 doidwe ylawoD gadtem1A, rol youron.A, dointaiL, eiwell Inve 


seu eiloW ronv9768 ‘to, motiesiqze, odd litaw, bled»ed eoffto — 
od? af yintoo offi, hotmovorqon on axnoy Linovog 10%. ated 
a hatoole enw VASE oi. baw oumaleigot odt lo aeol aswol 
oft to heeogrtoo doideih ods moth otameQ, odd) Jo sediment 
DleitsolD baa abidare) panibal, cgmontenrr A, Io esitaiso9 
jou dunigito ew blod ea nodanitol, alt, pine: wah. 
sobnol beybolwoosdoe ofan bas etagbseosg, ot sohloded 
troy o onstalebgaT od? ai paw of doistw, ati boheg ot gait. 
AM tad eeowteib oft vow inorg, 08 Dox990. eiaind 
oe ortxe se Tino of bogildo exw, jagbizesd aodlt nal aaV 
-aviusioo at Yo Yoifor out tot eagoar veivob ot ravaya@eQ ne ne 
nomvoR) to sotvba Silt Yd wiaevigensol Yo buds iE | 













rot otat@ add bovives bas wifeornag remo add iat gaignoled 
wrotit? oft bas Yourgiome oily Joan 02 holist ooival Pid ate 
Dingo bodeot enoilliar Viet, 1940 agit paul ola alt motes 
sail coittinoo sldatolqeb a al eave 91814 oft todibero eodT | 
had odt Yo woftaioaumob tied) at bool stove stoblodbaod. dail aig 
ume) oul to dtiet — 
aren sodmmtob 1M ainive elit aA. stig solid seoon odt int 
-yacy oot Yt zoton toilet onesi ot woileoqong o ative biawiot 
aid'T .dtint ati boghelg ois old soiiy to paibadt sey Ph 
bas mondition laotgol bas ygrene lowes aid dive boteoovbs od 
howogee Ulaaiiiog enw otutaleigal ost Yo inojea 6 dyuods 
ob saw 3 oiler inaietst ovag faves dbotgobs, saw iii aid ot 
yidstvenor exw ilove on baa Assibeqzo yrmvoqenod oe cee 
{akooqs wi bas ,otnenoat elslt to ‘sojecigito odd ak. difeesonme Ns 
bun iba brereyen bee soit 6 ba ngucen odd 988905 | 




















406 GOVERNORS UNDER CONS#ITUTION OF 1838. 


of the Senate becomes the acting executive officer. Governor 
Shunk had been re-elected in the fall of 1847, and had been 
re-inaugurated in January following; but in July of that year 
he had a violent attack of a pulmonary disease, from which 
he had for some time suffered. .A copious hemorrhage of 
the lungs, by which he was reduced to the very brink of the 
grave, convinced him that he could not long survive, and on 
the 9th of that month he resigned. Accordingly, Speaker 
Johnston became Governor. But the Constitution provides, 
that if the vacancy occurs three months before the general 
“Fall election, the acting governor shall order a new election ; 
and the statute provides, that ‘“‘the writ shall issue at least 
three calendar months before the election.” If the vacancy 
should occur within three months of the election, so that a 
notice of three full months could not be given, then the new 
election must be postponed for a year. Governor Shunk re- 
signed on the last day possible, to allow of a new choice at 
the ensuing Fall election, and that day was Sunday. The fol- 
lowing day, Monday, would be too late to give a notice of the 
three full calendar months required by the statute. It was a 
case where the Constitution, and the statute providing for its 
practical operation, were in conflict. By a strict construction 
there was no authority for i¢suing a precept for a new election 
until the following year. But by this decision the acting 
governor might render himself liable to a charge of being 
actuated by selfish motives, inasmuch as he would thereby 
lengthen his lease of power an entire year. The Senate was 
not in session when the resignation occurred, and Mr. John- 
ston was at his home in a distant part of the State. It was 
not until the 26th that he reached the seat of government 
and assumed authority. ffhis delay made the problem all 
the more difficult of solution. 

Not wishing to hold the office one moment longer than the 
popular will seemed to dictate, he determined to avoid every 
occasion of a charge of selfishness and ordered the immediate 
election. In his first message to the General Assembly, he 
clearly states the motives which actuated him: “ After a full 
and careful examination of the whole matter,” he says, “I 
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believed it my duty to issue the writs, requiring notice to be 
given that an election would be duly held on the 2d Tuesday 
of October, then next ensuing, for the election of a Chief 
Magistrate of this Commonwealth. It appeared to me that 
in all cases of doubt there was no safer resting-place than 
submission to the decision of the people, and that in the con- 
struction of the laws relating to the point in question, if any 
doubt arose, the better course in a republican government 
was to refer to the citizen voter the right of selecting, at the 
earliest period, his presiding officer, rather than assume a 
position which would continue oflicial station in myself, be- 
yond the earliest legal opportunity to surrender it into his_ 
hands. The organic law required the election, and the legis- 
lative enactment should be so construed as not to contravene 
«the constitutional provision. Had the terms of the Constitu- 
. tion and laws clearly given a different position to the question, 
however unpleasant the task of performing the duties of the 
office without the indorsement of the people’s will, they 
would have been faithfully executed.” | 
The election thus ordered resulted in the choice of Mr. 
Johnston for the full term of three years. One of the first 
subjects which occupied his attention, on assuming the execu- 
tive trust, was that of the material interests of the Common- 
wealth. He saw on every hand the elements of great pros- 
perity. The iron and the coal were bursting forth on every 
hill-side, and in every valley was a soil of untold fertility. It 
only needed the fostering care of government to fill the State 
with a busy population, and create marts where the hum of 
industry should be ceaselessly heard. In his opinion that 
fostering care could best be secured by a protective tariff. 
The legislation of Congress of 1846, upon this subject, was 
framed for revenue, and discriminated against, rather than 
for protection. This policy he argues against in his first 
message with great zeal and ability. ‘The price of labor,” 
he says, “is regulated by its demand, and the value of the 
article it produces. ..... Hence, whatever increases profit- 
able labor, is substantially beneficial to the working classes, 
and affords them the means of comfort, the delights of ra- 
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tional enjoyment, and the opportunity of exalting their condi- 
tion, and performing with safety to the country the duties 
of citizens. The manufacturer, if he be sustained in his en- 
terprise, produces this result by opening to the laborer a new 
~source of employment. It is frequently urged that the 
system of protection to domestic industry is of more interest 
to the manufacturer than to the laborer, as it enables him to 
dispose of his fabrics for a higher price, and to realize a better 
profit on his capital; but is not the capital of the laborer also 
involved in the fabric, and does he not receive a reward in 
proportion to the value of the article? Let it be remembered 
also, that his daily bread, the wants of his family, the educa- 
tion of his children, all depend upon the success of the estab- 
lishment at which he is employed, and the objection can have 
Tle Weieht, ss. The manufacturer carries to market in 
the fabrics he proposes to sell, the produce of the farmer, 
who is thereby relieved of the hazard and expense of convey- 
ance. In another form he is still more largely benefited. 
One of the clements of well regulated society is unity of in- 
terest. Whatever may be said to the contrary, no national 
antipathies exist between capital and labor. They are depen- 
dent on, are supported by, and receive vitality from each 
other. The manufacturer who invests under the fostering 
care of government his capital in profitable industry opens a 
new source of wealth to the farmer, the artisan, and the la- 
borer. An industrious population whose reward affords com- 
fort and competence, gathers around him; other classes are 
uttracted, and the store-house, the workshop, the school and 
the church are erected; villages spring up; the din of active 
industry and the sound of enjoyment mingle together; roads 
are opened, bridges are built, lands rise in value, and the 
farmer finds a market at his door, not only for his ordinary 
surplus produce, but also for numberless articles which were 
deemed unworthy of transportation. From that overflowing 
fountain, by an hundred rivulets, wealth is poured into his 
iaerewe. e.. . When, on the other hand, the manufac- 
turer, unprotected by the government, is compelled to dis- 
continue his business, not only the laborer, the artisan, and 
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the agriculturist, but the State also, is seriously injured, in 
the general depression of business, the diminished wealth of 
the country, and the reduced value of capital.” 

To strengthen his position, Governor Johnston quoted in 
this connection, from the messageg of Presidents Washing- 
ton, Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe, and Governors Snyder, 
Findlay, Wolf, and Porter, in which at successive periods 
they had urged the same policy. The passage from Jeffer- 
son’s message is striking: ‘The suspension,” he says, “ of 
our foreign commerce, produced by the injustice of the bel- 
ligerent powers, and the consequent losses and sacrifices of 
our citizens, are subjects of just concern. The situation into 
which we have thus been forced, has impelled us to apply a 
portion of our industry and capital to internal manufactures 
and improvements. The extent of this conversion is daily 
increasing, and little doubt remains, that the establishments 
formed and forming, will—under the auspices of cheaper 
materials and subsistence, the freedom of labor from taxation 
with us, and of protecting duties and prohibitions — become per- 
manent.” 

Until the administration of Governor Johnston, the records 
of the colonial and the State government had remained in 
single manuscript copy, and in a very confused condition, 
almost impossible of access. In addition to being in a per- 
ishable state, they were constantly exposed to destruction 
by fire upon the slightest accident. They covered a period 
of State and National history the most important and pre- 
cious to the citizen. The Governor, ever jealous of the honor 
and renown of the Commonwealth, became solicitous for the 
safety of these documents. In his message of 1851, he says: 
“« My attention has been called to the large body of original 
papers in the State Department, connected with the colonial 
and Revolutionary History of the State, and their extremely 
exposed and perishing condition. These records are worth 
preservation, as containing authentic information of the action 
of our fathers in the struggle for national existence. In the 
Capitol of Pennsylvania, and with the sympathies of her 
patriotic people, was independence matured and declared. 
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Her soldiers were most numerous around the standard of the 
nation, and there were more battle-fields on her soil than in 
the same area elsewhere. Every memorial of those days of 
devotion and trial should be faithfully preserved. There ex- 
ists a single copy in manyscript of the minutes of the revolu- 
tionary Executive Council, a document by far too valuable to 
remain longer within the reach of accident or mutilation. It 
would be gratifying to a large body of our constituents if the 
Assembly would authorize the employment of a competent 
gentleman to select and arrange for publication these memo- 
rials of an interesting epoch in the history of the Common- 
wealth.” In compliance with this recommendation, an act 
was passed authorizing the appointment of a suitable agent 
to select and superintend their publication. Mr. Samuel 
Hazard, a gentleman of taste and ability well suited to the 
execution of the trust, was delegated, and under his supervi- 
sion twenty-eight volumes of Colonial Records, and Pennsylva- 
nia Archives, containing a vast amount of original papers of 
incalculable value and interest, were published. 

The period during which the Fugitive Slave Law was under ° 
discussion, both before and after its enactment, was one of 
vital interest to every citizen of the Commonwealth. The 
excitement ran high while Governor Johnston was in the Ex- 
ecutive chair. In his first message he enunciated the princi- 
ples by which he should be governed, and which he believed 
ought to prevail. ‘ While the compromises,” he says, ‘‘ of 
the Constitution should be maintained in good faith towards 
our Southern brethren, it is our duty to see that they are pre- 
served with equal fidelity to ourselves. No encroachments, 
however sanctioned by use, should be acknowledged as prece- 
dents for further wrongs against the interests, prosperity, and 
happiness of the non-slave-holding States of the Union. If 
slavery be, in itself, an infraction of human rights —if it be 
directly opposed to the enlightened spirit of our free institu- 
tions —if it destroy the equality of power in the general Gov- 
ernment, by enlarging, where it exists, the constitutional 
representation —if it possess a direct or indirect influence 
against Northern and Western policy and interests, by pro- 
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moting a system of laws destructive to domestic indastry, and 
vitally affecting free labor —if it retard the natural growth of 
population and improvement, by the appropriation of large 
tracts of land for the benefit of the few to the injury of the 
many —if it be in open defiance of the spirit of the age, the 
march of rational truth, and the enlightened policy of man- 
kind —it is time to arrest its further progress. These, it is 
believed, are the settled convictions of our citizens, and their 
determination to maintain them is unalterable.” 

The passage of the Fugitive Slave Law, and the excitement 
incident to the return of fugitives under it, soon after became 
a subject of heated discussion. Governor Johnston held 
upon this subject that the Constitution provided that fugi- 
tives should be given up; that there could not be concurrent 
jurisdiction, as, in that case, thirty-one sovereignties might 
prescribe as many different rules of action, each meant to 
make effective National Iegislation; that, upon the question 
which should decide whether a person claimed ought right- 
fully to be given up, the State, or the National government, © 
the decision of the Supreme Court had settled that it should 
rest with the latter; and that, consequently, whenever power 
over a subject-matter is vested by the Constitution in Con- 
gress, and the power has been exercised, the authority of the 
States has been judicially declared, merged, and abolished. 
Of the injustice and impropriety of the Fugitive Slave Law 
he had no doubt; but Congress having a clear right to make 
it, he believed that it should be obeyed until it could be 
modified, or entirely wiped from the statute book. The 
system authorizing commissioners to hold courts for deter- 
mining the right of rendition in particular cases, he believed 
open to the gravest objections. Upon this question, he says: 
“‘ All history shows that special tribunals, clothed with dis- 
cretionary powers over person and property, are lable to 
abuse, and have been instruments of oppression. If in these 
the early days of the Republic, when no reason of urgent 
State necessity can be invoked, powers of a high judicial 
Nature over the liberty and property of an individual, are to 
be vested by appointment of an inferior tribunal, in an irre- 
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sponsible person, the security of the life, reputation, and 
liberty of the citizen in after-times, when new political or 
social emergencies may arise, will depend on a most pre- 
carious tenure.” He held that the representatives of Penn- 
sylvania in Congress should labor to secure a modification of 
the law in this particular. 

Governor Johnston deserves much credit for the successful 
manner in which he managed the financial affairs of the 
Commonwealth during his administration. Upon his acces- 
sion the debt was over forty millions, having been increased 
eighteen millions during the preceding nine years. The 
interest on this vast sum was regularly paid. 

His political course during his first term had been so 
satisfactory to the party by whom he was supported, that he 
received the nomination for re-election, but was defeated by 
a small majority. Upon retiring from office, he entered upon 
an active business life, and was engaged at different periods 
in the manufacture of iron, boring for salt, the production of 
oil from bituminous shales, and latterly in refining petro- 
leum. Under his presidency the Alleghany Valley Railroad 
was constructed from Pittsburg to the town of Kittanning. 
During the rebellion he took an active part in organizing 
troops, and as chairman of the Executive Committee of Pub- 
lic Safety, superintended the construction of the defences at 
Pittsburg. In counection with Mr. John Harper, he became 
responsible for the ammunition which was sent to West Vir- 
ginia at a critical juncture in the fortunes of that State, and 
which materially aided in preserving it from being overrun 
by the rebels. He was appointed by President Andrew 
Johnson collector of the port of Philadelphia, the duties of 
which office he for several months discharged; but through 
the hostility of a majority of the Senate to the President, he 
was rejected by that body, though ample testimony was given 
that the office was faithfully and impartially administered. 

He was married on the 12th of April, 1832, to Miss Mary 
Monteith. The offspring of this marriage were five sons and 
two daughters. Governor Johnston died at Pittsburg, Octo- 
ber 25, 1872, in the sixty-fourth year of his age. 
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WILLIAM BIGLER, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1838, 
January 20, 1852, to January 16, 1855. 


ILLIAM BIGLER was born at Shermansburg, Cum- 
‘ berland County, Pennsylvania, in December, 1813. 
His parents, Jacob Bigler and Susan Dock, sister of Judge 
Dock of Harrisburg, were of German descent, and were 
educated, like most, children of their origin, in both the 
German and English tongues. While very young, his parents 
removed to Mercer County, having purchased a large tract 
of wild land, in the hope of building up their fortunes; but 
the title proving defective, they found themselves in a short 
time bereft of everything but a small farm. 
The maintenance of a large family from the products of 


land scarcely reclaimed from the dominion of the forest, aided 


only by young children, imposed upon the father incessant 
and exhausting toil. Anxiously did he labor to provide for 


‘their daily wants, and secure the means for future com- 


petence. Taxed beyond his strength, his system soon yielded 
to the inroads of disease, and he passed away, leaving a widow 
and children to wrestle with a backwoods life. Could he 
with dying vision have penetrated the future, he would have 
beheld two of his sons, for whose welfare he must have had 
great concern, filling the gubernatorial chairs of two of the 
most important States in the Union. John, the eldest son, 
being Governor of California, and William of Pennsylvania; 
and, shortly afterwards, one holding an important forcign 
mission, and the other a Senator of the United States. 
Sorely harassed with the labor necessary for the support 


of the family, the boys received only the common-school 
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education*obtainable during the winter months in a rural 
district; but William finally graduated from an institution 
well adapted to the practical development of the talents of 
a bright boy — that of a printing-office. From 18380 to 1833 
he was employed, by his brother John, in the office of the 
Centre Democrat, published at Bellefonte. At the end of that 
period, influenced by the advice of his friends, among whom 
was Andrew G. Curtin, since governor of the Common- 
wealth, he decided, though not without many misgivings, to 
remove to Clearfield, and commence the publication of a 
political paper. He possessed energy, industry, regular 
habits, and good natural abilities; but he had no printing- 
press, no material, and, what was more disheartening, no 
money. Through the kind consideration of friends, he was 
enabled to borrow a sufficient sum to purchase a second-hand 
press and some half-worn type, and with these he started on 
his lonely journey, to establish, as he used afterwards in a_ 
jocular. spirit to characterize it, an eight-by-ten Jackson 
paper, to counteract the influence of a seven-by-nine Whig 
paper which had preceded him into that mountainous 
region. Trudging along on foot behind the two-horse wagon 
freighted with the implements of his doubtful venture, the 
young man indulged in many discouraging reflections and 
sad forebodings of the fortune that was to await him; and 
when arrived at the summit of Mitchell’s Hill, overlooking 
the town which was to prove his Mecca, his heart sank 
within him, and so depressed were his spirits, that he would 
have abandoned the enterprise, and actually proposed to the 
friend, Gillespie, who accompanied him, to drive back to 
Bellefonte with the material, and deliver it to its owners, and 
he himself would go West on foot. But the horses were 
jaded and must be fed, and necessity took them forward. 
Upon his arrival, his doubts and misgivings were speedily 
removed; for, though he had the acquaintance of but two or 
three persons in the whole county, the cordial welcome 
which he received, and the generous hospitality extended to 
him on every hand, made him feel that he was among true 
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friends; and though he has since led a life full of honors, it 
is doubtful if any event in its whole course is capable of ex- 
citing so much genuine delight, as the recollection of his 
reception at Clearfield. 

Encouraged by the light and warmth thus diffused, he 
bent vigorously to his task, and in a few days the Clearfield 
Democrat made its appearance. It was an insignificant affair 
when judged by the newspapers of a later day; but it was 
edited with spirit, and was devoted to the special purpose of 
lauding the virtues of Andrew Jackson and the policy of his 
school, and the discomfiture of that seven-by-nine advocate 
of Whiggery which was sending forth its pestilential doc- 
trines.. With the assistance of a son of Thomas Hemphill, 
then a leading Democratic politician of the place, Mr. Bigler 
wrote the editorials, set the type, worked the press, and 
dispatched the paper. But notwithstanding his industry and 
economy, and the generous assistance of friends, his income 
afforded him but a scanty support. He was, however, by its 
publication necessarily carried into a participation in the 
politics of the State and the nation, and he rapidly gained 
a reputation for sagacity, sound judgment, and above all 
for sincerity of purpose, which soon brought him public 
consideration. His kindly bearing towards even political 
opponents made him a favorite; besides, he was a real back- 
woodsman, was a good hunter, and the best marksman with » 
a rifle in all the country,—accomplishments, which in those 
days by no means detracted from his influence as a political 
leader. 

In 1836, Mr. Bigler was married to Maria J., daughter of 
Alexander B. Reed, of Clearfield. A native of the place, 
genial in manners, full of true charity and womanly affection, 
possessed of remarkable equanimity of mind and firmness of 
purpose, she was everywhere a favorite. Though making no 
pretensions to the accomplishments of fashionable life, she 
has proved herself a true lady, an affectionate wife and 
mother, and a devout Christian. The marriage was a happy 
one, and the offspring were five sons, three of whom survive. 
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Soon after his marriage Mr, Bigler disposed of his paper 
and entered into partnership with his father-in-law in mer- 
cantile business. He engaged in his new pursuit with his 
usual industry and energy, and in a brief period placed him- 
self in the front rank of the merchants and dealers in lumber 
in that section. From 1845 to 1850 he was by far the largest 
producer of lumber, or square timber, on the West Branch 
of the Susquehanna River. But his previous active partici- 
pation in politics, and his well-known views on public ques- 
tions, kept him prominently before the people. He was an 
ardent advocate of a convention to amend the State Consti- 
tution, and was presented from his county as a delegate to 
that eerie but he declined to be a candidate. 

In 1841 he was nominated for the State Senate, and though 
much to his pecuniary disadvantage, he being then exten- 
sively engaged in the lumber trade, which demanded his ex- 
clusive attention, he reluctantly accepted the nomination. 
The district was composed of the counties of Armstrong, In- 
diana, Cambria, and Clearfield, and he was elected by a 
majority of over three thousand. Though opposed by a regu- 
larly nominated candidate of the Whig party, he received 
every vote in Clearfield County save one, a result unprece- 
_ dented in the history of politics. In after time, as he became 
involved in partisan strife, many were the claimants for the 
honor of casting that one vote; but none could disturb the 
title of George Atchison, an original Abolitionist. The term 
of service upon which he now entered covered a period of: 
unusual difficulty in the management of the affairs of the 
State. The failure of the United States Bank, and the Bank 
of Pennsylvania with the funds of the State on deposit, caused 
a stringency in monetary affairs, and prevented the payment 
of the interest on the public debt which was now swollen to 
enormous proportions. Trade and commerce were paralyzed, 
and the murmurs of deep discontent were heard suggesting 
repudiation as the only alternative. In the struggle which 
ensued in the Legislature upon this subject, Mr. Bigler took 
an active part, resisting at every step the approaches to so 
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base a proposal, and vindicating with great energy the honor 
and integrity of the Commonwealth. His speech upon the 
question of resumption of specie payments by the banks was 
received with great favor, and John Strohm, then a senator 
from Lancaster, approached him at its conclusion and said: 
‘‘ Young man, that speech will make you Governor of Penn- 
sylvania, if you behave yourself well hereafter.” 

He was elected Speaker of the Senate in the spring of 1843, 
was re-elected at the opening of the session of 1844; and in 
October following was returned for a second term. Mr. Big- 
ler did not desire again to be a candidate; and so disinclined 
was he to continuing in public life, that he had instructed the 
delegates from Clearfied to the nominating convention to 
withdraw his name, which they did; but the delegates from 
the other counties composing the district conferred the nomi- 
nation on him notwithstanding, and he was elected by a vote 
much larger than the regular party vote. 

The question of railroad communication between Philadel- 
phia and Pittsburg came before the Legislature during his 
second term in the Senate, and excited absorbing interest. 
The people of Philadelphia, and especially the capitalists, ap- 
plied for a charter to construct a road between the two cities, 
wholly within the limits of the State. The people of Pitts-. 
burg, on the other hand, holding that a direct route across the 
Alleghany Mountains was impracticable, and that the Phila- 
delphians were insincere in their advocacy of the work, in- 
sisted on granting to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- 
pany the right to extend that road through the western 
counties of the State to their city, upon the theory that for 
all time to come the only railroad communication between 
the two extremities of Pennsylvania should lie through the 
States of Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. The contest over 
the two projects soon became animated, attracting to the 
capital many influential men from all parts of the Common- 
wealth interested in the result. The sentiment in Mr. Big- 
ler’s district was divided, but he earnestly advocated the road 


through the State. He did not believe the route to be im- 
27 
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practicable, and he had great faith in the improvements prom- 
ised in the motive power on railroads, which has since come 
to be realized. The contest was finally settled by the adop- 
tion of a proposition which he himself offered, that if a bona- 
fide subscription of three millions of dollars was not made 
and paid towards the construction of the Pennsylvania Cen- 
tral road on or before the first of the ensuing June, then the 
act granting the right of way to the Baltimore and Ohio Com- 
pany should become of effect, otherwise it should be null 
and void. Pending the passage of the bill, Mr. Bigler made 
an elaborate speech, showing the feasibilities of the route, the 
advantages of a road through the very heart of the State, and 
estimates of its prospective business. At the time these 
were regarded as visionary, but now appear ridiculous by 
their insignificance compared with what has been already 
realized. 

At the time that the subject was under discussion in the 
Legislature, the people of Freeport, Armstrong County, a 
part of his senatorial district, not well understanding the 
merits of the two propositions, and believing that unless the 
Baltimore and Ohio Company was allowed to build, no road 
would ever be constructed, held a public meeting and ap- 
pointed one of their number, Philip Klingensmith, a strong- 
minded, honest Pennsylvania German, to go to Harrisburg, 
and endeavor to win Mr. Bigler to the support of their views. 
He proceeded on his journey, had several interviews with 
the Senator, and finally returned to Freeport. As the 
canal-boat which bore him homeward neared the landing, 
Philip beheld the beach lined with his constituents, all eager 
to learn the result of his mission. Without waiting to salute 
them, he began to denounce the whole party, first in German 
and then in English, as a set of d—d fools, and enemies to 
their country; said that Bigler was all right, and so was he, 
and that, as for the Ohio company, it had better stay where 
it was. ! | 

In his speech, Mr. Bigler pointed out, link by link, the 
great feeder to the Pennsylvania road, now known as the 
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Tyrone and Clearfield Railroad, and which has recently been 
completed, mainly under his directorship. Time has thus 
verified his prediction, made twenty-two years ago, when the 
charter even of the main line had not been secured. He was 
also the early and zealous advocate of the Philadelphia and 
Erie Railroad, as appears by reference to numerous speeches, 
and resolutions which he supported, and by his messages to 
the Legislature. 

In 1848, his name was presented as a candidate for Goy- 
ernor, and he received a large vote in the Democratic nominat- 
ing convention of that year; but the choice fell upon Morris 
Longstreth, then a Canal Commissioner, who was defeated 
by William F. Johnston. In 1849, Mr. Bigler was appointed 
one of the Revenue Commissioners, whose duty it was to ad- 
just the amount to be raised by taxation in the different sec- 
tions and Counties of the State. 

In 1851, he was nominated for Governor by acclamation, 
and was elected after a warmly contested canvass, by a good 
majority. The contest with Mr. Johnston, the opposing can- 
didate, though conducted with courtesy and frankness, was 
one of unprecedented energy. It was kept up without respite 
from August to the day of election in October, both candi- 
dates exhibiting unusual tact and ability, and wonderful 
powers of physical endurance. In addition to subjects of 
State policy, the rendition of fugitive slaves under the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, and the question of 
slavery in the Territories, were more or less involved. Mr. 
Bigler unqualifiedly maintained the laws of Congress for the 
return of slaves, and the equal rights of the citizens of all 
the States in the Territories, whatever might be the character 
of their property, including property in slaves. 

By a remarkable coincidence his own election as Governor 
of Pennsylvania was simultaneous with the election of his 
elder brother John, to the same dignity in the new State of 
California. 

Governor Bigler’s administration was characterized by 
many of the virtues of the old-time Governors, especially 
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maintaining rigid economy and strict accountability in the 
use of the public moneys. A system of legislation had 
grown up, known as “ log-rolling” or ‘‘ omnibus legislation,” 
which had become exceedingly demoralizing. It was only 
necessary to unite a bad project with a number of good ones 
in one heterogeneous bill to secure its passage. In his message 
to the Legislature of 1854, the Governor said: ‘ After much 
reflection on the magnitude of this evil—its vexatious in- 
roads upon private rights, and its demoralizing tendency 
upon the interests of the people, as upon the more elevated 
purposes of legislation, I have determined to co-operate with 
the General Assembly in the application of the most efficient 
means which their wisdom may devise for its removal; but 
in the mean time, as a restraining part of the law-making 
power, I must beg to be indulged in claiming the privilege 
of considering each subject of legislation separately, and on 
its merits, as contemplated by the spirit of the Constitution. 
Henceforth, therefore, bills containing a variety of subjects 
of legislation, dissimilar in their character and purposes, can- 
not receive the sanction of the present Executive.” This 
firm stand taken by the Governor had the desired effect. A 
law was passed forbidding the passage of any act which did 
not fully state in its title the subject-matter, and which con- 
tained more than one subject, thus breaking down forever 
this most pernicious system. 

He resisted with a firm hand the wholesale chartering of 
banks, vetoing eleven such acts in one message, and sending 
in thirty similar messages during a single session. 

His views respecting the revision of the organic law as ex- 
pressed in the same message as that above quoted are notably 
sound and practical. ‘I have never,” he says, “felt willing 
to see our fundamental law changed for light or doubtful 
reasons, but I sincerely believe that when the proper time ar- 
rives it will be wise so to amend the Constitution as to require 
that each law shall be passed in a separate bill, and receive 
not less than a majority of votes of each House on a call of 
the yeas and nays; to provide that all laws of a public nature 
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‘shall be general in their character and apply to the entire 
State; that municipal corporations, vested with all the power 
the Legislature could confer, should not have the right to be- 
come subscribers to, or holders of the stock of other corpora- 
tions; to interdict the creation of debt for any purpose ex- 
cept war; to unite some other mReonary ree the Gov- 
ernor in the exercise of the pardoning power.” 

In March, 1854, he was again unanimously nominated for 
Governor, na sot oseen upon another laborious campaign ; 
but his health failed, and he lay sick in the northern part of 
the State during most of the canvass. Ile was defeated by 
the Native American party by a large majority. Tis resist- 
ance to this organization was unqualified, zealous, and deter- 
mined beyond his usual bearing in partisan politics. He did 
himself less justice in the attitude he occupied towards the 
famous Kansas-Nebraska bill, which was largely involved in 
_the canvass; for, while he accepted it as the measure of his 
party, it was well known that his individual judgment was 
against it, and that he was urgent in his appeals to Judge 
Douglas, who was a leading power in Congress, to adhere to 
his original bill, which asserted the right of the people of a 
territory to regulate its domestic affairs, including the right 
to hold slaves, but left the Missouri Compromise undisturbed. 

In January, 1855, but a few days after the expiration of 
his gubernatorial term, he was elected President of the Phila- 
delphia and Erie Railroad Company, in which capacity he 
evinced his usual energy and industry, and contributed 
largely to bringing its affairs to a healthy condition. He was 
also, in pees 1855, elected to the Senate of the United 
States, where he served for six years. At the end of two 
years Mr. Buchanan became President, and the importunities 
for office were exceedingly harassing — Mr. Bigler, on account 
of his supposed influence with the President, being charged 
with a large share of responsibility for the appointments. 
Divisions also occurred in the Democratic party upon the 
subject of the Kansas troubles, in which he was pitted against 
Judge Douglas, a man unsurpassed in tact and ability. Se 
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solicitous had Mr. Bigler become for a settlement of this 
vexed question, that, in 1857, he travelled over the greater 
part of Kansas, urging the friends of a free State to unite in 
the election of delegates to a convention for framing a State 
Constitution, and secure a majority of members favorable to 
their views; but they held themselves aloof, and he maintained 
that they had thereby authorized those who did vote to act 
for them, and were bound by the result. That he acted from 
pure motives there can be no doubt, though his course was 
not vindicated by subsequent events. 

When, after the election of Mr. Lincoln, it became apparent 
that secession would be attempted, Mr. Bigler was untiring 
in his efforts to secure an amicable adjustment of the national 
troubles. He acted with Mr. Crittenden in his efforts to se- 
‘ eure a compromise, and held that the people of the Southern 
States could have no reasonable plea for resorting to violence 
until they had first exhausted all peaceful means for the ad- 
justment of their grievances. In the course of an elaborate 
speech upon the subject in the Senate, in February, 1861, he 
said: ‘¢ As for secession, I am utterly against it. I deny the 
right, and I abhor the consequences; but I shall indulge in 
no argument on that point. Itis no remedy for any one of 
the evils lamented, and in my judgment it will aggravate 
rather than remove them, and, in addition, superinduce others 
of a more distressing and destructive character.” 

He was a member of the committee of thirteen, to which 
was referred the famous compromise propositions. of Mr. 
Crittenden, and throughout sustained their adoption. He 
also presented and advocated a bill providing for submitting 
the Crittenden resolutions to a vote of the people of the 
several States, which was rejected, but which has since been 
regarded by sagacious men as a remedy which would have 
utterly crushed secession. Ife was a member of the Charles- 
ton Convention of 1860, where he took decided ground 
against the nomination of Judge Douglas. Ile was tempo- 
rary chairman of the Democratic convention of 1864, and 
voted for the nomination of General George B. McClellan. 
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He was also nominated in the same year for Congress, and 
though defeated received more than his party vote. He was 
again a delegate to the Democratic convention of 1868, which 
met in New York. 

He is at present living in retirement at Clearfield, though 
he has the nomination for delegate to the convention which 
is to meet for the revision of the State Constitution, and will 
doubtless be elected. For many years he has given his 
time and energies and much of his means to the extension 
of a railroad to Clearfield, and to the erection of a beautiful 
stone church for the first Presbyterian congregation of that 
place, of which body he became a member some years ago. 
Mr. Bigler’s career has been uniformly marked by great 
energy and steadiness of purpose. Whatever his hands found 
to do he did it with his might. Ceaseless devotion to a pub- 
lic trust is a characteristic that has been accorded to him by 
men of all parties, as well as the possession of superior grasp 
of mind and benevolence of heart. 










wt Tie Bete tat fy 
BLN ‘ q Mi » i 
Pees A t, re ad 


bes e007g009 | xt say a 


enw oll elovy yiang.aid J 
foidw BO8E to soita ne 


eae ‘BladraokD ta 19.39% itor 
doiiw soitmeya09, odd 0} olageleb 10: ne 
fliw bas moitmditadoD ota, oilt. to. nojaiven f 
sid govig esd of minoy Yocum 40% ,baiogle, od gaoltd 
nolagaixe edt of engi eld to down i soigiena j i 
Intiiuaod a to soitose ot of bas biofuel) ob baorlien #, bat 
int lo aoltaygorgaoo sainotydeer l text, edt rot domndo : 

ogh BROT eitlos Yodaroat & eaipsed, od ybod doisiw 4 | 
taorg yd, holuncx qlcoso tious, sead aad agora polit, aM 
rig send eit pani aaa’ ng een a | ar 191 









; ‘i 
or 












JAMES POLLOCK, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1838. 
January 16, 1855, to January 19, 1858. 


AMES POLLOCK was born in the borough of Milton, 
Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, on the 11th of 
September, 1810. Ifis father, William Pollock, was an 
American by birth, as also his mother, Sarah Pollock, who 
was the daughter of Fleming Wilson, and was born in Chester 
County, Pennsylvania, in October, 1771. Ilis paternal and 
maternal ancestors emigrated from the north of Ireland to 
America as early as 1760. They settled in Chester County, 
and were the open and avowed friends of American in- 
dependence during the war of the Revolution. One branch 
of the family settled in North Carolina; and some of its 
members were intimately connected with, if not prime 
movers in, the first declaration of independence at Meck- 
lenburg, in that State. They were there known by the 
name of Polk, an abbreviation of Pollock, the original 
family name. His father died in May, 1817, leaving a 
widow and seven children — four sons (of whom James was 
the youngest) and three daughters. With an’energy and 
determination that characterized her life, the mother assumed 
at once the responsible duties of educating her children. 
She was a woman of strong intellect, of great moral courage, 
and marked devotional spirit, qualities that aided in forming 
and moulding the character of her children. She died in 
Milton, February 19th, 1865, in the ninety - fourth year of 
her age. | 
The boyhood of James, the subject of this sketch, was 


passed principally at school. His first teacher was Joseph 
424 
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B. Anthony, afterwards president-judge of the eighth judicial 
district, of whom he became the successor in the same office 
in the year 1850. He remained in the school of Mr. Anthony 
but a short time, and, soon after leaving, entered the Milton 
Classical Academy under the care of Rev. David Kirkpatrick. 
He here prepared for, and entered the Junior Class in the 
College of New Jersey, at Princeton, and graduated as 
Bachelor of Arts with the highest honors of his class in Sep- 
tember, 1831. In 1835, he received, in course, the degree of 
A. M., and in 1855 his Alma Mater conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of LL.D. In 1857 the trustees of Jef 
ferson College, Pennsylvania, bestowed upon him the like 
honor. 

After his graduation he entered, as a student of law, the 
office of Samuel Hepburn, a gentleman of eminent legal 
learning, in his native town, and was admitted to practice in 
the several Courts of Northumberland County in November, 
1833. In April, 1834, he opened an office in Milton, and 
was successful in the practice of his profession. In 1835 he 
was appointed District Attorney for Northumberland County, 
which office he held for three years. | 

He was married on the 19th day of December, 1837, to 
Miss Sarah Ann, daughter of Samuel Hepburn. He held a 
number of important civil offices. He was a Whig in politics, 
but notwithstanding this, he was, in 1844, elected a member 
of Congress from the Thirteenth Congressional District, then 
strongly Democratic, and was twice re-elected from the same 
district, holding the office for six years. As a member of 
some of the most important committees, he contributed 
largely to the general work of legislation. In the Twenty- 
eighth Congress he was a member of the Committee on 
Claims, and his numerous reports attest the extent and 
quality of his labors. In the Twenty-ninth Congress he 
was on the Committee on Territories, of which Stephen A. 
Douglas was chairman. T'o this committee were referred all 
bills relating to the organization of new territories; and the 
question of excluding slavery therefrom was often presented, 
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warmly debated, and generally determined in favor of exclu- 
sion. It was evident from the tone and temper of the dis 
cussions in committee and in Congress that a crisis was ap- 
proaching. The reports from this committee gave direction 
and force to public sentiment. The discussions increased in 
warmth and bitterness, and finally culminated in attempted 
secession, revolution, and war, the sequel to all which was the 
triumph of the National cause and the abolition of slavery. 
During the Thirtieth Congress he was an active member of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, of which Samuel F. 
Vinton, of Ohio, was chairman. The country was then 
engaged in a war with Mexico, and in consequence the 
business of the committee was greatly augmented. The duties 
of the place were onerous and responsible, but were fully and 
faithfully discharged. 

On the 23d of June, 1848, Mr. Pollock offered a resolution 
for the appointment of a special committee to inquire into 
the necessity and practicability of constructing a railroad to 
the Pacific coast. As chairman of that committee he made 
a report to the House in favor of the construction of such 
aroad. The report may be found in the third volume of the 
Journal of the House of Representatives for the first session 
of the Thirtieth Congress. This was the first favorable official 
act on this subject on the part of the Congress of the United 
States. The report discusses the question in its international 
and domestic aspects, its feasibility, and probable results. 
The opening paragraph is in these words: ‘ The proposition 
at first view is a startling one. The magnitude of the work 
itself, and the still greater and more magnificent results 
promised by its accomplishment —that of revolutionizing 
morally and commercially, if not politically, a greater part 
of the habitable globe, and making the vast commerce of the 
world tributary to us — almost overwhelm the mind. But 
your committee, on examination, find it a subject as simple 
as it is vast and magnificent, and see no insurmountable difli- 
culties in the way of its successful accomplishment.” 

A bill accompanied the report, and was referred to the 
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Committee of the Whole, but no further action was taken on 
it at that time, and Mr. Pollock soon after left Congress. 
In the fall of 1848, however, he delivered a lecture on the 
Pacific Railroad, by invitation, to a crowded house, at Lewis- 
burg, Union County, closing with the following remark: 
“ At the risk of being considered insane, I will venture the 
prediction, that in less than twenty-five years from this even- 
ing, a railroad will be completed and in operation between 
New York and San Francisco, California; that a line of 
steamships will be established between San Francisco, Japan, 
and China; and there are now in my audience, ladies who 
will, before the expiration of the period named, drink tea 
brought from China and Japan, by this route, to their own 
doors!” This prophetic announcement was -received by the 
audience with a smile of good-natured incredulity; but some 
of those very ladies, during the year 1869, were able to sip 
their favorite beverage in exact accordance with the terms of 
the speaker’s prediction! On the 10th of May, 1869, the 
last rail was laid, the last spike driven, and the great Pacific 
Railway, so long in embryo, became an accomplished fact ! 

_ The subjects of special interest during his Congressional 
term of service were the annexation of Texas, the Mexican 
war, the acquisition of California, the repeal of the Tariff 
Act of 1842, and the “ Wilmot Proviso” in its application 
to the newly acquired Territories of the United States. In 
all the discussions on these exciting topics he took an active 
part. His speeches and votes demonstrate the consistency of 
his views, and the breadth and soundness of his under- 
standing. 

In 1850 he was appointed President-Judge of the eighth 
judicial district, composed of the counties of Northumber- 
land, Montour, Columbia, Lycoming, and Sullivan. He held 
the tae until the pafeadiifertt of the Constitution required 
the election of judges by the people. He declined a nomina- 
tion for the position, and, on leaving the Bench, resumed the 
practice of the law. 

In 1854 he was nominated, and elected by a inna majority, 
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Governor of Pennsylvania, and was inaugurated in January, 
1855. He held the office for one term, having refused to per- 
mit his name to be used as a candidate for renomination. 
Throughout his entire term of office, the subject of the 
repeal of the Missouri Compromise and the introduction of 
slavery into the territories was warmly agitated, and it be- 
came the duty of the chief magistrate of one of the most 
influential States in the Union to speak for the millions of 
people whom he represented. That duty he performed in a 
manner that admitted of no equivocal interpretation. In his 
Inaugural Address he said: ‘ Pennsylvania, occupying as 
she does an important and proud position in the sisterhood 
of States, cannot be indifferent to the policy and acts of the 
national government. Ler voice, potential for good in other 
days, ought not to be disregarded now. Devoted to the Con- 
stitution and the Union,—as she was the first to sanction, 
she will be the last to endanger the one or violate the other. 
Regarding with jealous care the rights of her sister States, 
she will be ever ready to defend her own. To the Con- 
stitution in all its integrity, to the Union in its strength and 
harmony, to the maintenance in its purity, of the faith and 
houor of our country, Pennsylvania now is and always has 
been pledged —a pledge never violated, and not to be 
violated, until patriotism ceases to be a virtue, and liberty to. 
be known only as a name. ... With no desire to restrain 
the full and entire Constitutional rights of the States, nor to 
interfere directly or indirectly with their domestic institu- 
tions, the people of Pennsylvania, in view of the repeal of 
the Missouri Compromise, the principle involved in it, and 
the consequences resulting from it, as marked already by 
fraud, violence, and strife, have reaffirmed their opposition 
to the extension of slavery into territory now free, and re- 
newed their pledge ‘to the doctrines of the Act of 1780, 
which relieved us, by Constitutional means, from a grievous 
social evil; to the great ordinance of 1787, in its full scope, 
and all its beneficial principles; to the protection of the per- 
sona' rights of every human being under the Constitution of 
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Pennsylvania and the Constitution of the United States, by 
maintaining inviolate the trial by jury, and the writ of habeas 
corpus; to the assertion of the due rights of the North, as 
well as of the South, and to the integrity of the Union.’ 
The declaration of these doctrines is but the recognition of 
the fundamental principles of freedom and human rights. 
They are neither new nor startling. They were taught by 
patriotic fathers at the watch-fires of our country’s defenders, 
and learned amid the bloody snows of Valley Forge and the 
mighty throes of war and revolution. They were stamped 
with indelible impress upon the great charter of our rights, 
and embodied in the legislation of the best and purest days 
of the Republic; have filled the hearts and fell burning from 
the lips of orators and statesmen, whose memories are im- 
mortal as the principles they cherished. They have been the 
watchword and the hope of millions who have gone before 
us, and the watchword and the hope of millions now, and 
will be of millions yet unborn.” 

Again, in his message of January 7th, 1857, he said: ‘To 
the policy and acts of the National Government, affecting, as 
they do, the rights and interests of the Commonwealth, the 
people of the State cannot be indifferent. Pennsylvania, 
occupying a high and conservative position in the sisterhood 
of States, devoted to the Constitution and the Union, in their 
integrity and harmony, has been, and will ever be, as ready 
to recognize the rights of her sister States as to defend her 
own. ‘These sentiments she has never abandoned — these 
principles she has never violated. . . . Freedom is the great 
centre-truth of American Republicanism —the great law of 
American nationality; slavery is the exception. It is local 


and sectional; and its extension beyond the jurisdiction 


creating it, or to the free territories of the Union, was never 
designed or contemplated by the patriot founders of the 
Republic. In accordance with these sentiments, Pennsyl- 


* vania, true to the principles of the Act of 1780, which abol- 


ished slavery within her territorial limits, true to the great 
doctrines of the Ordinance of 1787, which dedicated to free- 
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dom the Northwestern territory of the Union, true to the 
national faith and national honor, asks and expects, as due 
to her own citizens who have, in good faith, settled in the 
Territory of Kansas, and as due to the industry and energy 
of a free people, that Kansas should be free..... The union 
of the States which constitutes us one people, should be dear 
to you—to every American citizen. In the heat and excite- 
ment of political contests, in the whirl of sectional and con- 
flicting interests, amid the surging of human passions, harsh 
and discordant voices may be heard, threatening its integrity 
and denouncing its doom; but in the calm, ‘sober, second 
thought’ of a patriotic and virtuous people will be found its 
security and defence. .... Pennsylvania tolerates no senti- 
ment of disunion. She knows not the word.....,The Union 
and the Constitution, the safeguard and bond of American 
nationality, will be revered and defended by every American 
freeman who cherishes the principles and honors the memory 
of the illustrious founders of the Republic.” 

Among the most important measures of his administration 
were the adoption of a policy by which the reduction of the 
public debt was commenced, and nearly two millions of dol- 
lars paid; the sale of the main line of the “ public works” to 
the Pennsylvania Central Railroad Company for $7,500,000, 
which sum was made applicable to the payment and reduc- 
tion of the debt of the Commonwealth, and which, added to 
the sum actually paid, reduced the debt, practically, nearly 
ten millions of dollars; a series of acts by which increased 
vigor and efficiency were given to the system of common 
schools; retrenchment and reform in the various depart- 
ments; and economy in the general administration of the 
Government. . 

In the fall of 1857 occurred a financial crisis which led to 
the suspension of specie payments by the banks of the State, 
and threatened every branch of industry with serious derange- 
ment and injury. To avert impending evils, an extra session 
of the Legislature was called, which convened in October of 
that year. .On the recommendation of the Governor, the 
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suspension was legalized for a definite period, the forfeiture 
of the charters of the respective banks prevented, and other 
measures adopted which allayed the public apprehension, 
saved the credit of the State, and removed the dangers to 
which the general prosperity had been exposed. 

At the expiration of his official term, Governor Pollock 
resumed the practice of his profession in the place of his 
nativity. On leaving Harrisburg for his home, both Houses 
of the Legislature adjourned, and, headed by their respective 
speakers and officers, accompanied him to the cars which 
bore him away. The parting with all, without distinction of 
party, was as of abiding and cherished friends. The scene 
was significant and impressive. 

In 1860, at the time of greatest sneer peril, and before 
hostilities had opened between the North and the South, an 
earnest effort was made by the friends of peace and poe 
tion to settle all causes of difference by means of friendly 
conference. It was thought by bringing together a body 
of men representing the several States, who were above ° 
selfish and ambitious designs, and who should fairly and 
freely confer with each other, that a basis of pacification 
could be adopted which would avert an appeal to arms. 
For this purpose representative men were selected, and 
Governor Pollock was appointed to represent Pennsylvania. 
This body met in Washington, and remained in session 
during a part of February and March. <A plan of com- 
promise drawn by Mr. Crittenden was adopted by the confer- 
ence; but it failed to meet the approval of Congress, being 
opposed by Representatives of both the North and the South 
with equal resolution, and the wager by battle became the 
only alternative. In this body Governor Pollock bore a con- 
spicuous part. 

In May, 1861, he was appointed, by President Lincoln, 
Director of the United States Mint at Philadelphia, and 
held the office until October 1st, 1866, when, on the ac- 
cession of Andrew Johnson to power, he resigned. By his 
efforts, with the approval of Mr. Chase, then Secretary of the 
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Treasury, the motto “ In God we trust ” was placed upon the 
national coins — a motto of deep significance, and alike hon- 
orable to the people and government of the United States. 
H{e was reinstated in 1869, by President Grant, in his former 
position as Director of the Mint, which office he now (August, 
1872,) holds. 

During the late War his sympathies and labors were unre- 
servedly given to the support of the National Government. 
Rebellion found no advocate in him, treason no friend. 
True to the Union, he was ever ready to aid in its defence; 
true to liberty and humanity, he was always their advocate ; 
true to his country, he rejoiced in the overthrow of its 
enemies, and in the assurance of its triumph. 

In appearance, Governor Pollock is of commanding person, 
rather above the medium height, with prominent dark eyes, 
and a face beaming with intelligence and benignity. In 
manner he is cordial and frank. As a public speaker he 
always commands attention, not less by the soundness of his 
’ views, than by the force and eloquence with which they are 
expressed. He has for many years held an elevated place in 
public estimation by his zeal in promoting educational and 
religious reforms. 
























































‘ditomamravob fenoidaVl edit to 

















abieh"Bastely: percent 
aouerst eke ni vainaid dab f 






dang) wou ont | {to aodooniCl 
“OVr ey wah rasta ee soil a std 0 onl oul a 


droqqua edt on) move 
iaaitt om moesaat ‘eothall gi siavovba om bandh 
iooustob eli nth ‘bia of bao wove anvr od yutd 
 staoovba-tisdd eqn: enw v oft eginamad bas aedil 
att Yo wordtrevo edt ai beoiojes oat niosecae 
epost eit. “ve somatieas oct sth ba: 


isoaneg galbuanritos Yo ef daollod to tavod ; 


oye ‘daub dnoatonong div dulgiod eustboun ot | 
ee Jgimgined ban: bparehaneee itive gotemned 999 
od ‘sodsoqe oildug @ wk! oleit ban: [aib109. i ad 
vid io eeonbnnoe adi ye ick tow motte 

ein vodt doidw die soasnpole bow 991 ped By 
nt conig botavole ae Hlod ansoy Yana aot and olf ra one 
baa fanoiinonbo: coinage a hanmgtlion oor oite hi ita olle 




























(ek 








intnerOel at Pe ee i gl 


f 

















oe 


4, 


i 








nts 
oad 


‘les 


Ny, 
as 


a, 








WILLIAM F. PACKER, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1838. 
January 19, 1858, to January 15, 1861. 


ILLIAM FISHER PACKER, the second son of James 
and Charity Packer, was born on the 2d day of April, 
1807, in Howard township, Centre County, Pennsylvania. 
Hfis father, James Packer, born in 1778, was a native of 
Chester County, and a son of James Packer and Rose Men- 
denhall. James Packer, the grandfather, was born in 1725, 
in New Jersey, at the site of the present city of Princeton, 
and was a son of Philip Packer and Ann Coates. Philip 
Packer was an English Quaker, and among the first emi- 
grants to West Jersey, under the auspices of William Penn 
and other leading Friends of that day, and his descendants 
adhered to the same religious faith. Rose Mendenhall, the 
grandmother, was a daughter of Aaron and Rose Menden- 
hall, and was born in the Great Valley, near Downingtown, 
Chester County, in 1733. Charity Bye, the mother of the 
Governor, was born in Bucks County, in 1780. She was a 
daughter of Hezekiah Bye and Sarah Pettit, who were also 
members of the Society of Friends. It will thus be seen 
that Governor Packer was descended from a purely Quaker 
ancestry, among whom will be recognized the Coateses, the 
Pettits, the Mendenhalls, and others — names still familiar in 
Philadelphia and the eastern counties of Pennsylvania. 
When the Governor was but seven years old his father 
died, leaving a widow and five small children—the eldest _ 
under ten years of age. Bereft of paternal care, the sons, 
Hezekiah B., now Judge Packer, of Williamsport, William 


F’., the subject of this sketch, and John P., a merchant of 
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Flemington, Clinton County, as they arrived at a sufficient 
age, applied themselves to the task of assisting their mother 
in maintaining the family, and cheerfully sustained whatever 
hardships their situation imposed, receiving at the same time 
such education as the limited facilities of the country schools 
of that time afforded. Directed by their mother, and relying 
upon their own resources for success, it is no marvel that 
these young men became distinguished, each in his proper 
sphere, in after life. ) 

In 1820, Samuel J. Packer, a kinsman, afterwards a State 
Senator from the Northumberland district, was publishing a 
newspaper at Sunbury, called the Public Inquirer, which 
advocated with great ability the re-election of Governor 
William Findlay. Ascertaining that he could obtain a place 
in that office to learn the art of printing, William F., then in 
his thirteenth year, left his home in midwinter, travelled 
alone to Sunbury, a distance of eighty miles, and engaged 
himself as an apprentice. Upon the defeat of Governor 
Findlay, the Jnquirer was discontinued, and, after an absence of 
a year, he returned to Centre County, where he completed his 
apprenticeship in the office of the Bellefonte Patriot, then under 
the control of Henry Petrikin, who subsequently became a 
distinguished member of the State Legislature, and was deputy 
secretary of the Commonwealth under Governor Shunk. 

After the expiration of his apprenticeship, in 1825, he 
obtained a clerkship in the office of the Register and Recorder 
of Lycoming County; but, at the commencement of the ses- 
sion of the Legislature, in December of the same year, he 
_ went to Harrisburg and engaged as a journeyman printer in 
the office of the Pennsylvania Intelligencer, published by Simon 
Cameron, now United States Senator, and David Krause, after- 
wards President Judge of the Bucks County district. These 
gentlemen had just previously been elected public printers. 
In their office he worked for two years, and on the completion 
of the public printing, in 1827, returned to Williamsport, and 
entered his name as‘a student-at-law in the oflice of Joseph 
3B. Anthony, who afterwards served as a State Senator, mem- 
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ber of Congress, and President Judge of the Lycoming 
district. He-never applied for admission to the bar, yet the 
knowledge thus acquired of the rudiments of the profession 
was of inestimable value to him in the public stations which 
he subsequently filled. 

In the fall of 1827 he purchased an interest in the Ly- 
coming Gazette, one of the oldest and most influential news- 
papers in the State, published at Williamsport, and, in 
‘partnership with John Brandon, conducted the paper until 
1829, when, upon the demise of Mr. Brandon, he assumed 
the entire control of the establishment. His connection with 
the Gazette continued until the spring of 1836, when he left 
the paper in a flourishing condition and with a commanding 
influence. As an editor, his style was bold and energetic, 
well calculated to command attention and impress his ideas 
upon the reader. 

On the 24th of December, 1829, he was married to Mary 
W., daughter of Peter W. va clalen belt, an honored citizen of 
Williamsport, and granddaughter of Michael Ross. Ten 
children were the offspring of this marriage, six of whom 
are still living. Mr. Ross was a gentleman distinguished for 
great energy Hs character and str Hee of mind, “aa was the 
ei beta owner of the land upon =i the present city of 
Williamsport is built. 

In 1831, shortly after the system of public improvements 
had been commenced in Pennsylvania, and after the West 
Branch Canal had been adopted as a part of the system, 
through the votes and influence of the representatives from 
Philadelphia in making appropriations for prosecution of 
work, this line was omitted and was thus threatened with 
abandonment. Had this decision been adhered to, the people 
of that section of the State would have been deprived of a 
great natural line of communication with the metropolis. 
Public meetings were immediately held, addresses were 
delivered, resolutions adopted, and, among other strong 
measures, a-direct appeal was made to the a ghhe of Phila- 
delphia against the suicidal policy of their own members. 
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This appeal had the desired effect; and the Philadelphia 


members, under the pressure brought to bear upon them 
from their own immediate constituency, retraced their steps, 
and voted for appropriations to the West Branch Canal. In 
all these proceedings Mr. Packer, although a very young 
man, bore a leading part. He was the author of the address 
to the people of Philadelphia, and to his efforts, as much as 
to those of any other individual, are the people of that 
section of the State indebted for preserving and completing 
this great improvement. As work upon it progressed, the 
public voice very properly called for his appointment as 
superintendent of that division; and he was designated by 
the canal commissioners, in June, 1832, to fill that respon- 
sible office. It was soon manifest that the people had not 
over-estimated his abilities, nor the canal board misplaced 
their confidence; for he disbursed, while acting in that 
capacity, the several large appropriations of the Legislature, 
amounting to more than a million and a quarter of dollars, 
without any loss to the Commonwealth, and to the entire 
satisfaction of all. He was re-appointed for three successive 
years, and held the office until the spring of 1835, when the 
canal was completed to its present terminus at Farrandsyville, 
and the office of superintendent abolished. 

During the gubernatorial campaign of 1835, Mr. Packer 
took a leading and active part in favor of the re-nomination 
and re-election of Governor George Wolf; and, notwith- 
standing the schism in the Democratic State Convention and 
the prospect of his own nomination in the Lycoming district 
for State Senator, he continued to press, through the columns 
of the Gazette, the claims of his favorite, regardless of per- 
sonal considerations. Nor was his zeal abated by his own 
nomination for Senator, though it was plain that he could 
not be elected without the support of the Muhlenberg wing 
of the party. The friends of Joseph Ritner at once perceived 
the advantages thus afforded them, and they promptly co- 
alesced with the friends of Mr. Muhlenberg, upon Alexander 
Irwin, of Clearfield County, electing him by a small majority, 
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and thus obtaining his future sympathy and support. At the 
same election, Mr. Ritner, the anti-Masonic candidate, was 
also elected Governor by a plurality vote over his Democratic 
competitors, George Wolf and IIenry A. Muhlenberg. 

In 1836 he united with O. Barrett and Benjamin Parke in 
the establishment and publication of The Keystone, at Harris- 
burg, a paper which at once commanded the confidence and 
support of the Democratic party of the State. The enter- 
prise was successful, and Mr. Packer continued a member of 
the firm until 1841, when he retired. In the memorable con- 
test of 1838, between David R. Porter and Joseph Ritner for 
the governorship, which was both animated and bitter, The 
Keystone contributed largely to the election of Governor 
Porter. Mr. Packer also distinguished himself in the cam- 
paign by his tact and power as a public speaker. 

In February, 1839, he was appointed a member of the 
Board of Canal Commissioners, where he was associated with 
James Clarke and Edward B. Hubley. The responsibility 
and patronage of the Canal Board were little exceeded by 
those of the Executive; and for the succeeding three years, 
during which he held the office, his whole attention was de- 
voted to the successful management of the State’s vast chain 
of internal improvements. 

At the commencement of Governor Porter’s second term, 
in May, 1842, Mr. Packer was appointed Auditor-General of 
the Commonwealth. He continued to discharge the duties: 
of that office until 1845, a period of three years. His office 
gave him aseat in the cabinet of the Executive, and thus 
called into action his knowledge of men, of measures, and of 
the diversified interests of the State. Holding jurisdiction 
over all the public accounts, including the large expenditures 
of money for public improvements, numerous difficult and 
complicated questions arose for adjudication, which called for 
the exercise of the soundest judgment; and no mind, save 
one well informed by an extensive acquaintance with the 
whole internal improvement system, as well as with the 
statutes of the Commonwealth, could have discharged the 
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duties successfully. The ability and impartiality displayed 
in this trust, are acknowledged by men of all parties, 

In 1847 he was duly elected a member of the House of 
Representatives from the district composed of the counties 
of Lycoming, Clinton, and Potter, by a majority exceeding 
fifteen hundred-votes. He was a candidate at the preceding 
election, and, as afterwards appeared, received a majority of 
votes; but by a mistake in carrying out the returns of Porter 
Township, Clinton County, his competitor was returned as 
elected, and actually served during the whole of the session 
before the error was discovered. Although this was his first 
appearance as amember of any legislative body, his knowledge 
of the public interests, his acquaintance with parliamentary 
rules, and his business capacity were so widely known and 
acknowledged, that he was chosen Speaker. The selection 
of anew member to a post of such great responsibility, and 
requiring such varied and extensive abilities, may be regarded 
as a high honor in which he stands as the sole recipient in the 
annals of the State. In 1848 he was re-elected by an increased 
majority. The brilliant achievements of a brave and suc- 

cessful general, who was a candidate for the Presidency, had 
produced disastrous results to the Democratic party through- 
out the Union, giving the Whigs a large majority in the 
Senate of Pennsylvania, and reducing the Democratic mem- 
bers of the House to a bare equality in number with their 
opponents—each party having fifty members. Notwith- 
standing this circumstance, and although every member was 
in attendance at the organization of the House, Mr. Packer 
was again elected Speaker of that body. Considering his 
known attachment to Democratic principles, his great influ- 
ence and continual activity as a writer and asa public speaker 
in sustaining those principles, his second elevation to the 
Speaker’s chair was an honorable and magnanimous tribute 
to his talents and integrity, and to the impartiality and ability 
with which he had discharged the high duties of the office at 
the previous session. This compliment was in fact richly « 
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merited. Although self-taught, his education had not been 
neglected. Ife was familiar with the current literature, and 
with the teachings of history and philosophy. Though not a 
member of the legal profession, he was a much better lawyer 
than many who belonged to it. His thorough acquaintance 
with legal principles and with constitutional and parliamen- 
tary law, eminently qualified him for the duties of the chair. 
So satisfactory were his decisions upon the many difficult ques- 
tions which arose during the two sessions in which he served 
as Speaker, that they were in no instance reversed by the - 
Hfouse. Indeed, an appeal was never taken, except in a soli- 
tary case; and on that occasion, upon hearing his reasons and 
the authority cited in support of his decision, the judgment 
of the Chair was unanimously sustained,— the gentleman who 
took it voting against his own appeal. 

At the general election of 1849, Mr. Packer, having re- 
ceived the Democratic nomination for State Senator, in the 
district composed of the counties of Lycoming, Clinton, 
Centre, and Sullivan, was elected by a large majority over 
Andrew G. Curtin, who succeeded him in the Executive 
chair. Politically, at that time, the Senate was about equally 
divided, and at the two succeeding sessions the Whig party 
had the control. In that body, as was anticipated, he 
proved one of the most efficient members, and especially dis- 
tinguished himself on all questions relating to the improve- 
ment of the valley of the Susquehanna. Hitherto no rail- 
road had been authorized along that valley by which a close. 
North and South connection could be effected between 
Washington and Baltimore and the Great Lakes. Trade and 
travel were compelled to leave the route destined by nature 
for a great public highway, and pass over mountain chains 
or by circuitous routes, through other cities. The reason 
assigned for this unwise course was that the policy of Penn- 
sylvania was opposed to the building of roads leading across 
the line of its improvements and directly to cities of other 
States. Mr. Packer, in the session of 1851, met this question 
boldly, by introducing a bill to incorporate the Susquehanna 
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Railroad Company, with authority to construct a road con- 
necting with the York and Cumberland road at Bridgeport, 
opposite Harrisburg, or with the Pennsylvania road, on either 
side of the Susquehanna, or on the Juniata, and with the right 
and privilege to connect with both or either of said roads, and 
running through Halifax and Millersburg, in Dauphin County, 
to Sunbury, in Northumberland County ; and with the further 
privilege of extending the road from Sunbury to Williams- 
port, on the West Branch, and to Wilkesbarre, on the North 
Branch, of the Susquehanna. This project, so eminently 
proper in itself, but so repugnant to the policy theretofore 
pursued, was, of course, bitterly opposed. Finding that it 
could not be defeated by direct attack, bold attempts were 
made to destroy its effect by amendments. But all these 
efforts to embarrass and defeat the measure were firmly and ~ 
successfully resisted. The bill passed and became a law. 

At the same session, a bill was reported by the Senate 
committee of finance authorizing the assessment of a tax of 
twenty-five cents per ton on all freight, and fifteen cents on 
each passenger paying fare and passing over the York and 
Cumberland Railroad. As that road was but twenty-six 
miles in length, the tax proposed was almost prohibitory, and - 
was intended by its supporters to prevent trade and travel 
from leaving the valley of the Susquehanna and passing to 
Baltiinore —the York and Cumberland Railroad constituting 
a links in the chain of roads leading to that city. Mr. 
Packer’s speech, in opposition to that measure, delivered on 
the 21st of February, 1851, and reported by Wm. E. Drake, 
was a masterly effort. It was extensively republished, and 
produced a marked effect upon the public mind. It was con- 
clusive; and the friends of the bill were constrained to accept 
the same terms of taxation on the York and Cumberland, 
which were by law imposed upon the Pennsylvania railroads. 
The liberal and statesmanlike policy so successfully advocated 
by him on that occasion is not now questioned, and is ap- 
proved by none more heartily than by those who then 
opposed it with the greatest zeal. 
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When the three-hundred-dollar exemption law was passed, 
Mr. Packer was Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and gave it his cordial support. At the succeeding session, 
in presenting to the Senate a petition from a portion of his 
own constituency, asking for the repeal of the law, he an- 
nounced his fixed determination to resist the repeal, and in 
a speech upon that subject, feelingly remarked: “I would not 
permit the covetous and hard-hearted creditor to drive his 
unfortunate debtor, naked and penniless, out upon the cold 
charities of an inhospitable world. The laws that authorize 
such a procedure should be blotted from the pages of the 
statute books of every State in this Union. They are repug- 
nant to the spirit of the age, and revolting to humanity. 
Like the laws sanctioning imprisonment for debt, they 
should be repudiated by every philanthropic legislator; they 
should exist but in the history of the past—an obsolete idea. — 
It has been truly said, Mr. Speaker, that he who sells out the 
last little property of a wife and family of small children of 
a rash, heedless, or perhaps intemperate husband and father, 
and afterwards, with a cheerful countenance, goes home to 
dine, goes home to feast on human hearts. Sir, money thus 
obtained has a damning curse upon it.” 

He also supported, in both branches of the Legislature, 
the proposed amendment of the Constitution, authorizing the 
election of the judiciary by the people. 

On the organization of the Susquehanna Railroad Com-: 
pany, in June, 1852, Mr. Packer was made its first president ; 
and it was mainly through his exertions, aided by influential 
citizens of Baltimore, that that city, by its councils, decided 
to guarantee five hundred thousand dollars of the bonds of 
the York and Cumberland Railroad Company, which had 
been loaned to the Susquehanna Company. ‘This at once 
gave to the latter funds and a credit which ultimately secured 
the completion of the road to Sunbury. Subsequently, the 
Susquehanna, the York and Cumberland, and the Baltimore 
and Susquehanna Companies were consolidated under the 
title of the Northern Central Railway Company, and a dis- 
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tinguished Baltimorean was made its first president, Mr. 
Packer continuing a member of the board of directors. 

In 1854 the Legislature annulled the charter of the Frank- 
lin Canal Company and assumed the control of the railroad 
built by that company from the city of Erie to the Ohio State 
line, and Mr. Packer was appointed to take charge of the 
road while it was in the possession of the State. He entered 
upon those dutics, and continued to discharge them until the 
Lake Shore Railroad difficulties were finally and satisfactorily 
settled. 

For some years prior to the Presidential election of 1856, 
the Democracy of Pennsylvania had presented the name of 
James Buchanan for the first office of the nation, and to 
secure his nomination by the Cincinnati Convention of that 
year, great care was taken in the selection of delegates to 
represent the State in that body. Among those chosen was 
Mr. Packer, who labored earnestly to accomplish that object. 
Mr. Buchanan was nominated; and when the platform was 
reported to the convention, it so fully met the approval of 
Mr. Packer’s judgment that he moved its adoption “ without 
the crossing of a t or the dotting of an 1;” and his motion 
was unanimously carried. Gratified alike with the candidate 
and the platform, all his energies were devoted to their suc- 
cess; and his numerous speeches during that campaign 
contributed largely in producing the desired result. In this 
connection, it may be stated that he was also a delegate to 
the first Democratic National Convention, which assembled in 
Baltimore in 1835, and nominated Martin Van Buren for 
President, and Richard M. Johnson for Vice-President. 

In March, 1857, he was nominated for Governor, and 
though opposed by the Hon. David Wilmot, author of the 
“Wilmot Proviso,” who enjoyed a wide-spread reputation as 
a public speaker and a. politician, candidate of the Republi- 
cans, and by the Hon. Isaac Hazlehurst, candidate of the 
Native Americans, he was triumphantly elected, having a 
majority over both of more than fourteen thousand votes. 

At the period of his nomination for Governor, the political 
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question which overshadowed all others was, whether Kansas 
should be admitted into the Union with or without a con- 
stitutional recognition of slavery. A state of armed hostility 
existed between the inhabitants and the general Government, 
and the agents of the latter, for their safety, had been com- 
‘pelled to flee from the territory. In view of the bearing 
which the action of the national administration on this ques- 
tion must necessarily have upon the Pennsylvania election, 
then pending, Mr. Packer addressed a letter to President 
Buchanan, from which, though marked “ private,” the fol- 
lowing paragraphs may be made public without impropriety. 
It is dated, Harrisburg, March 24, 1857. ‘Our people,” he 
says, ‘confidently expect that your administration will see 
that equal and exact justice shall be done to all parties —the 
free-state as well as the pro-slavery men —and they will be 
satisfied with nothing short of that. We approve of the 
Kansas bill; but in God’s name let its provisions be honestly 
carried out; let the law be faithfully executed. Let the con- 
duct of the public agents in Kansas not only le right, but let 
it appear to be right. If slavery should be instituted by, or 
under a slave-holding Executive, and Kansas should claim 
admission as a slave State, it does not require a prophet to 
foretell the consequences north of Mason and Dixon’s line. 
~The Democratic party, which has stood by the Constitution 
and the rights of the South with such unflinching fidelity, 
would be stricken down in the few remaining States where 
it is yet in the ascendancy; the balance of power would be 
lost; and Black Republicans would rule this nation, or civil 
war and disunion would inevitably follow. What, then, is to 
be done? Will you permit me to make a suggestion? The 
post of honor and renown, if successfully and satisfactorily 
filled, at this moment in the gift of the President, is the Gov- 
ernorship of Kansas. Send one of the first men of the nation 
there— some gentleman who enjoys the confidence of the 
North and the South — and let him cover himself with glory 
by a fearless and a faithful discharge of the duties of his sta- 
tion. Sustain him, then, with the whole power of the Govern- 
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ment, and follow with swift vengeance any party that dares 
to raise a hand against the law or its prompt and faithful exe- 
cution. The time for trifling is past. Bold, efficient action 
is required. To waver or to vacillate, is to fail. Who, then, 
should be appointed? If General Scott would accept of the 
position, and if the duties are compatible with those of the 
military station he now holds, I answer, appoint General 
Winfield Scott. Ie has the confidence of the nation. He 
is acceptable to the South, having been born and reared in 
Virginia; and he is not unacceptable to the North, inasmuch 
as he now resides there.. If requested by the President, in 
view of the importance of the mission, I do not think that 
he would decline. Ilowever, let some such man be appointed 
—some man well known to the American people, and in 
whom they confide, and the result will be the same. All will 
be well. Otherwise, I tremble for the result.” 

Tlis official action on national questions which, during his 
Executive term, seriously threatened the dissolution of the 
Union, and which ultimately involved the country in civil 
war, forms so important a part of the record of that eventful 
crisis, as it relates to Pennsylvania, that it is due to the truth 
of history, as well as to Governor Packer’s memory, to pre- 
sent some extracts from his annual messages, in which the 
whole subject was discussed. Throughout his administration 
he was the firm advocate of the doctrine of popular sovereignty 
—the right of the people of the States and Territories to 
form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own 
way, subject only to the Constitution of the United States. 
In his inaugural address he said: “ To the people of Penn- 
sylvania the admission of a new State into the Union — into 
chat confederacy of which she is a member — must be at all 
times a subject of high interest. And I believe I express 
their sentiments, as well as my own, in declaring that all the 
qualified electors of a territory should have a full and fair 
opportunity to participate in selecting delegates to form a 
constitution preparatory to admission as a State, and, if de- 
sired by them, they should also be allowed an unqualified 
right to vote upon such constitution after it is framed.” 
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In his annual message to the Legislature, in January, 1859, 
referring to his inaugural address, he said: ‘ Subsequent 
events have confirmed me in these sentiments. The de- 
plorable disputes in the first session of the present Congress, 
the popular excitement resulting from those disputes, together 
with other proceedings, in their nature novel and alarming, 
would all have been averted, had the people been secured in 
‘the unqualified right’ to vote upon their domestic institu- 
tions. I regret to be compelled to say that, under various 
pretences, this sacred franchise has been virtually withheld 
from them. During the angry feelings which this contro- 
versy has aroused, the theory has been started, and insisted 
upon, that it will henceforward be the duty of Congress to 
protect slavery in the territories, if the people of the terri- 
tories shall fail todo so. . . . Such a doctrine, no matter how 
sanctioned or supported, will shake the very pillars of our 
constitutional fabric. It would compel every territory to 
elevate property in slaves above every other description of 
property, and to establish a slave code in its early municipal 
regulations; or else it would convert the Congress into a 
theatre of crimination and confusion, and fill the whole 
country with strife. .. . Regarding myself as fully commit- 
ted to the doctrine of popular sovereignty in its broadest 
sense, I can never subscribe to the theory of congressional 
intervention, as understood and supported by the opponents 
of this doctrine. ... A theory equally heretical has been 
advanced in another portion of the Union. It has been held 
that this government, divided into free and slave States, as it 
was framed by our revolutionary fathers, cannot endure, — 
that all must become free, or all become slave. When such 
a doctrine shall be enforced, the constitution will have been 
subverted, State sovereignty prostrated, State rights disre- 
garded, and the liberty of the people destroyed. It should 
meet an indignant rebuke from every lover of his country, 
and the blood-bought right of the people and the States to 
self-government.” 

In the fall of 1859, “John Brown’s raid” was made into 
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Virginia. In his annual message to the Legislature, in Jan- 
uary, 1860, Governor Packer thus refers to that subject: 
“The recent seizure of the public property of the United 
States at Harper’s Ferry, and the invasion of the State of 
Virginia, by a small band of desperadoes, with an intention 
to excite the slave population to insurrection, have drawn 
attention to the dangers which beset our federal relations. 
. .. To us, as Pennsylvanians, it is gratifying to believe that 
the citizens of this Commonwealth have not, in any manner, 
participated in this unlawful proceeding, and to know that 
when some of the guilty perpetrators were arrested within 
our jurisdiction, they were promptly surrendered to the 
justice of the offended and injured State. The several 
States of this Union are independent sovereignties, except 
so far as they have granted certain enumerated powers to the 
Federal government. In cases not provided for in the Federal 
Constitution, the several States, in their relations to each 
other, ought to be governed by the principles which regulate 
the conduct of civilized nations. These principles forbid, in 
all nations, ‘every evil practice tending to excite disturbance 
in another State,’ and are founded on the maxim that ‘ dif- 
ferent nations ought, in time of peace, to do one another all 
the good they can, without prejudicing their real interests.’ 
This maxim, recognized by all civilized governments, applies 
with peculiar force to the several States of this Union, bound 
together, as they are, by a sacred compact for mutual support 
and protection; and, therefore, any attempt in one State to 
incite insurrection in another is an offence against all the 
States, because all are bound by the Constitution to put down 
such disturbance. ... In determining our relative duties 
cowards our sister States, the morality of servitude is not an 
open question, for we are bound by the legal and moral 
ebligation of the compact of the Union, under which we 
have been brought into existence and preserved as inde- 
pendent States, as well as by the principles of international 
law, to respect the institutions which the laws of the several 
States recognize, and in no other way can we faithfully fulfil 
our obligations as members of this confederacy.” 
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Governor Packer’s official term closed in January, 1861. 
South Carolina, by its Convention, lad just passed a seces- 
sion ordinance. In his last Annual Message to the Legisla- 
ture, referring to this momentous subject, he said: ‘The 
extraordinary and alarming condition of our national affairs 
demands your immediate attention. On the twentieth of 
December last, the Convention of South Carolina, organized — 
under the authority of the Legislature of that State, by a 
unanimous vote declared ‘that the Union now subsisting 
between South Carolina and the other States, under the name 
of the United States of America, is hereby dissolved;’ and 
the action already taken in several other Southern States 
indicates, most clearly, their intention to follow this example. 
On behalf of the advocates of secession, it is claimed, that 
this Union is merely a compact between the several States 
composing it, and that any one of the States, which may feel 
aggrieved, may, at its pleasure, declare that it will no longer 
be a party to the compact. This doctrine is clearly erroneous. 
The Constitution of the United States is something more than 
a mere compact, or agreement, between the several States. 
As applied to nations, a compact is but a treaty, which may 
be abrogated at the will of either party; responsible to the 
other party for its bad faith in refusing to keep its engage- 
ments, but entirely irresponsible to any superior tribunal. A 
government, on the other hand, whether created by consent, 
or conquest, when clothed with legislative, judicial, and exec- 
utive powers, is necessarily in its nature sovereign; and from 
this sovereignty flows its right to enforce its laws and decrees 
by civil process, and, in an emergency, by its military and 
naval power. The government owes protection to the people, 
and they, in turn, owe it their allegiance. Its laws cannot be 
violated by its citizens, without accountability to the tribu- 
nals created to enforce its decrees and to punish offenders. 
Organized resistance to it, is rebellion. If successful, it may 
be purged of crime by revolution. If unsuccessful, the per- 
sons engaged in the rebellion may be executed as traitors. 
The Government of the United States, within the limits 
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assigned to it, is as potential in sovereignty as any other 
government in the civilized world. The Constitution, and 
laws made in pursuance thereof, are expressly declared to be 
the supreme law of the land. Under the Constitution, the 
general Government has the power to raise and support 
armies, to create and maintain a navy, and to provide for 
calling forth the militia, to execute its laws, suppress insur- 
rection and repel invasion..... The creation of the Federal 
government, with the powers enumerated in the Constitution, 
was the act of the people of the United States, and it is per- 
fectly immaterial that the people of the several States acted 
separately within the territorial limits of each State. The 
form of their action is of no consequence, in view of the fact 
that they created a Federal government, to which they sur- 
rendered certain powers of sovereignty, and declared those 
powers, thus surrendered, to be supreme, without reserving 
to the States, or to the people, the right of secession, nullifi- 
cation, or other resistance. It is therefore clear, that there 
is no Constitutional right of secession. Secession is only an- 
other form of nullification. Either, when attempted to be 
carried out by force, is rebellion, and should be treated as 
such, by those whose sworn duty it isto maintain the suprem- 
acy of the Constitution and laws of the United States.” 

After reviewing at length the causes which had produced 
the perilous disaffection both North and South, Governor 
Packer concluded his Message by recommending a com- 
promise of existing difficulties, either by a Constitutional 
amendment, to be submitted by Congress, or by a National 
convention of delegates emanating from the people them- 
selves. 

At the close of Governor Packer’s administration, owing 
to declining health, he retired from public life, and returned 
with his family to his former home in the city of Williams- 
port, where, honored and beloved by all, he died on the 27th 
of September, 1870, at the age of sixty-three. In stature, he 
was above the ordinary size, being six feet in height, and 
weighing, while Governor, two hundred and twenty-five 
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pounds. He had blue eyes, chestnut-brown hair, a fair com- 
plexion, and a capacious forehead, indicating great intellec- 
tual power. [lis address was frank, open and cordial, and 
his conversational powers pleasing and attractive. As a 
public speaker he had few equals—never failing to attract 
large audiences, and to command the most profound attention. 
Through life he was thoroughly democratic in his principles. 
Springing from the people, he was no empty talker about 
names and forms, but an energetic actor, always ready to do 
battle for their rights, and opposing with unflinching firm- 
ness every form of intolerance, whether political or religious. 
Looking to the people as the legitimate source of all political 
authority, he was ever ready to trust them with every power 


consistent with representative government. 
29 
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ANDREW G. CURTIN, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1838. 
January 15, 1861, to January 15, 1867. 


Slee Rebellion of 1861 brought great labors and responsi- 
bilities to the Executives of all the loyal States. It was 
a period when the exalted patriotism and devoted service of 
the boldest hearts were put to trying tests. Great armies were 
to be raised and marshalled, and inspired with enthusiasm 
for the national cause, from a population long given to peace- 
ful pursuits, and ignorant of, and averse to the business of 
war. The productive energies of the country were to be pre- 
served from languishing, and the means of carrying on a long 
and wasting contest to be provided. It fell to the lot of the 
subject of this sketch to come to the Executive chair just as 
hostilities were opening, and he occupied it until the smoke 
of the conflict had cleared away, and the veterans from many 
a hard-fought field and lonely bivouac fire, with banners 
streaming in triumph, came marching home. He came to 
that chair with the bloom of youth on his cheek, and a step 
elastic from the pulsations of health; he left it with a face on 
which were graved the lines of care, and a head grown pre- 
maturely gray. Posterity will not suffer the memory of such 
to fade. 

Andrew Gregg Curtin was born on the 22d of April, 1817, 
at the village of Bellefonte, Centre County, Pennsylvania. 
His father, Roland Curtin, had settled there in 1800, having 
emigrated to this country from Ireland in 1793. He first en- 
gaged in business as a merchant; but in a limited way, for 
the population was then sparse, and in that wild, mountainous 


region the only means of transportation was by pack-horses. 
450 
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In 1867 he erected a forge on Bald Eagle Creek, about four 
miles from Bellefonte, and in 1817, a furnace, where shortly 
after he removed with his family. With a single exception, 
that of General Philip Benner, his was the first manufactory 
of iron established in all that region, and in this business he 
continued until his death, which occurred in 1851, and his 
sons after him to the present time. He was a man of consid- 
erable literary attainments, having been educated in Paris, 
where he was sent at the age of eighteen. He was twice 
married; the second time to a daughter of Andrew Gregg, 
for many years a member of Congress, a United States Sen- 
ator, Secretary of State under Governor Heister, and candi- 
date for Governor in opposition to John Andrew Shulze. 

The subject of this sketch was one of seven children by the 
second marriage. He was first taught in his native village, _ 
where Mr. Brown, a man of learning and culture, was em- 
ployed to instruct a dozen or more boys, and where, among 
others, he was associated with Roland Curtin Boileau, since 
remarkably successful as a merchant of Meadville. He was 
afterwards sent to a school under the charge of Dr. Keagy at — 
Harrisburg, and was finally placed in a widely celebrated 
institution at Milton, of which the Rev. Dr. Kirkpatrick was 
principal, where he finished his academic education. He 
then returned to Bellefonte, where he commenced the study 
of law in the office of William W. Potter, afterwards a mem- 
ber of Congress from that district. Attracted by the fame of 
Dickinson College, which at this period had a law department 
in a flourishing condition, Mr. Curtin was matriculated in the 
latter, where he became a pupil of Judge Reed, who was 
regarded as one of the ablest lawyers in the State. 

In 1839 he was admitted to the bar in Centre County, and 
commenced practice at Bellefonte, in partnership with John 
Blanchard, an eminent lawyer and afterwards member of 
Congress. At the very opening of his career he took a lead- 
ing rank in his profession. Of commanding presence, and 
ready elocution, he was able, from his well-stored mind, to 
hold the attention alike of judge and jury. Possessed of 
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exuberant spirits, and a keen sense for wit and humor, he 
was often able, by a few master-strokes of ridicule, to make 
what seemed in his opponent’s case to be plausible, appear 
utterly indefensible. In criminal cases he was especially 
successful, and it was before a jury in such causes that his 
power was most conspicuous, and in conducting which he 
took great delight. 

His tastes and training admirably qualified him for the po- 
litical arena, and he early entered it embracing the principles 
of the Whig party of that day, of which he soon became a 
most successful advocate. In 1840 he labored for the ele- 
vation of General Harrison to the Presidency, and in 1844 
made a successful canvass of the State for Henry Clay, ex- 
citing great enthusiasm wherever he appeared. In 1848 he 
was placed upon the electoral ticket and contributed largely 
in raising and maintaining that tide of enthusiasm which 
carried the hero of the first Mexican campaign to the Presi- 
dential chair. He performed a like office for General Scott 
in 1852, serving again upon the electoral ticket. 

In 1854 he was strongly urged to accept the nomination 
for Governor, but refused, and took instead the laboring oar 
in securing the election of his friend James Pollock, acting 
as chairman of the State central committee of the party, con- 
ducting the canvass with unexampled energy and zeal, and 
with the most flattering success. Recognizing his eminent 
qualifications for the position, Governor Pollock appointed 
him Secretary of the Commonwealth, a post of signal honor 
and responsibility, as in addition to the duty of Secretary 
proper, he was ex-officio superintendent of Common Schools. 
In the discharge of the duties of the latter office he took a 
special pride, and labored zealously. It was at a period when 
important changes were being engrafted upon the common- 
school system, and before it had become firmly rooted in the 
affections of the people. Previous to this time the super- 
vision of the schools in many parts of the State was lax, and 
the uses of the public money were often very questionable, 
favorites of those who had its custody often creeping into the 
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position of teacher with little fitness for the place. County 
superintendents had just then been chosen for the first time 
whose duty it was to examine and certify to the qualifications 
of teachers; and no one could be employed without such 
certificate. They were also to visit the schools, and annually 
to report the manner in which moneys had been expended. 
The people in many parts of the State, ever regarding with 
jealous eye'the creation of new offices, looked with distrust 
upon the County Superintendency; and dishonest officials who 
are usually loudest in their cry for reform, saw in it the ruin 
of their system of ill-gotten gains. Joined to these causes of 
disquiet, in many counties an unfortunate choice of officers 
was made, and in others inadequate salaries were voted, thus 
crippling the services of good officers. It is not strange, 
therefore, that considerable opposition was manifested to this 
feature, and indeed to the whole school system. But by the 
indefatigable labors of Secretary Curtin, and his able and 
zealous deputy, Henry C. Hickok, it was preserved in its 
integrity until the new features could take root, and com- 
mend themselves by their fruits to the sober judgment of the 
people. To the steady hand of these officials in this trying 
period is due one of the most important agencies in making 
common-school education efficient in Pennsylvania. 

In his annual report of 1855, after recounting the numerous 
evils which had existed previous to the establishment of the 
County Superintendency and other provisions of the law of 
1854, he says: “It is not surprising that, as these abuses were 
beyond the reach of individual effort, and grew as a conse- 
quence out of the defects of the system itself, all who could 
afford it carefully withheld their children from the common 
schools.” Turning to a contemplation of the happy changes 
which had been produced by the establishment of the County 
Superintendency in the same report, he says: ‘It has ef- 
fected a useful adjustment of the business operations of the 
boards of directors in correcting the deranged state of their 
finances, and in many instances in recovering money of the 
schools overlooked or supposed to be lost. It has elevated 
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the profession and established more uniformity in the char 
acter and qualifications of teachers in theory and generally in 
practice; the incompetent and unworthy have been rejected, 
while the door has been opened wide for the admission of 
the meritorious and qualified, and a stimulus has been given 
to study and self-improvement. It is the great medium of 
connection between the Department and the schools; and, 
while it has produced unity and harmony of action between 
them, it has secured to the system power and efficiency hith- 
erto unattainable.” 

But, while he thus rejoiced in the improvements in the 
organic law which had been achieved, and the good results 
ah they were producing, he plainly saw that one element 
of strength and prosperity was still wanting, and deeply 
lamented the defect. ‘ The leading feature,” he says, “ of 
every report emanating from this Deparadent to the Legis- 
lature for twenty years, is the want of a sufficient number of 
well-qualified teachers...... No substitute for a regular 
professional training, extending through years, and embrac- 
ing a complete course of study m all the branches necessary 
to illustrate those directly taught in the schools, can make the 
perfect teacher.” 

That the Legislature might have some definite object for 
which to labor, in concluding his remarks upon the subject 
of training teachers, in his report of the following year, he 
portrays the features of a system of Normal Schools adapted 
to the wants of the State, and urges its consideration with 
great warmth and earnestness. ‘A combination of the best 
elements of the State and the private school, and at the same 
time an avoidance of their disadvantages, might be obtained 
by the enactment of a law of which the following 1s a synop- 
sis: — The State to be divided into ten or more Normal 
School Districts, each to contain one school —the establish- 
ment, government, powers and duties of the schools to be uni- 
form in all the districts, and to be regulated by the general 
provisions of the law. The schools to be erected and gov- 
erned in accordance with the general law, by private but as- 
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sociate enterprise, to contain halls, class-rooms, and apparatus, 
with a school of practice, and the necessary facilities of jn- 
struction, for not less than three hundred students each; and 
only to be recognized as schools for the training of teachers 
under the law, when completed, in conformity to all its pro- 
visions, after inspection by the Governor, or such other officer 
as the Legislature may please to designate. The course and 
term of study to be arranged by the joint action of the pro- 
per public authorities, and the principals of all the schools. 
Each Normal School to receive one or two students annually 
from each common-school district, at a price for tuition to be 
fixed by the law, and to be paid either by the State or the 
district. Such 6tudents to be designated by the directors of 
the proper district, from among its most meritorious and 
best prepared pupils desirous of acquiring the art and science 
of teaching. Examinations to he made, and diplomas 
granted, by all the principals of the district normal schools, 
with the concurrence and aid of the proper State officers. 
Such diplomas to be conclusive evidence of the degree of 
scholarship specified in them; but no certificate of compe- 
tency in the art of teaching to be given, until after two years 
successful practical experience, certified by the directors, by 
whom he or she was employed, and by the County oS 
tendent of the proper district.” 

At the session of the Legislature delenstis that to which 
this report was made, a law was passed embodying the iden- 
tical provisions here recommended. It was the crowning 
excellence of the admirable system of education with which 
the State is blessed. Already in eight of the districts pro- 
fessional schools have been established, or are in process of 
being established, presided over by able and learned pro- 
fessors, and filled with an aspiring and intelligent corps of 
young men and women in training for the office of teacher, 
an honor to the Commonwealth and the chief glory of the 
Common School system. 

At the expiration of his term as Secretary, Mr. Curtin re- 
sumed the practice of the law at his old home in Bellefonte, 

























































































i Acapod cults olds. mobo 940" — ) 















































































































: ‘a i 0 ai ae. a 


at to soitilioat ren 
has ¢ tose etsobuda beabaud 
atodosod to gateinst odt wh sloodos en boximge 1 
ot, ah lie ot ytiarschuos, Ab botoiqnos ini ral 6 bin 
sooifto rodto doua so oateroR edi yd cofteoqent 19: as 
bas ownmoo oT. .otacrginob oh oanolq: torn onoulcgli +a ee 


eon ot Yo molten datoj-edt yd begaaria ed ot Uitte to sot a 4 a 
| loodue edt ils to elaqgioninq edi haw eoitivortinn’ ‘oifdteg! eq E. 


v esonn ebnobada owl 10 900 ovieset of loodeti inno Ml domtt 
ad of noiting sot soing ate doiiteil loodoenomteros done nott 
adt 10 otnt@ odt yd nodtio. biaqyed of bas ywol ot yd boxk 
to atotvorth odt yd bodewgieoh od os atmebuld dow soba 
Dae aporod hace, Jeo Bie qcroonm \rvoth’ dotath roger | ‘odt | 
soitoina bara 340 ¢ odd qatiinpos te avotiash aliqag: o's aod 
semolgih bas obaar od od snoftanicnmedl  -yatih willy ee 
cloodoa Lamtoa toiteib odd to auqioniiy odd Ie yd bodx Be Pay 
otto. o30t2 reqorq ont to bin ban gO MOISII09 wil Hong 
io aorgely edt to soagbive oviamlomoo od et adorolqib i 6 | 
-oqnaoe ‘to ateoitiheas on judy ited ab Boitooge’ qiietal - | 
mrhoy ow! tots liter wraviy: add ol giidonet to ta odd af 
yd sroiooib ot yd holtitxs eonsinagqzs lavitoaiq: itfteapooua 
-atvoqua yiasoO) oul. al bow eemehien enw ada 40 od modw 
co" sober req ‘ait ‘to inebisy 
dali: ob + dod, _gniwollat erastabgigenl od jo mofense ont tA 
“tobi oil gciybodar beaaaq caw wal » obwo enw dogo 
gilawowp ou} gar, ai bobuonsenoost’ over aooiel 
doidw dtiw soltwonbe wo mmadeya sidatinnbe oi Xe | 
“OF ntointei ont Yo.tdgia ani whootlA \boaasld ak 
to eaooory ai ow to boduilderae nwo oval loon 
























456 GOVERNORS UNDER CONSTITUTION OF 1838. 


and was active and influential in promoting the opening of 
lines of railway leading into the central part of the State. 
In 1860, he was nominated as a candidate for Governor. 
Though the Democratic party in the nation was divided, sup- 
porting Breckinridge and Douglas for President, it rallied 
in Pennsylvania with great unanimity to the support of 
Henry D. Foster. The contest was an animated one, the 
canvass being conducted on both sides with great energy and 
ability. Mr. Curtin spoke in nearly every county in the Com- 
monwealth, often addressing assemblies in two or three places 
in a single day. Ile everywhere attracted large audiences, 
and created great enthusiasm in his favor, especially among 
the young men. He was elected by a majority of over thirty- 
two thousand votes, much larger than the most sanguine of 
his friends had anticipated, considering that his immediate 
predecessor, of opposite politics, had been chosen by a large 
majority. The struggle had been intensified by the fact that 
a Presidential election was to follow in less than a month, 
and Pennsylvania was regarded as the battle-ground where 
the contest was to be decided. After the gubernatorial de- 
cision had been pronounced, there was no longer any doubt 
about the result in November, the choice of Mr. Lincoln 
being generally conceded. 

Governor Curtin was called to the Gubernatorial chair ata 
time when the gravest problems ever presented to American 
statesmanship were to be solved. The geographical position 
of the State added to its overshadowing political importance, 
made the duties of the Executive peculiarly responsible and 
perplexing. Separated from the Slave States by a merely 
imaginary line, and looked to from both the North and the 
South, to exhaust its great moral and political power to avert 
war, every expression from its government was awaited with 
profound interest. It was under such circumstances that 
Governor Curtin was called to speak for Pennsylvania in his 
inaugural address of January, 1861. He spoke with words 
of deliberation, decision, and wisdom, and made a record of 
statesmanship that stood the severe test of years of bloody 
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and wasting war. The conflict obliterated old and sacred 
landmarks in political teaching; but the relations of the 
States to each other, and the duties of patriotism as pro- 
claimed by him in his first official utterance, remain un- 
changed, and are indorsed throughout the North. In that 
address he said: ‘‘ No one who knows the history of Pennsyl- 
vania, and understands the opinions and feelings of her peo- 
ple, can justly charge us with hostility to our brethren of 
other States. We regard them as friends and fellow-country- 
men, in whose welfare we feel a kindred interest; and we 
recognize in their broadest extent all our constitutional obli- 
gations to them. These we are ready and willing to observe, 
generously and fraternally in their letter and spirit, with 
unswerving fidelity. : 

‘‘ Ours is a national government.« It has within the sphere 
of its action all the attributes of sovereignty, and among these 
are the right and duty of self-preservation. It is based upon 
a compact to which all the people of the United States are 
parties. It is the result of mutual concessions, which were 
made for the purpose of securing reciprocal benefits. It acts 
directly on the people, and they owe it a personal allegiance. 
No part of the people, no State, nor combination of States, 
can voluntarily secede from the Union, nor absolve them- 
selves from their obligations to it. To permit a State to with- 
draw at pleasure from the Union, without the consent of the 
rest, is to confess that our Government is a failure. Penn- 
sylvania can never acquiesce in such a conspiracy, nor assent to 
a doctrine which involves the destruction of the Government. 
If the Government is to exist, all the requirements of the 
Constitution must be obeyed; and it must have power ade- 
quate to the enforcement of the supreme law of the land in 
every State. It is the first duty of the national authorities 
to stay the progress of anarchy and enforce the laws, and 
Pennsylvania, with a united people, will give them an honest, 
faithful and active support. The people mean to preserve the 
integrity of the national Union at every hazard.” 

Again, on the 80th of April, when the Legislature met in 
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extraordinary session in obedience to his proclamation, to 
provide for the public defence, he said: “The time is past 
for temporizing or forbearing with this rebellion, the most 
causeless in history. The North has not invaded, nor hag 
she sought to invade a single guaranteed right of the South. 
On the contrary, all political parties, and all administrations, 
have fully recognized the binding force of every provision of 
the great compact between the States, and regardless of our 
views of State policy, our people have respected them. To 
predicate a rebellion, therefore, upon any alleged wrong, 
inflicted or sought to be inflicted upon the South, is to offer 
falsehood as an apology for treason. So will the civilized 
world and history judge this mad effort to overthrow the 
most beneficent structure of human government ever devised 
by man. 

‘‘The leaders of the rebellion in the cotton States which 
has resulted in the establishment of a provisional organiza- 
tion, assuming to discharge all the functions of governmental 
power, have mistaken the forbearance of the general Gov- 
ernment; they have accepted a fraternal indulgence as an 
evidence of weakness, and have insanely looked to a united 
South, and a divided North to give success to the wild ambi- 
tion that has led to the seizure of our national arsenals and 
arms; the investment and bombardment of our forts, the 
plundering of our mints, has invited piracy upon our com- 
merce, and now aims at the possession of the National capi- 
tal. ‘The insurrection must now be met by force of arms; 
and to re-establish the Government upon an enduring basis, 
by asserting its entire supremacy ; to re-possess the forts and 
other Government property so unlawfully seized and held; 
to insure personal freedom and safety to the people and com- 
merce of the Union in every section, the people of the loyal 
States demand, as with one voice, and will contend for, as 
with one heart; and a quarter of a million of Pennsylvania’s 
sons will answer the call to arms, if need be, to wrest us from 
a reign of anarchy and plunder, and secure for themselves 
and their children, for ages to come, the perpetuity of this 
Government and its beneficent institutions.” 
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The concluding paragraph of his message is in the follow- 
ing truly eloquent and patriotic language: | ) 

“You meet together at this special season, surrounded by 
circumstances involving the most solemn responsibilities; the 
recollections of the glories of the past, the reflections of the 
gloomy present, and the uncertainty of the future, all alike call 
upon you to discharge your duty in a spirit of patriotic cour- 
age, comprehensive wisdom, and firm resolution. Never inthe 
history of our peace-loving Commonwealth have the hearts 
of our people been so stirred in their depths as at the present 
moment. And I feel that I need hardly say to you that, in 
the performance of your duties on this occasion, and in pro- 
viding the ways and means for the maintenance of our coun- 
try’s glory and our integrity as a nation, you should be in- - 
spired by feelings of self-sacrifice kindred to those which | 
animate the brave men who have devoted their lives to the 
perils of the battle-field in defence of our nation’s flag. 

‘“¢ Gentlemen, I place the honor of the State in your hands. 
And I pray that the Almighty God, who protected our fathers 
in their efforts to establish this our great constitutional liberty 
— who has controlled the growth of civilization and Chris- 
tianity in our midst, may not now forsake us; that He may 
watch over your counsels, and may, in his Providence, lead 
those who have left the path of duty, and are acting in open 
rebellion to the Government, back again to perfect loyalty, 
and restore peace, harmony, and fraternity to our distracted 
country.” 

In the meantime communication between the loyal States 
and the National capital had been cut off by the revolt in 
Baltimore. The portion of troops required from Pennsyl- 
vania under the President’s proclamation of the 165th of April 
had been promptly’furnished, and many more were offering 
their services. General Patterson, who had been assigned to 
command in the State, by reason of the interruption of com- 
munication with his government and chief, called upon Gov- 
ernor Curtin for twenty-five thousand additional troops. He 
at once issued his proclamation, and the response surpassed 
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all expectation. From every part of the State men came 
singly, in squads and in companies, and the requisition was 
in rapid process of being filled, when, upon the re-opening 
of communication through Baltimore with Washington, an 
order was received from the Secretary of War, revoking 
General Patterson’s requisition, for. the reason, as stated, that 
the troops were not needed, and that less than the number 
already called for would be preferred to an excess. 

But Governor Curtin better understood the magnitnde of 
the impending conflict, and he resolved to prepare for it 
according to his appreciation of the public danger. Witha 
long line of southern border exposed to the sudden incur- 
sions of the enemy, and the National army composed of only 
three-months’ men, and likely even with these to be outnum- 
bered in the field, he determined not to rely upon the mis- 
taken conceptions of the National authorities for the protec- 
tion of the State. Thousands of men were already in camp, 
or were on their way, their services having been accepted, 
when the order of revocation was received. Governor Cur- 
tin, instead of disbanding them, directed that they preserve 
their organization, and immediately applied to the Legisla- 
ture for authority to form a corps of thirteen regiments of 
infantry, one of cavalry, and one of artillery, to be organized 
and equipped by the State, to be subject to. the call of the Na- 
tional Government if needed, and to be at all times in readi- 
ness for immediate service. The requisite authority was 
granted, though not without opposition from those who sym- 
pathized in the opinions of the Washington authorities that 
the danger would be soon passed, and the result was the 
organization of the afterwards famous Pennsylvania Reserve 
Corps. Before its formation was entirely completed, the wis- 
dom and patriotism of the Governor in recommending it 
were vindicated ; for there came from the Secretary, who a 
few weeks before had refused to sanction the raising of more 
troops because they were not needed, a pressing appeal to 
have the Reserves sent forward with all possible dispatch to 
the capital; and when before the disasters at Bull Run the 
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nation stood appalled, and the capital was exposed to the 
attacks of the enemy, Pennsylvania had a military force well 
organized and equipped for the field to march at once to 
strengthen and reinspire the Union Army. 

The reputation of the State for promptness in furnishing 
troops when called for by the National Government, was thus 
maintained throughout the entire period of the struggle. 
While thus zealous in the nation’s cause, he was mindful 
also that Pennsylvania was an empire in itself, and that its 
vast wealth and resources were constantly tempting the 
enemy to devastate it. He never asked that the armies in 
the field should be diminished to protect the State, or main- 
tain its authority; but while promptly forwarding troops to 
the front as fast as called for, he was always anxious to raise 
forces for local protection in addition to these. In 1864 he 
had just completed the organization of five thousand men for 
the defence of the southern border; but the disasters which 
overtook General Hunter in the upper Shenandoah Valley 
rendered necessary that they should be sent to the relief of 
his shattered army. The border being thus stripped of de- 
fenders, the enemy made a sudden incursion and laid in ruins 
the town of Chambersburg. 

Governor Curtin’s administration was likewise conspicuous 
for the beneficent and merciful policy adopted to temper the 
terrible scourge of war. He was ceaseless in his devotion to 
the interests and the wants of those whom the State had 
given for the national defence. He went to the field, and 
visited them in their camps, — not with pomp and ceremony, 
but to encourage them by personal intercourse. In the hos- 
pital he solaced the dying, gave words of hope to the wounded 
and suffering, and bore messages of affection to and from 
loved ones at home. No letter from a soldier at the front, 
whether officer or private, was ever received without being 
promptly answered. It mattered not how impossible was the 
request, if it could not be granted, the reason of the refusal 
was kindly told. In every time of suffering and discourage 
ment the soldier felt that he who represented the power and 
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majesty of the Commonwealth at home was mindful of him. 
Wherever were sickness, or wounds, or death, there was the 
official agent of the State to perform every duty to the living 
and the last rites to the dead. The bodies of the deceased 
were brought back to sleep with their kindred, and their 
names enrolled in the lists of the martyred patriots. 

Nor was the solicitude of the Governor confined to the 
soldier. He beheld his family broken, and left without 
support and protection by his death. The desolate hearth- 
stone and the moans of the bereaved excited his sym- 
pathy, and he applied himself vigorously to the originating 
of a system of care and instruction for the orphans of the 
fallen slain,. which should make the State their guardian and 
supporter until of sufficient age to provide for themselves. 
He was successful in his humane and patriotic endeavors. 
The Legislature gave an attentive ear to his appeals, and 
has voted liberally millions of money for this worthy object. 
The fruits of this expenditure will be most abundant. A 
body of well-instructed and morally trained young men and 
women will be given to the Commonwealth, instead of an 
equal number of the offspring of ignorance and want, which 
would almost inevitably have been the result had they been 
left to neglect. Besides, it was a just debt which the State 
owed to the brave men who had fallen in its defence that 
their children should be cared for at its expense. 

At the laying of the corner-stone of one of the institutions 
established for their education, that at McAllisterville, pre- 
sided over by Colonel George F. McFarland, himself a 
maimed soldier, one of the speakers on that occasion said: 
“ Amid the vicissitudes of the camp, and the march, and the 
carnage of the battle-field, many of them fell never more to 
return to their homes, to their friends, and to their once 
happy families. The children of many of these fallen patriots 
were left without either father or mother, and often with no 
one to care for or protect them. Ignorant of a mother’s love, 
and robbed of a father’s tender care, the cry of the orphan 
appealed for pity; and, thanks to a kind Providence, the ear 
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of one man in Pennsylvania was not heavy. That man was 
Governor Curtin! He whose sympathies were the first to be 
touched, and whose generous nature first responded to the 
cry, was our honored Chief Magistrate. He first conceived 
the idea of making the orphans of the soldiers the children 
of the State! And through evil report and through good 
report, he has clung to that idea with a lion-hearted resolu- 
tion, until he has seen his plan successfully consummated. 
For his arduous and patriotic labors during the past six years, 
and for his many services to the State, the name of Andrew 
G. Curtin will be illustrious in its annals. But when, in the 
fulness of his years, he shall be laid in an honored grave, no 
prouder line will be found inscribed upon his tombstone than 
this: ‘He MADE THE ORPHANS OF THE SOLDIERS THE CHILDREN 
OF THE StaTE!’” 

In 1868, Governor Curtin was, from his arduous labors, 
broken in health, and was compelled to give himself, for 
weeks ata time, to the exclusive care of an eminent physi- 
cian in New York. President Lincoln, appreciating his ser- 
vices, and recognizing the necessity of a change of climate 
and employment, formally tendered him a first-class Foreign 
Mission, which the Governor signified his willingness to 
accept when his term should expire. But in the meantime 
he was nominated for re-election; and relinquishing his in- 
tention of going abroad, he accepted the call of his fellow- 


citizens, and again entered upon the canvass. Thousands of 


voters were beyond the limits of the Commonwealth, facing 
a still defiant foe; but they generally favored the re-election 
of Governor Curtin; and few letters were dispatched by them 
to friends at home that did not contain appeals to support the 
man who was generally known at the front as the “ Soldier’s 
Friend.” He was re-elected by a majority of over fifteen 
thousand votes. 

In 1864, Governor Curtin was so much reduced by sick- 
ness that his life was despaired of; and in November of that. 
year he was ordered by his physicians to spend the severe 
winter months in Cuba, and thither he sailed. President 
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Johnson tendered him a Foreign Mission, but he felt that he 
could not accept it without compromising his position before 
the people, and he declined. In 1867, he was a prominent 
candidate for the United States Senate, where a large circle 
of his friends were desirous of placing him; and in 1868, he 
was warmly supported for Vice-President in connection with 
General Grant. Soon after the latter’s inauguration, he 
nominated Governor Curtin for Minister to Russia, and the 
nomination was promptly confirmed by the Senate. Just 
before embarking for his new duty he was the recipient of a 
marked evidence of devotion. The Councils of Philadelphia 
unanimously invited him to a public reception in Indepen- 
dence Hall, and, in addition, the leading citizens, without 
distinction of party, united in giving him a banquet at the 
Academy of Music, that has perhaps never been equalled for 
elegance and every manifestation of popular affection and 
applause. 

He sailed in June, 1869, and in the discharge of his diplo- 
matic duties he has proven himself one of the most popular 
representatives which the nation has sent abroad. In the 
convention of the Liberal Republicans held in Cincinnati in 
May, 1872, as well as in that of the regular Republican Con- 
vention at Philadelphia, shortly afterwards, Governor Curtin 
had a highly respectable number of delegates who were de- 
sirous of nominating him for the Vice-Presidency. In senti- 
ment, Governor Curtin, while adhering firmly to those car- 
dinal doctrines of the Republic, which he believes conducive 
to personal liberty and equality before the law, and a general 
government, on the other hand, respected at home and 
abroad for its inherent strength, nevertheless inclines to a 
conservative exercise of both prerogative and power. 

In person, Governor Curtin is tall and commanding, with 
a broad, massive head, and deep chest, indicative of great 
power, blue eyes, and, in youth, chestnut hair. His appear- 
ance before a popular audience is inspiring; his eye is lit 
with the fires of enthusiasm, his nostrils are dilated, and his 
action bold and commanding, suggesting the model of oratory 
in the best of the classic days, 






























odd taal sot ad bid ian it ‘ 


ordiod woitia i BU re " 
inonimoiy & est od vost ail npleroonestie bas elgoeq.odt 
olorin egal & wow ¢ dco enin® boric odt tot etabihuso 
od 8081 ai bus vith gulosly Yo evotiaoh o1ow abaok aio 
ddter woitoad u09 mt jnebieat tool dot booqque: iu an eink) 
of molimurguani 8 gtrottel edt doftn moo tmbeh a 
alt bag piel oF qoteisilé “wh ‘git somovoR | botnaiston mA 
sal, .ofactea od vd boriviiidos yliqmorg: Baw sotenimon 
a to Iaoiqiont eld eow od sah vost eid sokeg window ordtod 
sidiqlobelid’S. 40 elionoD oT Jttoitovoh to abaobive: bela Fone) 
-noqobal ai moiiqsoot sildog a ot xald botivat qlesousinasy en. 
jnoiBiw giositio yuibsol olf’ wobibbe ni bas sk eome vu, 
elt ta Jowpand se mid yaivig oi Devices vytag to noitoctiteib a 
aot bollaspe mood 19 Vou aqaulioc] ead andi oletif to yunobeo A, Pe: 
Divs wobiosth tnleqor yo malencests heel hina Sony fa 8 
oawalqga 
-olyib ald Yo ogrsiioeil ait iti dain e0a! wat ai holise- ok : 
«aloo teomt aft to 910: Yoamid aovorg end od aoitwh oftent 
ol} al .baosde tude antl noise one dois eovidalaopoigot =| 
“i Bruatont® ni’ bled aansildaqoM favodit old to goitagymos a 
«oO desildugot ishegor edt to dard at en Mow aa ay iM = Og 
giv) tomevoD wbrevwiolta qtwule widglobalidD 48, aois | 
-sb orow otlw acti goleb ‘jo vodenua oldasooqeott) vldtgid o bed 
-iiage ah youshiaer Loo» edt aot mid yoitenidion Joavota 
-@9 ovoid ot ylarut giizodba: olitivr ait, noassvow aout 
eviontbaoe vovotled od doulew iidoqot ott to. aoginioob leoib 
toni a has wel odd gtoted yiilanps bas wrod a oF : 
han enor te hoiosqest cloensssl ioe wal) ho, NES vie 

























ANDREW G. CURTIN. 465 


Governor Curtin married Catharine, daughter of William 
J. Wilson, M. D., of Centre County. They have one son 
and four daughters. Within a few days past, August, 1872, 
Minister Curtin, with his family, has returned to this country. 
His many friends were anxious to accord him a most hearty 
welcome; but with sorrow they read the announcement 
flashed over the continent by the electric current, that his 
health is greatly impaired, and that his physicians have en- 


joined seclusion and rest. 
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JOHN W. GEARY. 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1838. 
January 15, 1867, to January 21, 1873. 


OHN WHITE GEARY, the youngest of four sons, was 
born near Mount Pleasant, Westmoreland County, Penn- 
sylvania, on the 380th of December, 1819. The family was 
English and Scotch-Irish, but for several generations his 
ancestors had enjoyed the privileges and honors of Amer- 
ican birth. Richard Geary, his father, a native of Franklin 
County, received a liberal education, and was a man of re- 
fined tastes, amiable disposition, and superior moral excel- 
lence. His mother, Margaret White, was born in Washington 
County, Maryland, and was in all respects worthy to be the 
companion and help meet of her husband. They removed to 
Western Pennsylvania soon after their marriage, where Mr. 
Geary’s attention being directed to the mineral wealth of that 
section, he was induced to engage in the manufacture of 
iron. This business, which has always been attended with 
serious risks, was much more precarious then than now; and, 
lke many of the iron manufacturers of that period, he was 
unsuccessful, lost the whole of his original investment, and 
after resigning everything into the hands of his creditors, 
was left under pecuniary liabilities, which he was unable to 
discharge. In this trying situation he fell back upon the re- 
sources of his early education, and opened a select school in 
Westmoreland County. The remainder of his life was there 
devoted to a profession at all times honorable, and imposing 
the gravest responsibilities, but seldom lucrative; -and from 
his previous failure in business, he died insolvent, leaving his 


family entirely dependent upon their own exertions for support. 
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In the midst of their bereavement, they were, however, 
consoled by the remembrance that he whom they mourned had 
led a life of integrity and virtue, and had thus bequeathed an 
inheritance compared with which silver and gold are but as 
dross. 

Mrs. Richard Geary inherited several families of slaves, 
whom she first educated and then manumitted. The manv- 
mission of slaves was not an event of frequent occurrence at 
that period; and more rarely still was the gift of freedom 
preceded by an education that would enable its recipients to 
make the most of its advantages. This incident, though 
probably not deemed noteworthy at the time, became sug- 
gestive, long after the mother had gone down to her grave, 
of the source whence her distinguished son drew that love of 
liberty and justice which has ever been one of the most promi- 
nent characteristics of his eventful life. 

Being himself possessed of liberal culture, it was the 
earnest desire of the father that his sons should receive a col- 
legiate education. Prompted by parental love, every sacrifice 
possible was made to compass tais end; and, after passing the 
usual course of preliminary studies, the youngest son was 
entered a student of Jefferson College, at Canonsburg, Penn- 
sylvania. By the sudden death of the father, the career of 
the son was for a time interrupted. That he might suitably 
protect and provide for his mother, he left college, and 
opened a school on his own account. Favored by the smile 
of Providence in his self-sacrificing course of filial duty, he 
was enabled to discharge the sacred trust he had assumed, 
and subsequently to return to his place in college, where in 
due course he received the honors of graduation. 

For a time his thoughts turned to commercial pursuits; but 
convinced by a short experience in a wholesale house in 
Pittsburgh that this would not prove to him a satisfactory 
sphere of life, he yielded to his natural predilections for 
mathematics, and applied himself to the study of Civil En- 
gineering. Having mastered the principles of that profes- 
sion, he commenced the study of the law, in the belief that 
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it would increase the chances of a successful career, and was 
admitted to the bar, though intending to adopt engineering 
as his fixed vocation. With this end in view he went to 
Kentucky, where he was engaged, partly in the employ of 
the Commonwealth, and partly in that of the Green River 
Railroad Company, to make a survey of several important 
lines of public works. 'The compensation for these services, 
with the success of a small land speculation, enabled him to 
execute a long-cherished, but undisclosed purpose of his 
heart. When he returned from Kentucky he laid in the lap 
of his mother a sum of money sufficient to discharge the 
whole amount of his deceased father’s indebtedness; and 
then for the first time revealed to her what had always been 
his fixed intention. 

His success in the Southwest opened the way to advance- 
ment in his native State; and he soon after became Assistant 
Superintendent and Engineer of the Alleghany Portage 
Railroad. While occupied with the duties of this position, 
events were maturing that were soon to thrill the heart of the 
nation, and to test the character of many of its sons. In the 
month of May, 1846, President Polk sent a message to Con- 
gress, informing that body that “ war existed with this coun- 
try by the act of Mexico,” and asking for men and money to 
enable him to maintain the rights and vindicate the honor of 
the Government. The burst of enthusiasm was instantaneous 
and general. Possessing naturally the military instinct, and 
actuated by the patriotic impulse of the hour, Geary was 
among the first who responded to the call for volunteers, 
and in a short time raised a company in Cambria County, 
to which he gave the name of American Highlanders. At 
Pittsburgh, his command was incorporated with the Second 
Pennsylvania Regiment, commanded by Colonel Roberts, of 
which he was immediately elected Lieutenant-Colonel. The 
regiment joined the army of General Scott at Vera Cruz, 
and served with conspicuous gallantry in Quitman’s division 
during the memorable advance upon the Mexican capital. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Geary’s first experience of actual war was 
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in the partial, though spirited, action of the Pass ot La Hoya. 
In the storming of Chapultepec he was wounded; and in 
the assault upon the immediate defences of the city, at the 
Garita de Belen, he again led his regiment with so much 
judgment, coolness, and intrepidity, that, upon the capture, 
he was assigned to the command of the great citadel as a 
mark of Quitman’s appreciation of his services. From the 
time when the army entered the valley of Mexico, Colonel 
Roberts was disqualified for duty by sickness, and the com- 
mand of the regiment devolved upon the Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Shortly after the surrender of the capital, Colonel Roberts 
died, and Lieutenant-Colonel Geary was elected to succeed 
him. The duties of his command were discharged with 
entire satisfaction to its officers and men. During the home- 
ward march discipline was strictly preserved; and when the 
troops and their commander separated at Pittsburgh, the 
parting was attended with many signs of deep feeling and 
expressions of mutual esteem and regret. 

- On the 22d of January, 1849, President Polk, in grateful 
recognition of his services in the Mexican War, appointed 
Colonel Geary Postmaster of San Francisco, and Mail Agent 
for the Pacific coast, with authority to create Post Offices, ap- 
point Postmasters, establish mail routes, and make contracts 
for carrying the mails throughout California. Having re- 
ceived his commission, with his customary promptness, he re- 
turned to his home in Westmoreland, closed up his business, 
and, on the 1st of February, in company with his wife and 
child, sailed from New York for the Pacific coast. On the 
1st of April, but a little more than two months from the date 
of his commission, he landed safely at San Francisco, and 
. entered at once upon the discharge of his duties. For atime 
he was obliged to content himself with the rudest accommo- 
dations, and to perform his work under many disadvantages. 
But here, as in all previous situations, his methodical turn 
and practical tact soon enabled him. to improvise all needful 
facilities, and brought the labors of the office under an easy 
and expeditious management. Scarcely, however, had these 
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arrangements been perfected, when he learned that General 
Taylor, Mr. Polk’s successor in the Presidency, had appointed 
Jacob B. Moore to the position which he had go briefly but 
efficiently occupied. 

The intelligent and obliging dispatch with which Colonel 
Geary had discharged his duties as Postmaster and Mail 
Agent so won the confidence and esteem of the people of 
San Francisco, that when the time arrived for the election 
of town officers, he was unanimously chosen First Alcalde, 
though there were ten different tickets submitted to the 
choice of the voters. This was only eight days after his re- 
moval from the office of Postmaster. Shortly afterwards, this 
mark of appreciation, on the part of the citizens, was fol- 
lowed by another equally flattering on the part of the Military 
Governor of the Territory, Brigadier-General Riley, who 
appointed him Judge of First Instance. These offices were 
of Mexican origin, and they imposed onerous and important 
duties. The Alcalde was Sheriff, Probate Judge, Recorder, 
Notary Public, and Coroner. The Court of First Instance 
exercised both civil and criminal jurisdiction throughout the 
city, and besides this, adjudicated all those cases arising under 
the port regulations which usually fall within the cognizance 
of Courts of Admiralty. In fact, Judge Geary was, by 
virtue of his double function, general curator of the public, 
and did nearly everything that was to be done either in the 
dvpartment of civil or criminal business. Tor a considerable 
length of time he was the sole magistrate, and officiated as 
such until the rapid increase of business obliged him to re- 
quest the appointment of an assistant, when W. B. Almond | 
was created Judge of First Instance, with civil jurisdiction 
only. In the discharge of the manifold duties of his judicial | 
office, Judge Geary was eminently successful. Of twenty- 
five hundred civil-and criminal cases tried by him, not more 
than a dozen appeals were taken from his decision, and none 
of these were sustained. At the close of his first term he was 
re-clected, receiving all but four votes of the whole number 
cast, and ¢ ntinued in office until the Mexican institutions 
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were superseded by the American forms of municipal gov- 
ernment. 

In a vote upon the first city charter and for officers to serve 
thereunder, taken May Ist, 1850, Judge Geary was elected 
first Mayor of San Francisco by a large majority. As Mayor, 
he rendered valuable service in perfecting the municipal or- 
ganization; in restraining the tendency to extravagant ex- 
penditare of the public funds; sustaining the city’s credit by 
judicious management of its finances; and by an honest 
disposal of the public property saved to the corporation many 
millions of dollars. The result was that, as his official term 
drew to a close, the Mayor received a communication, numer- 
ously signed by business firms and influential citizens of all 
political parties, requesting that he would consent to be a 
candidate for re-election. But for urgent personal reasons 
he felt himself obliged to decline their request. He was 
prevailed on, however, to accept a place on the Board of 
Commissioners, which had been created by the Legislature 
for the management of the public debt of the city, and served 


as its President. In this position the measures he suggested 


tended to establish confidence in the city’s securities, and 
assure creditors that it would keep its plighted faith. 

On the 1st of September, 1849, a convention of delegates 
assembled at Monterey to form a State Constitution. The 
body included the best talent and ripest political experience 
of the Territory. In the brief period of six weeks its im- 
portant work was completed. Colonel Geary was not a 
member of the Convention, but occupied such a position in 
the eye of the public, and held such relations to the Demo- 
cratic party, as enabled him to exercise a potent influence 
upon its deliberations. How he exerted that influence is well 
known. As Chairman of the Democratic Territorial Com- 
mittee, he was instrumental in securing the free State clause in 
the Constitution, and the reference of that instrument to the 
people for their sanction. The triumph thus achieved secured 
California to the Union as a free State, and warding off the 
nightmare of slavery, confirmed to that young and prosperous 
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Commonwealth the boon of perpetual freedom. The failing 
health of Mrs. Geary induced her husband to return to the 
Atlantic States sooner than he had anticipated... On the 1st 
of February, 1852, he sailed from San Francisco, intending 
to go back and remain permanently in California; but the 
death of his wife, and other circumstances unforeseen, caused 
him to change his purpose, and gave a new direction to his 
whole course of life. 

Soon after abandoning his design of making his home on 
the Pacific coast, he embarked largely in farming and rearing 
of stock in his native county. These were pursuits in which 
he had always felt a lively interest, and when the opportu- 
nity at last presented itself for the gratification of his tastes, 
he entered into his new sphere with a purpose never to 
abandon it. But man’s ways are often not of his owr 
choosing. After having spent about three years in retire. 
ment, and had in a measure brought the condition of his 
farm into conformity with his own ideal of what such an 
estate should be, President Pierce invited him to Washington 
for the purpose of tendering to him the Governorship of 
Utah, which, after due acknowledgment of the compliment, 
he respectfully declined. 

Not the government of Utah but of Kansas was the great 
problem of Mr. Pierce’s administration. A bloody civil 
strife was being waged in that Territory, and the political 
state of the whole country was convulsed on the subject of 
its affairs. One Governor had been removed for refusing to 
conform strictly to the Federal policy in regard to slavery, 
and another was preparing to flee from the Territory through 
fear of assassination. In view of the pressing exigency, the 
thoughts of the President reverted to Colonel Geary; and 
summoning him by despatch to the Executive Mansion, he, 
in a long interview, set before him the state of affairs in 
Kansas; and appealing to him on the grounds of patriotism 
and of personal friendship, urged him to accept the Gov- 
ernorship of the Territory. The Colonel frankly stated what 
were his personal wishes and his plans for life, and begged 
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that he might be excused from accepting a trust involving 
such grave responsibilities: But the President, answering 
his personal pleas by considerations of public duty, finally 
prevailed. 

Colonel Geary was commissioned Governor of Kansas in 
July, and proceeded immediately to his new field of labor, 
arriving at Fort Leavenworth on the 9th of September, 
1856. His administration extended only from that date to 
March, 1857. He found the Territory in arms. On the one 
hand was a party utterly reckless and violent, intent upon the 
triumph of their policy, in defiance alike of the Acts of Con- 
gress and the laws of their Territory; on the other, a party 
not altogether lawless, but equally determined to maintain 
their rights as citizens of the United States and of the Terri- 
tory of Kansas. The situation was sufficiently embarrassing 
and deplorable in itself; but the difficulties which the 
Governor was required to meet and overcome were greatly 
increased by the fact, that the sympathies and co-operation of 
the people of Missouri were fiercely enlisted in behalf of 
their Kansas pro-slavery brethren, and that the Legislature 
and the United States Judges of the Territory were com- 
mitted to the same side. In the conflict between the two 
parties, voters had committed perjury, houses had been 
burned, crops destroyed, churches desecrated, women out- 
raged, men murdered, and battles fought. Those scenes of 
violence foreshadowed fearful days! 

The new Governor was not long in ascertaining the true 
state of affairs, nor in deciding upon his course of action. 
Upon arriving at Lecompton, he said to the citizens there 
assembled: ‘“‘I appear among you as a stranger to most of 
you, and for the first time have the honor to address you 
as Governor of the Territory of Kansas. The position was 
not sought by me, but was voluntarily tendered and pressed 
upon my acceptance by the Chief Magistrate of the nation. 
I am here because, as an American citizen, deeply conscious 
of the blessings which flow from our beloved Union, I did 
not feel myself at liberty to shrink from any duties, however 
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delicate and onerous, required of me by my country. With 
a full knowledge of the circumstances surrounding the Ex- 
ecutive office, I have deliberately accepted it; and, as God 
may give me ability, I will endeavor to faithfully meet its 
varied requirements. The Constitution of the United States 
and the Organic Law of the Territory will be the lights by 
which I shall be guided in my official action.” The same just 
and patriotic sentiments pervaded his first message to the 
Territorial Legislature. ‘I will,” said he, ‘“ administer equal 
and exact justice to all men of whatever political or religious 
persuasion.” 

Acting upon these principles of right, the Governor’s 
policy was quickly productive of the happiest results. The 
pro-slavery party, expecting his active sympathy, violently 
denounced his impartiality. The anti-slavery party, smarting 
under the sense of their wrongs, accused him of excessive 
leniency toward their enemies. But he firmly refused to 
incline tu either side, and by the exercise of a vigilant and 
strong authority, managed to restrain both factions, and bring 
them within the bounds of law and order. The armies which 
he found facing each other were disbanded and sent to their 
homes. The courts were regularly convened; the laws were 
duly enforced; life and property were adequately protected. 
In less than one month from the day on which he assumed 
the Executive functions, he was enabled to address the Hon. 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State, in the following terms: 
‘‘Peace now reigns in Kansas. Confidence is being grad- 
ually restored. Citizens are resuming their ordinary pursuits. 
Settlers are returning to their claims, and general gladness 
pervades the community.” Thus was the state of things 
realized which the Federal authorities at Washington hoped 
for at the time of his appointment. It was expected, how- 
ever, that peace would be restored to the Territory in such a 
manner as would insure the ascendency of the pro-slavery 
party, and the admission of the Territory into the Union as a 
Slave State. But Governor Geary could not comprehend how 
the Organic Act could be made to bear a construction which 
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would inevitably produce that result; nor how, in view of his 
oath, he could be a party to such an issue without first com- 
mitting perjury. He accordingly followed the line of the 
law. Under the protection of the law, anti-slavery immi- 
gration rapidly increased, and anti-slavery sentiment grew 
stronger every day. It was soon perceived in the pro- 
slavery circles, both of Lecompton and Washington, that if 
he continued in the office of Governor, Kansas would be 
lost to slavery forever. Applications were therefore poured 
in upon the President from the Territory for his removal. 
Had Mr. Pierce remained, he would doubtless have listened 
and consented. But his term had expired, and James 
Buchanan had succeeded to the Chief Magistracy. The 
Governor well knew the character of the new President, and 
what would be his policy. Accordingly, on the very day of 
his inauguration, he forwarded to him the following letter of 
resignation : 


“EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Kansas TERRITORY, 
. Lecompton, March 4, 1857. 
“Hs ExcELLENcY, JAMES BUCHANAN, 
President of the United States: 

‘“‘Dear Sir:— Please accept my resignation as Governor of 
Kansas Territory, to take effect on the 20th of the present 
month, by which time you will be enabled to select and 
appoint a proper successor. 


‘With high respect, your friend and obedient servant, 
JoHN W. Geary.” 


The fatal project of disunion by force of arms was now 
being carefully matured by leading Southern men. The 
opportunity was regarded as in every way auspicious. LDis- 
cerning minds on the opposite side in the great struggle 
clearly saw that the crisis was approaching, and by a power- 
ful appeal to the country succeeded in carrying the impend- 
ing Presidential election in the interests of freedom. The 
South, feeling that the decisive moment had come, declined , 
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to give Mr. Lincoln a trial, or even to wait for his inaugv- 
ration. 

Any one who knew the principles and character, the private 
and public antecedents of Governor Geary, could not for a 
moment doubt as to which side he would take in the gigantic 
conflict thus precipitated upon the country. He was at his 
farm in Westmoreland when the sound of the rebellion’s first 
gun broke upon the ear of the nation. arly on the morn- 
ing following the eventful day, he drove his farm-wagon to 
the neighboring village, and there first heard the news of the 
assault upon Fort Sumter. In less than an hour after reading 
the telegram he had opened an office for the enlistment of 
volunteers. As soon as he could communicate with the 
President, he tendered his services, and was immediately 
commissioned Colonel, with authority to raise a regiment for 
the defence of the Union. In the course of a few weeks he 
received applications from sixty-six companies, soliciting per- 
mission to join his command. On account of the numerous 
and urgent appeals, he was permitted to increase his regiment 
to fifteen companies, with one battery of six guns, making 
the full complement to consist of fifteen hundred and fifty-one 
officers and men. The artillery company was that which 
subsequently became so celebrated as Knap’s Battery. 

As soon as the equipment of his command was completed, 
Colonel Geary received orders to proceed to Harper’s Ferry, 
and report to General Banks, by whom he was assigned to 
the duty of guarding with his regiment twenty-one miles of 
the Potomac river. While engaged in securing a quantity of 
wheat from the enemy’s hands near Harper’s Ferry, he was 
attacked, on the 16th of October, 1861, by a force of upwards 
of five thousand men, with seven guns, under Generals 
Ashby and Evans, and with a force of only one thousand 
men and four guns repulsed them. In this battle, known as 
that of Bolivar, the Colonel was wounded in the right knee. 
It was the first fight of the regiment, but the men acted with 
great gallantry and succeeded in capturing one gun from the 
enemy. 
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Colonel Geary was given the advance of the corps in a for- 
ward movement made in the following spring. On the 8th of 
March he captured Leesburg, and led the van of the column 
which subsequently obliged the Confederate forces to evacuate 
all the towns north of the Rappahannock, and abandon their 
strongholds at Snicker’s,,Ashby’s, Manassas, and Chester 
Gaps, in the Blue Mountains. These operations were effected 
while Stonewall Jackson was within striking distance near 
Winchester; and for his share in them, Colonel Geary was 
promoted to the rank of Brigadier-General, his commission 
bearing date of April 25th, 1862. The greater part of the 
time that he held the rank of Colonel he had commanded a 
brigade, and immediately upon his promotion he was as- 
signed to the command of the First Brigade, Second Divi- 
sion, Second Corps, General C. C. Augur being Division 
commander, and Major-General N. P. Banks commander of 
the corps. 

By appointment of the President, on the 26th of June, 
1862, Major-General John Pope assumed command of the 
army of Virginia, consisting of the corps of Fremont, Banks, 
and McDowell. On the 9th of August, Banks’ troops had a 
severe engagement with Stonewall Jackson’s at Cedar Moun- 
tain. The day was oppressively hot, and the Union troops 
suffered much from exhaustion, but still more from the fierce 
and well-directed assaults of that greatcommander. General 
Geary was wounded slightly in the left foot and severely in 
the right arm. The battle was gallantly contested, but the 
results were adverse to the Union arms. 

The wound in the. arm proved so serious, that, to save the 
limb from amputation, he was ordered home for treatment. 
At the close of this campaign, General Banks was transferred 
to the command of the Department of the South, Generat 
Slocum succeeded to the command of the Twelfth Corps, 
and General Geary was promoted to the command of the 
Second Division. 

The Twelfth Corps did not participate in the battle of 
Fredericksburg. Shortly after his defeat in that engagement, 
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General Burnside was relieved of the command of the army 
of the Potomac, at his own request, and was succeeded by 
General Hooker. 

The balance of the winter and the first weeks of spring 
were spent in bringing the army to a state of efficiency, and 
in forming a comprehensive plan of campaign. Having 
crossed the Rappahannock and Rapidan, on the Ist, 2d, and 
3d of May, Hooker gave battle to Lee at Chancellorsville. 
General Geary was wounded in the breast by a fragment of 
shell, and the killed, wounded, and missing of his Division, 
during the three days, amounted to one thousand two hun- 
dred and nine men. Five battle-flags were captured, and a 
loss exceeding its own was inflicted upon the enemy. After 
the battle the Division went into camp at Acquia, where it 
remained until Lee’s invasion of Pennsylvania summoned its 
commander to the defence of his native State. 

The battle of Gettysburg was fought on the Ist, 2d, and 3d 
of July. The troops of Geary’s division were among the 
first of the corps to arrive at the scene of action. On the 
Ist, General Geary, suggesting the importance of possessing 
Round Top, was directed to occupy it with a portion of his 
command. Early on the morning of the 2d he was ordered 
to Culp’s Hill, the extreme right of the Union line, with in- 
structions to hold his position at every hazard. During the 
afternoon of that day he was remanded in the direction of 
Round Top, with a part of his division, to strengthen the left 
centre of Meade’s line, which, being hard pressed, was in 
danger of giving way. As soon as the relief he brought 
could be spared, he hastened back to Culp’s Hill, and on his 
arrival, at about 9 o’clock at night, he found that in his ab- 
sence the enemy had carried a part of his line, and flanked 
the position which he had received orders to hold. Suitable 
dispositions were made during the night to meet the emer- 
gency; and at 3 o’clock on the morning of the 3d, placing 
himself at the head of his Division, he charged the enemy, 
recovered the ground that had been lost, hastily strengthened 
his line of breastworks, and awaited the return of Ewell’s 
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veterans. The maintenance of the position was of the utmost 
moment, for it commanded the Baltimore turnpike, on which 
the supply and ammunition trains of the army were parked, 
and had it been lost, these would have been captured, the rear 
of Meade’s centre would have been gained, and general defeat 
must have inevitably followed. No one comprehended the 
value of the position better than the rebel commander. Hence 
the furious assaults that were made upon it with the hope of 
seizing the last chance of victory. During seven hours the 
enemy shelled Geary’s lines almost incessantly, and, under 
cover of his batteries, made repeated attempts to carry the 
Till at the point of the bayonet. But the charges were as 
gallantly repulsed as they were made, the batteries were sl- 
lenced, and the enemy withdrew to join the general retreat 
which fallowed the close of the day. As long as the grove 
of battle-scarred trees that covers Culp’s Hill shall be left 
standing, the gallant sons of New York, Ohio, and Pennsyl- 
vania, comprising Geary’s Division, will not lack testimonials 
of their heroic devotion to the honor of the Union and in- 
tegrity of their country. Twelve hundred Confederate dead 
were buried in front of Geary’s lines the day after the battle. 

After Gettysburg came Chickamauga. The defeat of Rose- 
cranz in that battle made it necessary to reinforce the Army 
of the Cumberland, and for that purpose the llth and 
12th Corps, under General Hooker, were detached from the 
Army of the Potomac. Geary’s division went with the 12th 
Corps. Besides these troops, others were hurried forward to 
the scene of the late disaster; and Grant, having laid Vicks- 
burg in the dust, and re-opened the Mississippi, now, by 
order of the President, hastened to the mountains of the Ten- 
nessee, and assumed command. He immediately initiated a 
series of movements designed to dislodge Bragg from the 
formidable position which he had gained. In pursuance of 
his masterly plan a battle was fought at Wauhatchie on the 
28th of October, 1863; another at Lookout Mountain on the 
24th of November; one at Mission Ridge on the 25th of No- 
vember, and a fourth on the 27th of November at Ringgold, 
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in the State of Georgia. These battles, fought and won in 
rapid succession, were the principal achievements of Grant’s 
Chattanooga campaign, in the course of which the disasters 
of Chickamauga were gloriously retrieved, and Bragg, hurled 
from heights which he had deemed inaccessible, was driven 
across the Tennessee line. 

The historian will ever associate the name of General 
Geary with the great events of this brilliant campaign. With 
fifteen hundred men of his Division, he, unaided, fought the 
battle of Wauhatchie, repulsing a night attack by one of 
Longstreet’s divisions, at least six thousand strong. From 
his position on Lookout Mountain the enemy had observed 
the movements of the command during the day, and at mid- 
night dashed down upon it, confidently anticipating a sur- 
prise and acapture. But knowing the enemy to be in his 
vicinity, Geary had pitched his camp in order of battle. 
The troops slept on their arms, and were on their feet and 
in line the moment the Rebels. had discharged their first 
volley. The General had not slept at all, and with his 
horse saddled at the door of his tent, was quickly at the front 
to direct and animate the troops. The conflict lasted seven 
hours, and was unusually obstinate and bloody. The artillery 
horses were all killed or disabled. Every officer of the staff 
was wounded. Captain Edward R. Geary, a youth of eighteen, 
the General’s oldest son, commanding a section of Ixnap’s 
Battery, was pierced by a rifle- ball through the forehead, 
and fell dead in his father’s presence. When the day dawned 
the enemy had retreated, leaving behind him one hundred 
and fifty-seven killed, about an equal number of prisoners, 
and five hundred stands of arms. General Slocum, com- 
mander of the Corps, was at Murfreesboro, and writing to 
General Geary a few days subsequent to the battle, said: “I 
am very happy to hear the good reports which reach me from 
all sides, relative to the ane of your command in the 
recent action. The contest was one of very great importance. 
The highest credit is awarded to you and your command, 
not only by General Thomas, but by all officers conversant 
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with the circumstances. As I was not with you, I can claim 
no portion of the credit gained, nor can I, with good taste, 
publish an order expressing thanks to you; but I wish you 
and your command to know that I have been informed of all 
the facts in the case, and that I feel deeply grateful for the 
gallant conduct which has won new laurels for our Corps.” 
General Hooker, also, in an official report to the General-in- 
Chief, said: ‘‘ During these operations a heavy musketry fire, 
with occasional discharges of artillery, continued to reach us 
from Geary. It was evident that a formidable adversary had 
gathered around him, and that he was battering him with all 
his might. For more than three hours, without assistance, 
he repelled the repeated attacks of vastly superior numbers, 
and in the end drove them ingloriously from the field. At 
one time they had enveloped him on three sides, under circumstances 
that would have dismayed any officer except one endowed with an 
tron will and the most exalted courage.” 

As the enemy’s position on Lookout Mountain and Mission 
Ridge threatened the communications of the Federal army, 
it was decided to drive him from them. On the 24th of No- 
vember, Geary’s Division was selected by General Hooker to 
make an assault upon Lookout. In an hour after the order 
was received the troops were in motion. Crossing Lookout 
Creek, the Rebel pickets were surprised and captured; and 
moving enthusiastically over boulders and ledges of rocks, 
they advanced in the face of a murderous fire until they had 
rounded the rugged peak and stood beneath the lofty pali- 
sades. The contest at the top was sharp but decisive. Asthe 
mist which enshrouded the mountain cleared away, the troops 
in the valley were for the first time enabled to discern the 
position of their comrades, and the stars and stripes, with the 
well-known white-star flag of the Second Division floating in 
the morning breeze from the beetling cliff, announced. the 
victory. The trophies of the battle were six flags and two 
pieces of artillery, with over two thousand prisoners. On the 
29th, General Grant, desiring to see the troops that fought 


the Battle above the Clouds, rode over to Geary’s camp in Wau 
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hatchie Valley, and reviewed his Division. The General-in- 
Chief, as a compliment to these brave men, brought with him 
the members of his staff and all the Generals of the combined 
armies of the Cumberland and the Tennessee. In the bat- 
tles of Mission Ridge and Ringgold, which closed the cam- 
paign, the Division took a conspicuous part. 

On the 8d of December, General Geary issued a general 
order to the troops of his division. Referring to the battles 
of the campaign in which they had participated, he said: 
‘‘For these services I tender you my heartfelt thanks; for 
your bravery and endurance my warmest congratulations; 
for your bereavement in the loss of so many gallant comrades 
my sincere sympathy. In all the Division death could not 
have selected braver spirits, nobler hearts, than those who have 
laid their lives a sacrifice upon their country’s altar in the re- 
cent engagements. Your gallant conduct has gained for you 
the highest appreciation and esteem of the commanding Gen- 
erals of the army. It behooves us to remember prayerfully 
that the hand of the Almighty is visible in our late victories, 
and that He who holds in His hands the destinies of nations, 
has, in His goodness, answered the humble petitions that have 
ascended to His heavenly throne for ls triumph of our arms 
in the cause of our beloved country.” 

In the spring of 1864 the Army of the Southwest was re- 
organized; and Grant, having been invested with the rank 
oP Tide General: and appointed commander-in-chief, 
Sherman assumed command of all the forces designed to 
operate in the Southwestern and Southern States. Among 
other changes which he ordered, the 11th Corps (Howard’s) 
and the 12th (Slocum’s) were consolidated, becoming in this 
form the 20th Corps, with General Hooker in command. 
General Geary was continued at the head of his old Division, 
with the addition of a brigade from the 11th Corps. The 
two great campaigns of this memorable year were opened 
on the same day. On the 4th of May Grant moved from the 
Rapidan to encounter Lee, and Sherman from Chattanooga 
to encounter Johnston. Sherman’s army was complete in all 
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its appointments, and about seventy thousand strong. The 
events that followed can but briefly be referred to here. At 
the head of the division to which he was endeared, and which 
was endeared to him by so long a companionship in perils, 
hardships, sacrifices, and sufferings, Geary participated in the 
battles of Mill Creek, May 8th; Resaca, May 15th; New 
Hope Church, commencing May 26th, and continutng with 
but little intermission eight consecutive days; Pine Hill, June 
15th; Muddy Creek, June 17th; Noses Creek, June 19th; 
Kolb’s Farm, June 22d; Kenesaw, June 27th; Marietta, July 
8d; Peach Tree Creek, July 20th; and the siege of Atlanta, 
lasting twenty-eight days, and ending in the capture of the 
city on the 2d of September. To use General Geary’s own 
language: “The campaign from the opening till the fall of 
Atlanta was really a hundred days’ fight, and may be termed 
a continuous battle, crowned with constant victory.” 

General Sherman, having by these operations reached the 
objective point of the skilful plans he had formed at Chatta- 
nooga, entered at once upon other plans and dispositions. 
Hood was left to be confronted by Thomas, and Sherman, 
with one-half of his grand army, swung around upon his 
pivot at Atlanta, cut loose from his communications, and 
commenced his famous march to the sea. On the 25th of 
July, Hooker being relieved from command of the 20th. 
Corps, at his own request, Williams, being senior General of 
division, succeeded him, Geary still remaining in charge of 
the Second Division. Charleston, whose defences had defied 
the Federal fleets, and Savannah, deemed impregnable, were 
uncovered, and restored to the dominion of the Federal flag. 
After the fall of Fort McAllister, Geary led the advance 
upon Sayannah, received the surrender of the city at the head 
of his Division; and, in recognition of his services in the 
capture, was appointed by Sherman Military Governor. The 
duties were delicate, but the General exercised his authority 
in such a manner as to elicit from a public meeting of the 
citizens presided over by the Mayor the following expression 
of sentiment: 
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“‘ Resolved, That Major-General Sherman, having appointed 
Brigadier-General Geary commander of this post, who has, 
by his urbanity as a gentleman and his uniform kindness to 
our citizens, done all in his power to protect their persons 
from insult, and their property from injury, it is the unani- 
mous desire of all present that he be allowed to remain in his 
present position, and that, for the reasons above stated, the 
thanks of the citizens are hereby tendered to him and the 
officers of his command.” 

It was while he was in command of the city as Military 
Governor that he was breveted Major-General of Volunteers. 
His commission was dated January 12th, 1865, and the reasons 
assigned for his promotion in the document itself were, ‘fitness 
to command and promptness to execute.” 

With this flattering mark of his country’s approval, he pre- 
ferred that the very kind request of the people of Savannah 
might not be granted, and was accordingly permitted to take 
the field for the final conflict. During the subsequent opera- 
tions in the Carolinas, his division was engaged with the 
enemy at the Apalachee and Oconee rivers, at Sandsboro, 
Davidsboro, Salkahatchie, North and South Edisto, Red Bank, 
Congaree, Black River, and Bentonville. 

Here, in the vicinity of Goldsboro and Raleigh, the gigantic 
struggle that saved the republic and gave hope of freedom to 
the world was brought to a close. The soldiers of the White 
Star Division witnessed the surrender of Johnston, partici- 
pated in the grand review at Washington, after which they 
were disbanded, took affectionate leave of their old com- 
mander, and returned to their homes. The 28th Pennsyl- 
vania Regiment, which Geary had recruited at the beginning, 
continued with him to the end of the war. The regiments 
of his Division were among the first in the army to re-enlist 
as veterans. No regiment after being assigned to his brigade 
or division ever left his command till duly mustered out of 
service. Such satisfaction was by no means a general charac- 
teristic of the feelings of the troops toward their commanders. 
It is easily accounted for in the case of General Geary. He 
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required obedience, but he set the example.. He courted the 
post of danger in the field, but he led the way. Ten thou- 
sand of the men who served under his command were killed 
and wounded during the war, but he shed his own blood as 
freely as he expected the same sacrifice of his subordinates. 
He cared, too, for the health and comfort of his troops as 
though they were his own children. 

When, in the spring of 1866, the Republican leaders began 
to consider the important question of selecting a candidate 
for the Chief Magistracy of the State, it soon became ap- 
parent that the name of General Geary was everywhere re- 
ceived with favor. His ripe experience in the conduct of 
civil affairs, and his distinguished services in the field, com- 
mended him alike to the gratitude of the popular heart and 
the sanction of the popular judgment. After a very spirited 
canvass, he was elected over his competitor, Heister Clymer, 
by a majority of over seventeen thousand votes. 

He was inaugurated on the 15th of January, 1867. What 
the personal sentiments were with which the duties of his 
high trust were assumed may be best learned from his own 
language: “ Profoundly sensible of everything that is implied 
by this manifestation of the people’s confidence, and more 
deeply impressed with the vast importance and responsibility 
of the office than elevated by its attendant honors, let it be 
our first grateful duty to return fervent thanksgivings to 
Almighty God for his constant Providence and innumerable 
blessings to us as a people; and especially mine to implore 
His aid and counsel in the discharge of civil trusts, who has 
been my shield and buckler amidst scenes of peril and death. 
That in the administration of government I may err is only 
what should be expected from the infirmities of the human 
mind; but as I enter upon the discharge of my responsible 
duties with a firm resolution to act with honesty and impar- 
tiality, I trust my errors will be regarded with charity, and 
treated with the gentleness of magnanimous forgiveness. I 
earnestly hope that my intercourse with my fellow-citizens of 
the Senate and House of Representatives will be so frank and 
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cordial, that our duties to a common constituency will be 
pleasantly as well as faithfully discharged. Different branches 
of the government as we are, with distinctive duties, we are, 
nevertheless, parts of one organized and well-regulated sys- 
tem, and, as we co-operate or disagree, the interests of the 
State will probably be promoted or retarded. Elected by the 
people, and desirous to promote the welfare of every citizen, 
mere party differences should not be allowed to interfere 
with the maintenance of a generous, just, and comprehensive 
public policy.” / 

In his first annual message he alluded to the subject of 
neglect of duty and irregular practices, charged against the 
Legislature, in terms not to be mistaken; and in his several 
messages since he has almost invariably returned to it, evine- 
ing thus a paramount desire to guard the rights and interests 
of the people, and protect the character of the government. 
The suppression of the great evil of special legislation; the 
just limitation of the powers and privileges of great corpora- 
tions; the attempt to appropriate the deposits of the sinking 
fund for purposes foreign to the object for which the trust 
was created; the disposition of railroad companies to exceed 
the privileges of their charters; these, and others of similar 
import, are the grave questions which he has endeavored to 
meet and adjust with a due regard to the highest welfare of 
the Commonwealth. 

In his messages to the General Assembly he has recom- 
mended a vigorous reduction of the State debt; the invest- 
ment of surplus funds in the State Treasury for the benefit 
of the State; the adequate compensation of the State Treas- 
urer, and the increase of his bond to such an extent as 
would oblige his sureties to make good any possible amount 
of defaleation; the passage of a free railroad law, with a 
view to checking the spirit of monopoly, the promoting of 
healthful competition, and the more rapid development of 
resources; the establishment of an Insurance Department for 
the more effectual security of such as seek that mode of 
proteztion ; the calling of a convention to revise and improve 
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the Constitution of the Commonwealth; the mure liberal 
support and efficient supervision of common schools; the 
tender and generous care of the families of deceased Union 
soldiers; the establishment of a home for such of the sur- 
vivors of the Union armies as find themselves incapable of 
self-support with the aid of their government pension; the 
proper encouragement of volunteer militia organizations; the 
judicious aid of the State Agricultural College; and the as- 
sistance of the various public charities in a spirit befitting a 
people who owe to that Gospel which was first preached to 
the poor their freedom and their civilization. Some of the 
evils against which his admonitions were directed have been 
restrained, and in a degree diminished, if not entirely 
removed. Some of his most important recommendations 
have become laws, after due consideration by the General 
Assembly. The record of his Executive proceedings abounds 
with vetoes, mainly directed against bills designed to sub- 
serve merely local or personal ends, which were already pro- 
vided for by, or were in obvious conflict with, existing general 
enactments. 

At the expiration of his first term Governor Geary was re- 
nominated with a unanimity and a cordiality that bore ample 
testimony to the success of his previous administration, and, - 
despite numerous circumstances unfavorable to success, was 
re-elected by a majority of upwards of five thousand votes. 

His second term is now drawing to a close, and this is not 
the time, if the prescribed limits of this sketch would permit, 
to discuss and determine the merits of his administration. 
Some of the features are peculiar. For the first time in the 
history of the office a detailed record has been kept of every 
act of Executive conduct. This will be left in the archives 
of the Department. Accompanying each of his annual mes- 
sages is a full list of pardons granted during the year, with 
the dates, causes, terms of sentence, the periods served, and 
the names of petitioners for the exercise of executive clemency. 
With one exception (Governor Pollock) he has granted fewer 
pardons, in proportion to the number of convictions, than any 
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of his predecessors. During the first four years of his ad- 
ministration the reduction of the public debt per annum has 
been one million six hundred and forty-eight thousand one hundred 
and eighty-seven dollars. 

As the reader has observed, the life of Governor Geary has 
been unusually diversified, and has extended over a field as 
wide as this great country. In private and subordinate sta- 
tions, and in public positions of civil and military trust, his 
career has been marked with unusual, indeed, invariable suc- 
cess. Though still in the prime of life, he has filled a larger 
measure of service than is the lot of most men who have lived 
out the full period of human existence. 

The intimacy of the author’s personal relations to the Gov- 
ernor being known to many, that fact will justify a brief 
allusion to himself. He enlisted as a private in the 28th 
Pennsylvania Regiment, when it was first recruited, served in 
it till its Colonel was promoted, was then appointed as aid-de- 
camp on General Geary’s staff, and continued in that position 
to the end of the war. Since Governor Geary’s first inaugu- 
ration the author has occupied a confidential position near his 
person. In the preparation of this sketch, his aim has been 
to set down nothing in mere friendship ; indeed the apprehen- 
sion that on account of the intimacy of these relations he 
might be suspected of partiality, has, more than anything else, 
embarrassed him, and confined his narrative to a statement 
of facts, which he cannot but regard as bald and unattractive. 
Deeming himself especially qualified to be a witness, there is 
one point on which he claims the right to give his testimony, 
and in doing so he has only to say that, for honesty and fidelity 
to any trust, whether private or public, committed to him, he 
has seldom known the equal, and does not expect to find the 
superior of John W. Geary among the sons of men. 

In person, Governor Geary is tall, erect, and well propor- 
tioned. He exemplifies the old Roman idea of complete 
manhood: “A sound mind in a sound body.” In manner, 
he is direct and cordial. There is nothing in his bearing that 
would embarrass a stranger, however humble; and whether 
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at the head of an army, or seated in the chair of the Chief 
Magistrate, he has ever been easily accessible to all classes 
of applicants for his attention. Power of application, force 
of will, clearness of perception, and soundness of judgment, 
are his distinguishing mental characteristics; and his moral 
nature is so well developed and strong that he has wholly 
escaped the vices that have destroyed many of the most gifted 
men. This he has partly inherited from his Puritan ancestors, 
and partly from the lips of a Christian mother, whose coun- 
sels seem never to have been forgotten. 

Governor Geary was married on the 12th of February, 
1843, to Margaret Ann, daughter of James R. Logan, of 
Westmoreland County. Three sons were the issue of this 
marriage, one of whom died in infancy, another, Edward R., 
was killed, as has been noticed, in the battle of Wauhatchie, 
and the remaining one is now a cadet at West Point, in the 
third year of his course. Mrs. Geary died on the 28th of 
February, 1853, and in November, 1858, Governor Geary was 
married to Mrs. Mary C. Henderson, daughter of Robert R. 
Church, of Cumberland County, and has issue of three 
daughters and one son, the latter the first male child born to 
a Governor while exercising the executive trust. 

Since the first edition of this work was issued, Governor 
Geary retired from office, his second term having expired 
January 21, 1873. His last annual message, which was gen- 
erally regarded as his most able official communication, 
evinces a thorough comprehension of the varied interests of 
the Commonwealth; forcibly suggests the means by which 
they may be most effectually promoted; and, among other 
gratifying statements, announces a reduction of the public 
debt amounting to $10,992,662.54, being a little over twenty- 
nine per cent. of the State’s liabilities in 1866. 

The condition of the country and of the State during the 
period of his administration was such as to frequently render 
his official duties peculiarly difficult. New and important 
questions arising from the results of the Civil War were to be 
considered and adjusted. These responsibilities he assumed 
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and discharged with his usual firmness and intrepidity, win- 
ning for himself the unqualified respect and confidence of the 
masses of all parties. 

Upon his retirement, the ex-Governor aod his residence in 
Harrisburg, and instead of allowing himself the relaxation 
he so much needed, at once began to initiate plans for busi- 
ness upon an extensive scale. But truly, “in the midst of 
life we are in death.” The ceaseless strain of public service, 
in war and in peace, had done its work upon a constitution 
that seemed incapable of exhaustion or fatigue. On Saturday 
morning, February 8th, 1873, as he sat at breakfast with his 
family, his head dropped suddenly upon his breast, and in 
that instant “‘the golden bowl was broken, and the spirit 
returned to God who gave it.” Words are inadequate to 
express the sensation produced in the Capital, and throughout 
the Commonwealth and country, by an event so unexpected 
and mournful. The honors of a public funeral were accorded 
to the distinguished dead, and now near the scene of his last 
official honors and responsibilities he sleeps in the bosom of 
the State he had served so faithfully and loved so well. 
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JOHN F,. HARTRANFT, 


GOVERNOR UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF 1838. 
~ January 21, 1873, to January b 





OHN FREDERICK, son, and only child, of Samuel E. and 
Lydia Bucher Hartranft, was born in New Hanover Town- 
ship, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, December 16th, 
1830. The family is of German descent. Its ancestors came - 
to this country some time between the years 1734 and 1746. 
Being farmers, they were attracted to that fertile and beautiful 
section of the State, where their descendants generally have 
continued to reside, 

The parents are alike characterized for those personal vir- 
tues and practical habits which form the basis of a quiet, 
prosperous, happy life; and now, at an advanced age, are 
permitted to witness and participate in the honors of their 
distinguished son. 

Thirty years ago, the common-school system of Pennsyl- 
vania was in its infancy; and select schools had not reached 
that degree of efficiency which they have since attained. 
Facilities for the instruction of young children were especially 
- meagre and incomplete. The subject of this sketch received 
his first school lessons in his sixth year. At the age of ten, 
he had the good fortune to be placed under the tuition of 
Dr. John F. Evans, and after two years with him passed suc- 
cessively into the hands of Mr. Philip Cressman and Mr. 
Samuel Aaron, — gentlemen noted for their proficiency as 
educators. In his seventeenth year, he entered the prepara- 
tory department of Marshall College, then located at Mer- 
cersburg, Pennsylvania, where he continued two years, and 
when ready to enter the Sophomore class, was transferred to 
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Union College, Schenectady, New York, then under the 
presidency of the celebrated Dr. Eliphalet Nott.. During his 
studies at Union, he ranked well in all his classes; but as 
civil engineering was to be his profession, he gave special 
attention to mathematics, and in that branch excelled the 
majority of his classmates. In three years he completed the 
collegiate course, graduating, in 1853, with credit for scholar- 
ship, and bearing from his Alma Mater the esteem of his 
instructors and associates. In March of his year of gradua- 
tion he joined an engineer corps, employed to survey a rail- 
road route from Wilkesbarre to the Delaware Water Gap, 
returning in July to attend the commencement exercises of 
his college, and receive his diploma. After fulfilling another 
brief engagement of a similar character, at the request of his 
father — who desired his companionship and assistance in his 
own business—he promptly abandoned a profession that had 
been his supreme wish, and for which his education had been 
specially designed. And if the history of his life teaches the 
young men of his native State, and of the country, any one 
lesson more effectually than another, it is that of filial affection 
and duty as the open highway to honor and distinction. 

In the summer of 1854, he assumed his first political trust 
by accepting the position of Deputy, under M. C. Boyer, Esq., 
who was then Sheriff of Montgomery County. The Sheriff 
being a Whig, the election of a Democratic Deputy was indic- 
ative of an unusual degree of confidence in his character and 
qualifications. At the next regular election, in 1855, 8. D. 
Rudy, Esq., —a Democrat,—was the successful candidate for : 
the sheriffalty ; and the Democratic Deputy of his Whig pre- 
decessor having performed his duties to the entire satisfaction 
of all parties was continued in office. 

It often happens that insignificant causes determine the 
events of human destiny. The appointment of John F. 
Hartranft as Deputy-Sheriff of his native county may. be 
taken as an illustration. By enlarging the sphere of his 
acquaintance, and identifying him with political affairs, it 
gave a direction to the current of his future life that he had 
never anticipated nor desired. 







edt tobas aos “sho ath aiowiied do bone: iat ae 


aid gar 


an god ;aosenlo etd In ai llew hounat od ol ta 


iniooga oveg on soiesdtorg wid od of Baw yaisoonigas tivo ye 
aotiamoritsnt of aolaotia 
fo sid ‘to pias ad oy ae 


odt pelleso donstd tad) ai bas 
edt botolqaioo of e189% oot al. .esdncoee 
anfoiloe tot siboto Miw Real at gaitsubarg seinos sinigollos 
eid to misstes “eilt wats ant. eid ato gaisaod baa Se 
-subarg to inoy eid 20 dow al entnigones bas srotorr 


lint & YorINe OF hoyolqu eq10? 199 
an lew ginwaiod ot ot emadsoliVl mot einot | 


to edeio1ax9 Joocieonoatmtoo od) Distia oF uel, ai | 
cottons gaillifat rot A antolqib eid ovisoot base. ogollon, aid, 
aid Yo tgzenpot ond 38 sietoetads alicia # to taomnogngds Yoind 


eid of sonnieleen han qi 















soljostte Inifit'to tad) ei di aston nods Ulaniodite ELE 


oitoatteih bas wail ot yawidgid s9qo alt aa ab baa ie my 


tonit [noitifog det eid homuees oil 2080 ‘to sousiea odd al 


pall xoyoel .O soba <yiuqed. To aoitizo q ost gett 





Risde odT © sanvoD yrontogiaold MA to ing ods aw ork eng 
stbat exw ywqod Sitmsottso™ sto notivele sult, gil We yer ae 


ban tolonted> esl oi ostebiaoo to aca nade SNe 

A 88at ‘ai wroitosls solugos jroo oft 3A \.ecoltagiilen 
aot atabibaes’ sitesovowe ould sar suromanl a epee 

-ory git W aid To) qin oitarsorro adt 

ro Hosetias ori re oF iioh aid be 





wl 0% toladgittt 1 botendsleo okt Yo youo! wad 7 ail a 


idenoinaoroo eisl herisob odvernsodieh 
had taf} sofeesiony & honobunda yg mong od ---eeaniand amo 
frend badd notaou be vid doidw yok Dae daiw, amtotgye ‘pid. N90 ri 5 i a 
adi eodiono? silt ai to yrobaisl onl) 24 bak wbéagieal yiaioegs | 
ano yan quis odd To bas tat evilen sid to Bomt BRIO ola 











coro aft 





nigns an bowwiol, oil pas ea ve 








JOHN F. HARTRANFT. 493 


During the two terms of service as Deputy-Sheriff, he read 
law under the tuition of James Boyd, Hsq., of the Norristown 
bar; and as the rule of court required a year’s study in a law- 
office, in order to admission, he entered the oflice of A. B. 
Longaker, Esq., and having fulfilled the condition, and passed 
a satisfactory examination, was duly admitted in 1859. Mean- 
while, having taken a lively interest in politics, his influence 
was felt upon all political questions which to any extent 
affected the feelings and views of the community; and the 
degree of his personal popularity, at home, will be sufficiently 
indicated by the fact that he was twice elected to office, being, 
in both instances, the candidate of the minority party. 

But it is upon his military, rather than his civil record that 
his title to the present consideration of his countrymen is 
securely established. Only a bare outline of this is all that 
prescribed limits will allow. From the date of his permanent 
residence in Norristown, he had manifested an active interest 
in military organizations; and at the outbreak of the civil 
war was Colonel of the 1st Regiment of Montgomery County 
Militia, consisting of six companies. Under the law as it 
then stood, five companies constituted a regiment. 

The call of President Lincoln for seventy-five thousand 
volunteers was issued on Saturday, but by some mishap did 
not reach Norristown till the following Monday. Upon its 
receipt, Col. Hartranft immediately gave notice to the com- 
pany commanders of his intention to offer the services of the 
regiment to the Governor of the Commonwealth. The same 
evening the citizens of Norristown were convened, and ad- 
dresses were delivered, tending to excite popular enthusiasm 
and promote enlistment for the defence of the Union. Larly 
next morning, the Colonel started for Harrisburg, had an 


interview with the Governor, and was cordially accepted. 


In three days seven companies were filled to the required 
standard, and on Saturday were reported at Harrisburg for 
duty. Permission was requested to recruit the remaining 
three companies in Montgomery County, but was not granted, 
for the reason that the excitement and peril produced by the 
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attack on the 6th Massachusetts in the streets of Baltimore, 
were deemed such as to demand the immediate presence of 
' all available troops on the line of communication between the 
loyal States and the capital. Three companies were accord- 
ingly supplied from Camp Curtin. On Sunday night the 
regiment moved down to Philadelphia, reporting to General 
Patterson; and, as soon next morning as transportation could 
be procured, was forwarded to Perryville. In the meantime, 
connection by rail between that point and Washington had 
been severed. But after a brief detention, five companies 
were conveyed by steamer to Annapolis, where they joined 
the forces of General Butler; the remaining five following in 
the course of two or three days. The soldiers were still 
arrayed in citizens’ dress, and carried their cartridges in their 
pockets. Uniforms, however, were quickly supplied; but 
owing to haste, or the rascality of contractors at that early 
stage of the war, they proved worthless. Indignant at the 
imposition, Colonel Hartranft hastened back to Harrisburg, 
made complaint to the authorities, obtained better clothing 
for his men, and on the 8th of May the regiment was ordered 
to Washington. About the 1st of June, the command, having 
received the necessary equipage from the general Govern- 
ment, was placed in camp. In discipline, the men were 
rapidly improving; but they were still the worst-clothed troops 
that Pennsylvania had sent to the field. The explanation of 
this circumstance is found in the fact that the regiment was 
hurried to the front, while the others remained till they had 
received suitable equipment. After a brief period in camp, 
Colonel Hartranft received orders to report to Colonel 
Heintzleman; and was assigned to the brigade commanded 
by Colonel William B. Franklin, which was posted with a 
view to covering Alexandria. Nothing worthy of note 
occurred till June 80th, when Colonel Hartranft’s outer 
picket-line was attacked by a party of Confederate scouts. 
This was the first instance in which any portion of the com- 
mand was exposed to the fire of the enemy. One man was 
killed and one wounded. The assailants lost several killed 
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and wounded; and after this exchange of shots the Rebels 
hastily retired, while the pickets fell back to an inner line. 
Preparations were then being made for a general forward 
movement, which soon culminated in the famous battle of 
Bull Run. Colonel Hartranft’s regiment having been mus- 
tered in on the 20th of April, the period of enlistment expired 
just on the eve of that engagement. In view of the approach- 


ing conflict, the Colonel was extremely anxious to retain the 


men in the service; and to induce them to remain, he went 
to General McDowell’s headquarters, and prevailed upon him 
to write a letter requesting them to waive their claim to a dis- 
charge till after the battle. But when the question was sub- 
mitted to the companies, they declined to accede to the request. 
Under the circumstances, their Colonel was powerless either 
to persuade or compel; and as the regiment marched to the 
rear to be mustered out, he advanced to the front to tender 
his own services to McDowell, and was assigned to duty with 
General Franklin, on whose staff he served with conspicuous 
gallantry throughout that first bloody day, which covered so 
many loyal faces with shame and filled so many loyal hearts 
with mourning. 

Colonel Hartranft was commissioned for the three-years’ 
service, July 27th, 1861, and, in September following, or- 
ganized at Camp Curtin, Harrisburg, the 51st Regiment of 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. Some of the officers, and 
many privates of his three-months regiment, joined the new 
organization ; and subsequently proved, by heroic devotion to 
the flag, that their refusal to wait for the battle of Bull Run 
was not owing to any want of loyalty, or a craven fear of 
facing theenemy. The command was mustered by companies 
into the service of the United States, the regimental stand of 
colors being received on the 5th of November, from the hand 
of Governor Curtain, who said: “I am looking hundreds in 
the face, now in perfect health, who will never return to their 
homes, families, and friends; but their memories will be en- 
shrined in the hearts of the generations of future ages.” It 
needed not the inspired foresight of a prophet to enable him 
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to utter these solemn words. The regiment left Camp Curtin 
on the 18th for Annapolis, Maryland. At that time Major- 
General Burnside was organizing an expedition there for ser- 
vice on the coast of North Carolina. The 51st was incor- 
porated with his corps, and assigned to Reno’s brigade of 
Foster’s division. 

On the 6th of January, 1862, the fleet conveying the troops 
weighed anchor and moved down the bay in three squadrons. 
The immediate point of attack was Roanoke Island. At early 
dawn of February 7th, a landing was effected, and the troops 
were immediately put in motion. The regiment participated 
in Foster’s attack, which drove the enemy from their works 
in haste and confusion. Jeno, meanwhile, had thrown him- 
self upon the line of retreat, so that the whole Rebel force, 
with its artillery and small arms, was captured. 

On the 13th of March, Burnside landed his forces on the 
bank of the Neuse River, about fifteen miles below Newbern, 
and marched against the city without delay. In the disposi- 
tions for the attack, Foster occupied the right, Reno the left, 
and Parke the centre of the Federal line. The defences con- 
sisted of ‘thirteen finished redans, bristling with cannon, and 

protected in front by an almost impassable morass filled with 
~ fallen timber.” Skirmishing commenced early in the morn- 
ing. About noon the whole line became engaged; and the 
conflict continued three hours and a half with varying results, 
During this time the 51st Pennsylvania had been held in re- 
serve, within seventy-five yards of the enemy’s works, and, 
though severely exposed and suffering, had not fired a musket. 
As all soldiers will readily comprehend, this was a service 
much more trying to their firmness and spirit than the dangers 
of a direct assault. At last, General Reno, growing impatient 
at the delay of victory, and irritated at the loss he was sus- 
taining, ordered up the 51st for the decisive charge. After a 
careful survey of the approaches by Colonel Hartranft, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Bell was directed to lead the left wing of the 
regiment to the attack. Crossing a ravine obstructed by 
fallen timber, and moving rapidly up the opposite bank, Bell 
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rushed upon the redan, routed the enemy, and planted his 
flag on the ramparts. General Reno, in his official report, 
speaking of the manner in which this movement was con- 
ducted, says: “ All this was gallantly executed, and the enemy 
fled precipitately from all their intrenchments. Some fifty 
prisoners were captured in the works, many severely wounded. 
Upon reaching the Rebel intrenchments, I was rejoiced to see 
our flag waving along the entire line.” This ended the fight- 
ing, and at 4 p.m. the Federal commander was in possession 
of the city. | 

On the 16th of April, the regiment was again engaged in 
an action known as the battle of Camden. Colonel Hartranft 
was not present on that occasion, having received a furlough 
of twenty days that he might visit his sick family. After 
burying two of his children, he hurried back to the scene of 
duty, arriving just in time to salute his men on their return 
from the battle. In no other instance during the war, while 
it remained under his personal command, was his regiment 
engaged when he did not participate. 

In June following, the Colonel received a communication 
from a friend in the rear, requesting him to permit the use 
of his name as a candidate for the oflice of Surveyor-General, 
to which he promptly returned the following reply : — 


“Camp Reno, June 24th, 1862. 
“FRIEND B.—I thank you and my friends in Blair County for your 
kind intentions; but I do most positively decline to have my name 
brought before the public as a candidate for office. I desire to serve 
my country in no other position, during the continuance of the rebel- 
lion, than that in which it has been my fortune to serve since Presi- 
dent Lincoln’s proclamation calling out 75,000 volunteers.” 


Major-General Pope having been appointed to command 
the Army of the Potomac, and being threatened by a com- 
bined movement of the forces of Lee and Jackson, Burnside 
received orders, on the 12th of August, to hasten with his 
column to his support. Landing at Fredericksburg, he 


- pushed forward two divisions to Cedar Mountain, where 
32 
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they formed a junction with McDowell’s corps. But the 
united columns were not able to resist the enemy. In the 
retreat to the Rappahannock, Colonel Hartranft —temporarily 
commanding Ferrero’s brigade— was directed to cover the 
rear of the Federal forces. The post was critical and respon- 
sible in the extreme; and while a gallant front was maintained, 
and every precaution taken, the Colonel’s opinion was that, 
had not Longstreet been inevitably detained two hours, his 
brigade must have been cut off and captured. After con- 
siderable maneuyring, Pope formed in line to receive the 
enemy on the same ground where McDowell had fought the 
battle of Bull Run. Jearney held the right and Reno the 
left, in that part of the field where Colonel Hartranft was 
immediately engaged. The line of retreat was by the Cen- 
treville road, and the Confederates, flushed with recent suc- 
cesses, were advancing to deal a more decisive blow; the 
Federal troops being impeded by their trains and discouraged 
by previous reverses. To protect the trains, and keep the 
road clear, Graham’s Battery had been placed in good position ; 
and that he should be able to hold the ground was a matter 
of the last importance. Terrero, having returned, and re- 
sumed command of the brigade as ranking Colonel, perceived 
the danger and the necessity of support, and with the dl1st 
New York, the 21st Massachusetts, and the 51st Pennsylvania, 
made a stand that could not be shaken by the utmost efforts 
of the enemy. As soon as the attempt to drive him from his 
position had failed, Colonel Ferrero moved off with the 21st 
Massachusetts, supposing the other two regiments would 
follow; but Colonel Hartranft, having received orders to 
that effect from General Reno, remained till near midnight 
with his own regiment, and the 51st New York, under Licu- 
tenant-Colonel Potter, for the purpose of checking any further 
effort to disturb the rear of the Federal column, when he 
received a second order from Reno, saying that Kearney’s 
brigade would suffice to protect the retreat, and that he 
should retire to Centreville. Two days subsequent, General 
Reno’s corps was moved on a line parallel with the road from 
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Centreville to Fairfax Court-House, and took a new position. 
The cavalry reconnoitred in front, and Colonel Hartranft, 
with his regiment and two batteries, held the rear during the 
movement. When the advance of the line became engaged, 


Hartranft brought forward his guns -— placing his infantry in 


support —and opened fire on the enemy. While thus en- 
gaged, an aid arrived from Reno with-an order directing him 
to abandon the ground he had assumed, and immediately 
take position on the right of the line. But convinced that 
he was right, he declined to obey; and mounting, rode to 
headquarters for the purpose of explanation. When he had 
stated the facts of the situation, the General thanked him for 
having taken the responsibility of disobedience, declaring 
that by every consideration the position should be maintained, 
and promising to send to his support the first available rein- 
forcements. : 
This particular series of engagements, in which Colonel 
Hartranft’s command took a part so active and responsible, 
will be known in the history of the war as the battle of 
Chantilly. The days on which it was fought were, perhaps, 
the darkest and most disastrous that ever closed upon the 
republic. For the moment it seemed as though Kearney 
and Stevens had died in vain; as if it were without avail 


that Hartranft and his gallant companions had staked their 


lives to cover the retreating columns, and save the capital of 
the nation. Butit was not in vain. The soldiers who sus- 
tained the defeat had displayed qualities, in their heroic 
attempts to avert it, which gave promise of the triumphs 
that crowned their arms within the two succeeding years. It 
has been given to the highest type of men to be greater in 
defeat than in victory. 

After his defeat on this unfortunate field, Pope was relieved 
of the command of the Army of the Potomac, and McClellan 
restored. Still attached to Burnside’s. corps, Colonel Hart- 
ranft participated in the battle of South Mountain, the 14th of 
September. On the broad summit of the mountain, Ferrero’s 
brigade had a very sharp encounter with the foe. The 17th 
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Michigan, a raw but gallant regiment, first engaged, and 
suffered severely. General Reno, supposing it had estab- 
lished a line on the edge of a wood, as he had directed, 
ordered Colonel Hartranft forward to its support. In moving 
to execute the order, the regiment, unsuspicious of danger, 
was suddenly and fiercely opened upon from the edge of the 
wood. The 17th Michigan had at first driven the enemy, 
but failing to make good the advantage gained, their oppo- 
nents returned, and, waiting till the 51st was almost upon 
the points of their bayonets, opened a murderous fire. As 
quickly as possible the Colonel withdrew his command, and 
reforming under the protection of a fence, returned the fire 
until his ammunition was spent, when he was replaced by 
Colonel Potter with the 51st New York. ‘The fire was thus 
maintained ; and the cartridge-boxes having been refilled, the 
51st Pennsylvania returned; and the enemy, pelted by Hart- 
ranft and Potter combined, finally retreated under cover of 
the darkness. It is well known that the gallant General 
Reno fell in this action, and it was the sad privilege of 
Colonel Hartranft to receive the last words of command that 
were issued from his lips. 

The battle of Antietam, on the 16th and 17th, was but a 
continuation of that of South Mountain. Hooker’s attack on 
the enemy’s left during the afternoon of the 16th, and that 
of Mansfield and Sumner on the morning of the 17th, had 
proved complete successes. But in the meantime the troops 
of the Federal left and centre had remained passive spectators 
of the scene. About nine o’clock, however, the Ninth Corps 
was ordered to advance and carry the stone bridge on the 
extreme right of the Confederate line. Against this position, 
strong by nature and fortified to the utmost by the skill of 
the engineer, the 11th Connecticut and Cook’s brigade, sup- 
- ported by Sturgis’s division, were advanced. As this column 
approached along the valley, it was so hotly assailed by the 
enemy from the opposite heights, that it was obliged to halt 
and reply. The troops of Sturgis gained the head of the 
bridge. The 2d Maryland and the 6th New Ilampshire 
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charged at a run with fixed bayonets, but were compelled to 
fall back by the accurate and concentrated fire to which they 
were exposed. These regiments behaved with admirable 
spirit; but failing of success were, after repeated efforts, 
withdrawn. Burnside, though chagrined by the failure, would 
not yet relinquish the attempt, and so resolved to try again 
with troops that he had seen tested at Roanoke, Newbern, 
and Chantilly. 

General Ferrero came dashing up to Colonel Hartranft, and 
said: “General Burnside orders the 51st Pennsylvania, Colonel 
Hartranft, to storm the bridge.” The manner of communicating 
the order was amarked compliment. The usual mode would 
have conveyed it to General Ferrero, commanding the brigade, 
and trom him to the Colonel of the 51st Pennsylvania. In 
the change of mode there was a special significance. Avoiding 
the road by which the first assailants had suffered so severely 
and been repulsed, the Colonel led his command along the rear 
of the heights overlooking the river till he gained a point 
directly opposite the bridge, when he faced about and moved 
down the slope directly against it. The moment the troops 
reached the open ground of the valley, the Rebel infantry on 
the heights poured upon them a destructive fire, and in cross- 
ing a fence that skirted the road, they suffered still more 
severely. At this point many men were killed, and two 
officers— Captains Hart and Bolton—were dangerously 
wounded. But,’ heedless of the death-dealing discharges, the 
brave fellows made directly for the bridge. Hartranft, lead- 
ing the attack, had paused an instant to close up the ranks, 
when he was joined by his gallant friend, Colonel Potter, at 
the head of the 51st New York. The two commanders and 
their regiments had on previous occasions proved each other’s 
mettle, and now uniting, with a shout that was distinct amid 
the thunders of the battle, they rushed forward, and the 
bridge was won. Burnside’s entire corps now advanced, 
crossed the bridge, and occupied the heights beyond. But 
all this gallant devotion was to no purpose. The enemy being 
relieved by the slackening of the fire on the left, and strength- 
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ened by the arrival of a corps of fresh troops from Harper’s 
Ferry, the Federal advance was compelled to recross the 
bridge, and forfeit the temporary advantage for which they 
had paid so dearly. The troops, however, did not retire till 
after a desperate contest. The 51st having exhausted its 
ammunition, Colonel Hartranft maintained his ground with 
fixed bayonets until the arrival of reinforcements obliged the 
enemy to withdraw. The loss of the regiment, killed and 
wounded, was one hundred and twenty-five, nearly one-fourth 
of its available strength at the opening of the conflict. 
Among the slain were Lieutenant-Colonel Bell and Lieu- 
tenants Beaver and Hunsicker, brave soldiers and estimable 
citizens. In view of Colonel Ilartranft’s services in this 
battle, as well as during the campaigns in North Carolina 
and Virginia, General Burnside entered his name on his list 
_ for promotion, as will be seen in the following letter addressed 
to General McClellan, September 25th, 1862: 


“ GENERAL:—I beg to recommend for promotion as Brigadier- 
Generals, Colonel William 8. Clark, 21st Massachusetts Volunteers ; 
Colonel J. F. Hartranft, 51st Pennsylvania Volunteers; and Colonel 
Edward Harland, 8th Connecticut Volunteers. 

“These officers have served with me with faithfulness wd distinc- 
tion in North Carolina, where they took a prominent part in three 
battles. Colonels Clark and Hartranft then served in General Pope’s 
Virginia campaign under the immediate direction of General Reno, 
by whom they were highly praised, and lately they and Colonel Har- 
land have served with high credit to themselves in this campaign in 
Maryland. 

“ For their arduous and faithful service, in which their bravery and 
skill as officers has highly distinguished them, I would most strongly 
recommend them to your favorable notice for a well-deserved promotion.” 


Upon the publication of General Burnside’s letter, General 
Heintzleman availed himself of the opportunity to congratu- 
Jate Colonel Hartranft as follows; 


“ CoLONEL: —I have read General Burnside’s letter recommend- 
ing Colonel Clark and yourself for Brigadier-Generals. 
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“T well recollect your gallant services on General Franklin’s staff 
at the first Bull Run battle, and have followed with interest your 
career in North Carolina. It will afford me much pleasure to hear 
that your services have been rewarded in this manner.” 


The promotion, however, though so richly merited, was 
long delayed. The Government did not intend to be unjust 
to any of its defenders. But if the claimants were equal in 
merit, they certainly were not in modesty. Colonel Hart- 
ranft thought only of his duty in the field, and no solicitations 
were made at Washington in his behalf. 

The failure to pursue Lee, and the delays upon various 
pretences which succeeded the battle of Antietam, produced 
general discontent throughout the country, and with the hope 
of a more vigorous prosecution of hostilities, McClellan was 
superseded by the appointment of Burnside to the command 
of the army. By this change General Wilcox was placed at 
the head of the Ninth Corps. The enemy had retired from 
the field of Antietam to their intrenched heights in the rear 
of Fredericksburg, About the middle of December the 
Federal army crossed the Rappahannock, and made a general 
assault upon the Confederate lines. Owing to their great 
strength, as well as the gallantry of the defence, and prob- 


ably the want of hearty co-operation with the: Federal com- 


mander on the part of some of his principal subordinates, 
the attack proved a decided failure, and the whole army, re- 
crossing the river, at once retired into winter-quarters. For 
two nights and a day Colonel Hartranft, commanding four 
regiments, held an advanced position in front of the Rebel 
centre, where he threw up intrenchments, and his troops were 
among the last to be withdrawn from the immediate presence 
of the enemy. The loss of his own regiment was twelve killed 
and seventy-four wounded. 

General Burnside, being relieved from the command of 
the Army of the Potomac at his own request, was assigned 
to duty in the Department of the Ohio. In the beginning 
of April, 1863, Colonel Hartranft’s regiment, with other 
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troops and two divisions of the Ninth Corps, were ordered 
to Kentucky. During the spring, the 51st was posted at 
various points in the interior of the State, to protect the 
people against raids by the guerillas of Wheeler, Morgan, 
and Pegram. 

In June, the corps in Kentucky, temporarily commanded 
by General Parke, was ordered to the support of Grant before — 
Vicksburg. In all the operations following this change, 
Colonel Hartranft commanded a brigade, though he had not 
received promotion. In the climate of Mississippi his health 
soon began to suffer. When his brigade was ordered to 
accompany Sherman in his advance against Jackson, he was 
so prostrated as to be unable to keep the saddle, ina was 
obliged to direct the movements of his troops ee an am- 
bulance. 

After the fall of ee and the occupation of Jackson, 
the Ninth Corps was returned to Burnside’s command in 
Kentucky. The 51st took post at Camp Nelson in order to 
rest and refit; was thence moved to Crab Orchard; and after 
recruiting there, marched across the mountains, by way of 
Cumberland Gap, to Knoxville. Since the return from Mis- 
sissippi, Colonel Hartranft had been disabled by the effects 
of disease, but soon after the arrival of his regiment in the 
Valley, he so far recovered as to be able to rejoin it, and in 
obedience to orders immediately assumed command of the 
Second Division of the Ninth Corps. Stirring times were at 
hand. Longstreet was moving, with a greatly superior force, 
to cut off and capture Burnside’s entire command. As sev- 
eral railroads there converged, Campbell’s Station was his 
objective point in this movement, and he had the advantage 
of the shortest and most direct road. But his design was 
discovered in time to frustrate it. Colonel Hartranft marched 
all night, dragging Benjamin’s Battery over roads that were 
-aliiat impassable, and reached the Station in advance of 
the Rebel commander, the head of whose column soon after 
appeared and opened a heavy fire. But the Colonel tena- 
ciously clung to his position till the Federal army with all 












tg boteog aw vel’ of 
elt iogtotg OF inte oilt Yo: 
nwo ol solood Wt to. eallinony out ws 


hobanmeros Yimsroqared iedeactants gi ner a yoo | 
grciod daniD to tog {ve o:f} ot-botob10 BaF ¢ 19 
agands efdt guiwotlol enoituago ot, fie al i 
300 bad ol dpeoult baghd e hobuaiito9, ‘Amiel 1O1C 
dilaod etl gq iseieei 4o oiarailo odd ob noi}ontord, OWES GS 
o} hobo eaw obmgiid aid go ungod sm 
enw of osdoanl Jentrye onsale eid mi aperiode qs | 


w bas olbbua oil good vo} oldaus od OF BB bojat 201g a 
oil. sooth oF “ ido 


















és 
ip os oul eqoort sill ‘to eieroatioy Of 


stoadonl to noisaqsoo0 ot baw enwdealoi Yo Lt oct wer 
si Daeisroo Yobiea oll of boaiot eaw. eqtoD aim | 
oj wobto mt moslét qared $8 seog Soot sald od T touts | 
softs bas :bradenO dex0 oF bovom gangs anv ht pot ae 
to yaw YW eaisiavost oly saota bedoreot , pig ai Hidt99T Ye 
ei mort nutes ody e008 ollivxon dL of panlrod mie 
etodite oult yd holdeaib aged bad oss lo Ou ge iaeke 
ait ai daoun tyes ef to Leviews odt site sooe ind <0 poet 
ci baa di siojet of sida ad of es barevoost “sat, 08 21 of 791 
oil to basarnios bomusees ylotniboatast mobo & % 19 
in oro sont guivide. wep sini, onl to. sQleHT 2 
ovioh sobroque ylinorg 6 sliiwe ha eae apy 199" 
‘oa eA dakarnod eTlhae 8 obiacwEl, oxutqes f 
eid enw mofini4 e'odgun0 ‘sors . 
oystuarba ot bad od him dasenoyors etal a 
aor agieob eid $0! © bao dnonil: 3901 feet ono) 


4 0 
diog. 


7 





me 






iA 


‘ottaloD 
ia ti a 


JOHN F. HARTRANFT. 505 


its trains had passed, and then, falling back, took a new 
position. The fight had been obstinately maintained, not for 
victory, but to insure retreat for the main body of the army. 
In the execution of this purpose the gallant subordinate made 
successive stands till, under cover of the darkness, his chief 
escaped safely into Knoxville. In the subsequent defence of 
that city, Hartranft’s command held the road leading into it 
from Cumberland Gap, and by throwing a dam across a mill- 
stream, he flooded the surrounding country for more than a 
mile, and thus rendered his position perfectly secure. Long- 
street was delayed in his movements, and by the time he 
arrived, the Federal defences had been rendered impregnable. 
But by cutting off supplies he soon reduced the besieged to 
very short rations, when Sherman, dispatched by Grant with 
a heavy force, obliged him to raise the siege, and retire with 
a haste that barely saved him from destruction. 

Their term of service having expired, the 51st returned 
home, and re-enlisting, the troops were granted at Harrisburg 
a veteran furlough. As was their due, they were everywhere 
hailed with the warmest manifestations of weleome. Upon 
arriving at Norristown, Colonel Hartranft and staff, with the 


_ five companies recruited in Montgomery County, were re- 


ceived with the most cordial and flattering demonstrations. 
The orator of the day, among other remarks expressive of 
the public gratitude and appreciation, said: ‘Jt is to you, 
Colonel, that the regiment owes the character it bears. Your dis- 
cipline in the camp, your foresight on the march, your coolness, 
bravery, and judgment on the battle-field, have won the confidence 


_ and love of your men, and made them heroes in the fight. They 
knew that you never ordered where you did not lead.” A few days 


sufficed to recruit the regiment to its maximum, and upon 
the expiration of the furlough, it was rendezvoused at An- 
napolis, where the old Ninth Corps was reassembling. 

A reinforcement of new recruits increased the strength of 
the Corps to twenty thousand men. In the absence of General 
Burnside, the command of the depot was intrusted to Colonel 
Hartranft. All the new regiments were ordered to report 


= 





















a8) RSS A) vo” 
-) 


you & Xoo} dond gailldt ody bie bedeaq at anient ett 
ci Jou .boaiatniget ylotnaitedaimsod bef ‘hot od'T roitaog 
urs oilt to yhod: miaat oiff wt Ieottos orenni OF ind Ch 2: 
ohera oieaibrodua taslieg olt e2oq' sii Bilt YO woltwooKe 94 fat 
Yuido sid zeormdieb ond ‘to t9v09 19bhas {lit ebonta ovie e09na 


‘to sousteb inoupoedua on I ollivaod A otal ylstne beg 


| ep 


ti oiai paibsol bacs oxlt bled basaros eAastieH gio tadd 
[tien a erot9e mab a gaiworlt yd brie qe bashediaad mot 
2 aadt cron wt yviasos paibavonive ot foboott od .aisorta a 
iol .s1u99a qltoduoq noitikog eid horshuor ecilt bas lion 
od oui} odt. xd bam etaomevom eid of hoyslob enw teotte — 
oldasgotqui borsbast ceed bad eoonsteb Ietobo oxi bovinw 
ot bogoised off beonbot nooe od esilqque fo gaitins. Wd toe 
ditw tac yd bedotaqeib wsuriodé sodw eaoitar doda T19y, 
div sito bas .oyoia oi? sain ot orid bogildo aot yveed & | 
aotornteob mott tid bevae ylord jadi slead a 



































bowrtor taf oft ,boviqxo gaivad soivisa To aio siedT 
_ gindeiviall 3s botuetg otow eqoort off gaiteilno-01 bas one ae 
crotvyieve oiow Yous eub tiod! enw eA fguolit astoleys, 
nog  .omoolow Yo enoitatedttnam weommiiw od? dtiw belied, 9 
odt div tea bas ius lymolod ucwotelioVl ja gaiv 14, 
ot gow ogtanoD yromiopisoll i besivive eetmaqosdo ayit 
eaoiariecomeb gaiettal haw lnibros teoat od} dtiw bovieo:, 
to svieeniqxe edasmtet rodio gucdam (yab edi To zoimo od'T, 
soy ob os LY bine coltaioonqqa bas obutiters ‘oildug edt 
aid wol — .arand We etosvode elt 290m Srmeniger sft Ant don) 
sewioon ‘uso, loser of sto Myjestal, “toy ecgoreny AY ni godlegio 
sonsbisnoo SAY stour sual dhloh-sistod ahd so “4s nacnrhoset, Toots wovond | 
WORT Adiga a coorved attodt sboinott Wed ieast soy" ,, 
ered veh A. “Jansd tow bil ssorg sailor huowahero youer Hoy 
sogu bie otumixsar ei of Inomiget oil tino 
-ah, io boevorsebast saw vi fgholuit ext Yo 1 
Jo sityaorta oil! bosnotout etlyroer wot ‘to tem 





ks 









mip 
af ih 
4 


lowolod of boteuniut saw tdqab od} 20. 


506 GOVERNORS UNDER CONSTITUTION OF 1838. 


directly to him, and to his supervision was committed the 
whole work of equipment and reorganization. 

The hero of Donelson, Shiloh, Vicksburg, and Chatta- 
nooga, having been appointed Lieutenant-General and Com- 
mander-in-Chief, was transferred from the West to the East, 
and immediately upon his arrival assumed in person the com- 
mand of the Army of the Potomac. Henceforward there 
was to be no more debating, and war was to be divorced from 
politics. 

The Ninth Corps was reviewed by President Lincoln as it 
passed through Washington to join the columns of Grant 
on the Rapidan. In the grand movements that were imme- 
diately inaugurated, the Corps took position between those 
of Hancock and Warren. Only about one-fourth of it was 
composed of veteran troops. Grant was now to meet Lee 
on the same ground where [Tfooker had been defeated. 
Battle was imminent, and the necessary dispositions were 
being rapidly made. The ground was aptly designated a 
wilderness, and its peculiar character was to give name to a 
battle that will be ever memorable in the country’s history. 
The bloody issue was joined on the 6th of May. Owing to 
the dense undergrowth, Colonel Hartranft had some difficulty 
in getting his brigade into position. Tis instructions were 
to support Potter’s division, which had been ordered to attack 
a part of the Rebel line that was posted in a woods; but the 
enemy were discovered to be on Hartranft’s instead of Potter’s 
front, and so the assault devolved upon his brigade, Potter 
supporting him on the flank of his movement. The fighting 
was necessarily uncertain amid the entanglement of the forest, 
and without decisive effect upon either side. In the after- 
noon General Wilcox, who commanded the division to which 
Colonel Hartranft’s brigade was attached, arrived and as- 
sumed command, when the brigade was ordered to renew 
the assault. But so difficult was the ground, and so obstinate 
the resistance of the enemy, that Hartranft rode up to Wil- 
cox, and said: “ General, this advance is against my judgment.” 
Quickly assigning the reasons for his opinion, they were at 
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once communicated to General Burnside, who expressed his 
approval, and directed the order for the attack to be counter- 
manded. Subsequent information proved that the enemy 
had been heavily reinforced, and disclosed the fact that 
Hartranft had been fighting Longstreet all day, to whose 
repulse he had recently contributed before the defences of 
Knoxville. 

Colonel Hartranft kept his saddle throughout these opera- 
tions; but ordered the officers of his staff to dismount, and 
assist in directing the movements of the several regiments, 
as they were composed mostly of raw troops, and from the 
concealment of the enemy were peculiarly liable to be thrown 
into confusion. When the second advance was ordered, he 
rode along the entire front of his line, pausing to give special 
directions and encouragement to each regiment, though he 
was every moment exposed to the fire of the enemy’s skir- 
mishers. The men being strangers to him, he felt it to be 
particularly important that his personal example should be 
such as would inspire them with firmness in themselves and 
confidence in their leader; and he was known to say after- 
ward that, as he rode along the line the morning following 
_the battle, he heard from the troops words which assured him 
that he could henceforth send them anywhere, whether he 
went himself or not. 

The great battle of Spottsylvania was fought on the 12th 
of May. The Ninth Corps on the morning of that day moved 
in columns of brigades, and crossed Nye River, about a mile 
and a half to the left of the position from which General 
Grant was directing the movements of the whole army. 

Hancock’s famous charge on the centre of the Rebel line 
was like a tornado. For the time being everything went 
down before it. Many prisoners and guns were taken. But 
his columns were dreadfully shattered by the assault; and the 
gallant enemy partially recovering from the dreadful shock, 
and bringing up their reserves, had returned, and were be- 
ginning to drive back the victorious assailants. But fortu- 
nately, at this juncture, the head of the advance column of 
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the Ninth Corps struck the flank of the enemy, and arrested 
their progress. Meanwhile Colonel Hartranft’s line was 
severely exposed to an enfilading fire. ‘To escape this he 
changed front, pushed out skirmishers, and was about to 
advance in force, when he received an order from Burnside 
to report with his entire brigade to General Hancock. But 
while moving rapidly to execute the order, a countermand 
was received, directing him to return to the position he had 
just left, and attack with all his force. Before proceeding to 
execute the order, he desired to send out skirmishers for the 
purpose of feeling the enemy’s position. But General Burn- 
side, having been recently charged with being a little dilatory 
in his movements, would not permit the delay. The result 
was the two columns met in a woods obstructed with dense 
undergrowth; inevitable confusion ensued, a few prisoners 
were taken by both parties; but nothing decisive was accom- 
plished on either side. Colonel Hartranft’s opinion was, that 
_ had a skirmish-line been first advanced into the woods, the 
position and strength of the enemy would have been ascer- 
tained, and they could have been shelled out with little diffi- 
culty. From this day was dated his commission as Brigadier- 
General. Ilis own judgment upon this coincidence was, that 
service and honors do not always correspond. The results 
of his fighting on the day of his promotion had been less 
satisfactory to himself than in any other instance during the 
war. Ie thought he had been by far more deserving after 
Antietam and Campbell’s Station than after Spottsylvania. 
To cover the whole case was probably the intent of the Gov- 
ernment, and whatever may have been the motives for post- 
poning the recognition, no one will doubt its having been 
. richly merited before it came. 

In the prosecution of the campaign portions of the Federal 
troops crossed the North Anna River, but after considerable 
fighting were withdrawn, and the entire available strength 
of the army was immediately thereafter concentrated at Cold 
Harbor, where, on the first three days of June, was fought 
one of the bloodiest battles of the war. On the third day 
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Gen. Hartranft’s brigade was posted near Bethesda Church. 
At six of the morning, he advanced and captured a line of 
works. The ultimate object of this movement was an attack 
upon the enemy’s main line; but his judgment being that 
the attempt should not be made without the support of artil- 
lery, and the guns failing to arrive till three o’clock in the 
afternoon, the order of attack was countermanded by General 
Burnside. By declining the attempt, in the absence of 
artillery, an almost inevitable repulse was avoided, and many 
brave men were saved for a more practicable service at a 
future day. 

On the 16th of June the army crossed the James. In 
almost all the operations attending upon that advance, Gen. 
Hartranft’s brigade was actively engaged. None of these 
were either trifling, unimportant, or free from peril. During 
the two days immediately succeeding the passage of the river, 
he was wounded in the breast by a bullet, and the losses of 
his brigade, by death and wounds, amounted to sixty-five 
officers in a corps of a hundred and five, and seven hundred 
and thirty privates in a force of eighteen hundred. While 
the mine —so much talked of at the time — was in course of 
preparation, Hartranft’s brigade protected the engineers and 
workmen. In the six weeks he was thus occupied, his losses, 
in killed and wounded, were six per day. Several days be- 
fore the mine was completed, General Wilcox’s division 
having been selected to make the attack, he notified General 
Hartranft of the fact, and informed him that his brigade 
would be detailed to lead the division. The night prior to 
the explosion the General was summoned to division head- 
quarters, where the plan of attack was submitted to his ex- 
amination. ‘The failure that resulted has passed into history. 
Upon the explosion of the mine, the troops, both white and 
colored, moved to the assault with great gallantry; but their 
number being large and the crater narrow, they were pressed 
together in a solid mass, and presenting thus a conspicuous 
target, the enemy concentrated upon them their whole line 
of artillery and infantry fire. Under the circumstances the 
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troops could neither advance with success, nor retire with 
safety. Differently planned, the attempt, which proved so 
sad a disaster, might have resulted in a glorious victory. 
General Hartranft’s opinion was that the troops should have 
been advanced in three columns—one to pass directly through 
the crater, and the other two to the right and left of it. It is 
well known that the explosion produced general consterna- 
tion in the Rebel lines. The troops actually fled from the fort 
on the left of the crater, so that the columntadvancing against 
it might have entered without opposition. Besides, general 
attention was so fully concentrated upon the crater, that the 
fort on the right might certainly have been carried. These 
two forts secured, the central column could not have been 
driven out of the crater. In addition to these circumstances, 
the assaulting forces would have had room to form and 
advance in order. The plan adopted was sent down from 
headquarters; and as it was a matter that related directly to 
military science, a citizen-general could not feel himself at 
liberty to openly criticise its pretensions. General Hartranft 
had some narrow escapes amid the dangers of this day. One 
of his orderlies, while sitting between his knees, was mor- 
tally wounded, and another was instantly killed while stand- 
ing at his side. 

On the 18th of August, General Warren’s corps, after a 
sharp engagement, succeeded in capturing the Weldon Rail- 
road. The following day General Hartranft’s brigade was 
placed in reserve, as support to Warren in case of an attempt 
to recapture the prize. About five p. Mm. an aid from division 
headquarters brought him an order to report to General 
Ayres. He had just left Ayres, and knew that no effort was 
being made to disturb the lines in his vicinity; but hearing 
discharges of musketry on the right and front of his own 
position, he replied, “JZ will move in the direction of the fire ;” and 
galloping back found his command under arms. The facts 
of the situation were soon disclosed. Mahone’s troops had 
broken through the line of Crawford’s division, and were 
rapidly advancing. Prompt dispositions were made to receive 
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them, and after a spirited contest the enemy gave way and 
retired. The casualties, however, were unusual for so brief 
an action. General Hartranft’s horse was killed under him. 
A staff officer at his side lost his horse, and was severely 
wounded. The Colonel of the 51st was shot through both 
legs, and permanently disqualified for duty. On some parts 
of the line the forces were engaged almost hand to hand. 
At five o’clock next morning, August 21st, Hartranft, in obe- 
dience to orders, posted his brigade directly across the rail- 
road, facing the enemy, and threw up breastworks. About 
nine A.M. the enemy advanced, driving in his pickets; but 
on attempting his main line were terribly repulsed by the 
artillery, which Warren had so posted as to command the 
approaches, and behind which he had concentrated his entire 
force of infantry. In the fighting of the previous two days, 
though the Federal commander had taken and held the rail- 
road, which was his objective point, he had received more 
damage than he had inflicted. In Hartranft’s judgment the 
lesson was, never fight a battle in the woods. In the action 
at Reams’ Station, a few days subsequent, his command was 
ordered to the support of Hancock, but arrived in time only 
to cover his retreat. The next engagement of any importance 
was that of Poplar Spring Church. In this battle General 
Hartranft volunteered to command the brigade of Colonel 
Humphreys — that officer’s term of service having expired — 
and the offer being accepted, his own brigade was gallantly 
led by Colonel Harriman of the 87th Wisconsin. His com- 
mand held the left of the Federal line. On his right our 
troops attacked, and were seriously repulsed; but owing to 
an intervening woods and a field of sorghum, these move- 
ments could not be distinguished; and the enemy, pursuing, 
occupied a part of the same crest on which he was posted, 
when an order was sent to him from General Meade’s chief 
of staff to retire. But believing his position to be secure, 
he inquired whether the order was peremptory. The aid 
said it was not; but our troops having been repulsed, it was 
deemed prudent that he should fall back, so as to form a 
closer connection with the main line of the army. 
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After this action, reports of the campaign were ordered to 
be sent in to headquarters. When the army crossed the 
Rapidan, on the 5th of May, Hartranft’s command numbered 
five thousand on paper — about three thousand being fit for 
duty. During the spring and summer the 37th and 388th 
Wisconsin and the 18th Ohio Cavalry, dismounted, were 
added to the brigade; but so severe had been its losses, that 
less than a thousand could be reported for service in the field. 
With this veteran remnant, during the autumn, he partici- 
pated in the first battle of Hatcher’s Run. 

About December Ist, 1864, General Hartranft was assigned 
to the command of six new Pennsylvania regiments — the 
200th, 205th, 207th, 208th, 209th, and 211th. On applying 
for permission to organize them into a division, his request 
was granted. The division was about five thousand strong, 
and was designated as the third of the Ninth Corps. The 
‘General’s headquarters were at the ‘“‘ Avery House ”—not a 
hotel, but a farmer’s mansion, in the vicinity of Petersburg. 
Diligent attention was given to the discipline of his troops, 
and every possible means was employed to promote their 
efficiency. | 
_ Nothing of special interest occurred till March 25th —a 
day never to be forgotten in this country, as the date of the 
battle of Fort Steadman. Only the briefest possible allusion 
can -here be indulged. At four o’clock A. M., General Hart- 
ranft was roused from sleep by an unusual movement of his 
signal corps on the roof of the house. Suspecting something 
of importance, he jumped out of bed, and before he could 
dress himself, report was made that the Rebels had broken 
through our lines at a point near the Appomattox. Captain 
Dallien, staff officer of the day, was dispatched in haste to 
General McLaughlin’s headquarters for information; and 
returning, reported the capture of Fort Steadman, and the 
rapid advance of the enemy towards the river. Hartranft at. 
once began to make dispositions for checking this dangerous 
movement, The 208th was sent to MchLaughlin’s support. 
Riding at full speed to Colonel Diven’s headquarters, he 
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ordered him to take charge of this regiment, and make the 
best stand he could against any further attempts upon the 
left of our line. Pushing on to the camp of the 209th, nearly 
opposite the fort, he learned that the regiment had been with- 
drawn by order of General Wilcox, and upon arriving at his 
headquarters found that General, mounted, with his staff, his . 
tents struck, and everything in readiness for a rearward 
move. Owing to the capture of his Adjutant-General, he 
did not know what part of his line, nor, in fact, whether any 
part of it, had been broken. Wilcox’s first information of 
the grave event of the morning was received from Hartranft, 
who requested him to send a staff officer to conduct the 209th to 
a position near the fort. Then riding back to the camp of the 
200th, Hartranft immediately moved it forward in line of 
battle, and, without waiting to throw out skirmishers, passed it 
across a ravine, and up the slope of a hill in the direction of 
the fort, posting it on the crest recently occupied as a camp by 
the 57th Massachusetts. The fire of the enemy was promptly 
directed upon this regiment, and soon became so severe that 
it yielded and fell back —the standard-bearer being killed, 
and the Colonel bringing off the colors. But the point was 
too important to be lost. So, rallying the men, General 
Hartranft sent them back, supporting them by the 209th, 
that had just come up and got into line. The determined 
efforts of the 200th had the effect of checking the enemy till 
reinforcements and the reserve artillery of the Ninth Corps 
could be brought forward and placed in position. In the 
meantime, the General had remained, mounted, with these 
advanced troops, though the exposure was so great that only 
one officer in four, bringing or conveying orders, had escaped 
being wounded. 

Satisfied now that the advance of the enemy toward the 
river had been arrested, he returned to his rear, and found 
that the 205th and 207th, which he had ordered to be for- 
warded when he left his headquarters in the morning, had 


passed down the ravine, and taken position directly opposite 
33 
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the fort. All the regiments of his division were now in line 
near the fort except the 211th, which soon after arrived. 

At this juncture an order came to General Hartranft from 
General Parke, commanding the whole army that day, to 
retake Fort Steadman, and preparations were instantly begun 
for its execution. The signal was to be a certain movement 
of the 211th, which had replaced the 200th on the crest of 
the dangerous hill. But when all was ready, a second order 
was received, postponing the attack till the arrival of the 
Fifth Corps. But feeling certain of success, and fearful that 
he would not be able to communicate with all his regiments 
in time to countermand the attack, General Hartranft deter- 
mined to disregard the order, and advance immediately to 
the assault. The result more than justified his decision. 
Confident in themselves, their cause, and their commander, 
the troops moved grandly to the encounter, and had the 
obstacles been much more formidable than they were, the 
triumph could have been no less certain. The Federal loss 
was two hundred and fifty, killed and wounded. In killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, the enemy’s loss was not less than 
three thousand; but, what was of still greater importance, 
the success re-established the Federal line of investment. 
This deserves to be regarded as the most brilliant service of 
General Wartranft’s military career; and that it was so con- 
sidered by the Government, is evident from the following 
documents: 


“ HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
“ March 27th, 1865. 


“To Masor-GENERAL J. G. PARKE, 
“Commanding Ninth Army Corps. 

“ GreNERAL:— The Commanding General directs me to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of this date, recommending Brigadier- 
General Hartranft, United States Volunteers, for the Brevet of Major- 
General of Volunteers, for his conspicuous gallantry in recapturing 
Fort Steadman during the action of the 25th inst., as well as for his 
industry and efficiency in organizing and disciplining his division, 
composed of new regiments. 
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“In reply, I am directed to inform you that, before the receipt of 
your letter, a recommendation of this same effect had been made by 
the Commanding General to Lieutenant-General Grant, to which a 
response was received, that this nomination had been made to the 
Secretary of War, and a telegraphic answer returned, that the ap- 
pointment should be made. Since then the Commanding General is 
informed by telegraph that Brigadier-General Hartranft is brevetted 
Major-General, and the appointment has been forwarded by mail. 
Your recommendation is, however, forwarded to complete the record. 

“T am, General, very respectfully, 
“Your obedient servant, 
“GrorGcE D. RuGGLes, 
“ Assistant Adjutant-General.” 


% HEADQUARTERS Nixtu Army Corps, 
“March 28th, 1865. 


“ BREVET Mayor-GENERAL JOHN F’. Harrranrv, © 
“Commanding Third Division. . 

“ GENERAL: — The Commanding General instructs me to transmit 
herewith copy of communication from Commanding General Army 
of the Potomac of yesterday’s date, which will explain itself. 

“He bids me say, however, in connection therewith, that such 
prompt recognition of your services on 25th inst., by the President, 
the Lieutenant-General, and the Major-General commanding this 
Army, affords him the greatest pleasure, and he begs you will accept 
his hearty congratulations on your well-deserved promotion. 

“Tam, General, very respectfully, 
“Your obedient servant, 
“P.M. Lypie, 
“ Brevet Lieut.-Col. and A. A. General.” 


The final advance of the Federal army occurred April 2d, 
1865. At daybreak General Hartranft’s division attacked 
the Confederate lines immediately in front of Petersburg, 
and carried them, after a resistance which cost him in killed 
and wounded a thousand men. Many prisoners and guns 
were captured; and his skirmishers were the first Union 
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troops that entered the city. In the pursuit of Lee, which 
followed the evacuation of Richmond, his columns advanced 
as far as Nottaway Court-Hlouse, but were not again engaged 
with the enemy. 

The Ninth Army Corps was the first to return to Wash- 
ington. Upon its arrival, General Hartranft was detailed by 
Secretary Stanton as special Provost-Marshal, to take charge 
of the conspirators about to be tried for the assassination of 
President Lincoln. In the performance of this service and 
other duties arising therefrom, he was engaged till the middle 
of July, when he was ordered to the Department of Ken- 
tucky, and appointed by General Palmer on a military com- 
mission for the trial of guerillas and other outlaws. In 
January, 1866, he was honorably mustered out of service. 
The esteem in which the Government held him as a man 
and a soldier will be best understood from the following com- 
munication : 


“War DEPARTMENT, 
“Washington, August 29th, 1866. 

“Sir :—You are hereby informed that the President of the United 
States has appointed you ‘Colonel of the Thirty-fourth Regiment of 
Infantry,’ in the service of the United States, to rank as such from 
the twenty-eighth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-six. Should the Senate at their next session advise and consent 
thereto, you will be commissioned accordingly. 

“Immediately upon receipt hereof, please to communicate to this 
Department, through the Adjutant-General of the Army, your ac- 
ceptance or non-acceptance, and with your letter of acceptance return 
the oath hereinwith enclosed, properly filled up, subscribed and 
attested, and report your age, birthplace, and the State of which you 
were a permanent resident. 

“EpwIn M. STranron, 
“Secretary of War.” 
“CoLONEL JoHN F. HARrTRANFT, 
“34th Regiment U.S. Infantry.” 


This appointment was unsolicited and unexpected, and as 
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he had decided to resume the pursuits of civil life, it was 
thankfully acknowledged, but respectfully declined. 

In August, 1865, he was requested to permit the use of his 
name as a candidate for the office of Auditor-General, but 
did not consent till the morning of the day on which the 
convention assembled. He was nominated on the first ballot 
— the vote being made unanimous before it was declared — 
and elected by a majority of nearly twenty-three thousand. 
In 1868 he was renominated and re-elected by a handsome 
majority. 

The manner in which he discharged the duties of this trust 
may be inferred from his nomination for the office of Gov- 
ernor, April 9th, 1872, and his election, on the 10th of 
October, by a majority exceeding thirty-five thousand. Three 
times submitted to the test of the popular vote, in the course of seven 
successive years, his signal success, in each instance, must be re- 
garded asa mark of extraordinary respect and confidence on -the 
part of the people of his native State. Ie was inaugurated with 
the usual ceremonies, January 21st, 1873. 

Governor Ifartranft is in person tall and prepossessing. 
A vigorous constitution, and an active life, regulated by 
strictly temperate habits, have endowed him with superior 
powers of endurance. The balance of his intellectual and 
moral powers is well sustained. A few words will paint a 
truthful portrait. In boyhood dutiful and exemplary. At 
school and college thoughtful, studious, and regardful of 
authority. Among his fellow-students chiefly distinguished 
for those qualities which ripen into the leadership of men. 
Reserved in demeanor. Patient in investigation. Sound in 
judgment. Teticent in speech. Prompt and swift in exe- 
eution. In the very prime of manhood, he has assumed the 
duties of the chief magistracy, supported by the best wishes 
of the people of a grand Commonwealth. 

Governor Hartranft was married January 26th, 1854, to 
Sallie Douglas Sebring, daughter of William L. Sebring, of 
Easton, Of this marriage there were six children, of whom 
four are living — two sons and two daughters, 
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Abercrombie, General, placed in chief 
command against the French, 162; 
leads forces against forts on the lakes; 
detachment of army of, captures Fort 
Du Quesne, 163. 

Aberdeen, Scotland, George Keith, na- 
tive of, 106. 

Abraham, Plains of, battle on, 164. 

Active, The British ship, taken as a 
prize by four seamen; seized by Cap- 
tain Houston and taken to port; trou- 
ble concerning award of the prize, 311. 

Acrelius, quoted, 49. 

Adams, John, seconds motion on Inde- 
endence, 186, 246; assists Patrick 
lenry, 242; visits Dickinson, 249; de- 

scribes Dickinson, 250; letter of, 
quoted, 277; letter of McKean to, 
298; friendship for McKean; letter to 
McKean, 305 ; tribute to McKean, 306 ; 
inauguration of; succeeded by Jeffer- 
son, 325; allied with Federal party, 343. 

Adams, Samuel, opposes Washington, 
282; John Quincy, elected President, 
346. 

Aix-la-Chapelle, treaty of, 147. 

Albany, fort near, 17; defence of, 111; 
Indian conference at, 129, 147; Gen- 
eral Congress at, 154, 260. 

Alexander, Major General, 373; Major 
J. B., 405. 

Alleghanies, The, settlers push beyond 
and come in contact with the French, 
149; Virginians occupy land west of, 
180. 

Allen, Nathaniel, commissioner, arrives, 
67; William, Chief Justice of the Col- 
ony ; Anne, daughter of Chief Justice, 
marries John Penn, 189. 

Allison, Rey. Francis, tutor of McKean, 
289i: * 

Almanac, Poor Richard’s, maxims in, 
256, 257. 

Almond, W. B., 470. 

Alrichs, Jacob, appointed director of 
City Colony, 44; seeks advice of Stuy- 
vesant, 45; wife of, dies, 46; death of, 
47. 

Alrichs, P3ter, farm of, seized by Ensign 


Stock, 52; to be councillor, 53; sent to 
New York to have murderers detected ; 
testifies before council, 55; Deputy 
Governor on west side of the Dela- 
ware, 56; appointed commander and 
schout; to administer oath of alle- 
giance, 57; deprived of office of Judge, 
but reinstated, 58. 

Alter, Susan, marries Joseph Ritner; 
David, 361. 

America, settlements in, 17; forms alli- 
ance with France, 207; German emi- 
grants to, 308. 

Amherst, General, under Abercrombie, 
162; captures Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, 163, 164; commands British 
army; captures all strongholds in 
Canada, 166. 

Amsterdam, merchants of, fit out vessels, 
19; chamber of, 22; city of, loans 
money to West India Company, 44; 
land on south bank of the Delaware 
sold to; commissioners of colony on 
Delaware, to reside in, 44; affects a 
loan; buys territory on east side of the 
Delaware, 48. 

Amundson, John, commissioned captain 
in the navy; superintends construc- 
tion of vessels on the Delaware; ob- 
tains grant of land, 36; military and 
naval authority bestowed upon, 36, 37. 

Amyrault, Moses, professor of divinity ; 
instructs Penn, 70. 

Andre, Major, 224. 

Andrews, Robert, 350. 

Andros, Sir Edmund, made Governor; 
issues proclamation; visits the Dela- 
ware; holds a court at New Castle, 58 ; 
issues instructions to justices; pream- 
ble of instructions, 59; official misman- 
agement of; departs for England, 65. 

Angell, Colonel, at Fort Mercer, 205. 

Anne, Princess, succeeds King William ; 
favors Penn, 116. 

Antes, Catharine, marries Simon Snyder, 
321. 

Anthony, Joseph B., first teacher of 
Governor Pollock, 426; law tutor of 
Governor Packer, 435. 
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Anti-Masonic party supports Ritner, 
362, 870; Burrowes Chairman of State 
Executive Committee of the, 370. 

Archives, Pennsylvania, quoted, 231. 

Armstrong, Colonel, destroys Indian- 
town of Kittanning; gallantry of; 
presented with medal and plate by 
city of Philadelphia, 161; collects 
force in Cumberland County; ad- 
vances upon, and destroys Indian 
towns; General, sends Colonel Boquet 
to relieve Fort Pitt, 168. 

Armstrong County, Governor Johnston 
removes to, 400. 

Armitage, Sarah, marries Thomas Mc- 
Kean, 306. ; 

Arnold, General Benedict, commands 
camp for recruits, 200; wounded at 
Saratoga; assigned to command of 
Philadelphia, 211; Council brings 
charges against; extravagance of; 
marries; is court-martialled; resigns 
commission ; corresponds with British 
officers, 224; ruin of, traced, 225; 
Reed prosecutes charges against, 225; 
treason of; goes to Virginia as British 
officer, 248; treachery in the Umstead 
case, 311. 

Arran, Lord of, forces under, joined by 
Penn, 71. 

Artillerists, Republican, of Chester 
County ; erect monument at Paoli, 203. 

Assembly, of Province, meets at Chester ; 
passes “Great Law,” 86; adjourns; 
met by Penn; members of Council, and 
adopt new charter; number of mem- 
bers reduced, 87; grants Penn impost 
upon imports, 88; attempts to check 
arbitrary rule of Blackwell; Governor 
Blackwell forms party in, 105; sum- 
moned by Fletcher, 110; money de- 
manded of, for defence of Albany; 
passes rate bill; dissolved by Fletcher, 
111; met by Markham; disregards or- 
ganic law; passes money bill and new 
constitution ; number of members, 114; 
long debate of, on new constitution ; 
adopts constitution, 115; dissolves the 
union between Province and territories; 
number of representatiyes to the, dou- 
bled, 117; efforts in, by Governor Evans, 
to restore union of the terytories and 
Province; obstinacy of, in opposing 
re-union; bill confirming provincial 
charter, not approved by the Governor, 
118; draws up address to the Proprie- 
tor; quarrels of; dismissed by the 
Governor; new members elected, and 
business transacted with dispatch, 119; 
clamorous to prosecute Evans; cites 
offences of Evans; solicited to appro- 

riate money, by Gookin; new mem- 
pan of, elected; passes prohibitory 


slave law; act of, against slavery an- 
nulled bythe Crown, 122; leaves salary 
of Governor in arrears; Gov. Gookin 
refuses to recognize; committee of, 
driven from the Governor’s door; 
adjourns without attending to any 
business, 124; convened by Keith; 
asks Governor to dissolve, 125; Gov- 
ernor Keith’s skilful management of; 
passes acts forming court of equi- 
ty, and a militia organization, 128; 
meets Gordon and addresses; Keith 
foments difficulties in; meets and pre- 
sents address to George II., 132; draws 
distinction in reference to treaties with 
Indians, 133; Mr. Paris agent of; 
stays hurtful resolution of, 135; con- 
gratulatory addresses to Thomas and 
John Penn, 135 ; met by Goy. Thomas ; 
Hamilton, Speaker, takes leave of, 
141; averse to voting money, 142; 
messages pass between Governor and; 
complaints of, concerning enlistment 
of servants ; provides for losses of mas- 
ters of servants; contentions between 
Governor and, increase, 143; refuses to 
vote Governor Thomas his salary ; 
answer to Governor’s complaint; Qua- 
ker element strong in; not to be sub- 
dued to Governor’s will; votes arrear- 
ages of Governor’s salary, 144; Gov- 
ernor communicates death of John 
Penn to, 145; urged to provide means 
of defence, but refuses, 146; objects to 
defensive warfare; votes money for 
gifts to the Indians, 150 ; demands that 
the Proprietors should bear part of 
expense of Indians; has controversy 
with the Proprietors, 151, 152; urged 
by Hamilton to vote money for de- 
fence; provides for issue of paper cur- 
rency, 153; borrows money for sup- 
port of troops, 155, 156; sends Frank- 
lin to confer with Braddock, 156 ; votes 
fifty thousand pounds to the king’s use 
for protection of the frontier; remon- 
strates with Governor against veto, 
157; votes money for northern opera- 
tions, 158; Franklin takes*seat in; 
meeting of, 159; act of, for organizing 
militia; money bill of, vetoed by Gov- 
ernor Denny, 160; passes bill levying 
one hundred thousand pounds upon 
all estates ; bill of, vetoed, 161; exempts 
Proprietary estates from taxation; 
sends Franklin to England to represent 
grievances to the Throne against the 
Proprietors, 162; sends remonstrance 
to the Proprietors, 164; bill of, taxing 
Proprietary estates, approved by the 
King, 165; convened by Hamilton, 
166; votes money to prosecute war 
against Indians; modifies bill to suit 
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the Governor’s views ; condemns course | Battles, Braddock's Defeat, 157 ; Quebec, 


of Proprietors; adjourns for fifty days ; 
petitions the King to assume direct gov- 
ernment of the Province, 173, 235; 
action of, in reference to taxation of 
the Colonies, 173; dines with the Goy- 
ernor; instructs agent in London to 
urge repeal of revenue act, 174; action 
of, on letters received on Colonial af- 
fairs relating to taxation ; urges entire 
repeal of tax law, 175; rejects decisions 
of Continental Congress on Wyoming 
controversy ; Council forbidden to ap- 
prove acts of, 177; Richard Penn’s in- 
tercourse with, 179; general conference 
instructs the, 182; adopts instructions ; 
appoints delegates to Congress ; recom- 
mendations of Congress approved by, 
183; message of John Penn to; pro- 
vides pay for militia, 184; appoints 
committee of safety; resolve of public 
meeting against the, 185; instructs 
delegates in Congress ; declaration of, 
186; adjourned sessions of the; ceases 
to exist; last acts of, 188; passes postal 
law, 258. See Commonwealth, Assem- 
bly of the. 
Atchinson, George, 417. 


Auditor-General, Packer appointed, 438. 


Augur, General C. C., 477. 


Babb, Matthias, 335. 

‘Balance, the ship, dispatched to bring 
ship Mercury to New Amsterdam, 44. 

Baltimore, city of, included in Penn’s 
charter, 66; Congress adjourns to 
meet at, 197; Congress returns to 
Philadelphia from, 199; attacked by 
General Ross, 316; guarantees bonds 
of railroad, 442; revolt in, 459. 

Baltimore, Lord, demands surrender of 
territory on the Delaware; lets claim 
rest, 47; throws obstacles in Penn's 
way, 60; letter to, from Penn; con- 
fers with Markham about boundary, 
66; Penn unable to agree with; sub- 
mits question of boundary to home 
government, 101; applies for trans- 
fer of the lower counties, 136; claims 
jurisdiction over lower counties, 141. 

Bancroft, the historian, quoted, 22, 41, 
42, 100. 

Bank of United States, Jackson opposes; 
Wolf approves, 360; failure of, 417; 
Bank of Pennsylvania fails, 417. 

Banks, General N. P., 477. 

Banner, The Star-Spangled, song of, 
composed, 316. 

Barbadoes, Dickinson writes pamphlet 
to inhabitants of, 236. 

Barney, Commodore, fleet of, abandoned 
and burned, 315. 

Barrett, O., 438, 


164; Lexington, 184,275; Bunker Hill, 
185; Brandywine, 202, 203; German- 
town, 203; Pass of La Hoya; Chapulte- 
pec; Garita de Belen, 470; Bolivar, 
476; Cedar Mountain; Bull Run; An- 
tietam, 477 ; Fredericksburg ; Chancel- 
lorsville; Gettysburg, 478; Chicka- 
mauga, 479; Wauhatchie; Lookout 
Mountain; Mission Ridge; Ringgold; 
480; Mill Creek; Resaca; New Hope 
Church; Pine Hill; Muddy Creek ; 
Nose’s Creek; Kolb’s Farm; Kene- 
saw; Marietta; Peach-Tree Creek; 
Siege of Atlanta, 483; Fort McAllis- 
ter; Savannah ; Bentonville, 484. 

Bladensburg, 315. 

Bay, The Delaware, discovered, 18; land 
on, conveyed to Penn, 82; Penn de- 
sirous of holding, 101. 

Bay of New York, 17; discovered, 18; 
Chesapeake, 17. 

Beekman, William, appointed vice-di- 
rector; sketch of, 46; in charge of 
West India Company’s revenues, 47 ; 
jurisdiction ends; returns to New 
Amsterdam; commissary at Esopus; 
envious of D’Hinoyossa, 49. 

Bellefonte, 450, 451, 455. 

Benckes, with Evertson, in command of 
squadron, 56. 

Benner, General Philip, 451. 

Berkeley, Lord, and Sir George Carteret, 
grant of Southern New Jersey to, 53; 
sell part of territory, 60; statutes of, 77. 

Berks County, Indian murders in, 162; 
Heister brothers settle in; Joseph 
Heister born in, 333; John Andrew 
Shulze born in; is pastor in, 344; Rit- 
ner born in, 361. 

Bettering House, 212. 

Beversrecde, redoubt at, recommended, 34. 

Bezer, John, Commissioner, arrives, 67. 

Bicker, Gerrit, in command of Fort Cas- 
imir, 37. 

Biddle, Edward, delégate to Congress, 
183. 


Bigler, William, birth of; parents of; 


education, 414; learns printing; pub- 
lishes a paper; removes to Cleartield, 
415; fine marksman; marries, 416; 
enters mercantile business; large lum- 
ber dealer; elected to the Senate; re- 
ceives every vote in his county but one, 
417; speaks upon resumption of specie 
payments; Speaker of the Senate; 
returned for a second term ; advocates 
building the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
418; advocate of the Tyrone and 
Clearfield, and Philadelphia and Erie 
railroads; candidate in convention for 
Governor; Revenue Commissioner ; 
elected Governor, 420; administration, 
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420; opposes omnibus legislation, 421 ; 
renominated ; illness of; defeated by 
the Native American party; opinion 
on Kansas-Nebraska bill; President 
Philadelphia and Erie Railroad; elect- 
ed to the United States Senate; pitted 
against Douglas, 422; travels over 
Kansas, and urges Free State men to 
action; acts with Crittenden in his 
Compromise measures ; opposes seces- 
‘sion; member of Committee on the 
Crittenden Compromise; member of 
Charleston Convention; Chairman of 
Democratic Convention of 1864; de- 
feated for Congress; delegate to Dem- 
ocratic Convention of 1868; living in 
retirement; member of Presbyterian 
Church, 424. 

Bigler, John, Governor of California, 
414, 420; Jacob, father of, 414. 

Big Timber Creek, 21. 

Billingsport, defences at, 200. 

Billop, Captain Christopher, succeeds 
Collier, 60. 

Binns, John, gives incident of Governor 
Snyder, 318. 

Birmingham, brother-in-law of Gookin, 
124; township in Bucks County named 
for, 124. 

Birmingham, meeting-house, battle at; 
wounded carried to, 202; stains of 
blood on floor of, 203. 

Blackwell, Captain John, commissioned 
Deputy Governor, 104; Penn’s opinion 
of; Penn disappointed in reference to ; 
arbitrary rule of; relieved of office, 105. 

Blanchard, John, 451. 

Block, Adrian, vessel of, burned; builds 
first vessel ever built in America, 19. 

Block, Hans, to be councillor, 53. 

Bloemart, Samuel, purchases tract of 
land, 23; joined by De Vries, 23. 

Blue Ridge, 323, 477. 

Board of War, established, 280, 282; 
members of, 280, 281. 

Boileau, Roland Curtin, 451. 

Boquet, Colonel, sent to relief of Fort 
Pitt; arrives at Fort Ligonier ; attacked 
by Indians near Bushy Run; lays am- 
buscade; routs Indians; arrives at Fort 
Pitt, 168; marches from Carlisle to 
Fort Pitt; reaches forks of the Mus- 
kingum, 171; strikes terror into the 
Indians, 172. 

Borden, Mary, marries Thomas McKean; 
Joseph, 306. 

Boston, harbor, 17; Colonel Nicholls ar- 
rives at, 51; vessels sent to, boarded 
and tea thrown into the water ; harbor 
procee a tea-pot, 181; port closed ; 

arsh measures towards, 182, 183; 
Washington in camp at, 275. 
Boundary line of Pennsylvania, 66, 67. 
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Bowers, Theodosia, mother of President 
Reed, 216. 

Braddock, General, arrives at Alexan- 
dria, Va., with two regiments ; marches 
to Frederick, Md.; Franklin sent to, 
and commissioned by, to procure trans- 
portation, 156, 258; advances on Fort 
Du Quesne ; scorns advice of Washing- 
ton, 156; battle with French and In- 
dians ; mortally wounded; defeat of, 
left the frontier unprotected, 157. 

Bradford, William, 253. 

Brandon, John, 436. 

Breckenridge, Judge, asks to be im- 
peached, 326; official conduct investi- 
gated ; Governor asked to remove from 
office, 327. 

Brigadier General, eight hd a 185. 

Bright, General Michael, commands 
militia ordered out by Governor Sny- 
der, 312. 

Brinton’s Ford, on Brandywine Creek ; 
General Sullivan at, 202. 

British, The, part of army sent against 
Indians, 166; ministry, prosecute war 
with the Indians, 171; ministry of- 
fended at Massachusetts’ circular let- 
ters, 171; troops withdrawn from Fort 
Pitt, 180; invade Pennsylvania, 201; 
army march into Philadelphia, 204; 
wanton conduct in Philadelphia; fleet 
follows D’Estang, 212; army under 
Cornwallis surrenders, 248; incite In- 
dians to hostilities; army on Canada 
frontier unfortunate; murder sick and 
wounded prisoners, 314. 

British America, finest capital city in, 
133; Logan’s life in, a laborious one, 
141; French power in, to be broken, 
163; taxation of, 181; address of first 
Congress to people of, 183. 

Brockholls, Captain Anthony, succeeds 
Andros as Governor, 65; king’s decla- 
ration delivered to, by Markham, 65. 

Brown, General Jacob, victories of, 315; 
Adjutant, ancestor of Governor Find- 
lay, 323; John, famous “ Raid” of, 
446, 447; Mr., teaches Curtin, 451. 

Bryan, George, appointed to attend gene- 
ral Congress, 173, 213; elected Vice- 
President of Council, 199 ; acting Presi- 
dent of Council, 211; re-elected Vice- 
President ; resigns; born in Ireland; 
engages in mercantile pursuits; mem- 
ber of Assembly ; message of, on aboli- 
tion of slavery, 213; Judge of the Su- 
preme Court, 214; member of Council 
of Censors ; death of ; character of, 215. 

Buchanan, James, presides over meeting 
of Federalists, 344; speech of, 353, 380; 
Governor Porter friend of, 389; Presi- 
dent, 422, 443 ; Packer’s letter to, 444; 
Geary resigns governorship to, 475. 
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Buckshot War [commonly termed the], 
account of, 371, 374. 

Bucks County, Pennsbury Manor in, 95; 
Buckingham township in, 124; John 
Penn resides in, 189, 434, 435. 

Burgoyne, General, captures Fort Ticon- 
deroga; surrenders at Saratoga, 203. 

Burrowes, Thomas H., appointed Secre- 
tary of Commonwealth ; friend of edu- 
cation, 365; Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools; appoints Ritner inspec- 
tor, 366; pays tribute to Wolf and 
Ritner, 368; Chairman State Execu- 
tive Committee of the Anti-Masonic 

party, 370; address of, on the election, 
1 


Bushy Run, battle with Indians near, 
16 


8. 

Butler, Colonel, leader of Connecticut 
claimants ; barbarous offer to settle dis- 
pute, 176. 

Bye, Charity, mother 
Packer; Hezekiah, 434. 

Byllinge, Edward, Fenwick buys land 
for; a Friend; fortunes impaired ; 
assigns property; put in possession of 
West New Jersey, 60; trustee for West 
Jersey colonists, 77. 


of Governor 


Cadwalader, General, joins Washington 


with brigade, 197; in command of. 


' Pennsylvania troops; unable to cross 
the Delaware to Trenton, 198; Mary, 
234. 

Callowhill, Thomas, father of Penn’s sec- 

ond wife, 95. 

Cambria County, 468. 

Cambridge, Union Flag unfurled first at, 

194, E 


Cameron, Simon, 435. 

Campanius, the historian, quoted, 39. 

Canada, French from, establish trading- 

osts, 134, 146; given up to the Eng- 
ish, 167, 261; pamphlet on, 263; 
Franklin visits, 264; Wellington’s 
veterans sent to, 315. 

Canal, The West Branch, opposed, 436 ; 
completed, 437; Board of Commission- 
ers, 438; the Franklin, 443. 

Cancer, Tropic of, 20. 

Canonsburg, 467. 

Cantwell, Captain Edmund, sent to the 
Delaware; Captain and Schout, and 
to administer oath; made Deputy 
Governor, 58 ; superseded by Collier, 59. 

_ Cape Henlopen, 82. 

Cape of Good Hope, 20. 

Capital, the State, building of, com- 
menced ; corner-stone laid by Governor 
Findlay, 330 

Carlisle, town of, militia march from, to 
Fort Du Quesne, 163, 171; college at, 
endowed, 248. 
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Carlisle, Earl, British commissioner, 225. 
Carpenter’s Hall, Congress meets in, 241; 
convention of deputies meets in, 295. 
Carpenter, Samuel, takes Lloyd’s place 

in Council, 104. 

Carr, Sir Robert, commissioner, 51; dis- 
patched to the Delaware; conciliates 
the Swedes and Finns; storms Dutch 
fort; seizes farm of D’Hinoyossa, 52. 

Carr, Captain John, seizes farm of Van 
Sweringen, 52; to command on the Del- 
aware, 53; matter of sale of liquor to 
the Indians referred to; order in 
council concerning liquor _ licenses 
made on recommendation, 54; receives 
George Tox, 55. 

Carrickfergus, garrison of, mutiny in, 71. 

Carteret, Sir George, and Lord Berkeley, 
grant of Southern New Jersey to, 53 ; 
sell part of territory, 60; statutes of, 


df. 

Cartlidge, two brothers named, kill In- 
dian, 129. 

Cartwright, Sir George, commissioner, 51. 

Casimir, Fort, erected; rendered Fort 
Elsinborg useless, 35; Gerrit Bicker in 
command of; taken by Rysingh, 37; 
Swen Schute in command of; surren- 
ders to Stuyvesant, 41; Derek Smidt 
the herald to demand surrender of; 
seat of government at, 43; called New 
Castle; Indian murderer hung in 
chains at, 55. 

Cass, Lewis, minister to France; con- 
verses with the King on troubles in 
Pennsylvania, 374. 

Catholics, Roman, Penn’s tract against, 


76. 

Cavaliers, The, followed Smith to Vir- 
ginia, 17. 

Centre County, Wm. F. Packer born in, 
434: 435, 440, 450, 451, 465. 

Chadd’s Ford, Washington at, 202, 

Chambersburg, 330. 

Champlain, Lake, 166. 

Charles River, 17; the Dutch name of 
Delaware river, 18. 

Charlestown, Mass., tea stored in, 181. 

Charleston, S. C., attacked by British, 
195; enemy withdraw from, 196. 

Charles, Robert, appointed associate of 
Franklin at London, 164. 

Charles II., grants patent to Duke of 
York; ascends throne, 51; renews 
grant to Duke of York, 58 ; declaration 
of, respecting grant to Penn, 65 ; Char- 
ter of, to Penn, 66;-Penn petitions; 
names Pennsylvania, 78; dies, 89, 109; 
succeeded by his brother James, 109. 

Charter, Penn’s, date of, 65. 

Chatham, Earl of, on addresses of Con- 
gress, 243. 

Chesapeake Bay, 17, 47. 
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Chester, militia stationed at, 201 ; Ameri- 
can army retires to, after battle of 
Brandywine, 203. 

Chester County, artillerists of, erect a 
monument, 203; incident relating to, 
319, 434. 

Christina, Queen, succeeds to throne of 
Sweden; creek named after; fort 
named after, 30; ministers of, instruct 
Printz, 33 ; feeble reign of ; yields throne 
to Charles Gustavus, 40. 

Christina, Fort, 30; colony at, in want, 
31; Governor Printz arrives at, 32; 
under command of Governor Rysingh ; 
besieged ; surrendered to Stuyvesant ; 
inhuman conduct of Dutch troops at, 
41; commanded by Hudde; called 
Altona, 44. 

Church, Robert R., 489. 

Church, The Established, party of, in- 
imical to Quaker rule, 116. 

Cicero, his De Senectute translated by 
James Logan, 139. 

Clarke, James, 438. 

Clay, Henry, 452. 

Claypoole, James, commissioners of land 
office, 102; appointed one of’ five com- 
missioners, but never acted, 103. 

Clearfield, William Bigler removes to, 
415, 424; County of, 437. 

Clinton, Sir Henry, sails from Boston on 
secret expedition, 195 ; attacks Charles- 
ton, 8. C., and meets with repulse; 
joins Howe at New York, 196; takes 
command of British army, 206; evacu- 
ates Philadelphia and moves towards 
New York; fights at Monmouth, 
207. 

Clinton County, 435, 439, 440. 

Clymer, George, appointed member of 
Congress; signs Declaration, 187. 

Clymer, Heister, 486. 

Coaquannock, at the site of Philadel- 
phia, 82. 

Coates, Ann, 434. 

Cock, Peter, to be councillor, 53. 

eg Cogswell, Robert, party from Connecti- 
cut sail under, 31. 

Coleman, Henry, engaged with the Long 
Finn in an insurrection, 54; taken and 
transported, 54. 

Coleman, William, merchant; Mifflin in 
counting-house of, 273; member of 
Junto; described by Franklin, 274. 

College of Commerce, the Swedish, com- 
mission John Amundson; Rysingh 
Secretary of, 36. 

College, Philadelphia, authority of trus- 
tees suspended, 208. 

College, Dickinson, endowed; named in 
memory of John Dickinson, 248; Dr. 
Nisbet, President of, 249. 

Collier, Captain Johu, made commander 
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on the Delaware; usurps authority; 
is deposed by Andross, 59. 

Colony, the Virginia, 18, 26; first on 
Delaware ; attention drawn to, by de 
Laet, 22; of fifty souls, ruler of, 23; 
Hosset left in charge of, 24; young, 
destroyed, 26; of Connecticut, 28; 
passengers of ship Mereury absorbed 
in the, 44; year of distress in the, 
46 ; eyils in, due to Alrichs ; the city’s, 
represented by Beekman, 47 ; that of, 
city evades payment of the revenues; 
transfer of the Niew <Amstet, 48; 
Swedes plans repossession of, 49; cer- 
emonies in the New England, 49; 
Needham placed in command _ in, 
53; twelve articles for government of, 
59; Upland, the heart of, 66; ships 
arrive with four commissioners; laws 
in force in, 67; Penn’s influence in, 
puissant, 108; Lloyd’s influence over 
the, 112; Penn arrives in, 115. See 
Province. 

Colonies, the two Northern, of Delaware, 
23; the New England, 28; in the New 
World, 29; the New England and 
Virginia, 31; importation of negroes 
in, a source of revenue, 123; French 
encroach upon, 148; raise troops 
against the French, 153; all to con- 
tribute men and money for defence of 
frontier, 111; conference of Governors 
of, at Albany, 129; encroachment of 
home government on, 134; first gen- 
eral Congress of, meets; plan of goy- 
ernment for, prepared by Franklin, 
154; military operations along line of, 
163; money voted to, for expenses in 
French war, 166; taxing of, considered 
‘in Parliament, 172; agents of, informed 
that revenue was to be drawn from 
stamp-duty ; stamp act meets intense 
opposition in; action of the, in regard 
to stamp act; occasion of independence 
of, 173; Congress of, meets, 174; last 

etition of, to the King, entrusted to 
Richard Penn and Arthur Lee, 179; 
non-importation agreements of; action 
of, on the taxation of tea; conduct of, 
exasperates the ministry, 181; sympa- 
thy of, towards Massachusetts, 182; 
Congress of, 182, 183; resolve against 
importations, 183; John Penn believed 
to sympathize with; Ministry resolve 
to enforce submission of; great excite- 
ment in, 184; to form new govern- 
ments, 185; united, declared free, 186, 

Colonial Records, quoted, 95. 

Colonists, West Jersey, Penn’s letter to; 
under Carteret and Berkeley, 77; 
and the Indians, 80, 86; code of laws 
for, 80. 

Colonization, 17, 20, 21. 
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Colve, Captain Anthony, Governor of 
New Netherland; in command of 
military forces, 56; yields power to 
Andros, 58. 

Commander-in-Chief, Washington, ap- 
pointed, 185. 

Commissioners sent to Chesapeake Bay, 
47; four arrive from England, 67; 
duties of; Penn sends letter with, to 
the Indians, 68. 

Commissioners, five, appointed, and ex- 
ecutive power lodged in; _ instruc- 
tions of Penn to, 103. 

Commissioners to smarts arms, 185; 
British, appointed; attempt bribery, 
225; to settle Wyoming controversy, 
meet at Trenton, 229. 

Committee of Safety, McKean chairman 
of, 296. 

Common schools, system of, inaugurated, 
353, 358; Burrowes, ex-officio Super- 
intendent, 368; interest of Porter in; 
Shunk Superintendent, 387. See 
Schools. 

Commons, House of, Franklin before the, 
261, 262. 

Commonwealth. See Pennsylvania. 

Company, The Dutch East India, em- 
ploy Hudson, 18; of merchants of Am- 
sterdam, exclusive privileges granted 
to, 19; West India, in contemplation ; 

' Dutch West India, incorporated ; sub- 
scription to its stock open to all na- 
tions; divided into five branches, 20; 
West India, powers enlarged, 22; 

rivileges to patroons granted by, 23; 
utch, 30. 

Company, The West India, report of 
Stuyvesant to; the Amsterdam, make 
new conditions of settlement, 46. 

_Condoreet, oration of, on Franklin, at 

Paris, 268. 

Conestoga Creek, Indians on, 33. 

Conestoga, conference of Indian chiefs 
with Gov. Keith at, 128; Indian killed 
near, 129; Indian assassins traced to; 
massacre of Indians at, 169. 

Confederation, Articles of, McKean on 
committee to draw; gave power to 
Congress, 294. 

Conference, general, held; resolves of; 
instructs Assembly, 182; second, held; 
Reed, president of; resolves of, 184; 
approves Declaration of Independence, 
and raising militia, 186; Joseph Hies- 
ter a member of, 334. See Provincial 
Convention. 

Congress, the first general, meets, 154, 
173, 174, 235, 291; delegates to, from 
Pennsylvania, 173, 235; vote in, on 
representation, 291; McKean repre- 
sents Delaware in, 293. 

Congress, The Continental, decide in favor 
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of Connecticut claimants, 177; action 
of people toward convening, 182; as- 
sembled at Philadelphia; resolves of 
delegates of, from Pennsylvania; presi- 
dent. and secretary of; addresses of; 
adjourned; delegates from Pennsylva- 
nia to second meeting, 183, 241; Iking 
receives address of, kindly; action of, 
approved by second Pennsylvania con- 
vention; second, meets; resolves to or- 
ganize army, 184; recommends forma- 
tion of new governments in the colo- 
nies, 185; arrests John Penn, 189; 
agrees upon articles of war; issues bills 
of credit, 194; alarmed; adjourns to 
meet in Baltimore; invests Washing- 
ton with dictatorial powers; returns to 
Philadelphia, 199; establishes camp 
for recruits ; General Mifflin appears be- 
fore, 200; adjourns to meet at Lancas- 
ter and at York, 204; sends ambassa- 
dors to France, 207 ; returns to Phila- 
delphia, 211; refuses to listen to Brit- 
ish Commissioners of peace, 225; ap- 
points. commission to settle Wyoming 
controversy, 229; Mifilin delegate to, 
274; refuses Mifflin’s resignation, 281, 
282 ; asks inquiry into Miftlin’s conduct, 
281; confidence of, in Mifflin renewed ; 
party in, fault Washington ; appoints 
Board of War, 282; Mckean president 
of ; Hanson president of, 299. 

Congress, of the United States, decides 
Wyoming controversy in favor of Penn- 
sylvania, 177 ; Hiester member of, 339; 
Wolf member of, 351 ; debates on tariff 
in, 360; Pollock member of, 426 ; first 
action of, on Pacific Railroad, 427. 

Coningsmark, the Swedish general, father 
of Long Finn, 54, 

Connecticut, claim of, as to western 
boundary, 50, 175; authorities to meet 
Lovelace, 56 ; emigrants settle in Wyo- 
ming valley; people of, form Susque- 
hanna Company ; Governor Penn pro- 
tests to Governor of, 176; question of 
claim settled, 177,229 ; warfare in, 248. 

Connolly, one, occupies Fort Pitt; im- 
prisoned by Governor Penn, 180. 

Constitution, of the Province; features 
in, 80; defect in, 81; relinquished by 
Assembly; new one prepared; last, 
granted to Province and Territories, 
provisions of, 97; Assembly pass new, 
114; long debate on new; adopted, 
115; review of, by Franklin, 165. 

Constitution, of 1776, convention assem- 
bles for framing, 187; completed; 
signed ; intrusted to Council of Safety, 
188; provisions of, 194; opposition to, 
223, 286 ; convention to revise, 286, 301. 

Constitution of 1790, adopted, 286 ; Simon 
Snyder member of convention to frame, 
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809; Hiester member of convention to 
frame, 339; Ritner the last Governor 
under, 361. 

Constitution, of 1838, strips executive of 
appointing power; provision to pro- 
vide for death of Governor, 407; Gov- 
ernor Bigler on amending the, 421. 

Constitution of United States, convention 
of, 249, 265; submitted to the States for 
ratification; opposition to, 300; pro- 
visions of, reference to, 447, 448, 449, 
474. 

Convention, Provincial, second, meets; 
resolves of, 184; meeting in Philadel- 
phia recommend calling, to form new 
government; delegates meet and pro- 
vide for constitutional convention, 185, 
186; elect Mckean president; action 
of, 186. See Conference. 

Convention, Constitutional, assembles ; 
opens with divine service; took upon 
itself government of Colony; Frank- 
lin president of, 187 ; elect Council of 
Safety, 193; to frame Constitution of 
United States; Dickinson member of, 
249; to frame constitution of 1790; 
Mifilin president ; Hiester member of, 
286; to ratify Constitution of United 
States, 301; Hiester member of, 339; 
National, meets at Harrisburg, 349; 
Democratic national, 443. 

Conway, General Thomas, forms cabal 
against Washington, 283. 

Cook, Arthur, appointed on commission 
of five, 103. 

Cornelis, Cape, named by Mey, 19. 

Cork, Penn at, on business, 71; Penn im- 
prisoned in city of, 72. 

Cornwallis, Lord, pursues Washington ; 
restrained by Howe, 146; in Philadel- 
phia, 204; army under, surrenders, 
248, 264. 

Coudray, Du, engineer, examines and 
reports on defences of Philadelphia, 
200. 

Council, minutes, 22, 23. 

Council, the ‘Provincial, met by Penn, 
at Philadelphia; number of dele- 
gates to, reduced, 87; law relating 
to marriages of negroes, passed by, 
95; executive authority committed 
to, 105, 117, 136, 146; Thomas Lloyd 
president of; three forms of exec- 
utive power left to the decision 
of, by Penn; members from. terri- 
tories withdrawn from, 105; deputa- 
tion of, sent to induce seceding mem- 
bers to return, 105-6; badger Penn, 
111; met by Markham, 114; to con- 
sist of twelve members; Edward 
Shippen president of, 117; Governor 
Gookin testifies before, to fits of de- 
rangement, 121; in opposition to Gov. 
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Keith, 129; had only advisory power; 
Gov. Keith acts independent of; state- 
ment of Logan on minutes of; Keith 
a arn by Hannah Penn, for not con- 
sulting, 130; Logan president of; ad- 
vises with the assembly; forbidder 
executive power in legislation, 136; 
petition removal of Gookin, 124; John 
Penn, son of Richard, made president 
of, 153; government in hands of; 
James Hamilton president of; forbid- 
den to approve Acts of Assembly, 177; 
Richard Penn member of, 179. 

Council, the Lords of, Penn brought 
before; Penn’s reply to; Penn again 
brought before, and reply to, 92; Pro- 
prietors before, 165; Franklin before, 
262, 263. 

Council of Five, appointed by Penn; 
Thomas Lloyd president of, 101; let- 
ter of Penn to; Nicholas Moore at 
head of, 102; Penn dissatisfied with; 
relieved by five commissioners, 103. 

Council of Safety, new constitution in- 
trusted to, 183; assumes government 
of Colony ; Thomas Rittenhouse chair- 
man of; supersedes Proprietary gov- 
ernment, 193; formal organization of; 
Wharton elected president, 194; issues 
an order to people of Philadelphia, 
196; stirring address of, 197. 

Council of Censors, Bryan member of, 
215. 

Council, Supreme Executive, The, ap- 
points Board of War and Navy; ap- 
propriates money; Wharton elected 
president of, 200; title of president 
of, 199; proclamations of, 200, 201; 
adjourns to Lancaster, 204; returns to 
Philadelphia; Bryan acting president 
of, 211; Reed éledted president of, 
222; Reed writes to, 228; Moore pres- 
ident of, 231; Dickinson president of, 
248; Franklin president of, 251, 265; 
Mifflin president of, 273, 286. 

Councillors, under Markham, attestation 
of, 66. 

Court-house, at New Castle, 82; election 
declared from, in Philadelphia, 199. 
Court, at Old Bailey, Penn tried before; 

Penn fined by, 74; of Common 
Pleas, jurymen, in trial of Penn, 
brought their case; peacemakers ap- 

pointed at county, 87. 

Court, of King’s Bench, Penn brought 
before, and discharged by, 93; Penn 
cleared before, 109. 

Court, Supreme, at New Castle, commis- 
sion of Governor Gookin refused pub- 
lication in, 124; a judge of, kicked by 
Gookin, 124. 

Craig, General, witness to bravery of 
Mitilin, 276, 
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Creeks, Big Timber, 21; Little Timber, 
21; Lewes Settlement made on, 23; 
Christina, 26, 30; Salem, 31, 32, 33; 
Conestoga, Indians on, 33; Neshaminy, 
lands near, deeds signed for; Baker’s, 
88; French, Washington ascends, 149 ; 
Bald Eagle, 451. 

Cresap, Michael, Capt., with Daniel 
Greathouse, murder Indians, 180. 

Cresson, Solomon, beaten by Governor 
Evans, 121. 

Crittenden, [John Jordan,] compromise 
measure of, 423, 429, 432. 

Crispin, William, commissioner; ap- 
pointed surveyor-general ; died, 67. 

Croghan, Major, brave defence of Fort 
Stephenson, 314. 

Cromwell, plans recovery of Dutch Ter- 
ritory, 50. 

Crown Point, expedition against, suc- 
cessful, 158, 163, 164. 

Crown, the British, grants made by; 
people at Manhattan and, 51. 

Cumberland, in Maryland, troops organ- 
ize-at, to quell Whiskey Insurrection, 
287. 

Cumberland County, Franklin procures 
wagons and horses in, for Braddock, 
156; savages advance through, 158; 
Indian murders in, 162; outpost of 
civilization, 167; Boquet collects force 
in, 168; Ritner removes to, 361, 374; 
teachers’ institutes in, 366. 

Cumberland Valley, 323; Scotch-Irish 
settle in, 324. 

Cunningham, Thomas S., 372. 

Curtin, Andrew Gregg, birth of, 450; edu- 
cation of ; studies law; admitted to the 
bar, and practises law, 451; success in 
criminal causes; advocate of Whig 
principles; labors for Harrison; can- 
vasses the State for Clay and for Scott ; 
chairman of State Central Committee; 
appointed Secretary of the Common- 
wealth; ex-officio Superintendent of 
common schools, 452; makes common 
school education efficient; favors 
cecunty superintendency, 453 ; laments 
defect of well-qualified teachers; re- 
commends system of Normal Schools, 
454; resumes practice of the law, 455; 
elected Governor, 456; inaugural ad- 
dress of, quoted, 457-459 ; message of, 
quoted; called upon for troops, 459; 
receives order from Secretary of War 
that the troops are not needed; directs 
troops to preserve their organization ; 
asks authority from the Legislature to 
organize a Reserve Corps; receives 
pressing appeal to forward the Re- 
serves to the capital, 460; his prompt- 
ness throughout the war in furnishing 
troops; his devotion to the interests of 


the soldiers, 461; founds the Soldiers’ 
Orphans’ Schools ; tribute to, 462; his 
health fails; is tendered, by Lincoln, a 
foreign mission; re-elected Governor ; 
sails for Cuba for benefit of health, 
463 ; is tendered, by Johnson, a foreign 
missiyn, but declines; prominent can- 
didate for United States Senate; is sup- 
orted for Vice-President; appointed 
finister to Russia; has a public recep- 
tion at Independence Hall; banqueted 
at the Academy of Music, Philadel- 
phia; sails for Russia; supported by a 
number of delegates for Vice-President 
in Liberal Republican Conyention at 
Cincinnati, and in the regular Repub- 
lican Convention at Philadelphia; in- 
clines to conservatism in government ; 
personal appearance of, 464; marries ; 
returns to this country from Russia,465. 
Curtin, Roland, father of the Governor, 
450. 
Curtis, John, Justice of the Peace, 
charged with use of treasonable lan- 
guage, 103. 


Dallas, Alexander J., letter of McKean 
to, 294. 

Darrah, Lydia, conveys intelligence to 
Washington, 206. 

Dartmouth, Lord, Colonial Secretary ; 
corresponds with Joseph Reed, 217. 
Dauphin County, Court House in, occu- 
pied by the Legislature, 330; Shulze 

merchant in, 344. 

Davy, Sir Humphrey, tribute of, to 
Franklin, 259. 

Davenport, Abraham, poet, song of, 351. 

Deal, Penn embarks at, for America, 82. 

Deane, Silas, ambassador to France, 207. 

Dean, Lieutenant-Colonel, 296. 

Declaration of Independence, composi- 
tion of the, 246, 247, 264, 296; opposed 
by Dickinson ; adopted, 246, 295. 

De Bert, Dennis, agent of Massachusetts 
Bay at Court of St. James; father of 
Esther, 217. 

De Bert, Esther, marries Joseph Reed, 
217; death of, 229. 

D’Estang, commander of French fleet ; 
arrives at mouth of Delaware, 207; 
sails for Rhode Island; followed by 
British fleet ; fleet shattered in a storm ; 
sailed to Boston for repairs ; departs for 
the West Indies, 212; aids American 
cause, 248. 

Delany, Colonel, 283. 

Delaware Bay, discovered and named; 
known as Newport May, and Godyn’s 
Bay, 18; land at mouth of, purchased 
from the natives, 23; vessels arrive in, 
30. 

Delaware River, headwaters of; first 
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528 INDEX. 


Known as South River; named by 
the English; called by the Indians, 
Pautaxas, Mariskitton, and Makerish- 
kisken ; by the Dutch, Zuyt or South, 
Nassau, Prince Hendrick, and Charles ; 
by the Swedes, New Swedeland Stream, 
18; first settlement on, 22; trade from; 
ship Walrus arrives in, 23; Dutch 
settlements on, 26, 27; patroons sell 
lands upon; party from Connecticut 
sail to, 28; Pappegoya upon; western 
bank of, claimed by the Swedes, 33; 
Hudde retained upon; Stuyvesant sails 
to, 34; land on south bank of, bought 
by city of Amsterdam, 44; distress of 
colonists on the, 47; territory on, 

~ Claimed by Virginia and Maryland, 
50; Sir Robert Carr dispatched to, 52; 
visited by Nicholls; settlements on 
east side of; regulations for govern- 
ment on; English authority on the, 
53; deputies from, go to New York 
to give adhesion to Dutch power; 
three courts established on the; oath 
of allegiance administered to inhabi- 
tants on, 57; authority of the Dutch 
on, ceases, 58; families settle on east 
side of, 59; Quakers settle along 
western shore; Penn’s application 
for land west of, 60; territory west 
from, 61; letter of Penn to colonists 
on, 65; Penn proceeds up, on open boat, 
82; French privateers run into the, 
114; a resort for privateers of enemy, 
144, 146 ; batteries planted on shore of, 
144; line of forts erected from, to Mary- 
land line, 158. 

Delaware, State of, northern limits, 30; 
territories formed, 82, 118; Dickinson 
elected to Congress from, 247; Dickin- 
son member of Assembly, and Presi- 
dent of, 248; Dickinson delegate from, 
to frame Constitution, 249; originally 
part of Pennsylvania, 289; establishes 
loan office, 291; constitution adopted, 
297 ; McKean president of, 298. 

De La War, Lord, visits Delaware River, 
18; and discovery of, 27. 

Denny, William, commissioned Deputy 
Governor; cordial reception of; in- 
structions of; objects to money bill; 
messages of, 160; rejects bill levying 
one hundred thousand pounds upon 
all estates, 161; presented with five 
hundred pounds; disregards instruc- 
tions; signs bill taxing Proprietary 
estates; recalled; administration of, 
165. 

De Ruyter, with Tromp, leads Dutch 
fleet against the English; fights three 
battles, and defeats his adversaries, 56. 

Detroit, French force from, routed, 163; 
Indians attack, 167. 


De Vries, David Pieterzen joins Goodyn 


and Bloemart on the Delaware; two 
vessels sent by, to the Delaware, 23; 
and whale-fishery ; commander of ves- 
sels, and patroon; sets sail; reaches 
mouth of the Delaware, 24; pacific 
policy ; concludes treaty; sails. up the 
river ; sails for Virginia, 26 ; and whale- 
fishery; sails for Holland, 27 ; opinion 
of; Printz, 35, 36. 


Dickinson, John, opposes the King’s as- 


suming direct control of the Province, 
171, 235; appointed to attend General 
Congress, 173, 235; writes Farmer’s 
Letters, 175, 237; presides at monster 
meeting in Philadelphia, 182, 239; 
draws instructions to the Assembly, 
182, 240; delegate to Congress, 183, 
242; opposes Independence; absent, 
when vote on Declaration was taken; 
omitted as delegate, 187; birth of; 
education; studies law; visits Eng- 
land; practises law in Philadelphia; 
member of Assembly, 234; essays of, 
236; eulogies tendered to, by people 
of Boston; Society of Fort St. David 
present address to, 238; drafts petition 
to the King, 242, 243; draws up ad- 
dress to people of Canada, 243; draws 
up second address to the King, 244; 
composes a manifesto, 245; opposes 
the Declaration of Independence; ab- 
sent when vote was taken on the 
Declaration, 246; volunteers as a pri- 
vate; made brigadier-general; rules 
of life; elected to Congress from Del- 
aware, 247; member of Assembly and 
president of Delaware; elected presi- 
dent of Pennsylvania; endows college 
at Carlisle, 248; delegate from Dela- 
ware to frame constitution ; writes nine 
letters, signed Fabius; delegate to con- 
vention, to revise Constitution of Del- 
aware; writes second series of letters, 
signed Fabius; visited by John 
Adams, 249; library of; described by 
Adams; marriage; death, 250; acting 
Governor of two States, 289; letter of 
McKean to, 302. 


Dickinson, Samuel, father of President; 


removes from Maryland to Delaware; 
Judge of Court of Common Pleas, 234. 


Dickinson College, 451. 
Dinwiddie, Governor of Virginia, sends 


Washington to confer with the French, 
149; forward in recruiting, 153. 


Dixon, Jeremiah, to run boundary lines; 


name, world-renowned, 67. 


Dixon, W. Hepworth, his Biography of 


Penn, quoted, 91. 


Dock, Susan, mother of Governor Bigler, 


413. 


Donegal, settlement of, 169. 
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Dongan, Tho., signs certificate, 22. 

Donop, Count, attacks Fort Mercer; 
mortally wounded, 205. 

Dorchester Heights, fortified by Ameri- 
cans, 199. 

Dorsey, the Messrs., 381. 

Downingtown, militia stationed at, 201; 
in Chester county, 433. - 

Douglass, Samuel, Attorney-General, 
405. 

Douglass, Judge, 421, 422. 

Drake, Wm. E., 440. 


Duché, Colonel, regiment of, escorts Gov- 


ernor Denny, 160. 

Duke of York, the, grant of territory to; 
Nicholls, groom of the bed - cham- 
ber to, 51; grant of, to Berkley and 
Carteret, 53; laws of, 53, 67; English 
power surrendered to, 56; grant of, re- 
newed by Charles, 58; last court held 
under, 67; has Penn discharged from 
Tower, 74; assumes title of James II., 
74; Admiral Penn’s dying request to, 
75; yearly rents to be paid by Penn to, 
82; duty paid to, by Penn, 83; his 
friendship for Penn; succeeds to the 
throne, 89. 

Dunmore, Governor of Virginia, lays 
claim to territory in Western Penn- 
sylyania; settlers claim protection of; 
refuses to hear messengers from Goy- 
ernor Penn, 180. 

Dunkirk, privateers of, capture vessel, 
23 


Du Quesne, Fort, French build, 149. 

Du Quesne, Marquis, Governor of Can- 
ada; remonstrates with Governors of 
New York and Pennsylvania, 150; 
fort named after, 153; operations 
against, 162. 

Dutch, the, sought the Hudson, 17; 
right of, to the Delaware, 18 ; posses- 
sions in New World called New Neth- 
erlands, 19; West India Company in- 
corporated, 20; object of colonization, 
21; settlements on the Delaware, 26; 
Company, territory of, 30; at mouth 
of the Schuylkill; opposition to the 
Swedes, 34; Rysingh to employ mild 
measures against the, 37; increase 
at Manhattan, 39; Governor sails to 
the Delaware, 40; troops, inhuman 
conduct of, at Fort Christina; Swedes 
and Finns take oath of allegiance to, 
41; in full possession on the Delaware, 
42; conflict between, and English rule ; 
evils of government of the, 50; pos- 
sessions of, 51; rule of the, 52; Eng- 
lish fleet descends upon coast of the; 
fleet led by De Ruyter and Tromp; 
great naval battle on waters of; 
squadron dispatched to recover New 
Netherlands, 56; authority of, on the 
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Delaware ceases, 58; Adiniral Penn 
has engagements with, 60. 

Duyckinek, Evert A., the author, quoted, 
206., 


Easton, conference with Indians at, 162; 
books and State papers removed to, 
204; Wolf, postmaster of, 350. 

East India Tea Company, excitement 
against; vessels of, turn back to Eng- 
land ; vessels of, sent to Boston, board- 
ed, and tea poured into the water, 181. 

Eckley, John, one of five commissioners, 
103. 

Eden, William, British commissioner, 
2206 

Edinboro’, Erie County, normal school 
at, 366. 

Edmundson, William, the preacher, 
holds meetings, 59. 

Education, Mclean advocates, 304; rudi- 
ments of, received by Hiester, 334; 
message of Shulze on, 348; message 
of Kitner on, 367. 

Elder, Rey. John, (Colonel,) requests 
Governor to remove Indians from Con- 
estoga; rangers of, massacre Indians, 
169; Thomas, 393. 

Electoral College, Shulze President of, 
349, 

Electricity, Franklin’s discoveries in, 
259, 261. 

England, peace between Holland and, 
40; fleet of, descends upon the Dutch 
coast, 56; peace between Netherlands 
and, concluded, 58; three ships ar- 
rive from; seal of, 60; Penn’s de- 
scription of Province published in, 67 ; 
laws of, 67,71; civil liberty in, 75; 
code of laws prepared in; frame of 
government agreed upon in, 80; war 
between Spain and, declared, 166; 
treaty of peace between, and United 
States, 317. 

English, first in New Netherlands, 28 ; 
parties of, attempt to gain a foothold 
upon the Delaware, 31; party of, trom. , 
Connecticut, settle at mouth of Salem 
Creek, 81; Van Ilpendam sent to drive 
the, from Delaware, 33; make Rysingh 
offers about a wife, 39; encroach upon 
the Indians, 167 ; settlements in Mary- 
land; claim discovery of territory on 
the Delaware; submission of settlers 
to, demanded, 47 ; claim to territory oc- 
cupied by the Dutch, 50; throne, as- 
cended by Charles I1.; commissioners 
issue proclamation, 51; New Nether- 
lands passes under rule of the, 52; 
laws in Colonies, digested by Nicholls, 
53; held at bay by De Ruyter, and 
defeated, 56; soldiery sent to Hol- 
land, 56; New Netherlands restored 
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' to the, 58; law essentials; ships from, 


arrive with commissioners, 67; law, 
offences capitally punished by, 81; 
law of primogeniture abrogated in 
Pennsylyania, 86; James IJ. promises 


INDEX. 


Fenwick, John, arrives, 59; buys land 
in trust for Byllinge, from Berkley and 
Carteret, 60. 

Ferguson, Mrs., bears proposition from 
Johnstone to Joseph Reed, 225, 226. 


podas ee to Church of, 90; people} Fillmore, Millard, President, 374. 


ose confidence in King James, 109; 
the French at war with, 111; traders 
seized by the French, 150; Shawanese 
and Delaware Indians raise the hatchet 
against, 158; capture Quebec, 164; 
strongholds in Canada submit to rule 
of, 166; government, order a confer- 
ence at Albany ; Ministry order Gene- 
ral Congress of the Colonies in Ameri- 
ca, 154. 

Erie, city of, 442. 

Erie County, normal school in, 366. 

Europeans, three, wander up Mohawk 
Valley, 17; trade to, 33. 

Evans, John, succeeds Andrew Hamilton 
as Deputy Governor, 118; character 
of, 118, 121; arrives in the Colony; 
increases number of Council; first act 
of, an effort to unite the Territories and 
Province; withholds sanction from 
bill, 118; party opposed to; dismisses 
the Assembly ; had little respect for 
the Quakers ; makes call for militia by 
proclamation, 119; despicable  con- 
duct of, to test the Quaker faith; ruse 

‘to frighten the Quakers futile; wins 
contempt of the people; builds fort at 
New Castle, and compels vessels to 
bring to, before it, 120; relieved by 
Charles Gookin ; misbehaves to Indian 
women; beats Cresson, 121; charges 
preferred against; Council charged 
with being accessory to misdeeds of; 
offences of, cited, 122; odious to the 
people, 125; misjudges the Quaker 
faith, 143. 

Evertson, Commodore, with Benckes, in 
command of squadron, 56. 

Ewing, Dr., Provost of University of 
Pennsylvania; discourse of, on death 
of George Bryan, 215. 

Fabius, letters of, 249. 

Fair Hill, near Philadelphia; county- 
seat of Dickinson, 249. 

Farmer’s Letters, 175, 237, 238. 

Farrandsville, terminus of West Branch 
Canal, 436. 

Fauche, the Abbe, delivers eulogy on 
Franklin, 268. 

Federal party, formation of; principles 
of, 343; dissolution of, 343, 346; news- 
papers of, join in support of new party, 
346 


Federalists, organ of, 325; support Jo- 
seph Hiester for Governor, 328, 329, 
339; support Andrew Gregg for Goy- 
ernor, 344. 


Findlay, William, fourth Governor of 
Pennsylvania; birth of; lineage, 323; 
thirst for knowledge; instruction of, 
324; admirer of Jefferson; Inspector 
of Militia; Major; elected to the As- 
sembly ; proposes moving of the capi- 
tal to Harrisburg, 325; chairman of 
committees, 326, 327; votes against 
impeachment of judges of Supreme 
Court, 326; provisions offered by, to 
revise judiciary system; elected State 
Treasurer, 327; substitutes current for 
uncurrent money received by chief — 
clerk ; Legislature refunds money: to; 
elected Governor; resigns as State 
Treasurer ; inquiry into ofticial conduct 
of, as Treasurer, 328; Legislature re- 
ports official conduct of, as Treasurer, 
faithful; official conduct as Governor 
inquired into; re-nominated for Goy- 
ernor, 329 ; defeated by Hiester ; elected 
to United States Senate; appointed 
Treasurer of Mint at Philadelphia; 
resigns; death of; lays corner-stone 
of the Capitol; 330; appoints Shulze 
Surveyor General, 345. 

Findlay, Samuel, 323; Colonel John; 
General James, 330. 
Finns, company of, sail with Minuit, 30; 

of company’s colony, 44. 

Finney, David, of New Castle; McKean 
studies law with, 289. 

Fishbourne, William, treasurer, a de- 
faulter ; furever disqualified from hold- 
ing office, 134. 

Fishbourne, Elizabeth, daughter of Wil- 
liam; marries Thomas Wharton, Jr., 
208. 

Five Nations, the Minquas, a tribe of, 33; 
chiefs hold conference, 128 ; treaty con- 
cluded with, 133. 

Flag, the Union, first unfurled; descrip- 
tion of, 194. 

Florida, given up to the English, 167. 

Fletcher, Governor, commissioned to as- 
sume jurisdiction of Pennsylvania and 
Territories, 94, 110; writes to Governor 
Lloyd; visits the Province in great 
pomp; summons the Assembly; Penn 
writes to, 110; appoints Markham 
Deputy Governor; dissolves the As- 
sembly; departs for his own colony; 
occasionally visits Delaware Colony; 
message of, to the Assembly, 111; 
reasons for transferring government of 
Penn’s colony to, 113, 114; declaration 

- of, to Assembly, as to constitution, 118, 
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Fort Amsterdam, party of English settle 
near, 28. 

Fort Casimir, erected ; renders Fort El- 
sinbcrg useless, 35; captured by Ry- 
singh, 37; capture of, fatal to the 
Swedes, 40; under command of Swen 
Schute, 40, 41; besieged by Stuyve- 
sant; surrender of; inhuman conduct 
of Dutch troops at, 41. 

Fort Christina, named, 30; lands south 
of, acquired by Stuyvesant, 35. 

Fort Du Quesne, named, 153; captured 

~ by General Forbes; garrisoned by 
Pennsylvanians, 163. 

Fort Elsinborg, erected, 33; rendered 
useless, 35 ; seized by Stuyvesant, 40. 
Fort Le Beuf, the French establish; 
headquarters of French commander at; 
Washington reaches; on the site of 
Waterford, Erie County, 149; troops 
move from, to Fort Du Quesne, 153; 

captured by Indians, 167. 

Fort McHenry, bombarded, 316. 

Fort Mifflin, bombardment of, 205; 
evacuated, 206. 

Fort Mercer, attacked, 205. 

Fort Nassau, Indians occupants of, 26; 
Dutch garrison in, attacked, 28; Van 
Ilpendam at, 33; abandoned, 35. 

Fort Necessity, Washington retires to, 
and fortifies, but yields to the French, 
and marches out with the honors of 
war, 154. 

Fort Niagara, near the Falls; surren- 
dered to the English, 163; attacked 

__ by Indians, 117. 

Fort Oplandt, 24. 

Fort Island, mud fort upon, 205. 

Folger, Abiah, mother of Franklin; 
Peter, 252. 

Fontanoy, battle of; head of Johnston 
family killed at, 403. 

Forbes, General, under Abercrombie, 
162; seizes Fort Du Quesne, 163. 

Forney, John W., his sketch of Stevens, 
quoted, 364, 365. 

Forster, W. E., preface to Life of Penn, 
quoted, 91. 

Fortune, the vessel, commanded by Mey, 
19. 

Foster, Henry D., 456. 

Fox, George, founder of Society of 
Friends; travels through Delaware 
County; received at New Castle by 
Captain Carr, 55; visit and return 
home, 60. 

Fox, Mr., appointed to attend General 
Congress at New York, 173. 

Frankfort, Chambers at, confirm act, 30. 

Franklin, Benjamin, elected colonel, but 
declines, 144; is clerk and member 
of the Assembly; answers manifesto 
of Froprietors, 151; delegate to first 
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General Congress; plan of government 
for the Colonies, prepared by, 124, 
260; biographer of, quoted, 155; sent 
to meet Braddock, 156, 258; Postmas- 
ter-General, 156, 258 ; commissioned by 
Braddock to procure transportation ; 
circulates notices through counties of 
Cumberland, York, and Lancaster ; 
procures wagons and horses, 156, 258 ; 
circulates dialogue to encourage en- 
listments, 158; takes command on 
north-western frontier, and erects forts, 
159, 258; returns to Philadelphia and 
takes seat in Assembly, 159; regiment 
of, escorts Governor Denny, 160; sent 
as commissioner to England, 162, 260; 
arrives in London; lays instructions 
before Ministry ; involved in contro- 
versy with Proprietors ; two associates 
sent to; presents remonstrance to Pro- 
prietors, 164; pamphlet of, entitled 
Historical Review of Pennsylvania ; 
appointed agent for Massachusetts, 
Maryland, and Georgia, 165, 260; 
agreement with Proprietors as to as- 
sessments; defeated for the Assembly, 
171; sent as agent to Court, on matter | 
of taxation of Colonies, 173; advocates 
transfer of Colony to the Crown, 173, 
235, 261; before committee of Parlia- 
ment, 174, 261, 262; delegate to Con- 
gress; returns from London, 183, 263 ; 
on committee to frame Declaration, 
187, 264; votes for Declaration ; pres- 
ident of Constitutional Convention, 
187; Ambassador to France, 207, 262; 
birth of, 251; goes to school; learns 
printing, 252; writes anonymous arti- 
cles; goes to New York and Philadel- 
yhia; a vegetarian, 253; goes to Eng- 
ae deceived by Governor Keith ; 
returns to Philadelphia; moral con- 
victions of; establishes the Junto, 254; 
his skill in speaking and writing ; pur- 
chases the Gazette; publishes pam- 
phlet. on paper currency; issues pro- 
posals for a public library ; commences 
publication of Poor Richard’s Alma- 
mac, 255; maxims of, 256, 257; chosen 
clerk and member of Assembly, 257 ; 
experiments on electricity; opposes 
Proprietary claims, 259; draws plan 
for an academy, 260; honorary de- 
grees conferred upon, 261; travels in 
Holland and Germany, 262; before 
committee of Privy Council, 262, 263; 
visits Canada, 263; negotiates peace; 
his final return home ; flattering recep- 
tion, 264; letter of; chosen president 
of Council; delegate to Constitutional 
Convention ; moves to open Conven- 
tion with prayer, 265; college named 
after; lays corner-stone of college at 
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Lancaster; retires from public employ- 
ments, 266, 273; death of; works of, 
266; anecdote of; tributes to memory 
of, 267, 268; ode to, 268, 269; on In- 
dependence, 314. 

Franklin, William, Governor of New 
Jersey ; refuses to allow Moravian In- 
dians to remain in his Colony, 170. 

Franklin, Josias, father of Benjamin, 
251. 

Franklin County, 323, 325, 330. 

France, war declared between Great 
Britain and, 144; peace secured with 
Great Britain and, 147; joins Spain in 
war against England, 166 ; ambassador 
to court of, 264; forms alliance with 
America, 207, 264; revolution in, 249 ; 
Franklin’s maxims in, 257; Monarch 
of, thanks Franklin, 260; at war with 
England, 264; honors to memory of 
Franklin in, 267. 

Freame, Elizabeth, mother of Governor 
Johnston; William, 403. 

Frederick, Braddock at, 156, 258. 

Freeport, town of, 418. 

Fremont, John C., nominated for Presi- 
dent, 375; General, 477. 

French, The, claim country on the Ohio, 
by reason of discovery by La Salle; 
make effort to cireumvent Ohio Com- 
pany; seize English traders; ordered 
away by Indians; mollify savages by 
presents, 150; under Contrecceur drive 
English away from fort at confluence 
of Alleghany and Monongahela, and 

- name it Fort Du Quesne; party of, 
under Jumonville, routed by Washing- 
ton, 153; defeat Washington at Fort 
Necessity, 154; defeat Braddock, 156, 


157 ; expeditions against, in Nova Sco- | 


tia, and at Crown Point ; incite savages 
to murderous warfare, 158; erect Fort 
Ticonderoga; repulse Abercrombie at 
Ticonderoga; routed at Frontignac; 
evacuate Fort Du Quesne; force for the 
relief of Fort Niagara routed ; garrison 
of Fort Niagara surrender, 163 ; retreat 
from Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 
163, 164; efforts to recover losses un- 
successful; at Montreal surrender to 
the English, 166; and Indians at war 
with the English, 111; privateers run 
into the Delaware, 114; Markham is- 
sues proclamation against privateers 
of, 114, 115; establish trading posts on 
Alleghany and Ohio, 134, 146; invite 
Indians to conference at Montreal; 
said by the Indians to be friendly to 
the English; Indians promise to resist 
encroachments of, 134; endeavor to 
connect possessions in Canada with 
those on the Mississippi ; seduce natives 
with presents, 146; Conrad Weiser sent 


INDEX. 


to learn position of the, 147; encioach 
upon English Colonies, 148; build forts 
at Presque Isle, Le Beouf, Venango, 
and Du Quesne; bury pieces of copper 
along the Ohio; settlers come in con- 
tact with; Washington sent to confer 
with ; commandant met by Washing- 
ton, 149. 

Friends, Society of, numbers of, arrive, 
59; numbers flee from persecution, 60 ;: 
Penn at meetings of, 72, 83; mode of 
address, 72; Penn arrested at meeting 
of, 74; Penn committed to prison for 
preaching at meeting of, 76; and In- 
dians, 78; assist Penn in framing laws, 
80; accompany Penn to America, 82; 
address king James; prisoners in 
England and Wales, 90; certificates of, 
as to Penn’s unity, 95; action of, in 
monthly meeting, regarding slaves 
and Indians; freed from slavery, 96; 
persecuted; Lloyd attached to, 101; 
schism in church of, incited by Keith, 
107; Keith proclaims himself as head 
of true; expel Keith ; influence of Penn 
in, puissant, 108; attempt of Governor 
Kvans to frighten on day of weekly 
meeting of, 120; character of, mis- 
taken by Evans, 121, 143; Keith se- 
cures privileges to, 130 deputation of, 
protest against transfer of the Lower 
Counties, 136; Patrick, father of James 
Logan, joins, 138; James Logan a 
member of, 139; triumphant in the 
elections against Governor Thomas, 
144; Governor Thomas appreciates, 
145; oppose defensive war, 146; dele- 
gates from, at Indian conference at 
Easton, 162; favor the King assuming 
control of Province, 171. 

Frontignac, Count, Governor of Canada, 
incites Indians against the English, 
111. 

Frontignac, French at, routed, 163. 

Fuller, William, a cheat, etc., 93; ac- 
cuses Penn, under oath, to the govern- 
ment, 93. 


Galloway, Joseph, speaker of Assembly ; 
delegate to Congress, 183. 

Gates, General, in command at Phila- 
delphia, 199; defeats Burgoyne at 
Saratoga, 203 ; president Board of War, 
281; cabal to place at head of army, 
283; 

Gazette, Pennsylvania, 
Franklin, 255. 

Gazette, United States, quoted, 334. 

Geary, John W., birth of; ancestry, 466 ; 
enters college; leaves college and 
teaches school; re-enters college and 
graduates; enters a mercantile house ; 
studies civil engineering ; studies law, 
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467; admitted to the bar; adopts the 
vocation of civil engineering; goes to 
Kentucky to survey lines of public 
works; noble act of; appointed assist- 
ant Superintendent and Engineer of 
Portage Railroad; raises a company 
of volunteers ; elected Lieutenant-Col- 
onel of Second Pennsylvania Regi- 
ment; joins the army under General 
Scott; his first experience of actual 
war, 468; wounded; assigned to com- 
inand the great citadel; elected Col- 
onel; marches home; separates with 
command at Pittsburg; appointed 
Postmaster of San Francisco and Mail 


Agent of Pacific Coast; with wife and | 


child sails for the Pacific coast ; arrives 
at San Francisco, 469; chosen first Al- 
calde of San Francisco; appointed 
Judge of First Instance ; is, by virtue 
of his office, general curator; is re- 
elected, but four votes being cast 
against him, 470; elected Mayor; de- 
clines re-election ; president of Board 
of commissioners; chairman of Demo- 
cratic Territorial Committee; is instru- 
mental in securing free State clause 
in the Constitution of California, 471; 
returns to the Atlantic States; em- 
barks in farming; tendered the Goy- 
ernorship of Utah, but declines; holds 
‘interview with the President, 472; 
commissioned Governor of Kansas; 
arrives at Fort Leavenworth; makes 
speech to the citizens, 473; admin- 
isters the government impartially ; dis- 
patches to the Secretary of State the 
condition of Kansas, 474; forwards 
resignation to President Buchanan, 
475; raises the regiment known as the 
28th Pennsylvania; proceeds to Har- 
per’s Ferry ; fights battle of Bolivar ; 
wounded, 476; captures Leesburg; 
promoted to Brigadier General; as- 
signed to command of a brigade; 
wounded at Cedar Mountain ; is ordered 
home for treatment of wound, 477; 

romoted to command the Second 
Division, Twelfth Corps; is wounded 
at Chancellorsville; takes prominent 
part in battle of Gettysburg, 478, 479 ; 
goes with Division to the Southwest, 
479; fights the midnight battle of Wau- 
hatchie; complimented by General 
Hooker; with Division assaults and 
captures Lookout Mountain, 480, 482 ; 
- jssues complimentary order to his 
troops; engages in a series of battles 
from Chattanooga to Atlanta; marches 
with Sherman to the Sea, 483; leads 
the advance upon Savannah; receives 
the surrender of the city; appointed 
Military Governor of Savannah; citi- 
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zens ask his retention; engages in sey- 
eral battles in the Carolinas; at grand 
review ; bids farewell to his “ White 
Star ” Division, 484; elected Governor ; 
is inaugurated; his inaugural address 
quoted, 485; his recommendations to 
the Legislature; is re-elected, 480, 
487; peculiar features of his administra- 
tion ; i nae of, 488; marriage of, 
489; retires from office, 489; death, 490, 

Geary, Richard, father of John W., 466. 

Geary, Captain Edward R., son of Goy- 
ernor; killed at battle of Wauhatchie, 
480. 

Genet, French Minister, intemperate 
conduct of, 287. 

Georgia, Franklin agent of, at London, 
165. 

George IIT. succeeds George II.; grand- 
son of George II., 166; general confer- 
ence declare allegiance to, 182; first 
Congress addresses, 183; receives ad- 
dress kindly, 184. 

Germany, father of Governor Wolf na- 
tive of, 350. 

German, emigrants settle in Pennsylva- 
nia; Snyder, the first Governor, of that 
nationality, 308. 

Gibson, James, pleads cause of Paxton 
Boys, 170. 

Ghent, Belgium, treaty of, 317. 

Gloucester, Mey debarked near, and 
built Fort Nassau, 21. 

Godyn’s Bay, Delaware Bay knownas, 18. 

Golden Shark, the ship, captured ; held 
by Stuyvesant; Van Elswyck captain 
of, 40. 

Goodyn, Samuel, purchases tract of land ; 
purchase confirmed by Minuit; oceu- 
pies land as patroon; joined by De 
Vries and six others, 23; in reference 
to whale-fishery, 24. 

Gookin, Colonel Charles, appointed Dep- 
uty Governor; of grave demeanor; 
subject to fits of derangement, 121; 
quarrels of Evans entailed upon; de- 
clines to proceed against Evans; so- 
licits Assembly for money, 122 ; a bach- 
elor; refuses to recognize the Assem- 
bly ; drives committee from his door ; 
removed on petition of Council ; unrea- 
sonable conduct of ; under influence of 
brother-in-law; removed justices of 
New Castle County; kicks a judge, 
124; succeeded by Keith; odious to 
the people, 125. 

Gordon, Patrick, the “ walking pur- 
chase” completed during term of, 
88; succeeds Keith; arrives; meets 
the Assembly; first address; policy 
of, 132; punishes offending Indians; 
Indians pleased with speech of, 133; 
institutes inquiries into affairs of treas- 
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ury ; Assembly decide power of, at an 
end, and refuse to act upon message 
of; receives new commission from the 
Proprietors, 134; death of; excellent 
government of Colony, 136. 

Gordon, Thomas F., the historian, quoted, 
151, 161, 167, 168, 170, 172, 236. 

Goshenhoppen, 333. 

Gottenburg, Printz sails from, 32. 

Grant, President U.S8., reinstates Gov- 
ernor Pollock as Director of Mint, 
432; appoints Curtin Minister to Rus- 
sia, 464; reviews General Geary’s di- 
vision; commander-in-chief, 482; en- 
counters Lee, 483. 

Grant, Colonel, defeats Cherokee Indi- 
ans, 166. 

Gray, General, attacks Wayne at Paoli 
and massacres his men, 203. 

Graydon, Alexander, memoirs of, quoted, 
237. 

Griffin, the vessel, 30. 

Great Britain, war between Spain and, 
declared, 142; war between France 
and, declared, 144; peace secured be- 
tween France and, 147; resists the 
French ; Franklin’s plan of govern- 
ment disapproved by the Ministry of, 
155; rejoicing in, over defeat of the 
French, 164; money from, voted for 
defence; Nova Scotia, Canada, Louisi- 
ana, and Florida given up to, by the 
French, 167 ; address of first Congress 
to, 183; peace between, and the United 
States, and treaty with, 264; acts of, 
leading to the war of 1812, 313; war 
declared against, 314. 

Greathouse, Daniel, with Capt. Michael 
Cresap, murder Indians, 180. 

Great Island, Indian town on, destroyed, 
168. 

Great Meadows, Washington routs party 
of French near; Fort Necessity at; 
Washington attacked in, by the French 
at, and compelled to yield, 154. 

Greene, Colonel, [General,] at Fort Mer- 
cer, 205; goes to Rhode Island, 212; 
succeeds Miftiin as quarter-master-gen- 
eral, 281. 

Greensburg, Governor Johuston, born at, 
404. 

Greenway, master of ship Welcome, 82. 

Gregg, Andrew, supported by Indepen- 
dent Republicans and Federalists as 
candidate for Governor, 343; offices 
held by, 452. 

Griffith, the ship, arrives on the Dela- 
ware, 59. 

Guinea, the frigate, with four other ves- 
sels, sails to America, 51. 

Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden; and 
Protestant religion ; mortally wounded; 
commended colonization, 29. 


INDEX. 


Haige, William, commissioner, arrives, 67. 

Halifax, General Howe sails for, from 
Boston, 195; Howe goes from, to New 
York, 196. 

Halkett, Sir Peter, second in command 
at Braddock’s defeat ; killed, 157. _ 
Hamilton, James, son of Andrew; ar- 
rives from England; commissioned 
Lieutenant Governor ; removes griev- 
ances of the Indians west of the Sus- 
quehanna, 148; Governor of Canada 
remonstrates with ; urges measures for 
defence along the frontier, 150 ; forbid- 
den by Proprietors to approve money- 
bill unless interest at their disposal ; 
refuses assent to money-bill, 152; use- 
fulness impaired; urges the Assembly 
to yote money for defence against the 
French, 153 ; conyenes the Assembly ; 
commissions delegates to General 
Congress, 154; resigns, and reasons 
for; relieved by Robert Hunter Mor- 
ris, 155; again made Deputy Gover- 
nor; convenes Assembly, 166; super- 
seded by John Penn, 169; President 
of Council ; born in Philadelphia ; pos- 
sessed of large landed estate; adminis- 
tration of; never married; died in 

New York; age of, 177. 

Hamilton, Andrew, Speaker of eoaelek 
141, 148; takes leave of Assembly; 
valedictory address of, 141, 142; ap- 
pointed Lieutenant Governor, 98, 116; 
opposition to, in Parliament, 116; ap- 
pointment of, receives royal confirma- 
tion; organizes military force; death 
of, 117. 

Hamilton, Alexander, allied with Fede- 
ral party, 343. 

Hancock, General, 479. 

Hanson, John, President of Congress, 
209: 

Harlem, Washington driven from, 196. 

Harper, John, 412. 

Harper’s Ferry, John Brown raid on; 
battle at, 476. 

Harris Ferry, Indians, thirty miles above, 
158. 

Harris, John, requests Governor to re- 
move Indians from Conestoga, 169. 


‘Harris, Reports of, quoted, 386. 


Harrisburg, proposition to move capital 
to, 325; visitors to, entertained by 
Governor, 331; national convention 
meets in, 349; Porter erects anthracite 
furnace at, 388, 440; school at, 451. 

Harrison, Robert H., member of Board 
of War; declines to serve, 280. 

Harrison, General, gains victory over Te- 
cumseh at Tippecanoe, 314; fights bat- 
tle of Thames and kills Tecumseh, 315; 
President, 330, 452. 

Hartranft, J. F., 491. 
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Hazard, Samuel, the historian, quoted, 
30, 141. 

Hazlehurst, Isaac, 442. 

Heath, General, reviews Mifflin’s brigade, 
277; at Long Island, 279. 

Heckewelder, the historian, quoted, 85. 

Helm, Israel, to be councillor, 53. 

Hendrickson, Cornelis, commands Un- 
rest; meets three white men from fort 
on Hudson, 19; report of, read to 
States General; demands privilege of 
trade, 20. 

Henderson, Mrs. Mary C., marries Gov- 
ernor Geary, 489. 

Henry, Patrick, eloquence of, 173, 241; 
draws draft of petition to the King; 
draft not adopted ; his neglect of litera- 
ture, 242. 

Hepburn, Sarah Ann, marries Governor 
Pollock, 425. 

Hepburn, Samuel, 425. 

Hesse Cassel, Landgrave of, hires troops 
to Parliament, 195. 

Hessians, capture of, at Trenton, 198. 

Heyes, Peter, commands two vessels, 23; 
voyage of; purchases land of Indians; 
returns to Holland, 24. 

Hickok, Henry C., 453. 

Hiester, Joseph, candidate for Governor ; 
supported by Old School Men and 
Federalists, 328; ancestry of; birth of; 
early life, 333; education; marriage; 
removes to Reading and enters mer- 
cantile business; a Whig in politics; 
member of State Conference; captain 
of militia, 334; forms volunteer com- 
pany, 334, 335; marches with com- 
pany to New Jersey ; anecdote of, 336 ; 
taken prisoner; confined on prison- 
ship Jersey, 337; taken to New York; 
illness of; exchanged; in battle of 
Germantown; wounded; member of 
Convention to ratify Federal Constitu- 
tion ; member of Convention to frame 
State Constitution; member of the 
Legislature; member of Congress; 
elected Governor, 339; administration ; 
inaugural address, 340; extract from 


message of, on executive patronage; | 


death; burial; extract from last an- 
nual message, 341. 

Higginbotham, one, leads band of Mary- 
landers against settlers of Lancaster 
county, 137. 

. Hillsborough, Earl of, writes Governor 
Penn to prorogue Assembly if it ap- 
proves circular letter of Massachusetts, 
175 

Hindlopen, Cape, named after town in 
Friesland, 19. 

Hinoyossa, Lt. Alexander D’, sub-com- 
mander of vessels to the colony, 44; 
succeeds Alrichs in command of the 
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City’s Colony; in conflict of authority 
with Beekman; does not recognize 
Stuyvesant’s authority, 47; success- 
ful government of, 48; visits Holland; 
secures for City Company entire gov- 
ernment on the Delaware; authority 
of; returns to Holland, 49; resists at- 
tack on fort; farm of, seized by Carr, 
52. 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
Penn’s portrait presented to, 71; me- 
moirs of, quoted, 91, 223. 

Hoern Kill, court established at, 57. 

Hollandaer, Peter, commissioned Gover- 
nor of New Sweden, 31; succeeded by 
Printz, 32. 

Holland, ships freighted with skins to, 
23; arms of, 25; climate of, 26; peace 
between England and, coneluded ; free 
from foreign war ; aggressive policy, 40. 

Hollister, Dennis, grandfather of Penn’s 
second wife, 95, 

Holme, Thomas, appointed surveyor- 
general, 67, 68, 102. 

Holmes, George, commands party from 
Connecticut that attacks Dutch garri- 
son, and is captured, 28. . 

Hooker, General Joseph, 478, 479, 481, 
483. 

Hoorn, city of, fits out vessels, 19. 

Hopkins, William, 372. 

Hospital, Pennsylvania, established, 266. 

Hosset, Gillis, commissary; with Hayes 
purchases tract of land of the Indians; 
left in charge of colony, 24. 

Tlouse of Representatives, of Pennsyl- 
vania, in joint convention with coun- 
cil, elect President and Vice-President, 
199; action of, in reference to new con- 
stitution, 224; sends committee with 
Mifflin through the State to revive re- 
cruiting, 280; Mifflin speaker of, 286 ; 
Snyder speaker of, 309, 810; Findlay 
elected to; William Findlay elected 
to, 8325; tries supreme judges; judge 
asks, to impeach him, 326; act to 
revise judiciary system before the; 
Findlay resigns seat in, 327; Ritner 
member and speaker of, 362 ; speech of 
Stevens in, on school system, 363, 364 ; 
proceedings of the, during the anti- 
Masonic excitement, 372, 373; David 
R. Porter, member of, 382; Packer, 
speaker of, 438. 4 

Houston, Captain, seizes prize-ship Ac- 
tive, 311. 

Houston, General Sam, intimate with 
Governor Porter, 389. 

Howe, General, commander of British 
troops; seeks terms of capitulation; 
departs from Boston, sails for Halifax, 
195; proceeds to New York ; joined by 
Clinton and Admiral Howe; order of 
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Council of Safety on movements of ; 

orders cautious policy, 196; with army 

sails for the Delaware; moves up the 

Chesapeake; army debarks and 

marches across country, 201; at battle 

of Brandywine, 202; confronted by 

Washington ; enters Philadelphia ; puts 

army into winter-quarters, 203; marches 

against Washington at White Marsh; 
superseded by Clinton; departure of, 

206 ; sends flag of truce to Washington, 

219; lands at head of Elk River, 299. 

Howe, Admiral Lord, with fleet joins 
British army at New York, 196; steers 
for New York from the Delaware; 
takes shelter in Raritan Bay, 207. 

Howell, Jacob S., Secretary Council of 
Safety, 193. 

Hubley, Edward B., 437. 

Hudde, Andreas, supersedes Van I)pen- 
dam; adopts instructions of Printz, 
33; policy of; retained as commis- 
sary on the Delaware by Stuyvesant; 
complains of the Swedes, 34; over- 
reaches Printz by craft, 35; member 
of council, ete., 43; commands Fort 
Christina and New Gottenburg, 44. 

Hudson, Hendrick, discovers Bay of 
New York, 17, 18; sails in the Half 
Moon; returns to Holland; visit of, to 
Delaware River, 18. 

Hudson River, The, 17; first known as 
North River, 18; ships ply between 
it and the Delaware, 23; Stuyvesant 
summoned to, from the Delaware, 43. 

Hull, General, Governor of Michigan, 
surrenders Detroit, 314. 

Humphries, Charles, delegate to Con- 
gress, 183; votes against Declaratien ; 
omitted from new delegation, 187. 

Hunter’s Falls, arrest of Anne Smith, 
alias Carson, at, 320. 

Huntingdon County, David R. Porter re- 
moves to, 381; Porter, register of, etc., 
382. 

Hutchinson, Governor of Massachusetts ; 
letters of, published by Franklin, 262, 
263. 


Independence, ‘Declaration of, adoption 
of, 186, 187; names of committee on, 
187. 

Indians, name of the Delaware River, 
18; the Minquas, Mohawks, Mohicans, 
20; settlers trade with, 22; land pur- 
chased from, 22, 23; purchase con- 
firmed in presence of, 23; massacre 
by, 24; account of massacre by a 
native; Italians compared to, 25; 
lands purchased from, by Swedes and 
Finns, 30; the Minquas brought lu- 
crative trade, 33; the North American, 
grarts of; spirituous liquors given 
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‘ 
to, by the Swedes; chiefs hold confer- 
ence; stroking arm, token of friend- 
ship among the; the Swedes and the, 
in Printz’s time; treaties with, con- 
firmed, 38; former treaties with, con- 
firmed, 39; massacre settlers on the 
I{udson, 43; commission to decide dif- 
ficulties of, 53; murders committed 
by; uprising of, feared, 54; action of, 
in reference to murderers, 55; liquors 
not to be sold to, 58,59; Penn and the, 
63, 79, 80, 83; Cherokees, 166; Otta- 
was, 167; regulations concerning, 80; 
great treaty with; the Lenni Lenape; 
the Mingo, 83; the Shawanese, 83, 134, 
158, 167, 171; the Iroquois, 85; the 
Delawares, 85, 158, 171; grants of, 
$4; lands purchased from; dissatis- * 
faction of, with ‘walking purchase;” 
first murder by, 88; company formed 
to Christianize, 96; large numbers of, 
wait upon Penn prior to his leaving 
for England, 97; complain of Gover- 
nor Evans, 121; difhculty between; 
chiefs of Five Nations meet Keith 
in conference; speech at conference 
of, 128; one killed near Conestoga; 
invite Governor Keith to a confer- 
ence at Albany; speech of Grand 
Sachem to Governor Keith, 129; dis- 
turbances among, incited by strong 
drink, 132; treaty with Five Nations ; 
council of, in Philadelphia ; conference 
with, frequent; peaceful policy towards; 
not excluded from testifying in court, 
133; French seduce with presents; 
policy of Pennsylvania towards, 146; 
artfulness of; hold council at Albany; 
Conrad Weiser sent among, to gain fa- 
vor of; passions of, aroused, 147 ; com- 
plain of white settlers intruding on 
their lands west of the Susquehanna; 
intruders removed from lands of, 148 ; 
chiefs of Six Nations order French 
from their lands; Assembly vote mo- 
ney to secure friendship of; amount 
of gratuities to, in a year, 150; ter- 
rible massacres by, 158, 162; confer- 
ence with, at Easton; Charles Thomp- 
son secretary to the, 162; the Chero- 
kee, commence hostilities; South 
Carolina militia led against the; re- 
pulse Colonel Montgomery; Colonel 
Grant defeats Cherokee, 166; league 
of, under Pontiac; forts captured by ; 
murders of, along the whole frontier, 


167, 168; account of massacre of, by 


Paxton Boys, 169,170; the Moravian, re- 
moved to Provinee Island ; two policies 
towards, 170; campaign against; sur- 
render captives, 172 ; Connecticut peo- 
ple purchase lands of the; Proprietors 
of Provinee purchase lands of, 176; the 
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Christian, move beyond the Ohio, 178; 
murder of, by Cresap and Greathouse ; 
Six Nations quieted by Johnson, 180; 
parties disguised as, throw tea into the 
water at Boston, 181; dine at Colonel 
Mifflin’s, 277; power of, broken, 315; Six 
Nations, treaty with, at Philadelphia; 
an orator of the, speaks of Logan, 140. 

Indies, western passage to, 18. 

Intelligencer, The Harrisburg, quoted, 
SBD iiny «- 

Ireland, Penn sent to, 71. 

Irving, Washington, quoted, 217, 218, 
219, 275, 276, 278. 

Irvine, General, succeeds Putnam in 
command at Philadelphia, 199. 

Irwin, Archibald; Nancy, marries Wil- 
liam Findlay, 325; Alexander, 436. 

Island, of New York, 17. 

Italians, compared to Indians, 25. 


Jackson, General Andrew, marches to 
defence of New Orleans; victory of, 
316, 346; President; appoints Goy- 
ernor Findlay Treasurer of the Mint, 
330; elected President, 346; nullitica- 


tion proclamation of; opposes United’ 


States Bank; appoints Wolf Comp- 

troller of the Treasury, 360; appoints 

Andrew Porter Governor of Michigan, 

380. 

. Jacobs, Indian chief, shot at Kittanning, 
161. 

Jacobson, Marcus, [Long Finn,] incites 
insurrection; taken and tried; trans- 
ported to Barbadoes, 54. 

Jacquet, John Paul, appointed vice di- 

' rector on the Delaware; council of 
four given him as a court to try civil 
causes, 43 ; authority of, ceases, 44. 

Jamaica, Admiral Penn wins distinction 
in conquest of, 60. 

James, Duke of York, patent to, 51; 
ascends the throne; received with 
favor; opposed to persecution, 89; 
makes speech; cause of Friends 
brought before, 90; zeal for Catholic 
church, 90, 109; communication of 
Penn with, 91; abdication of, 92; 
friend of Penn; retires to France, 
109. 

James River, chosen by cavaliers, 17. 

Janney, Samuel M., his Life of Penn 
quoted, 90. 

Jefferson, Thomas, drafts Declaration of 
Independence, 187, 246; life of, quoted, 
187; on committee, 245; his opinion 
of Dickinson, 246; Minister to France, 
264; letter of McKean to; President, 
302, 325, 350; tribute to McKean, 306; 
orders British vessels out of United 
States waters, 313; leader of Republi- 
can party, 343; appoints Wolf post- 
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master at Easton, 350; ousiness habits 
of, 359. 

Jefferson College, bestows degree on 
Governor Pollock, 425; Governor 
Geary educated at, 467. 

Jeffrey’s Ford, on the Brandywine; 
General Howe crosses at, 202. 

Jersey, the prison-ship, description of, 
337, 338. 

Johnston, William Freame, birth of; 
ancestry, 403; education ; studies law, 
404; practises law; appointed district 
attorney ; elected to the House and to 
the Senate; advocates issue of relief 
notes; president of the Senate, 405; be- 
comes Goyernor through the death of 
Shunk; assumes authority; orders an 
election, 406; extract from message of, 
on the election; views on tariff ques- 
tion, 407; quotes messages of Presi- 
dents and Governors on the tariff; 
message on printing the archives, 409; 
views on slavery, and injustice of the 
Fugitive Slave Law, 410, 411; success- 
ful management of finances; re-nomi- 
nated, but defeated; retires from office ; 
engaged in manufactures; president 
of Alleghany Valley Railroad; chair- 
man Executive Committee of Public 
Safety ; superintends construction of 
defences of Pittsburg ; becomes respon- 
sible for ammunition sent to West Vir- 
ginia; appointed collector of Port of 
Philadelphia; marriage; death, 412. 

Johnston, Alexander, father of William 
F.; birth of; surveyor, sheriff, magis- 
trate, ete., 403; death of; a centena- 
rian ; oldest Freemason in the United 
States; Elizabeth, Richard, Edward 
and Colonel John W., 404; Richard 
M., 442. 

Johnstone, George, British commissioner, 
225; bears private letters to Reed; of- 
fers bribe to Joseph Reed, 226. 

Johnson, Sir William, victor over Baron 
Diesker on Lake George; invited to 
conference with Indians at Easton, 
162; succeeds General Prideaux, 163 ; 
agent of Indian affairs, 172; called 
upon to quiet Indians, 180. 

Johnson, Andrew, President, appoints 
Governor Johnston collector of Phila- 
delphia, 412. 

Joneaire, De La, captain and interpreter 
in the French service, 150. 

Jones, John, tutor of Simon Snyder, 308. 

Jorissen, Governor, Arien, [Cornelis Ja- 
cobsen Mey,] 22. 

Journal, Pennsylvania School, quoted, 
366. 

Judiciary, act concerning, annulled; old 
act revived, 134; troubles respecting 
the workings of the Constitution, 386; 
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list of, appointed by Governor Porter, 
387. 
Junto, established by Franklin, 254, 255. 


Kansas, Governor Bigler travels over, 
422; troubles in, 473, 475. 

Keagy, Dr., 451. 

Keimer, Samuel, employer of Franklin, 
253, 254. 

Keith, Sir William, appointed Governor ; 
Surveyor of Customs for Southern 
Provinces; salary of, as surveyor; 
visits to Philadelphia; has contidence 
in Logan; arrives, and received with 
much pomp; calls Assembly together ; 
courtesy to the Assembly; affable de- 
portment of; rewarded with ample 
salaries, 125; in doubt as to executing 
office after death of Penn; commission 
of, renewed by Wm. Penn, Jr.; lays 
doubts before the Assembly; letter 
of instructions to; refers subject of 
Proprietaryship to the Lord Regent; 
confirmed in office by the Lord Regent, 
126; offends the Penn family, 127; 
skilful in managing the Assembly ; 
chancellor of court of equity; visits 
Governor of Virginia; holds confer- 
ence with chiefs of the Five Nations; 
makes an elaborate address to the In- 
dians, 128; makes presents to the In- 
dians; received by citizens; prompt 
measures of, for arrest of Indian mur- 
derers; visits Albany; Sachems’ ad- 
dress to; sides with people and Assem- 
bly, 129; acts independent of Council ; 
removes Logan from office; reproved 
by Hannah Penn ; directed to reinstate 
Logan, but refuses; superseded; ad- 
ministration of; secures privileges to 
Quakers; elected to the Assembly; 
foiled in wish to be speaker, 130; 
thwarted by Lloyd; brings cavalcade 
to awe the Assembly; waning power 
of; publishes History of Virginia; 
death of; widow of, neglected, and 
death of, 131 ; proposes duty on stamp 
paper, 172; deceives Franklin, 254. 

Keith, George, native of Scotland; Sur- 
veyor-General of East New Jersey ; 
opens school in Philadelphia; salary 
of, 106; creates schism in the Church ; 
sharacter of; his opinion of Lloyd, 
107, 108; proclaims himself at head 
of true Society of Quakers; testi- 
mony of Society against him ; appeals 
to Society in London; bitter enemy 
of Quakers; joins Church of Eng- 
land; ordained a clergyman; oflici- 
ates in England and America; death 
of; death-bed declaration of, 108. 

Kenny, Charles, incident of appointment 
as clerk o* court, 319. 
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Kent, the county of, deed of, to Penn, 69. 

Kensington, Penn resides at, 116. 

Key of Calmar, the vessel, 30. 

Kieft, Sir William, 29; director of New 
Netherland; sends protest to Minuit; 
complaint about trade, 30, 

Kilen, Mr., 234. 

King’s Bridge, Mifflin stationed at, 277, 
278. 

Kirkpatrick, Rev. David, 425, 451. 

Kittanning, Indian town, destroyed, 161. 

Kittatinny Hills, forts and block-houses 
erected along the line of, from the Del- 
aware to Maryland, 158. 

Klein, Elmerhuysen, member of Coun- 
cil, and commissary, 43. 

Klinginsmith, Philip, anecdote of, 419. 

Knap’s Battery, 476. 

Knowles, a settler of Lancaster County, 
killed by Marylanders, 137. 

Knyphausen, General, at Brandywine 
battle, 202. 

Krause, Dayid, 434. 

Krygier, Captain Martin, commands ves- 
sels to the Colony, 44. 

Kunze, Dr., 344. 


Laet, Jean de, work on West Indies, 22. 

Lafayette, General, arrives in America; 
wounded, 202; goes to Rhode Island, 
212. 

Lake Champlain, Ticonderoga between, 
aud Lake George, 163. 

Lake George, Ticonderoga between, and 
Champlain, 163. 

Lancaster County, Marylanders attempt 
to drive settlers from; sheriff of, sum- 
mons posse to resist; invaded by Cre- 
sap with fifty armed men; skirmish 
with invaders, and Cresap wounded 
and made prisoner; another band in- 
vades territory, and are dispersed by 
sheriff; party of Marylanders release 
prisoners from jail; order of the King 
restrains both parties, 137; Franklin 
procures wagons and horses in, for 
Braddock, 156; Indian murders in, 
162; settlements in, 169. 

Lancaster, town of, troops put in bar- 
racks at, 163; Indians killed in work- 
house at, 169; Hessian prisoners at, 
198; Congress and Supreme Council 
meet at, 204; funeral of President 
Wharton at, 210; Franklin College at; 
visit of Franklin to, 265, 266; Leyis- 
lature at, 288; Governor Snyder born 
at, 308; capital, 525; Governor Shulze: 
removes to, 349. 

La Ray, Fort, captured b 

Law, The Great, passed i 
bly ; first section of, 86. 

Lawrence, Alderman, Franklin declines 
colonelcy in favor of, 144 


Indians, 167. 
y the Assem- 
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Laurie, Gawen, assignee to Byllinge, 60; 


trustee for West Jersey colonists, 77. 


Legislature of Pennsylvania, passes Act 


vesting estate of Proprietors in Com- 
monwealth ; sum paid to Proprietors by 
the, 193; proceedings of, in the Um- 
stead case, sent to President Madison, 
311; message of Governor Snyder to the, 


Ligonier, Fort, Colonel Boquet reaches, 
168. 

Lincoln, Abraham, 431; elected Presi- 
dent, 456; tenders mission to Curtin, 
463. 

Line, Mason and Dixon’s, 67. 

Little Timber Creek, 21. 

Livingston, Philip, member of Congress, 


in the Umstead case, 312; Snyder’s in- 
augural address to; custom of Executive 
delivering messages in person to, abol- 
ished, 317 ; first message to, against sla- 
very, 318; passes bill chartering forty 
banks, 319, 328; Snyder’s last message 
to, 321; asks Governor McKean to re- 
move Judge Breckenridge, 327; passes 
bill to refund money to State Treasurer 
Findlay ; inquires into the official con- 
duct of ‘Treasurer Findlay, 328 ; reports 
in favor of Treasurer; inquires into of- 
ficial conduct of Governor Findlay, 321; 
sits in Dauphin County court-house, 
330; members of, entertained by Goy- 
ernor Findlay, 331; message of Hiester 
to, on reform, 341; message of Shulze 
to, on will of majority, 346 ; approves 
views of Jackson on nullification; fa- 
vors renewing charter of United States 
Bank, 360; passes Common School Law, 
362; message of Ritner to, on educa- 
tion, 367 ; violent proceedings in, dur- 
ing anti-Masonic excitement, 372, 373; 
authorizes sale of bank and bridge 
stock of the State; revives State tax; 
authorizes issue of relief notes, 405; 
messages of Governor Johnston to, on 
the election, the tariff, and slavery, 407, 
408, 409, 410, 411, 412; discussion in, 
on chartering Pennsylvania Central 
Railroad, 417, 418, 419; extra session 
called to avert financial crisis, 430; 
Petrikin member of, 434 ; votes money 
to soldiers’ orphans’ schools, 462; mes- 
sages of Geary to the, 486, 487. 

Lee, Richard Henry, moves Declaration 
of Independence, 186, 246; drafts ad- 


241, 242; on committee to revise min- 
utes, 291. 


Lloyd, Thomas, president of Council; 


keeper of Great Seal, 89,101; death 
of, 94,111; educated at Oxford, 101; 
attached to the Quakers, 101, 112; 
embarks with Penn to America, 
101; commissioner of land-oflice, 102; 
one of five commissioners; applies to 
Penn to be relieved of office; Penn’s 
letter to, relieving him of office, 103, 
104; recommends appointment of sin- 
gle executive, 104; refuses to deliver 
up the great seal, 105; again made 
president of Council, 105, 106; com- 
missioned Deputy Governor, 106, 111; 
George Keith’s opinion of, 107, 108; 
letter of Penn to, on public matters, 
108; Fletcher writes to, 110; subser- 
viency to Fletcher censured by Penn, 
110; where born, 111, 112; of respect- 
able family ; character of; last words 
of, 112. 


Lloyd, David, Speaker of the House; 


signs address denouncing the Governor 
and Proprietor; at head of faction op- 
posing Goyernor Eyans; champion of 
the popular party; again elected 
Speaker, 119; cause of quarrel with 
the Governor and, 120; charges 
brought against, 121; troubles be- 
tween Logan and, 122; thwarts de- 
signs of Keith; elected Speaker of 
Assembly, 131. 


Lloyd, Sarah, daughter of Thomas; 


marries William Moore, 283. 


Lloyd, Susan, daughter of Thomas; 


marries Thomas Wharton, Jr., 208. 


dress to people of England, 241; ad-| Loan-Office established; McKean trustee 


dress not adopted, 242. 

Lee, General Charles, sent to defend New 
York, 195; at the battle of Monmouth, 
207; character of, 218; corresponds 

_ with Reed, 220. 

Lee, General Henry, commands troops to 
quell Whiskey Insurrection, 287. 

Lee, Arthur, ambassador to France, 207. 

Lee, General Robert E., invades Pennsy1- 
vania, 478. 

Leesburg, Va., 477. 

Lebanon County, Shulze recorder, etc., 
of; Shulze senator from, 343. 

Levin, John, agent for Duke of York, 
calls Andros to account, 65. 

Lewis, Attorney General, 405. 


of, 291. 


Loe, Thomas, Quaker preacher, 70; 


preaches at meeting of Friends in 
Cork, 71. 


Logan, James, appointed Provincial 


Secretary and Clerk of Council, 98, 
116; came with Penn to the Province; 
enjoys Penn’s unlimited trust, 116; 
fast friend of the Proprietor, 119; 
charges brought against, 121; troubles 
with David Lloyd; returns to Eng- 
land, and lays troubles before the Pro- 
rietor, 122; confides in Governor 
eith, 125; resists Governor Keith; 
removed from office; goes to London; 
Keith directed by Hannah Penn to 
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reinstate; refusal of Keith to reinstate, 
130; manages affairs of Colony with 
firmness; kind bearing towards the 
Indians; nominally Governor for long 
eriod ; offices held by; sketch of, by 
-roud, 138, 139, 140; library of; In- 
dian estimate of; appearance of, 145. 

Logan, Robert, grandfather of James, 
138. 

Logan, William, son of James; member 
of Governor’s council, 140. 

Logan, Deborah, gives account of British 
in Philadelphia, 204. 

Logan, Indian chief, family of, mur- 
dered ; eloquence of, 180. 

Logan, Patrick, father of James; re- 
moves into Ireland from Scotland; 
educated in University of Edinburgh ; 
joins Quakers, 138. 

Logan, James R., 489. 

Logan, Margaret Ann, marries John W. 
Geary, 489. 

London, Penn’s sermons in, 95; Frank- 
lin arrives in, 164. 

Londonderry, Chester County;  birth- 
place of McKean, 289. 

Long Island, Washington driven from, 
196. 
Longstreth, candidate for Governor, 419. 
Lords, British House of, bill before, to 
change Proprietaryship to royal Gov- 
ernor, 115; te ea action on ap- 

pointing royal Governors, 116. 

Lossing, Benson J., works of, quoted, 
232, 239. 

Lottery, money raised by, for defence, 
144 


Louis XIV., King, declares war against 
the Netherlands, 56. 

Louis XV., King, Franklin presented to, 
262. 

Louisburg, operations against, 162. 

Louisiana, given up to the English, 167. 

Loudoun, Earl of, in chief command ; 
recalled, 162. 

Lovelace, Colonel Francis, succeeds 
Nicholls, 53; issues proclamation for 
arrest of Jacobsen and Coleman, 54; 
absent at New Haven when Dutch 
arrive at New York, 56; returns to 
Europe, 56, 57. 

Lovell, James, of Massachusetts; chair- 
man Comnnittee on Foreign Relations ; 
blames Washington, 282. 

Lower Counties. See Zerritories. 

Lowden, Richard, with party of Mary- 
landers, release prisoners from Lancas- 
ter jail, 137. 

Lucas, Nicholas, assignee for Byllinge, 
60; trustee for West Jersey colonists, 
77. 

Lurgan, place of James Logan’s birth, 
138. 


INDEX. 


Lutzen, battle of, 29. 

Lycoming County, 434, 438, 439. 

Lyttleton, Lord, rebukes Richard Penn, 
179, 180. 


Macaulay, Lord, his charges against 
Penn, refuted, 91, 92. 

Madison, James, motion of, in Congress, 
on death of Franklin, 267; president ; 
replies to Governor Snyder on the Um- 
stead case, 311; declares war against 
Great Britain, 314; tenders appoint- 
ments to Andrew Porter, 380. 

Manhattan, island of; settlers return to, 
22; purchase of land confirmed at, 23 ; 
purchase of Heyes and Hosset con- 
firmed at, 24; present sent to Governor 
at, 26; De Vries leaves present at, 27 ; 
prisoners sent to, 28; traders from; 
overtures to authorities at, by Christina 
colonists, 31; ship Mercury ordered to, 
44; Colonel Nicholls arrives at, 51. 

Manning, Captain John, commands fort 
at New York, 56. 

Marcy, Wm. L., 474. 

Markham, William, deputy Governor, 
65, 79, 101; brings letter of Penn to 
colonists, 65, 79; date of commission ; 
visits the Governor at New York, and 
obtains letter from, 65, 66, 79; shows 
Penn’s patent to Governor Brockholls ; 
proceeds to the Delaware; empowered 
to call a council; brings letter to Lord 
Baltimore on settlement of boundary ; 
confers with Lord Baltimore, 66; first 
court under; instructions of, 67 ; makes 
large purchase of the Indians ; searches 
a site for a city ; Penn’s instructions to, 
about city; discards Penn’s location, 
68; takes King’s declaration to the 
Province; cousin of the Proprietary, 
79; made Secretary of Province and 
Territories, 101; withdraws from Coun- 
cil, 106; commissioned Deputy Gov- 
ernor of the Territories, 106, 114; sub- 
serviency of, to Fletcher, censured by 
Penn, 110; meets Council and Assem- 
bly; disregards organie law; approves 
new Constitution, 114. 

Marshall, Edward, employed 
“walking purchase,” 88&. 

Martial, Christopher, Remembrancer of 
quoted, 212. 

Mary, Queen, letter of, to Fletcher, 111. 

Maryland, State of, English settlements 
in, 47; claims territory on Delaware, 
50; northern boundary settled, 66, 67 ; 
country north of, granted to Penn, 78; 
religious liberty in, 81; controvers 
between, and Pennsylvania, 89; citi- 
zens of, invade Pernsylvania, 137; 
agreement in reference to disputed 
boundary line approved by the King, 
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141; in council with Indians, 147; 
Governor of, invited to conference with 
Indians at Easton, 162; Franklin agent 
of, at London, 165; militia of, called 
out to quell Whiskey Insurrection, 
287, 466. 

Massachusetts, extension of territory of, 
50; Franklin agent of, at London, 165 ; 
proposes a general congress, 173 ; letter 
of Assembly of, offends Ministry, 174; 
harsh measures of Parliament to, con- 
demned, 182, 183. 

Mason, Thomas, to run boundary line; 
name world-renowned, 67. 

Masonic, fraternity, excitement against, 
362. 

Masters, Miss Polly, marries Richard 
Penn, 179. 

Maverick, Samuel, 
51. 

MeAllisterville, 462. 

McClellan, General George B., 422. 

McDermott, Josephine, marries David R. 
Porter, 382. 

McDermott, William, 382. 

Mclarland, Colonel George F., 462. 

McKean, Thomas, birth of; education ; 
studies law; clerk; deputy prothono- 
tary and register, 289; admitted to 
practise law ; deputy attorney-general ; 
clerk of Assembly ; appointed to codify 
laws; member of Assembly; declines 
being candidate; names seven persons 
as representatives, 290; trustee of loan 
office ; member of first Congress ; chal- 
lenged by president, 292; thanks of 
Assembly to; notary public; justice of 
the peace; orders use of unstamped 
paper; collector of the port of New 
Castle; member Continental Congress, 
293; resides permanently in Philadel- 
phia; letter on signing the Declara- 
tion, 294; signature omitted from the 
Declaration, 295 ; chairman of conyen- 
-tion of deputies; colonel of regiment ; 
chairman Committee of Safety of Penn- 
sylvania, and of Inspection of Phila- 
delphia ; marches with regiment to join 
Washington ; anecdote of, 296; signs 
parchment copy of the Declaration ; 
writes the Constitution of Delaware in 
a single night, 297; Chief Justice of 

_ Pennsylvania; letter to John Adams, 
298; resignation as delegate in Con- 
gress for Delaware refused; President 
of Congress; resigns as president, 299 ; 
tribute to, 300; member of conven- 
tion to ratify Federal Constitution; 
member of convention to revise State 
Constitution, 301; elected Governor ; 
letter to Dickinson; letter to Jefferson, 
302; articles of impeachment against, 
303 ; extract from messages, 304 ; friend- 


Esq., commissioner, 
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ship for John Adams; letter to Adams, 
305 ; death of; appearance; marriage; 
character, 306 ; honors conferred upon ; 
offices held by, 307; opposes Hundred 
Dollar Act ; estranged from his party, 
310; fails to remove a judge at request 
of Legislature, 317; affiliates with Re- 
publicans; appoints Wolf clerk of 
courts, 350. 

McKean, William, native of Ireland; 
father of Thomas, 289. 

McKean, Letitia, native of Ireland, 
mother of Thomas, 289. 

Mead, William, taken with Penn and 
tried at Old Bailey ; acquitted by jury ; 
fined for keeping hat on in court; 
imprisoned, 74. 

Meadville, 451. 

Mecklenburg, N. C., declaration, 424. 

Melsheimer, Rey. M., 344. 

Mendenhall, Rose, Aaron, and Rose, 433. 

Mennonites, community of emigrants; 
terms of association, 48; opposed to 
defensive war, 146. . 

Mercer County, parents of Governor Big- 
ler remove to, 413. 

Mercersburg, William Findlay born at; 
described, 323. 

Metamequan, Indian king, signs deed 
for lands purchased, 88. 

Mexico, war with, 468, 469. 

Mey, Cornelis Jacobsen, arrival on the 
American coast, 19; commands ship ; 
first director of New Netherlands; 
builds Fort Nassau, 21; succeeded by 
Van Hulst, 22. 

Miamis, Fort, eaptured by the Indians, 
167. 

Michael, St., the Archangel, feast of, 82, 

Michael, Elizabeth, marries Simon Sny- 
der, 320. 

Michilimackinack, Fort, captured by In- 
dians, 167. 

Mifflin, Thomas, delegate to Congress, 
183, 274; appears before Congress; ex- 
amines defences of Philadelphia, 200 ; 

president of Council; birth; of Qua- 

er parentage; education, 273; mer- 
chant; visits Europe; elected to the 
Assembly, 274; patriotic address of; 
made a major, 275; with Washington 
as colonel and aid-de-camp; described 
by Irving; first hostile encounter; 
bravery of; made quartermaster-gene- 
ral, 276; described by Graydon ; brig- 
adier-general ; commands Pennsylva- 
nia troops, 277; anecdote of, 278; 
again quartermaster-general; bearer 
of despatches to Congress; addresses 
Congress, 279; sent by Congress 
through the State to make addresses ; 
made major-general; member of Board 
of War, 280; resignation refused ; suc- 
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ceeded by General Greene; joins the 
army in the field; inquiry into con- 
duct of, 281; resignation refused sec- 
ond time; confidence of Congress in ; 
thanks voted by Congress, 282 ; classed 
among opponents ‘to Washington; let- 
ter of, 283; president of Congress; re- 
ceives resignation of Washington, 284; 
reply of, to Washington’s tender of 
resignation, 285; Speaker of Assem- 
bly; member Constitutional Conven- 
tion; president Council; president of 
Convention, 286; elected Governor; at 
the head of militia in quelling Whis- 
key Insurrection, 287; last official 
communication ; member of Assembly ; 
decease ; character, 288. 

Militia, to be’ raised in the State, 184; 
Carolina, repulse British, 195; lives 
of, spared, 200; of Philadelphia or- 
dered out; stationed at Downingtown 
and Chester, 201; ordered out by Gov- 
ernor Ritner, 373. 

Millersburg, 440. 

Milton, 424, 425, 451. 

Ministry, the British, prosecute war with 
Indians ; offended with Massachusetts 
circular letter, 171; exasperated at 
Colonies, 181; resolve to force submis- 
sion of Colonies, 184; order evacuation 
of Philadelphia; send feet to America, 
207. 

Minuit, Peter, made director ; purchases 
land where the city of New York is 
built; administration of, 22 ; succeeded 
by Van Twiller, 27 ; protest of Kieft to; 
completes fort, 30; arts of; governs 
Colony with success; death of, 31. 

Mirabeau, tribute of, to memory of 
Franklin, 267. 

Mirick, or Merrig, Prince of Demeca; 
ancestor of Thomas Lloyd, 233. 

Mississippi River, endeavor of French to 
erect a line of forts from Canada to the, 
146; French escape to, from Fort Du 
Quesne, 163. 

Miquon, Indian name for Penn, 85; 
meaning of, 86. 

Mohawk Valley, the, 17. 

Money, demanded for defence of Albany, 
111; bill passed, 114; solicited by Gov. 
Gookin, 122; maxim on continental, 
359. 

Monongahela, Valley of, claimed by Vir- 
ginia, 180. 

Monmouth, battle of, 207. 

Montreal, captured by the English, 166. 

Montgomery County, Andrew and Da- 
vid R. Porter born in, 379; Francis R. 
Shunk born in, 392. 

Montcalm, General, commands French 
at Quebec; fight of, with Wolfe; death 
of, 164. 
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Monteith, Mary, marries William F. 
Johnston, 412. 

Montgomery, Colonel, repulsed by Cher- 
okee Indians, 166. 

Moore, William, elected vice-president 
of Council, 216; elected president of 
Council; character of; settlement of 
salary, 231; Robert Morris friend of, 
232; term expires; director of Bank 
of Pennsylvania; chairman meeting 
of citizens; elected member of Assem- 
bly; death of; marries Sarah Lloyd ; 
children of; only daughter marries, 
233. 

Moore, Nicholas, at head of Council; 
chief-justice; impeached by House; 
expelled from the Assembly; guiltless 
in the eyes of Penn, 102; appointed on 
commission, but never acted, 103. 

Moore, Jacob B., 470. 

Moore, Colonel Thomas Lloyd, son of 
President Moore; marries Sarah 
Stamper, 233. 

Moore, Elizabeth, only daughter of Pres- 
ident Moore; marries M. De Marbois; 
resides in Greece; death of, 233. 

Moore, Robert Kearney, third child of 
President Moore, 233. 

Moravians, opposed to defensive war, 146. 

Morris, Robert Hunter, relieves Governor 
Hamilton; disputes with Assembly ; 
rejects money bill, 155, 157; Assem- 
bly remonstrates against veto of, 157; 
declares war against the Indians; re- 
lieved of office; son of Lewis Morris ; 
bred a lawyer; councillor and chief- 
justice of New Jersey ; administration 
unprofitable; death of, 159. 

Morris, Lewis, father of Governor Mor- 
ris; Chief Justice of New York and 
New Jersey, and Governor of New 
Jersey, 159. 

Morris, Robert, delegate to Congress; 
signs Declaration, 187; merchant; . 
friend of President Moore; appointed 
Secretary of Finance; placed at head 
of Bank of North America; Washing- 
ton appeals to, for money; anecdote of; 
writes to Washington, 232; absent when 
vote was taken on Declaration, 246. 

Morristown, Washington encamps at, 199, 

Morton, John, appointed delegate to gen- 
eral Congress, 173, 183 ; votes for Dec- 
laration, 187. 

Moultrie, General William, with Carolina 
militia repulses British at Sullivan’s 
Island, 195, 196. 

Mount Rock, town of, 374. 

Mount Pleasant, Geary born near, 466. 

Mowland, John, 234. 

Moylan, General Stephen, succeeds Mif- 
flin as Quartermaster-General, 279, 

Mud Fort, upon Fort Island, 205, 
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Mud Island, fort on, erected, 167; Fort 
Mifflin on, 205. 

Muhlenberg, Dr. Henry, 344; Henry A., 
candidate for Governor, 500, 436. 

Muncy, Indian town, destroyed, 168. 

Muskingum, River, Colonel Boquet 
reaches, and treats with the Indians, 
171, 172. 


Naaman, Indian chief, speech of, 38. 

Nain, Indians at, removed to Philadel- 
phia, 169. 

Napoleon, amazes Europe; declares Eng- 
lish coast in blockade, 313; power of, 
broken, 315. 

Narragansett, Bay, storm in, disables 
French vessels, 212. 

Nassau, Dutch name for Delaware River, 
18; fort, built, 21; fort, attacked, 28; 
English sail past, 31; Van I]pendam 
at; protests between Tinicum and, 33. 

Native American, party, defeats Bigler, 
421; Hazlehurst candidate of, 442. 

Navy, the British, Penn’s father admiral 
in, 60, 69. . 

Navy, Board of, appointed, 200. 

Needham, Captain Robert, to command 
the Delaware Colony, 53. 

Negroes, slavery of, prohibited ; act con- 
cerning, annulled, 122; allowed to give 
testimony in court, 133. 

Neshaminy Creek, lands near, purchased, 
88. 

Netherlands, peace between England 
and, concluded, 58. 

New Amsterdam, force sent from, to 
route English settlers, 32; De Vries 
comes from, to visit Printz, 35, 36; 
Swedish troops sent to, 41. 

Newark abandoned by Washington, 196 ; 
skirmish at, 202. 

New Brunswick abandoned by Wash- 
ington, 196. 

New Castle, Fort Casimir erected near 
present site of, 35; meeting of Friends 
at; list of taxables of, 59; boundary 
line to be twelve miles from, 67; Penn 
arrives at, 69, 82; town of, conveyed to 
Penn, 81; deputation of Council sent 
to, 106; fort erected by Evans at, 120; 
McKean collector of port of, 293. 


New Castle, County of, Penn obtains | 


deed for, 69; McKean register and 
prothonotary of, 289, 290; McKean 
trustee of loan office of, 291; McKean 
justice of the peace in, 293. 

New England, encroachments of, upon 
Stuyvesant, 34; visited by Colonel 
Nicholls, 51. 


' New Gottenburg, Fort, 32. 


New Jersey, constitution promulgated ; 
experience gained by Penn in framing 
government of, 78; Governor of, in- 


vited to conference with Indians at 
Easton, 162; retreat of enemy through, 
199; militia of, called out to quell 
Whiskey Insurrection, 287. 

New Haven, Council to meet Lovelace 
at, 50. 

New Netherlands, first named in edict 
of States General, 19; ship dispatched 
to America; chief power in territory 
of, vested in a director; seat of gov- 
ernment of, established, 21; Minuit 
general director of; Minuit in service 
of, 30; passes under English rule, 52; 
reduction of, by Duke of York, 53; 
squadron dispatched for recovery of, 
db; recovered by the Dutch; called 
New Orange, 57; restored to the Eng- 
lish, 58. 

New Orange, named, 57, 

New Orleans, victory at, 316. 

New Port May, Delaware Bay known as, 
18. 

New Sweden, expense of expedition 
against, 44. 

Newspapers, Washington Chronicle, The, 
quoted, 365; Public Inquirer, The; 
Bellefonte Patriot, The; Pennsylvania 
Intelligencer, The, 434; Gazette, The 
Lycoming, 435; Keystone, The, 437. 

New Swedeland Stream, the Delaware 
called, by the Swedes, 18. 

New Wales, Penn’s name for Pennsylva- 
nia, 60. 

New World, possessions in; trade in, 19; 
territory in, 21; authority in, 22; de-. 
sire of De Vries to see, 26; lucrative 
trade in, 27; king of Sweden and, 29; 
aggressive policy of Sweden in, 40; 
power of Swedes ended in, 41; de- 
scendants of Swedes in, 42. 

New World, Dutch and English rule in, 
50; accounts of, 334. 

New York, Council in, 53, 54; appeal to 
government at, 54; Dutch squadron 
arrives at; fort at, surrendered, 56 ; 
deputies from Delaware go to; Council 
at, select justices, 57; Markham goes 
to, 65; Governor of, invited to con- 
ference with Indians at Easton, 162; 
Governor of, refuses to allow Moravian 
Indians to enter his dominions, 170; 
General Congress meets at, 174; Gen- 
eral Charles Lee sent to defend, 195; 
General Howe proceeds to, 196 ; Frank- 
lin in, 253. 

Nicholls, Colonel Richard, English Gov- 
ernor, 50; commands expedition to 
possess Duke of York’s territory; to 
visit the New England Colonies; in- 
structions of; arrives at Boston, and 
confers with authorities ; sails for Con- 
necticut ; arrives at Manhattan ; issues 
proclamation, 51; discountenances 
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seizure of farms; visits the Delaware; 
makes digest of laws; his will su- 
preme law; administration of; suc- 
ceeded by Lovelace, 53. 

Nieuer Amstel, ceded territory called; 
Jacob Alrichs director of, 44; families 
in, 45; negotiations for transfer to 
West India Company; Finns resolve 
to abide in, 48; court established at, 57. 

Nisbet, Dr., president of Dickinson Col- 
lege, 249. 

Noble, Richard, arrives, 59. 

Normal schools, system of, inaugurated, 
454, 455. 

Norris, Mary, marries John Dickinson, 
250. 

Norris, Isaac, delegate to first General 
Congress, 154; opposes the King’s as- 
suming direct government of Province, 
171; daughter of, marries John Dick- 
inson, 25. 

Norristown, 379, 381. 

North River, 18. 

North, Lord, British premier; proposi- 
tions of, concerning peace, 225. 

Northampton County, Indian murders 
in, 162; Governor Wolf born in; Wolf 
clerk of court in, 350. 

Northumberland County, Union and 
Snyder counties taken from, 309; Pol- 
lock born in, 424, 440. 

Nova Scotia, expeditions against the 


French in, successful, 158; given up to 


the English, 167. 


Ogden, Robert, 292. 

Ogle, Governor of Maryland, demands 
release of Cressap ; seizes and places in 
jail four settlers of Lancaster county, 
137. 

Ohio Company, authorized by the Vir- 
ginia Assembly to settle beyond the 
Alleghanies; settlers of, meet the 
French, 149; Marquis Du Quesne re- 
monstrates against encroachments of, 
150; party of, routed by the French ; 
Washington moves to aid of the, 153. 

Old School Men, branch of Republican 
party ; nominate Iiester for Governor, 
328, 

Oliver, Lieut. Governor of Massachu- 
setts ; letters of, published by Frank- 
lin, 262, 263. 

Onas, Indian name for Penn, 85; mean- 
ing of, 86. 

Ontario, Lake, 166. 

Oplandt, Fort, 24. 

Orange, Prince of, New Netherlands 
named in honor of, 57. 

Ormond, Duke of, Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland; second son of, 71. 

Ouachtanon, Fort, captured by the In- 
dians, 167. 


Oxenstiern, prime minister of Sweden, 
Oxford College, Penn at, 70. 


Packenham, General, defeated at New 
Orleans; death of, 316. 

Packer, William Fisher, birth; ancestry, 
433; apprenticed to learn printing; 
clerk; journeyman printer; studies 
law, 434; purchases and edits Lycom- 
ing Gazette; marries, 435; Superin- 
tendent of West Branch Canal; favors 
re-election of Wolf; defeated for sena- 
tor, 436; publishes the Keystone at 
Harrisburg; member of Canal Board ; 
appointed auditor general, 437; mem- 
ber of the House; competitor returned 
elected by mistake; elected speaker of 
the House, 488; decision sustained; 
elected State Senator, 439; prominent 
action in reference to Susquehanna 
Railroad, 440; speech on three-hun- 
dred-dollar law ; president Susquehan- 
na Railroad, 441; appointed by the 
Legislature to take charge of the rail- 
road from Erie to Ohio line ; labors for 
Buchanan’s election ; delegate to Dem- 
ocratic National Conventions at Balti- 
more and Cincinnati ; elected Governor, 
442; letter of, to Buchanan on admis- 
sion of Kansas, 443 ; extracts from mes- 
sages of, 442; on national questions, 
444, 448; death, 448; appearance and 
character, 449. 

Packer, James, father of William ; Char- 
ity, mother; James, grandfather ; Phil- 
ip, great-grandfather; Hezekiah B.; 
John P., 433; Samuel J., 434. 

Paget, John, his Inquiry quoted, 91, 92. 

Palmer, Anthony, President of Council; 
term of; a gentleman of wealth; re- 
moves to colony from the West Indies; 
keeps a coach, 147. 

Paoli, massacre at; monument at, 203. 

Pappegoya, John, receives letter of 
Queen to Printz; marries Printz’s 
daughter; becomes Lieutenant Goy- 
ernor, 33; left by Printz in chief au- 
thority, 35 ; retained power but five or 
six months, 36; departs for Europe, 
37, 38; wife of, in possession of Printz 
Hall, 37, 38; passenger on ship Mer- 
cury, 44. 

Paris, Penn at, 70. 

Parke, Benjamin, 437. 

Parker, Admiral Sir Peter, joins Clinton 
in attack on Charleston, 8. C., 195. 

Parker, John, ode of, to the memory of 
Franklin, quoted, 268. 

Parliament, strong party in, opposed to 
Penn; passes act requiring royal as- 
sent. to appointment of Deputy Gover- 
nors, 116; passes bill prohibiting issue 
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of paper currency in American Colo- 
nies, 152; votes monument to General 
Wolfe, 164; .considers taxing of the 
Colonies, 172; Franklin before, 174; 
action of, in reference to tax on tea, 
181; pays annuity to descendants of 
Penn, 193; action in reference to the 
war, 194, 195. 

Partridge, Richard, sent as associate to 
Franklin at London, 164. 

Passmore, Thomas, petitions House for 
impeachment of justices of supreme 
court; fined and imprisoned, 326. 

Patterson, Major-General, 373. 

Patton, Edward, 381. 

Pautaxat, Indian name for Delaware 
River, 18. 

Paxton Boys, or Rangers, massacre Indi- 
ans at Conestoga and Lancaster, 169; 
at Germantown; committee sent to 
confer with; return home, leaving 
Smith and Gibson to plead their 
cause; conduct justified, 170. 

Penn, William, assignee to Byllinge; 
as such first gets interested in settle- 
ments in America; claim of his father 
on the English government, 60; coun- 
try confirmed to; protests against 
name of State; to pay two beaver- 
skins annually for grant, 61; makes 
Markham Deputy Governor; letter of, 
to Colonists; Proprietor, 65; patent 
to, shown Governor Brockholls; dis- 
pute about boundary continued till 
after the death of, 66; description of 
Province, 67,79; letter of, to the In- 
dians; instructions about site for a 
city, 68; obtains deed of release from 
Duke of York; sails for the Dela- 
ware; arrives at New Castle; sketch 
of; parentage and birth, 69; goes to 
Oxford and enters Christ Church 
College; joins Quakers, and expelled 
from college; expelled from home; 
recalled home and sent to France; 
reads religious works; returns from 
the Continent, 70; has polish of French 
Society; student at Lincoln’s Inn; 
sent to Ireland; received with marked 
attention ; assists in quelling mutiny; 


offered a captaincy ; portrait painted 5. 


hears Thomas Loe preach, 71; re- 
nounces the world; constant attendant 
at Friends’ meetings; imprisoned, 72; 
writes to Earl of Orrery ; on universal 
toleration; liberated from prison, and 
returns home ; expelled from home by 
his father; called to the Gospel minis- 
try, 72; writer of religious works, 72, 
73, 75, 76; controversy with Vincent; 
imprisoned in the Tower; Dr. Stilling- 
fleet visits him in prison, 73; released 
from the Tower; friendship for Duke 


3d 


of York; arrested and tried at the old 
Bailey ; makes own defence ; acquitted 
by jury; fined for keeping hat on in 
court ; imprisoned for non-payment of 
fine, 74; fine paid by his father; af- 
fecting meeting with father on his 
death-bed; last words of father to; 
comes into possession of estate; in- 
come of; writes tract against Popery, 
75; accused of being a Catholic; im- 
prisoned second time in Newgate; 
marries, 76; wife’s love for, 76, 77; 
lives at Rickmansworth; assists in 
framing constitution for West New ° 
Jersey ; trustee for Colonists ; letter of, 
to Colonists; Colony of West Jersey 
prosperous under, 77; experience of, 
to fit him for founding a colony ; in- 
herits claim against British gov¥ern- 
ment; petitions Charles II. to grant 
him a tract of country in America; 
patent of, signed by the king; declara- 
tion of grant to; persons in Province 
to yield obedience to, as Governor; 
letter of, to people of Province ; object 
in founding Colony, 78; and the Indi. 
ans, 79, 80, 83, 84, 85; conditions of 
for settling Province, 79, 80; prepares 
for voyage; code of laws originated 
with, 80; and religious liberty ; penal 
code of ; and the constitution ; and the 
Province; obtains two. deeds from 
Duke of York, 81; embarks tor Amer- 
ica; writes letter to wife and children; 
house at Worminghurst, Sussex ; cares 
for those sick with small-pox ; arrives 
at New Castle; welcomed by inhab- 
itants; explains nature of govern- 
ment; changes name of Upland to 
Chester; visits site of Philadelphia, 
and is welcomed by old settlers; visits 
New York, 82; holds “‘ Great Treaty ”’ 
with the Indians, 83, 84; appearance 
of, 83; called Miquon and Onas by the 
Indians, 85; great influence over Indi- 
ans, 86; walks out land with Indian 
chiefs; name of, unjustly coupled with 
“walking purchase” ; first murder b 

Indians after landing of, 88; friend- 
ship of Duke of York for, 89; era- 
barks for England, and reasons for, 
89, 101; commissions Council to act 
in his stead, 89; takes lodgings at 
Kensington ; accused of being a Cath- 
olic; opposes the king’s arbitrary 
measures, 90; Macaulay’s charges 
against, refuted, 91, 92; object in fre- 
quenting court, 91; abuse of; reply to 
Lords of Council; required to give 
sureties for appearance at court; 
cleared in open court; is arrested, and 
gives bail, 92; again arrested and im- 
prisoned ; discharged by court; pre- 
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ares for voyage to America; accused 
y Fuller to the government; defers 
voyage; lives in seclusion; writes to 
Friends; visited by John Locke and 
others, 93; writes religious works; 
flight to France a fabrication ; brought 
before the king, and given his liberty ; 
describes interview in letter; wife of, 
dies; tribute to her worth; govern- 
ment of Pennsylvania restored to ; ap- 
points Markham Lieutenant Governor, 
94; reaction in favor of; sermons of; 
marries Hannah Callowhill; embarks 
for Pennsylvania; arrives at Chester ; 
with family, settles on Pennsbury 
Manor; brings law before Council for 
regulating marriages of negroes; 
mourns over state of slaves, 95; lib- 
erates his slaves; will in reference to 
slaves, 96; appoints Council of State, 
97; convénes inhabitants of Philadel- 
phia to bid them farewell and present 
charter for city; appoints Andrew 
Hamilton Lieutenant-Governor; ap- 
points Logan Provincial secretary and 
clerk of Council; treachery of Stew- 
. ard; becomes a prisoner for debt; 
Friends liquidate the debt and set him 
at liberty; anxiety of, on account of 
Province, 98; concludes to dispose of 
right of government in the Province to 
the British Crown, 98, 124; illness of, 
99; death of, 99,126; buried at Jor- 
dan’s, in Buckinghamshire, 99 ; char- 
acter of, 99, 100; Bancroft’s testimony 
of, 101; letter to Council, 102; letter 
of, to Lloyd; commissions Blackwell 
Deputy Governor, 104; estimate of 
Blackwell; hopes concerning Black- 
well not realized; proposes three 
forms of executive power, 105; letter 
of, to Lloyd, on establishing a public 
school, 106; letter of, on withdrawal 
of the Lower Counties, 107 ; letter of, 
to Lloyd, regretting absence, 108; 
causes of detentipn in England ; aban- 
dons project of new Colony, 109; 
Province wrested from; respected by 
King William, 110; Province restored 
to; preamble to patent restoring Proy- 
ince to, 113; commissions Markham 
Deputy Governor, 114; urges vigilance 
against French privateersmen; with 
his family, arrives in the Colony ; de- 
sign of, to remain; first objects of care 
in government, 115; recalled to Eng- 
land, 115, 116 ; bids the Indians a final 
farewell, 116; appoints Andrew Ham- 
ilton Deputy Governor; appoints Lo- 
gan Provincial secretary and clerk of 
Council; in favor with Queen Anne, 
116; opposition to government of, 116, 
117; appoints Colonel Charles Gookin 


Deputy Governor, 121; letter of, about 
troubles in Province, 123; stricken 
with paralysis, 124,126; provisions of 
will, 126; suit in chancery to deter- 
mine devise of, 127; his devise of Pro- 
prietary rights devolves upon John, 
Thomas, and Richard Penn; agree- 
ment to sell Province to the Crown — 
void, 127, 

Penn, Admiral, father of William; in 
the British navy, 69; removes to Ire- 
land, 70; expels his son from his 
house, 70, 72 ; sends son to France, 70; 
recalls son from Ireland, 77 ; on death- 
bed; affecting meeting with son; last 
words to son; dying request to Duke 
of York to protect his son, 75. 

Penn, William, Jr., son of Proprietor, 
arrives in the Colony; selected mem- 
ber of Council, 118; inherits father’s 
estates in England; land in Pennsyl- 
vania apportioned to each of three 
children; renews commission of Keith; 
gives letter of instructions to Keith; 
not thought by Keith to be heir to the 
Province, 126; commissions Logan 
secretary of Province; death of; son 
Springett dies, 127. 

Penn, Hannah, wife of Penn; Penn 
makes sole executrix, and devises es- 
tate in Pennsylvania to her and five 
children, 126; assumes management 
of colonial affairs, 127; Logan lays 
grievances before; reproves Gov. 
Keith, and directs him to reinstate Lo- 
gan, 130. 

Penn, John, son of Wm. Penn, one of the 
Proprietors, 127, 134; born in Penn- 
sylvania; arrives in the Province; ad- 
dress of Assembly to; answers Assem- 
bly ; returns to England to defend Pro- 
ese) rights; death of; unmarried; 
eaves share of colony to his brother 
Thomas, 135, 136. 

Penn, Granville, presents portrait of 
Penn to Historical Society; author of 
Memorials of Sir Wm. Penn, 71. 

Penn, Thomas, son of Wm. Penn, one of 
the Proprietors, 127, 134; arrives in the 
Province, 135; departs for Europe; As- 
sembly addresses, to which he makes 
answer, 143; patron of Library Com- 
pany, 255. ; 

Penn, Richard, son of Wm. Penn, one of 
the Proprietors, 127, 134; protests 
against Lord Baltimore’s application 
for transfer of Lower Counties, 136; his 
son John arrives in the colony, 153; 
death of, 177. 

Penn, Dennis, son of Wm. Penn, dies, 
127, 

Penn, Springett, reeommends Gordon for 
Governor, 132. 
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Penn, John, son of Richard, arrives in 


the colony; made presiding officer of 
the Council, 153; delegate to General 
Congress, 154; supersedes James Ham- 
ilton as Deputy Governor ; issues proc- 
lamation for arrest of Paxton Boys; 
requested to remove Indians from Con- 
estoga, 169; sends Moravian Indians 
to New York; sends committee to con- 
fer with the Paxton Boys, 170; de- 
elares war against Indians, 171; <As- 
sembly dine with, 174; called to Eng- 
land by death of his father, 177; re- 
turns to Province; promise of, to arrest 
Indian murderers averts hostilities; 
territory of, west of the Alleghanies in- 
vaded by Virginia settlers; arrests 
Connolly ; remonstrates with Virginia 
government, 180; remonstrates against 
Congressional action, 183, 184; shorn 
of power; born in England; inherits 
one third Proprietary interest, 188; of- 
fers bounties for Indian scalps; mar- 
ries Anne Allen; description of; re- 
mained in America during Revolution ; 
arrested by Congress; death of; re- 
mains taken to England, 189. 


Penn, Richard, second son of Richard, 


arrives in the colony; commissioned 
Lieutenant Governor; action towards 
Susquehanna Company, 178 ; adminis- 
tration of; commission revoked; born 
in England; marries Polly Masters of 
Philadelphia ; appearance of ; member 
of Council, and naval officer ; returns 
to England ; intrusted with last petition 
from the Colonies to the King, 179, 
244; examined before House of Lords 
on American affairs, 179; death, and 
age of; superseded by John Penn, 180; 
Arnold rents house of, 224. 


Pennsylvania, Province of, first attempts 


at colonization in, 17; soil of, first 
pressed by foot of white man, 18; ter- 
ritory embraced in; royal charter 
granting it to Penn; named by will of 
the King; Penn to pay two beaver- 
skins every i for, 61 ; boundary line, 
66, 67; deed of release for, from Duke 
of York; the territories in distinction 
from, 69; persons in, to yield obe- 
dience to Penn; letter of Penn to in- 
habitants of, 78 ; Penn’s description of ; 
conditions for taking up land in, 79; 
Indian trade in; features in Constitu- 
tion of, 80; defect in constitution of; 
penal code of founder of, 81; Penn’s 
passage to ; intercourse between inhabi- 
tants of, and Indians; representatives 
of, meet in Assembly, 86; controversy 
with Maryland, 89 ; Governor Fletcher 
assumes jurisdiction of; territories and, 
at variance, 94; townships and in- 


habitants in, at Penn’s departure; 
sway of Penn in, 102; territories 
withdraw from, 105; first free school 
in; desire of Penn to make real re- 
public of; Lloyd Deputy Governor of; 
Penn agrees to withdrawal of territo- 
ries from, 106; reasons for wresting, 
from Penn, 113; pacific policy of, 114; 
article in new constitution allowing for 
dissolying union with territories, 115 ; 
filled with discord, 122; Keith familiar 
with political opinions in, 12%; general 
prosperity in; little money in circula- 
tion in; inspectors of produce in, ap- 
pointed; produce of, commands ready 
sale in the West Indies ; paper money 
issued in, 127; Keith foments difficul- 
ties in; Governor Gordon arrives in, 
1382 ; prosperity of, 133; Mr. Paris rep- 
resents, at court; rights of, infringed, 
leading to armed resistance, 135 ; agree- 
ment as to disputed boundary line be- 
tween Maryland and, 141; religious 
excitement in, produced by preaching 
of Whitefield, 143; dangers threaten 
the; policy of, towards the Indians; to 
look to England for protection, 146 ; 
distributes presents to the Indians ; In- 
dian tribes in central and western part 
of, visited by Conrad Weiser; Anthony 
Palmer removes to, 147; Governor 
Hamilton arrives in; Richard Peters 
secretary of the, 148; exempted from 
prohibitory currency bill, 152; to fur- 
nish recruits to resist the French, 155; 
erects forts along Kittatinny Hills at 
expense of eighty-five thousand pounds, 
158 ; Governor Denny arrives in, 160; 
militia of, march to Fort Du Quesne; 
frontier guarded by General Stanwix, 
163; Historical Review of, by Frank- 
lin; Governor Denny active for de- 
fence of, 165; share of money voted to, 
for expense of French war, 166; de- 
plorable condition of, after Pontiae war, 
169 ; Franklin advocates transfer of, to 
Crown, 173; commercial interests of, 
attended to by Richard Penn, 179; 
southwestern portion of, claimed by 
Governor of Virginia, 180; holds gen- 
eral conference, 182; delegates of, to 
Congress, 183; second convention of; 
number of militia to be raised in, 184; 
vote on Declaration divided ; members 
from, voting for Declaration, 187 ; Pro- 
prietary government of, suspended, 193; 
establishes loan office, 291. 


Pennsylvania, Commonwealth of, Act 


assed for vesting estate of Proprietors 
in, 193; British army invades, 201 ; pa- 
Pers and books of, removed to Easton, 
204; soldiers of, revolt; university of, 
incorporated, 227; Wyoming contro- 
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versy decided in favor of, 229; Presi- 
dent Moore’s settlement with, 231; aids 
patriot cause, 232; Miflin sent through, 
to arouse the people, 280; militia of, 
called out to quell Whiskey Insurrec- 
tion, 287; McKean chief justice of, 
298; public improvements in, 346, 352, 
383, 385; majority of Jackson in; La- 
fayette visits, 346; high ones on 
Securities of; common-school system 
established in, 353, 358; deplorable 
condition of credit of; English bond- 
holders denounce, 405; Petrikin dep- 
uty secretary of, 434; troops furnished 
by, 459. 

Peters, Richard, Secretary of the Proy- 
ince, sent to remove intruders from In- 
dian lands; gives money and offers 
homes to settlers, 148 ; delegate to first 
General Congress, 154; member of 
Board of War, 281. 

Petrikin, Henry, 434. 

Pettit, Sarah, 433. 

Philadelphia, site of, acquired by the 
Dutch, 34; boundar Hine south of, 
67 ; located by Markham, 68; inhabi- 
tants in, at Penn’s departure, 102; 
Governor Fletcher’s journey to, 110; 
annual fair at, 120; Council at, 133; 
church erected by Whitefield in, 143; 
presents Colonel Armstrong with medal 
and plate, 161; Indians push within 
thirty miles of, 162; troops quartered 
on inhabitants of, 163; defenceless, 
166; frontiersmen proceed to, and 
create an alarm; militia called out in, 
170; meeting against taxation of 
America, held in, 181; meeting in, 
recommend calling a Congress, 182; 
second Provincial Convention in; 
meeting in, after battle of Lexington, 
184 ; public meeting in resolves the As- 
sembly incompetent, and recommends 
a convention to frame new govern- 
ment, 185; Constitutional Convention 
assembles in, 187; Washington with- 
draws in direction of; consternation ir ; 
inhabitants warned to leave, 196; 
shops in, to be closed; General Put- 
nam takes command in, 197; Hessian 
prisoners marched through, 198; Con- 
gress returns to, from Baltimore ; Gen- 
erals Irvine and Gates in command of, 
199; Washington marches through, 
with army; militia of, ordered out, 
201; militia of, at battle of Brandy- 
wine, 202; General Howe enters, and 
goes into winter-quarters at, 203, 281, 
298; books in library, removed to 
Easton, 204; Sir Henry Clinton ar- 
-Yives in; tournament in; departure 
of Howe from, 206; evacuated, 207 ; 
destruction of property in ;; history of, 


INDEX. 


quoted, 212; friends of constitution 
strong in, 222; bitter feeling in, against 
Tories; riot of militia in; academy 
and college of, subject of legislation, 
226; name of college of, changed, 227 ; 
arrival of Franklin in, 183, 253, 254, 
264; library company established, 
255; Franklin postmaster of, 258; 
Wolf collector of, 360; riots in, 388; 
pe of, favor building Pennsylvania 

ailroad, 417 ; Councils of, give recep- 
tion to Curtin ; citizens of, give banquet 
to Curtin; Republican convention at, 
464. 

Philippe, Louis, 374. 

Pierce, Franklin, President, 472, 475. 

Pieterson, Evert, first schoolmaster on 
the Delaware, 45. 

Pitt, Fort, attacked by Indians, 167,168; 
succored by Colonel Boquet, 168 ; oc- 
cupied by Connolly in name of Lord 
Dunmore, 180. 

Pitt, William, at head of British Minis- 
try, 162. 

Pittsburg, Governor of Virginia lays 
claim to, 180; death of Mrs. Findlay 
at, 332; people of, oppose building of 
Pennsylvania Railroad, 417; referred 
to, 467, 468, 469. 

Plaisance, Duke de, 233. 

Pollock, James, birth of; ancestry, 424; 
education; graduates at Princeton; 
receives honorary degrees ; studies and 
practises law; district attorney; mar- 
ries; member of Congress; member of 
important committees, 425; takes 
leading part in first favorable action 
by Congress on Pacific Railroad, 426; 
delivers lecture on the Pacific Rail- 
road ; makes prophetic announcement ; 
appointed president judge, 427 ; elected 
Governor ; inaugurated ; inaugural ad- 
dress, quoted, 428; message, quoted, 
429; measures of administration ; calls 
extra session of the Legislature, 430; 
recommends suspension of specie pay- 
ments for a definite period ; resumes 
the practice of his profession; im- 

ressive leave-taking of ; a member of 
-eace Conference; appointed director 
of the U.S. Mint; resigns on accession 
of Johnson, 431; has motto ‘In God 
we trust”’ placed upon national coins ; 
true to the Union; appearance and 
manner, 432; Curtin labors for; ap- 
points Curtin secretary of the Com- 
monwealth, 452. 

Pollock, William, father of Governor ; 
Sarah, mother of Governor, 424. 

Polk, James K., President, 468, 469. 

Pontiae, chief of the Ottowas; conspi- 
racy of, 167. 

Pope, Major-General John, 477. 
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Porter, David Rittenhouse, birth, 379; 
ancestry, 379, 380; education; clerk ; 
studies law; manager of iron works; 
embarks in the manufacture of iron, 
881; member of Assembly ; prothon- 
otary, register, &c. ; marries; gives at- 
tention to agriculture, 382; member 
of State Senate; elected Governor; 
inaugurated, 383; extracts from inau- 
gural address of, 384 ; message on pub- 
lic improvements, 385 ; firm reply of, to 
inquiry of the Senate, 386; list of judges 
appointed by, 387; appoints Shunk 
superintendent of common _ schools; 
suppresses riots in Philadelphia; re- 
ceives thanks of City Councils; retires 
from public lite; resumes manufacture 
of iron; erects first anthracite furnace 
in Middle Pennsylvania, 388 ; charac- 
teristics; friend of Buchanan; inti- 
mate with Gen. Sam. Houston, 389 ; 
visits Texas; sustains the government 
during the war; joins in military 
drill, 390; death, 391 ; appoints Shunk 
secretary of State, 393. 

Porter, Robert, grandfather of David R., 
379. 

Porter, Rev. J.L., [D.D., LL.D.,] author, 
379. 

Porter, Andrew, father of David R.; 
attracts attention of Rittenhouse; 
opens English and mathematical 
school; captain of marines; colonel 
of Fourth Artillery; battles of, 379; 
thanked by Washington at Princeton; 
prepares material for siege of York- 
towa; declines chair in the University ; 
on boundary survey; appointed sur- 
veyor-General; declines appointment 
of brigadier-general and secretary of 
war, 3380. 

Porter, Robert; William; Andrew; 
John E., 380; George B.; Janes M., 
$380, 883; General Horace, 390, 

Potter, William W., 451. 

Potter County, 438. 

Presbyterian, Governor Findlay a, 332. 

Presque Isle, fort at, 149, troops from, 
routed at Niagara, 163; captured by 
Indians, 107, 

Prideaux, General, invests Fort Niagara 5 
killed ; succeeded by Sir William John- 
son, 163. 

Prince Hendrick, Dutch name for Dela- 
ware River, 18. 

Princeton, abandoned by Washington, 
196; British reserves attacked by 
Washington at, 199; college at, 425. 

Printz, John, succeeds Hollandaer; in- 
structions of; arrives at Fort Chris- 
tina ; Lieutenant Colonel of cavalry; 
selects site for fort; builds palace, 32; 
Pappegoya commended to ; instructions 


of, 33; builds frame building in front 
of Dutch fort; Stuyvesant negotiates 
with; draws up writing, 34; protests 
to Stuyvesant; has friendly conference 
with Stuyvesant; asks to be relieved 
of government; sets sail for Swe- 
den; administration unsuccessful, 35; 
described by De Vries, 35, 36; has 
farm upon island of Tinicum; leaves 
farm to his daughter, the wife of Pap- 
pegoya; resignation accepted ; urged to 
remain until a successor could be pro- 
vided; suecessor not invested with the 
absolute powers of, 36. 

Proprietors, John, Thomas, and Richard 
Penn, expenses of certain treaties to be 
borne by, 133; Governor Gordon re- 
ceives new commission from; William 
Penn’s estate descends to, 134; Gov- 
ernor Thomas devoted to, 145; renounce 
the Quaker faith ; send cannon to the 
Delaware ; hold controversy with the 
Assembly, 151; forbid approval of 
money bills unless interest at their dis- 
posal, 152; contribute five thousand 
pounds for defence, 158; instructions 
of, to Governor Denny, 160; Franklin 
in controversy with; send message to 
Assembly, 164; estates of, taxed; of- 
fended by Goy. Denny, and recall him, 
165 ; agreement between Franklin and, 
concerning assessments, misinterpreted; 
course of, condemned, 171; oppose 
Franklin going to court as agent, 173; 
remonstrate against claims of the Sus- 
quehanna Company; purchase lands 
of the Indians; lay out Wyoming ter- 
ritory into manors, 176; government of, 
superseded ; value of estate; act vest- 
ing estate of, in the Commonwealth ; 
annuity to descendants; sum paid to, 
by the State, 193. 

Provinees, the Southern, Keit® surveyor 
of customs of, 125, 

Province Island, Indians removed to, 

lad 
VU. 

Proud, Robert, the historian, quoted, 
138. 

Putnam,, General, commands in Phila- 
Welphia, WZ, 280) fortities Hed Bank ; 
rejoins the wemy} sueveeded by Cen- 
eral Irvine, 199; informs Congress of 
movements of the enemy, 200. 

Pyle’s Furd, Philadelphia militia posted 
at, 202. 


Quakers. See Friends. 
Quebec, capture of, 164; forces at, 166. 


Rahl, Colonel, Hessian leader, captured 
et Trenton, 198. 

Railroad, Alleghany Valley, The, 412; 
Susquehanna, The, 440, 441; Pennsyl- 
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vania, The, 440; York and Cumber- 
land, The, 440, 441; Northern Central, 
The, 441; Lake Shore, The, 442; 
Baltimore and Susquehanna, The, 
441; Green River; Alleghany Portage, 
468; Baltimore and Ohio, 417, 418; 
Tyrone and Clearfield, 419; Philadel- 
phia and Erie, 419, 421; Pacific, 426, 
427; Pennsylvania Central, opposition 
chartering the; advocated by Bigler, 
417, 418; public works sold to, 430, 

Rambo, Peter, to be councillor, 53; pro- 
ceeds to New York to have sale of 
liquor to the Indians prohibited, 54; 
Indian conference held at house of, 55, 

Randolph, Peyton, President of first Con- 
gress, 183. 

Ranelagh, Lord, aids Penn in having his 
Province restored to him, 113. 

Raritan Bay, British Admiral takes shel- 
ter in, 207. 

Raritan River, British encamp on the, 
199, 

Rawdon, Lord, in Philadelphia, 204. 

Rawn, Elizabeth, mother of Governor 
Shunk ; Casper ; Barbara, 392. 

Rawle, Dr. William, biography of Mif- 
flin, quoted, 274, 276, 281, 288. 

Read, Miss, marries Franklin, 253. 

Reading, troops quartered on inhabitants 
of, 163; military stores at, 203; village 
‘of, 334; Goyernor Hiester buried at, 
341. 

Red Bank fortified, 199; works at, de- 
clared useless, 200; Fort Mercer at, 
attacked, 205. 

Reed, Joseph, president second Pro- 
vincial Convention, 184, 217; elected 
president of Supreme Executive Coun- 
cil; birth of; education; studies law, 
216; goes to England; enters as stu- 
dent in Middle Temple; practises law ; 
again visits England; marriage of; 
resides in Philadelphia; takes active 
part in popular, movements; on com- 
mittee of correspondence; Washing- 
ton’s secretary, 217; Irving’s account 
of, 217, 218, 219; chairman committee 
of safety; member of the Assembly ; 
adjutant-general ; meets flag of truce ; 
action of, concerning title of Washing- 
ton, approved, 219 ; coolness of Wash- 
ington to; writes to Washington, 220; 
campaign in New Jersey ; recommend- 
ed by Maison for command of the 
cavalry; declines appointment of 
brigadier-general, 221; declines ap- 
pointment of chief-justice ; elected to 
Congress; declines appointment of 
commissioner of Indian affairs; de- 
clines as member of Assembly ; elect- 
ed member of Council and president, 
222; message on the abolition of sla- 


very, 223; takes active part against 
Arnold; charges against, 225; reply 
to Johnstone’s offer of a bribe; dis- 
perses rioters, 226; invested with ex- 
traordinary powers; letter of Washing- 
ton to, 227; meets body of mutineers ; 
takes the field at head of militia; ex- 
piration of term, 228; on commission 
to settle Wyoming controversy ; argu- 
ment of, before the commission; death 
of wife; visits England; returns; 
chosen member of Congress; death of; 
dving words, 229. 

Reed, Andrew, father of President, 216. 

Reed, Maria J., marries William Bigler; 
Alexander B., 415; Judge, 451. 

Reeves, Peter, Cornwallis at house of, 
204. 

Republicans in the ascendant, 325; the 
Independent, support Gregg for Goy- 
ernor, 343. 

Republican party, branch of, styled Old 
School Men; select Joseph Hiester as 
eandidate for Governor, 328, 329; 
gain ascendency in Legislature, 330; 
principles of; formation of; dissolu- 
tion of, 343. 

Reserves, The Pennsylvania, organized, 
460. 

Resolution, attempt to pass, requiring all 
laws to be referred to the king, 134, 
135. 

Revolution, The, first blood spilled in, 
184; Whigs espouse, 334. 

Rhoads, Samuel, delegate to Congress, 183. 

Rhode Island, religious liberty in, 81; 
action of, in reference to taxation, 173. 

Riley, Brigadier-General, 470. 

Ripley, General. victories of, 315. 

utner, Joseph, birth of; receives but six 
months schooling ; removes to Cumber- 
land County; labors on a farm; mar- 
ries; children of; removes to West- 
moreland County; settles in Washing- 
ton County, 361; great reader; elected 
to the House and made speaker; nom- 
inated for Governor ; defeated; elected 
Governor, 362, 457; preserves school 
system, 363; anecdote of; visits nor- 
mal school as inspector; speech of, 
366; message of, on school system, 
367 ; tribute to; messages on slavery, 
368; tribute of Whittier to, 369; re- 
nominated for Governor and defeated ; 
causes of defeat of, 370; action of, 
during the Anti-Masonic excitement, 
373; returns to private life; resides in 
Cumberland Cotinty ; becomes blind ; 
sight of right eye restored; appointed 
director of U.S. Mint; delegate tc 
National Conyention, 374; ardent Re- 
publican ; great memory; death, 375° 
elected by a coalition, 436, 437. 
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Ritner, John, father of Governor, 361. 

Rittenhouse, Thomas, chairman Council 
of Safety, 193. 

Rittenhouse, David, astronomer, 379, 
380. 

River, Alleghany, French establish trad- 
ing-posts on, 134, 146; Shawanese In- 
dians on, summoned to Philadelphia, 
134; Washington ascends, 149; In- 
dian town Kittanning, on the, de- 
stroyed, 161. 

River, Cennecticut, The, and Delaware, 
territory between, 51. 

River, Delaware, The, Stuyvesant ordered 
to drive Swedes from; Van Elswyck 
sent to, 40; travellers on, 42; Stuyve- 
sant’s operations on, concluded; Jac- 
quet Vice-Director on, 43; land south 
of, sold, 44; first school on, 45; distress 
upon; English plea of discovery of; 
soldiers sent to; revenues from settle- 
ments on, 47; land on east side of, 
transferred; rich valleys along, 48; 
government of settlements on ; Swedish 
company lose possessions on; transfer 
of settlements on, 49 ; territory between, 
and Connecticut, 51; Washington 
crosses to west bank of, 196; Washing- 
ton crosses, 198. 

River, Hudson, The, march of colonists 
towards, 50. 

_ River, Ohio, French establish trading- 
posts on, 134, 146; French bury pieces 
of copper along, 149 ; French claini ter- 
ritory on the, and tributaries, 150 ; In- 
dians form league with Pontiac, 167. 

River, South, The, Beekman commissary 


on, 46. 

River, Schuylkill, The, lands near, pur- 
chased of the Indians, 88; fete on 
banks of, in honor of repeal of Stamp 
Act, 174. 

Roberts, Colonel, commands regiment in 
Mexican war, 468, 469. 

Robinson, Patrick, clerk of court, voted 
a public enemy, 103. 

Robuison, Rey. T. H., 331. 

Rochester, Lord, aids Penn in having his 
Province restored to him, 113. 

Rodney, Cwsar, tribute of John Adams 
to, 306. 

Rogers, Judge Moulton C., 380. 

Ross, George, delegate to Congress, 183 ; 
signs Declaration, 187. 

Ross, James, candidate for Governor 
against Snyder, 310. 

Ross, General, captures Washington; 
burns Capitol and President’s house; 
killed, 315. 

Ross, Hon. John, 350; Michael, 435. 

Rush, Benjamin, appointed delegate to 
Congress ; signs Declaration, 187. 

Russia, Curtin, Minister to, 464. 
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Russell, Jonathan, commissioner at 
treaty of Ghent; describes prison-ship 
Jersey, 337. 

Rutledge, John, 245, 291. 

Rysingh, John Claude, secretary to 
Chamber of Commerce ; commissioned 
vice-director of New Sweden; sails in 
ship Aren; arrives in Colony; not in- 
vested with absolute powers, 36; di- 
rector of Council; to use mild meas- 
ures with the Dutch; assumes the of- 
fensive; takes Fort Casimir; conduct 
defended, 37; assumes the title of di- 
rector-general; calls Indian council; 
distributes presents to the Indians, 38; 
letter of; wants a good wife, 39; re- 
quested by Stuyvesant to repair to 
Manhattan; declines to listen; corre- 
spondence with Van Elswyck, 40; re- 
monstrance of, 41. 


Salem, families settle at, 59. 

Salem Creek, English settle near mouth 
of, 31; party at, driven away, 32; fort 
erected near mouth of, 33. 

Sandusky, Fort, captured by Indians, 
107. 

San Francisco, 469, 470, 471, 472. 

Saratoga, battles at; surrender of Bur- 
goyne at, 203. 

School, the first on the Delaware, 45; 
free, the first in the Province, 106. 

Schools, common, the system of, inaugu- 
rated, 353, 361; Burrowes superintend- 
ent of, 366; message of Ritner on, 
367; Shunk superintendent of, vg | 
Curtin ex-officio superintendent off 
improvements in, recommended, 452, 
455 ; Hickok, deputy superintendent 
of, 453. 

Schout Fiscal, duties of, 22. 

Schute, Swen, in command of Fort Casi- 
mir, 41. 

Seott, General, victories of, 315; 452; 
468, 

Schuylkill, the river, beginning of set- 
tlement on, 31; intruders on, routed 
32; claimed by the Swedes, 33 ; land 
acquired, and fort erected near the 
mouth of, by the Dutch, 34; Governor 
Keith met at passage of, by citizens, 
129. 

Schuyler, General Philip, in command 
of Philadelphia, 200. 

Scott, John, father of U. 8. Senator, 
382. 

Scott, Mrs. Mary Slough, marries Gov- 
ernor Snyder, 321. 

Scotch-Irish settle in Cumberland Val- 
ley, 324. 

Seudder, Dr., 359. 

Seal, The Great, Lloyd keeper of, 89, 
101; appointments under, 104. 
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Selinsgrove, Simon Snyder removes to, 
309, 320. ' 

Senate of the United States, Governor 
Findlay elected to, 330. 

Senate, State, Shulze elected to, 345; 
proceedings of, during the Anti-Ma- 
sonic excitement, 372, 373; Porter 
member of, 883; Johnston president 
of, 405; Bigler member and speaker 
of, 416, 417 ; majority of Whigs in, 438. 

Sergeant, John, 345. 

Sergeants, Board of, in command ’of re- 
volting soldiers, 228. 

Sherman, General Wm. T., his march to 
the sea, 483. 

Shenandoah, River, difficulty between 
Indians on, and those on the Susque- 
hanna, 128; Valley, 323. 

Ship Welcome, Penn embarks in, for 
America; passengers on, die of small- 
pox, 82. 

Shippen, Edward, president of Council, 
117 ; chief-justice, 224; impeached, 320. 

Shippen, Margaret, daughter of chief- 
justice ; marries Arnold, 224. 

Shippensburg, outpost of civilization 
during Indian war, 167. _ - 

Shulze, John Andrew, birth of; educa- 
tion; ordained a minister; officiates 
as pastor ; retires from the ministry ; en- 
ters the mercantile business; member 
of the Assembly, 344; a Republican ; 
‘appointed surveyor-general, but de- 
clines; appointed register, recorder, 
&e.; again elected to the Assembly ; 

. chosen State Senator; elected Governor; 

‘ Jarge majority of; administration, 345 ; 
welcomes Lafayette ; extract from mes- 
sage on majority rule, 346; scholastic 
culture of, 347 ; messages on education, 
348, 349 ; engages in agricultural pur- 
suits; senatorial delegate to National 
Convention; president of Electoral 
College ; removes to Lancaster; death, 
349. 

Shunk, Francis Rawn, death of Gov- 
ernor Findlay at residence of, 330; 
clerk in surveyor-general’s office, 351, 
393; superintendent of common 
schools, 388; birth; ancestry, 392; 
early life; education; teaches school ; 
studies law; marches to the defence 
of Baltimore; clerk of the House; 
secretary Board of Canal Commission- 
ers; secretary of State; removes to 
Pittsburg, and practises law, 393; 
elected Governor; re-elected; iilness, 
394, 406; resigns the office of Gov- 
ernor, 394; character and administra- 
tion of, 395-402. 

Shunk, John, father of Francis R., 392. 

Shunk, Francis, grandfather of Francis 
R., 392. 


Sidney, Lord, aids Penn in haying his 
Province restored to him, 113. 

Simeock, John, appointed une of five 
commissioners, 103. 

Six Nations. See Indians. 

Slavery, Bryan on abolition of, 213, 214; 
Reed on abolition of ; abolished in the 

- State, 223; message of Governor Find- 
lay on, 331; in gubernatorial canvass, 
419. 

Slaves, negro, early introduction of; 
Beekman and D’Iinoyossa apply for, 
48; Mrs. Geary manumits, 467. 

Slocum, General Henry W., 477, 480. 

Smidt, Derek, herald to demand surren- 
der of Fort Casimir; Schout - Fiscal 
and chief agent on the Delaware, 43. 

Smith, Ann, adias Carson, schemes to ab- 
duct Governor Snyder’s son, 320. 

Smith, George, [M. D.,] History of Dela- 
ware County, quoted, 45; chairman 

Jone committee on education; draws 

pill in Legislature remodelling the 
school system, 365. 

Smith, James, delegate in Congress; 
signs Declaration, 187. 

Smith, Jane, mother of Governor Find- 
lay, 323. 

Smith, Jonathan B., delegate in Con- 
gress; resigns, 222. 

Sinith, Matthew, pleads cause of Paxton 
Boys, 170; vice-president of Council, 
210. 

Smith, Thomas, judge of supreme court ; 
impeached, 326. 

Smith, Samuel, sheriff of Lancaster 
County, resists Maryland invaders, 
13% 

Smith, Dr. William, provost of Phila- 
delphia College; hostile to Indepen- 
dence, 226 ; removed from head of col- 
lege, 227. 

Snyder, Anthony, father of Simon, 308; 
Frederick, 320. 

Snyder County, taken from Northumber- 
land, 309. 

Somers, Lord, aids Penn in having his 
Province restored to him, 113. 

Snyder, Simon, born at Lancaster; re- 
moves to York; learns business of a 
tanner and ceurrier; attends night 
school, 308; removes to Selinsgrove ; 
opens a store; employed as a serivener ; 
elected justice of the peace; decisions 
respected ; member of the Constitu- 
tional Convention; member of the 
House of Representatives, and speaker, 
309; advocate of the Hundred Dollar 
Act; nominated for Governor, but de- 
feated; elected Governor; re-elected; 
in conflict with the national authority 
in the Umstead case, 310; transmits 
proceedings of Legislature in the case 
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to President Madison; Madison’s re- 
ply to, 311; extract from message, 
giving statement of the case, 312; ex- 
citing events during the administra- 
tion of, 813, 316; aids war measures; 
extract from first inaugural address ; 
abolishes custom of delivering annual 
messages to the Legislature in person, 
317; the first Governor to protest 
against slavery; extract from message 
on the subject of slavery, 318; inci- 
dent of goodness of heart of, 318, 319; 
vetoes bill chartering Forty Banks, 
319, 320, 328; attempted abduction of 
son; chosen to the State Senate; 
death of; domestic afflictions of; 
three times married, 320; names of 
wives; closing paragraph of last an- 
nual message, 321; appoints Shulze 
surveyor-general, 345. 

South Carolina, Governor of, leads mi- 
litia against Cherokee Indians, 166; 
passes Nullification Act, 359; seces- 
sion of, 447. 

South River, 18. 

Sparks, Jared, the historian, quoted, 266. 

Spain, war between, and Great Britain, 
142; joined by France in war against 
England, 166. 

Springett, Sir William, father of Penn’s 
wite; killed at siege of Bamber, 76. 


Springett, Gulielma Maria, marries 


Penn; daughter of Sir William Sprin- 
gett; beautiful and sweet-tempered, 76 ; 
love for Penn, 76, 77. 

St. Clair, General Arthur, escapes from 
Fort Ticonderoga with garrison, 203; 
letter of President Wharton to, 209; 
candidate for Governor ; military repu- 
tation, 287. 

St. John, Hector, work of, quoted, 266. 

St. Josephs, Fort, captured by Indians, 
167. 

St. Pierre, Legardeau de, French com- 
mandant at Fort Le Beouf; meets 
Washington, 149; answers remon- 
strances of Washington, 150. 

Stamp Act, passed ; excites intense oppo- 
sition in the Colonies, 173, 235; action 
of people in reference to the; repealed ; 
joy over repeal of the, 174, 241. 

Stamper, Sarah, marries Colonel Moore, 
2 


Stanwix, General, commands Southern 
Department; keeps guard on frontier, 
163. 

State. See Pennsylvania. 

State House, at Philadelphia, dinner at, 
to Governor Denny, 160. 

States General, grant a charter; pass 
edict, 19; edict of, expires; branch of 
West India Company named by, 20; 
ratify sale of land on the Delaware, 44. 


Stenton, near Germantown, country-seat 
of James Logan, 139. 

Stevens, Thaddeus, great speech of, on 
common school system, 363, 364 ; bitter 
opponent of Governor Wolf, 364; an- 
ecdote of, 365. 

Stock, Ensign, seizes farm of Peter Al- 
richs, 52. 

Stockholm, bricks from, 32 ; Indian deeds 
recorded at, 39. 

Stockton, Richard, of New Jersey ; Reed 
studies law with ; signer of the Decla- 
ration, 216. 

Stoork, the ship, 32. 

Straits of Magellan, 21. 

Stuyvesant, Peter, succeeds to Director- 
ship of New Netherlands; dominions 
threatened ; recommends measure to 
West India Company, 34; sails to the 
Delaware and negotiates with Printz, 
34, 385; complaints to, against the 
Swedes; acquires title to lands from 
the Indians; ereets Fort Casimir; has 
friendly conference with Printz ; Printz 
overreached by, 35; ordered to drive 
Swedes from the Delaware; held Swe- 
dish ship as reprisal; five armed ves- 
sels sent to; collects men and sails to 
the Delaware; seizes Fort Elsinborg, 
40; demands surrender of Fort Casi- 
mir; besieges Fort Casimir; Rysingh 
remonstrates with; requires Swedes 
and Finns to take oath of allegiance to 
the Dutch, 41; hastens to the Hudson 
to punish savages; leaves Derck Smidt 
in command on the Delaware; com- 
mander of ship Mercury referred to, 
43, 44; orders ship to Manhattan, 44; 
invites Swedes to settle in one village ; 
Governors of colonies on Delaware 
under supervision of; Alrichs and Van 
Dyck seek advice of; visits colony ; 
met by Van Dyck and Swedish citi- 
zens ; purpose in visiting Colony, 45; 
resists demand of Lord Baltimore to 
surrender territory ; sends company of 
soldiers to the Delaware, 47; protests 
against encroachments of New England 
Colonies ; visits Boston, 50; surrenders 
to the English, 52. 

Sullivan County, 439. 

Sullivan, General, at battle of Brandy- 
wine, 202; militia flock to standard of, 
212. 

Sullivan’s Island, attacked by British, 
195. 

Sumter, Fort, assault upon, 476, 

Sunbury, 434, 440, 441. 

Supreme Executive Council, organizes ; 
title to President of, 199. 

Susquehanna Company, settle in Wyo- 
ming Valley; troubles produced by, 
176. 
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captured by Washington, 197, 198, 280 ; 
cannon from, fired, 199 ; commissioners 
to settle Wyoming controversy meet at, 
229, 

Tricho, Catelino, testimony of, 21. 

Tromp, Dutch commander, battles of, 56. 

firunitrall, Colonel Joseph, member Board 
of War, 281. 

Trumbull’s Ford, on the Brandywine; 
General Howe crosses, 202. 

Turner, Robert, commissioner of land 
office, 102; one of five commisioners, 
103. 

Twickenham, in Montgomery County; 
country-seat of President Wharton; 
skirmish at, 210. 


Umstead, Gideon, claims prize-money ; 
claim of, bought by Arnold; case of, 
the cause of conflict between State and 
National authority, 311, 312. 

Union, the Federal, formation of, 81. 

Union County, taken from Northumber- 
land, 309. 

United States, convention to frame Con- 
stitution of the, 249, 265; peace be- 
tween, and treaty with Great Britain, 
264; treaty between England and, 317. 

University, of Pennsylvania, incorpo- 
rated, 227. 

Unrest, The, first vessel ever built in 
America, 19. 


‘Upland, court established at, 57 ; meet- 


ings of Friends at; district, list of tax- 
ables of, 59; Markham and Baltimore 
hold conference at; heart of colony, 
66 ; last court at, under Dukeof York; 
first court held under Markham at, 67 ; 
Penn’s location for a city ; now Ches- 
ter; Markham discards location of, for 
a city, 68. 

Usselinex, William, originator of Dutch 
Company ; lead expedition, 29. 

Utah, territory, 472. 


Valley, of Swans, 24. 

Valley Forge, Washington in winter- 
quarters at, 203 ; sufferings of the army 
at, 206, 281. 

Varnum, General, brigade of, occupies 
Fort Mercer, 205. 

Vanderbilt, Mary W., marries Wm. 
F. Packer; Peter W., 435. 

Van Buren, President, appoints Wolf 
Collector of Philadelphia, 360; calls 
extra session of Congress for financial 
relief, 405 ; nominated, 442. 

Van Dyck, Geran, Schout-Fiscal over 
Swedes and Finns, 44; successor to, 
suggests about Swedes ; seeks advice of 
Stuyvesant, 45. 

Van Hulst, William succeeds Mey, 22. 

Van Uperdam, Jan Jansen, sent to dis- 


possess English intruders, 32; vice di- 
rector ; re-called, 33, 

Van Sweringen, farm of, seized by Cap- 
tain John Carr, 52. 

Van Tienhoven, Secretary of Bicker ; de- 
tained by Rysingh, 37. 

Van Twiller, Wouter; succeeds Minuit, 
27; reference to, 30. 

Venango, Fort at, 109; troops move from, 
to Fort Du Quesne, 153; troops from, 
routed at Niagara, 163; captured by 
Indians, 167. 

Versailles, British embassador at, com- 
plains of the French encroaching upon 
the English Colonies in America, 148. 

Van Rensselaer, General, defeated at 
Queenstown Heights, 314. 

Virginia, State of, claim territory on Del- 
aware, 50; Governor Keitlr visits Gov- 
ernor of, 128; Keith publishes history 
of, 131; soldiers from Pennsylvania 
sail to Capes of, 143; in council with 
Indians, 147 ; Governor of, sends Wash- 
ington to confer with the French, 149; 
Governor of, invited to conference with 
Indians at Easton, 162; militia of, 
march to Fort Du Quesne, 163; action 
of Assembly of, on taxing the Colonies, 
173; Governor of, claims portion of 
Pennsylvania; government of, remon- 
strated with by Governor Penn, 182; 
Assembly of, recommends independ- 
ence, 186; militia of, called out to quell 
Whiskey Insurrection, 287. 


Wade, Edward, Robert, and John, arrive, 
59. 

Walloons, forty families of, dispatched to 
America, 21. 

Walrus, the ship, arrives in the Delaware, 
23 


War, Board of, appointed; applies for 
money for defence, 200. 

Washington, George, is sent by the Gov- 
ernor of Virginia to confer with French 
commander at Fort Le Beeuf; ascends 
the Alleghany River and French 
creek, and reaches Fort Le Beuf; 
meets French commandant and ac- 
coniplishes mission, 149; confers with 
French commandant; remonstrates 
with St. Pierre, the commandant, 150; 
journal and report published; takes 
lead in recruiting ; routs French under 
Jumonville, 153; attacked in Fort Ne- 
cessity and obliged to yield ; marches 
out with honors of war; at Braddock’s 
defeat, 157; appointed Commander-in- 
Chief, 185; first unfurls Union flag; 
194; organizes army; fortifies Dor- 
chester Heights; sends General Lee to 
New York, 195; retreat of, to Pennsy!l- 
vania; pursued by Cornwallis, 196; 
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invested with dictatorial powers; sends 
Putnam to Philadelphia, 197; resumes 
the offensive; captures Hessians at 
Trenton; moves army into New Jer- 
sey; triumphs of, subject of eulogy in 
European courts, 198; sends letter to 
Congress, 200; fights battle of Brandy- 
wine, 202; confronts Howe ; withdraws 
towards Reading; attacks enemy at 
Germantown; retires to White Marsh ; 
goes into winter-quarters at bigs 
Forge, 203; garrisons forts on the Del- 
aware, 205; gets intelligence of Howe’s 
designs from Lydia Darrah, 206; de- 
feats enemy at Monmouth, 207; inti- 


macy with Reed; in Continental 
Congress, 217; coolness to Reed; 


reconciliation with Reed, 220; recom- 
mends Reed for leader of cavalry; 
letters of to Reed, 221, 222, 227; offers 
bounty to soldiers; appeals to Morris 
for money; letter of Morris to, 232; 
places Mifin at head of his military 
family ; his habits described by Irving, 
275; issues general order; wife of, ar- 
rives at headquarters, 276; withdrawal 
of, from Long Island, 277, 278, 279; 
sends despatches to Congress with Mif- 
flin, 279; Fabian policy of, stigmatized, 
282; cabal against, 283; unfortunate 
battles, 284; resignation of, 254, 285; 
as President calls out militia to quell 
Whiskey Insurrection, 287; business 
habits of, 359. 

Washington, city of, site of, included in 
Penn’s charter, 66; captured by Brit- 
ish, 315. 

Washington County, Ritner removes to, 
361, 362. 

Waterford, town of, Erie County; site 
of Fort Le Beeuf, 149. 

Watson, J. F., annals of, quoted, 127, 131. 

Wayne, General Anthony, hangs upon 
rear of British army; attacked at Pa- 
oli, and men massacred, 203; soldiers 
under, revolt, 227; spies sent to, by 
revolters, 228. 

Wedderburn, solicitor- general of the 
Crown; assails Franklin, 263. 

Weiser, Conrad, sent to gain favor of the 
Indians, 147 ; sent to remove intruders 
on Indian lands; Indian interpreter, 
148. 

Welcome, the ship, Penn takes passage 
in, 82. 

Wesel, city of, 22. 

West, Benjamin, his picture of the 
“Great Treaty,” 83. 

Westcott, Thompson, History of Phila- 

 ‘delphia, quoted, 212, 214. ; 

Westininster Review, quoted, 92. 

Westminster Abbey, monument in, to 
Gerera] Wolfe, 164. | 
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Westmoreland County, Ritner removes 
to, 361; Governor Johnston born in, 
403; Governor Geary born in, and 
returns to, 466, 469. 

Westphalia, kingdom of, 22. 

West Indies, work on, 22. 

West India Company, in contemplation ; 
Dutch incorporated; subscription to 
stock open to all nations, 20; powers 
enlarged, 22; privileges to patroons 
granted by, 23; policy of, 27; Swedish 
incorporated, 29; order Stuyvesant to 
drive Swedes from the Delaware, 40; 
report of Stuyvesant to, 46; jurisdic- 
tion of, 48 ; Swedish, remonstrate with 
the Dutch Company, 49. 

Wharton, Walter, appointed surveyor, 


Wharton, Jr., Thomas, elected President 
of Council of Safety, 194 ; elected Presi- 
dent Supreme Executive Council; title 
of, 199; death of; birth of; marriage 
of; a merchant, 208; his attachment to 
constitution; letter of, to Arthur St. 
Clair, 209; funeral of; buried at Lan- 
caster, 210. 

Wharton, Richard, emigrates to Pennsyl- 
vania; ancestor of President Wharton, 
208. 

Wharton, John, father of Presideut 
Wharton, 208. 

Wharton, G. M., grandson of President 
Wharton, 209, 

Whig, party, formation of; opposes Pro- 
prietary Government; espouses cause 
of the Revolution, 334. 

Whiskey Insurrection, account of, 287. 

White, Margaret, mother of Governor 
Geary, 466. 

Whitefield, George, preaching of, creates 
excitement; erects church in Philadel- 
phia, 143. 

Whitman, Elizabeth, marries Joseph 
Iliester, 334. 

Whitman, Adam, 334. 

Whitehall, Penn’s visits to, 109. 

Whittier, John G., the Quaker poet; ode 
of, 368. 

White Plains, Washington driven from, 
196, 

White Marsh, Washington retires to, 
203; camp at, 206. 

Wichetunk, Indians at, removed to Phi- 
ladelphia, 169. 

Wilcox, Joseph, draws up address to the 
Proprietor ; abuses Governor and Pro- 
prietor, 119. 

William and Mary, accession of, 92,109; 
commission Governor Fletcher to as- 
sume jurisdiction of Pennsylvania and 
territories ; restore government to Penn 
94; comission Fletcher Governor of 
Pennsylvania, 110, 
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Williamsport, 434, 435, 440, 448. 

Willing, Thomas, presides at meetings, 
182; delegate to Congress, 183; votes 
against Declaration ; omitted from new 
delegation, 187. 

Willing, Richard, and Eliza, 233. 

Wilson, James, delegate to Congress, 
183; votes for Declaration, 187. 

Wilson, Alexander, chief clerk State 
Treasury ; receives uncurrent money, 
328. 

Wilson, Fleming, 424. 

Wilson, Catharine, marries Curtin, 465. 

Wilson, William J., 465. 

Wilmot, David, nominated for Governor ; 
author of Proviso, 442. 

Winchester, General, surrenders at 
Trenchtown, 314. 

Windsor Castle, Penn to deliver two 
beaver-skins annually at, 61. 

Winthrop, Governor, goes with Nicholls 
to Manhattan, 51. 

Wirt, William, Life of Patrick Henry, 
quoted, 242. 

Wolf, George, birth; ancestry; educa- 
tion; has charge of his father’s farm ; 
principal of an academy ; clerk ; stud- 
les law; sides with Jefferson; advo- 
cates McKean’s election; postmaster 
at Easton ; clerk of court; elected to 
the House; defeated for the Senate, 
350; elected to Congress; friend of 


American industry ; elected Governor; 
estimate of his character, 351; recom- 
mends the vigorous prosecution of the 
public works, 353; his advocacy of 
common schools, 353, 357, 361; first to 
establish Executive Chamber in the 
Capitol, 358; gives personal attention 
to details of business; criticised and 
defended, 359; adherent of Jackson; 
defeated for third term; appointed by 
Jackson first comptroller of the treas- 
ury; appointed by Van Buren col- 
lector of the port of Philadelphia; 
death of, 360; meeting with Thadleus 
Stevens, 365; tribute to, 368. 

Wolf, General, under Abercrombie, 162; 
moves for reduction of Quebee; death 
of; monument to, in Westminster Ab- 
bey, voted by Parliament, 164. 

Worminghurst, Penn’s house at, 82. 

Wyalusing, an Indian village, 178. 

Wyoming controversy, 176, 177, 229. 


Yates, Jasper, judge of supreme court; 
impeached, 326. 

York, Congress meets at, 204; Simon 
Snyder removes to, 308. 

York County, Franklin procures wagons 
and horses in, for Braddock, 156. 


Zuyt, Dutch name for Delaware River, 
18. 


THE END. 
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